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HE kind Reception The Pleaſing ng naa 

has met with in general, fince i its fir Publi. 
cation, merits the Editor's moſt fEncere ani? Weart'; 
Thanks. In this Edition many Adeitions and 
Amendments are made, which, tis hoped, will 
meet with Approbation. Several original Eſſays. 
by a Friend, are inſerted, which, in the Table ct 
Contents, are marked Auox. Eng. 5 Mottos are 
prefixed to the EC Lays; and Care has been taken 
o inſert ſuch only as are conciſe, appoſite, and /{r:4- 
, that they may have the better Effect on the 
Minds of Youth. 


Ti Reader will be kind enough to obſerve, 
that The Pleaſing Inflrufor was at firlt chiey un- 


a | dertaker, 


3 Tus PREFACE. 
dertaken, and ſince continued, with a View to 


exhibit a connetled Plan of Morality for the Tn- 
firuQion of the Youth of both Sexes, and free 


from that incoherent Jumble ſo remarkable in all 


Collefions of this Kind which have hitherto been 


publiſhed. —The Utile Dulci has been conſulted, - 
and Morality here appears ſmiling, and free from 1 


that unpleaſing Formality with which ſhe is too 


often diſguiſed by partial, or miſtaken Pedants.— 


The ſeveral Relations, Eaſtern Stories, Dreams, kc. 
will, it is to be hoped, recommend it to young 
Minds, whoſe Attentions are thereby particularly 
engaged, and by the Aſſiſtance of which, Moralzty 
ſteals inſenſibly into their good Graces, and makes 
che more laſting Impreſſion: The moſt elegant 
Writers have been conſulted by the Editor; fo 
that the young Reader, by being converſant with 
the following Eſſays, will at the ſame time acquire 


a true Taſte of an Eaſe and Elegance in his Native 


Tongue; an Accompliſkment too much neglected 


by 


Tur PREFACE 4 ili 


by * Teachers of Youth, who idem look on 


*£! 


it as an Improvement fo abſoluely neceſſary as It 
| IF 8 Yroay» of 
= xd 


Ye is.— And tho' the Entertainment and In- 


52 


ſtrudion of Youth at an Eng lift School, were 


principally. conſidered in the firſt Publication of 
this Book, yet the Editor has had the Pleaſure to 
find it. race honoured with the Attention and Ap- 5 
probation of thoſe more advanced in Years, and 


ſelected by the Polite and Judicious throughout 


the Kingdom, inlomuch chat it has now acquired 


a Place in almoſt every Prckine Window: To 


render it the more worthy of which Honour, the 


Proprietors in this Edition have been at the Ex- 


pence of * elegant Copper- Place Cuts, referring 


to the particular Incidents of which they are de- 


ſcriptiy e, and by which the Public may diſtinguiſh 


thts Book from a Piracy of it now abroad, 
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Row, Lon 
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d on a Type) de ſigued for !! 


Ufe H Schools, Clerks of Offices, or the et; ard to which) 12 


prefixed, A Practica Abſtract of! Englich- Gratma ar; A new and 
improved Eliition, (being the Fougrk) of | 


" EXPOSITTOR of the ENC LISA LANGUAGE, on a new 


Plan, peculiar to itſelf. Containing a much larger Collection of 
primitive Converſation Words than any Bock of tie Kind and Price; 


and ſhewinysg how the ſime are to be written correctly and pro- 
nounced properiy, with the different Meanings or 81 Zuifications 
thereof. : 


To which is annezed, A Complete PANTHEON, or New | 


PICIONARY of the HE 412 N GODS and GUDDESSES, and 


ef the molt lutrious Henk, treated of by Homer, hes. 6s. Ovid, 


and other ancient Poets: With a ſum mary Account ot the ir Ori- | 
fin, Deſcent, how repreier ted by Statuaries, ! n „Ke. which | 


mu X be found or partreuiar Advantage to mere E Wy Scholars, 
and greatly enhance the Value of the Bock. 
: Il. 


Price 1%. hound, embeli:ſhed with an emvlematical 'Frontifpiece, 


au! fundry ncw zn l curious Cats, reprefeuting fark Vices as | 
Cnildren are nas 2Ci:icted to, and ſach Virtues as mould de in- 


enlc: od, A Now Eton, of 


I NEW ENGLISH TUTOR 


MODERN PRECEPTOR,—A Spell reer , wherein 
O-tangray MY, or Tie Art of spelling and Reading (as eracualiy-co:- I 


lected interne r E.litt one of this Back on: cf thut 85 53 it had long 
been ineolved in)! 18 s diggned into atrite and regular S vſtc er, quite 
eaſy and pract! cable tothe meaneſt Capacity, and rot liable to ny 
futtre Alterntio: us; pa: "Ucalarly as the Author kac r. o ile He d inte 
the diibece nt Tahle „ Te. all the modern original , erds in the Lan- 
guage, Tom onr belt Dickionarles, elaſſed * er their apt £ 
Rlodes of Promurciotion, as explained in the F re fute; to whicht 
Doubtful dre referred A Compendium, or Ef rack of Englid 
Grammar, che moſt uſeful extunt, is annexed. By A. Fl: SHER, 
III. 
Price only Two $111.119255, neatly bound, 
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THOUGHTS ON EDUCATION, 


BY WAY OF 


INTRODUCTION. 


FR*"HOUGTH FEpvcation be a Subject that almoſt 

all authors, of all ages, have written upon; yet 
many have aticmpted it who were ſtrangers, perhaps, 
to the moſt extenſive definition of the word: Others 
have laid down very plaufible rules and ſyſtems 
for it, which, upon experience, have been found 
impracticable; while others have obliged the world 
with fuch valuable and plain plans, that any thinkirs 
man mult be apt to wonder how they ſhould have 
Leen mitted or neglected ; yet theſe alle writers have, 


planned in vain ; from which it may plainly be in- 
terred, that different paſſions and diſpoſitions require 
different management and application, to ſo endet; 


12 variety, that it 18 merely impoſſible to Eninriialte 


methods for the proper correction of evcry enormity 
in every human mind, or to lay down rules for the 
: beſt incitements to, and encouragement of virtue and 
+ ſcience : So that the mam point, after all their jpreicrin- 
tions, mult necetfarity center in the tutors or gover- 


neifes of fchools and leminaries. Mauch learning and 


Igreat abilities, (though material articles) are not the 
Jony eilentials; he who has the moſt learning does 


hot always convey it in the beſt and clearcit manner 


o others; ſotne cannot or will not be at the pains to 


Fd out paritoiar methods (where general gies Fit) 
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to render what they would communicate intelligible 
to the various capacities of their pupils; nor do learn- 
ing and knowledge always center in the ſame perſon. 
Lſefrdi knowledge, or what I would have compre- 
hended by the word Politeneſs,* is the grand mark 
or lummit of education we ſhould aim at; learning, 
as a famous author has exprefſed himſelf, . is but 
the vehicle that carries us to it.“ 


An auſtere or learned pedant has ſometimes wh ih- 
p Latin, Greek, &c. into a lad, whoſe very diſgiſt 
to it encreaſed, perhaps, with the acquiſition thereof ; 
Þut it is a manifeſt abſurdity to maintain or imagine 
that any one can be awed into a Love of learning 
and virtue. A boy 1s not at all cured of a fault, 
_ who only avoid, it for fear of puniſhment ; he muſt be 
influenced by a love for honour and credit, and with a 
laudable ambition to purſue them: Any maſter, who 
is himſelf a 600D — DISCERNING man, will not be 
much at a loſs how to confirm and ratify him in his 
choice, being capacitated as a good man, to com- 
municate to him the ſecret impulſes, the benign 
reflections of his own honeſt, and, therefore, happy 
mind ; as 2 diſcerning man to obſerve and remark to 
him what wild havock and varied deſolation vice 
and folly never fail to bring on their votaries, which 
may be clearly demonſtrated either by living exam- 
pies, among their acquaintances ; or from books, by 
imilar relations, allegories, or eſſays, (fuch as are 
inſerted in this collection) applied at proper times 
ou proper occaſions, judiciouſiy explained gy 
incul- 


* (© To define politeneſs, we may fay, it is all moral virtues 
in epitome: It is a combination of diſcretion, civility, com- 
plaiſance, and circumſpection, to pav every one the reſpect they 


have a right to demand of us; beſides an exact knowledge of 


decorum, and of what every one owes to his reſpective quality, 
duly to maintain his character as becomes him: And all this muſt _ 


be dreſſed and ſet off with an agreeable and inſiuuating air 
diffuſed through all our words and ations.” 


f 
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inculcated: But an 1LL man, though ever fo learned, 
can never be 2 good Schoolmaſter, it being impoſ- 
fible he ſhould, with a due fenhbility, defcribe or 
enforce impulſes of goodnefs he does not feel, or 
demonſtrate to others with clearnefs and impartiality 
the effects of thoſe vices and follies to which he himſelf 
is ſo particularly biaſſed and attached; nay, even the 
very belt precepts and documents (could a maſter of 
this ſtamp be capable of ſuch) would fail of their due 
force and influence from the mouth of one whoſe own 
manners and diſpoſitions are contradictions to them: 
Therefore a bad man in the point of edification muſt 
miſcarry; and even a good man may; for as no man 
ought to be well bred (if a man can be well bred) at 
the expence of religion and virtue; ſo neither ought 
any man to practiſe them in ſo mare or ſurly a man- 


ner, as to deter others from imitation. I ſhall endea- 


vour to explain myſelf yet more clearly by the two 
following Characters, which I ſhall repreſent by the 
names of Cannipus and Denuncivs. 


Canvpivyvs is a man of extenſive learning, has an 


_exa# knowledge of human nature, a great pos 


of the world, and of thoſe differences which refuit 
from conſtitution, age, receired opinions, external for- 
tune, education, 1 * and converſation; manages 
the tempers of his pupils with mdeſcribable artfulneis, 
fo conſequently can adapt or addreis his admunitions 
or inſtructions to the moſt ſalutary ends, be his 
{cholars ever ſo numerous*, or their diſpokitions ever 
ſo various. 


As to the qualities of his mind, he is mid, humane, 
affable, aſfeclionate, and even invitingly acceſable, en- 
couraging his pupils in the diiplay of all their little 
doubts, queries, and divided opinions; teaching them 

b 2 at 


® By numerous is not meant here many ſcholars at once, but 
at various times: as perhaps no man can, to perfection, teach 
more chan twelve or fourteen at atme. 
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at the ſame time, not to perſiſt in an opinion, &c. 
becauſe they had once avowed it ; but to come frankly 

into conviction, and would frequently, with a con- 
defeending bow, ſmile, Sr. thank a ſcholar for any 
little officious ſervice or mtended obligations ; nay, 
frequently apologize, or alk pardon, for any omiſ- 
fion, miſtake, miſapprehenſion, or ſimilar modes of 
behaviour; ſuch as frequently occur among the beft 
bred and polite ; and thus by being treated as men, 
they become emulous of being fuch, Familiarities 
in a tyrant are obſerved. to beget contempt, in hin 
reſpe& and gratitude; for as he has not even a 
thought that is ambitious, wrong, or malicious, he 
never was or can be ſeen by them in a little, mean, or 
ridiculous light; but his whole conduct is the living 
objett of their imitation. Thus as his character is 
unt form, his temper ſerene and fieady, the influence 
acquired in his ſchool is unlimited: He applauds 
with ſo much pleaſure, and reprqves with io much 
ter ler concern and affection, that they love him as 
a rent. So confianily devout, and fervent in the 
d es of religion and morality, that they reverence 
h 1s a Saint, and conſider him as a Mentor: They are 
aw by his virtues, not by his ſeverities; and by a 
conitant attention to his doctrine, exemplified iu his 
own life, his pupils frequently acquire ** ſuch a con- 
«« viction of the conſciouſneſs of a deity to all their 
„thoughts, that every inordinate wiſn becomes 
_* ſecretly ſuppreſſed by the moſt ſcrupulous circum- 
„ fſpection. | 


Such is the amiable CanÞipus, and ſuch the 
engaging and fucceisful methods he makes ule of 


—— —©< To REAR the tender thought, 
< To TEACH the young idea how to ſhoot, 

c To po the freſh inftructons oer the mind. 
© To BREATHE th” enliv'ning ſpirit, and to FIX 


„The GEN'ROUS purpoſe ju the glewing breaſt,” 


Dexex- 
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* Dxnuneivs too is a man of learning, but not fo 
notorious for his learning as the ofterttation of it. 
Therefore, knowledge he cannot have muck of, 
becauſe, if he had, he would ſee /o muck weakneſs 
even in the perfection of human reaſon, that he 
would in confequence deſbiſe, not be proud of ; 
his own miſerable pittance: Watching and aſſiſting 
the openings of little minds, enlarging their ideas, 
ſowing the feeds of goodneſs, or weeding out enormities, 
though very eſſential points, are yet fuch as he is 
equally ignorant and unconcerned about, wanting that 
neceſſary diſcernment to deduce the actions of men to 
their minuteſt ſources, or to infer conſequences from 
their manners or actions; but his incapacity in this 
is not the leaſt obſtruction to his general acceptat ion, 
which my wiſeft readers will, on fit thoughts, won- 
der at; but then let them conſider, that there are 
hundreds of parents who can judge of a lad's 
advancement in ſounds, fyllables, words, or lan- 
guages, who are utterly incapable of diſcerning the 
enlargement of his mental faculties, and their wonder 
will ceaſe. I have obſerved betore, that he is vain 
and oftentatious: I fhould have added paſſionate, 
pedantic, arrogant, moroſe, and ill-natured, the 
natural produce of a narrow and ignorant mind. As 
paſſionate, he frequently oppoſes commotion - with 
commotion : So that his ſcholars look upon his ſeve- 
rities as revenge, or the gratification of his own con- 
teſting humours, not the neceffary correction of their 
faults. His paſſion too drives him to ſuch lengths, 
as often fubjects him to undue conceſſions, ſo that he 
deſtroys the authority and order of his ſchool by his 
very endeavours to preſerve them; in ſhort, as his 
behaviour in ſchool is exafly the reverſe to that of 
CanDibus, fo are its effects, for Dznuncivs is as 
heartily ridiculed and deſpiſed, as the other is 
reverenced and beloved. While their boys, though 
perhaps with the equal approbation of their feyeral 
parents, leave their reſpective ſchools with this dif- 
| lerer. e 


i Nn. INTRO DU T ION, 


ference, i. e. The inſtruction and example of Can- 
DIDVsS having diſpelled from before his pupils the 
miſt of ignorance, and enabled them to ſee clear! 
and joogy infallibly of the merits and demerits of 
good and evil, and of the natural conſequences 
thereof, his young men are thereby enabled to guard 
againſt all incitements to the viſionary pleaſures of 
guilty life, and to ſteer their courſe with ſecurity and 
credit through the world: Whereas thoſe of Dznux- 
civs, not having had their ſenſes and reaſoning 
faculties exerciſed, or their judgements cultivated, 
but tyrannized into implicit obe 

into an irreparable meanneſs, abjectneſs, and ſlaviſh- 
nels of ſpirit, fally forth into action and the wide 
world at random, ignorant of the roads that lead to 
true honour and happmeſs, and unapprized of the 
latent dangers of vice and error, till they are perhaps 
furpriſed, ſwallowed up, or otherwiſe undone by their 

conſequences, 


' Notwithſtanding the reverſeneſs of Keie two cha- 
racers, they are almoſt always miſerably confounded 
by the undiſcerning world, who are ever liable to be 
deceived by falſe appearances. Narrow* reſerve and 


pedantic moroſeneſs have paſſed for ſoun4 wildom 


and profound diſcretion: Inſtructors of youth have 
degenerated into the corrupters and depravers of it, 
authority into tyranny, and ſubmiſſion into ſlavery : 
Hence it is that the moſt defpicahle and worthleſs pre- 
tenders have put up for that veneration and eſteem, 
only due to men of ability and worth; and oftener 
men of ability and worth have been obliged to flare 
the contempt due to knaves and dunces: By this means 
the moſt laudable and konourary profeſſion in the 
world, i. e. the inſtructing of youth, is eſteemed 
mean, dependent, and ſervile ; SY thus, in far more 
inſtances than immediately relate to my purpoſe, a 
nice obſeryer may diſcern ** That the 2 
Q 


ience, and perhaps, 
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of diſtinction between good and evil are almoſt loft 
in the world.” | 


Grammatical learning is at preſent, perhaps, 00 
much out of faſhion, eſpecially among the ladies. Moſt 
of our Engliſh Grammars are fo dependent upon the 
Latin, that they appear en) tranilations of them, 


introducing many needls perplexities ; as ſuperfleous 


caſes, genders, moods, teries, Ec. pecullarities 
which our language is exempt from : Therefore it 
muſt proceed from ignorance or parade in any ſchool- 
maſter to teach or pretend muck advantage there- 
from, to a mere Engii/h icholar; and, it is owing to 
this ignorance or un/ucce/ifru! pretence, that Engl 
Grammar is /o muck neglected, or lo lightly eſteemed 
as it is, evan amon?it men of learning; though it 
is generally allowed that nene can ſpeak or write 
properly who are isuorent of Grammar: Therefore 
it becomes neceifary thit a practical Eng';/ Grammar“ 
ſhould be conliſtent with itielf, and independent of 
3 except in ſuch articles as are common to 
otn. | 


People can never diſplay their talents to muck 
advantage, either in writing or converſation, unlels 
they have a taſte for the beauty and propiicty of 
their mother tongue ; and which they can never have, 
without learning it, /o as to know the nature and 
kinds of words, with their connexions and dependen- 
cies upon one another. That many women read 
much, and yet net to ediiication, is chiefly becauſe 
they are ignorant of thefe connexions and dependen- 
cies, and thereby apply relatives to wrong antecedents, 
verbs to wrong names, particularly where there is 4 
genitive caſe between a nominative word and the verb, 
miſtake things tor perſons, and perſons. tor _ 

| an 
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and are thereby miſſed in the ſenſe of what they are 
about to trace, eſpecially in circumſtantial authors, or 
juch as the generality call dark and obſcure writers, 
meaning thote who, by tranſpolition, &c. deviate 


from the general order ot the language: They feel an 


entanglenent, though they know not what or where, 
and are equally blind to the beanties and idioms of 
language 1 could eafiy exemplify this; but it would 
be tedious to demonitrate it to thoſe who know 
nothing of goverument or conftruciion, and needlefs to 
thoſe that do, and Av wer experunced the want of it 
in others. | 


Women being thus left lame in their learning, are 
in a great meaſure incapable of further improving 
themieives, in ſpite of a the pains that writers 
have taken, or may take, till the obitacle be removed: 
And fill to aggravate the caſe, they are moſtly put 
to /ewing or {fimilar articles, under the care of ſome 
miſtreſs, who is perhaps either utterly mcapable of 
aſſiſting them in the purſuit of knowledge, or who, 
from a crudity of ſcholars, wants time to point out 
or explain to them ju places or ſubjects in books 


as are be adapted to their ſeveral wants, or even to 


direct them in the choice of books. Others there 
are who have not a book in their ſchools, or ſuch 
only as are no way ſuitable for youth. Theſe impe- 
diments are very lamentable, «pccrally as they occur 
in the very nick of time a young lady i, be taught 
to think, reflect, and form a taſte of life m. 


I do not mean to recommend READING at the 
expence of sEwiNG, but would only make a prin- 
_ £iþle of the former. There are ſeveral governeſſes, 
doubtleſs, who are very capable of inſtructing young 
ladies in both, which would form an agreeable vari- 
ety, by relaxing or relieving them from one by the 


Other. 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe who have no taſte for intelleftua! amuſement s 
will ſeize upon the next thing at hand, be it of ever 
fo light or fantaſtical a kind. A love for diverſions, 
where it has once got foot ing, /leals upon perſons 
inſenfibly, till it engrofles their whole time: It there- 
fore becomes necellarv to get the itart of it, aud * 


9 them early with a ove of books,” 
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ET PRACTICE of VIRTUE recommended. 


"If Happinefs be your Purſuit, ' 
Plant Virtue, —and Content's the Fruit. 


Gay. 


1 A HEN Hercules, ſays the divine Prodicus, was 
; in that Part of his Youth, in which it was 
| op natural for him to conſider what Courſe of 
1 Lite he ou to purſue, he one Da 
b * E — 2 retired _ Deſart, where the Silence 
and Solitude of the Place very manch favoured his 
* Meditations. As he was muſing on his prefent 
340 Condition, and very much perplexed in himſelf on 
347 «the State of Life he ſhould chufe, he faw two 
351 Women, of a larger Stature than ordinary, approach- 


354 ging towards him. One of them had a very _ 
352 Air, and graceful Deportment ; her Beauty u 

355 tural and eafy; her Perſon clean and 2 
2 ner Eyes caſt towards the Ground, with an agreeable 
go/ ; her Motion and Behaviour full of Modeſty ; 
227 ad her Raiment as white as gnow.—The other had 
45 2 great deal of Health and Floridneſs in her Coun- 
366 renande, which ſhe had helped with an artificial 
er hite and Red, and endeavoured to appear more 


g graceful than ordinary i in * Mien, by a Mixture of 
| AttCC 
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AﬀeRation in all her Geſtures. She had à wonder. 
ful Confidence and Aſſurance in her Looks, and all 
the Variety of Colours in her Dreſs, that ſhe thought 
were the moſt —— to ſnhew her Complexion to an 
Advantage. She caſt her Eyes on herſelf, then 
turned them on thoſe that were preſent, to ſee how 
they liked her, and oſten looked on the Figure ſhe 
made in her own Shadow. Upon ber nearer. approach 
to Hercules, {he ſtepped before the other Lady, . (whd 
came forward with a regular compoled Carriage) and 
running up to him, accoſted him in the following 
Manner: e 
My dear Hercules, (ſays ſhe) I find you are very 
much divided in your own Thoughts upon the Way 
of Life that =_u ought to chuſe: Be my Friend, and 
follow me; I will lead you into the Poſſeſſion of 
Pleafure, and out of the Reach of Pain, and remove 
ou from all the Noiſe and Diſquietude of Buſineſs. 
he Affairs of either War or Peace ſhall have no 
Power to diſturb you. Your whole Employment ſhall 
be to make your Life eaſy, and to entertain every 
Senſe with its proper Gratifications. Sumptuous 
Tables, Beds of Roles, Clouds of Perfumes, Concerts 
of Mufic, Crowds of Beauties, are all in Read ineſs to 
receive you. Come along with me into this Region 
of Delights, this Word of Pleafure, and bid farewell 
For ever to Care, to Pain, and to Buſineſs. | 


Hercules, hearing the Lady talk after this Manner 


2 


deſired to know her Name; to which ſhe anſwered, 
my Friends, and thoſe who are well acquainted with 
me, call me Happineſs; but my Enemies, and thoſe 
who would injure my Reputation, have given me the 
Name of Pleature. | + I 


By this Time the other 3 come up ho 
addreſſed hericlt to the young Hero in a very different 
Manner. | | ; 


Hercules, (fays (he) I offer myſelf to you, becauſe 

1 know you are deſcended from the Gods, and give 
Proofs of that Deſcent by your Love to van _ 
07 | 2 ta 
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Application to the Studies proper for your Age. This 
me hope you will gain both for yourfelt and: 
me an immortal Reputation. But before: I invite 
you into my Society and-Friendſhip, I will be open 
and fincere with you; and muſt lay down this as an 
eſtabliſhed Truth, that there is nothing truly valuable 
which. can be purchaſed without Pains and Labour. 
The Godsthave fet a. Price upon every real and noble 
Pleaſurel If you would gain the Favour of the Deity, 
2 muſt be at the Pains of worſhipping him; if the 
Friendſhip of good Men, you muſt ſtudy to oblige 
them; if you would be honoured by your Country, 
you muſt take Care to ſerve it. In ſhort, if you 
would be eminent in War or Peace, you muſt become 
Maſter of all the Qualifications that can make you 
10. Theſe are the only Terms and Conditions upon 
which I can propoſe Happineſs. The Goddeſs of 
Pleaſure here broke in upon her Diſcourſe: You ſee, 
(faid ſhe) Hercules, by her own Confeſſion, the Way 
to her Pleaſure is long and difficult; whereas that 
which 1 p ſe is ſhort and eaſy. Alas! (ſaid the 
other Eady, whoſe Viſage glowed with a Paſſion made 
up of Scorn and Pity) what are the Pleaſures you pro- 
poſe? To eat before are hungry, drink before 
you are thirſty, fleep before you are tired, to gratify 
Appetites before they are raiſed, and raiſe ſuch Appe- 
tites as Nature never planted. You never heard the 
molt delicious Muſic, which is the Praiſe of one's Self; 
nor ſaw the moſt beautiful Object, which is the Work 
of one's own Hands. Your Votaries paſs away their 
Youth in a Dream of miſtaken Pleaſure, while they 
are hoarding up Anguiſh, Torment, and Remorſe 
or old Age. 
As for me, Iam the Friend of the Gods and of good 
Men, an agreeable Companion of the Artilan, a 
houſhold Guardian to the Fathers of. Families, a 
Patron and Protector -ob Servants, and an Aſſociate 
in all true and generous Friendſhips. The Banquets 
of my Votaries are never . but always ma ; 
Ws 2 tor 
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for none eat and drink at them, who are not invited 
by Hunger and Thirſt. Their Slumbers are 
ati&Their” are chearſul-. My young Men 
have the Pleaſure 6f hearing themſelves praiſed by 
2 who are 42 5 _ who-are in Yers, 
of being honour 0 are young. In 2 
Word, my Followers are favoured by the Gods, 
beloved by their Acquaintance,.: efleemed- by their 
Country, and (after the Cloſe of their Labours) 
Honoured by Poſterity. 8 
We know by the ile of this memorable Hero, to 
which of theſe two Ladies he gave up his Heart; 
and, I believe, every one who reads: 
Him the Juſtice to approve his Choice. | 
I very much 2dmire the Speeches uf theſe Ladies, 
as contitining in them the chief ti 1a Life 
of Virtue, or a Life of Pleaſure, that eduld {enter 
into the Thougłits of an Heathen; but bm pd pardierilarly 
pleaſed with the different Figures he gives the 
Goddeſſes. Our modern Authors: have Tefirefented 
Pleaftire and Vice with an alluring Ficey hut ending 
in Snakes and 1 Here ſhe appears i al the 
Charms of Beauty, though they are falle and bor- 
rovred; and by that Means compoſe a Viton entirely 
natural and leaſing. 
I Have tranflated this Altezory for the Benefit of 
the Youth of Grrat- Bruin; and particularly of thoſe 
who are ſtilliin the deplorable State of Non exiſtence, 
and tyhom 1 moſt earneſtly entreat to come into the 
World. Let my Embrios ew the leaft Incfination 
to any finfle Vit tue, and I ſhall allow it to be + 
Strue ting fowerds Birth. I do not expect of them, 
that, like the Here in the foregoin s Story, th 
frond go! about as 10m as che are born with a Clu 
irrtheir Fands, nd Lion's Skin on their Shoulders, 
to root out Monſters, ind deſtrby — wad ; but as the 
fineſt Aut hör bf Il Antiquity has this very 


diftinguith himſelf M 2 ſhining Parts of a _= 
__ Tha- 


vill de 


Occafiorr, though a Man bas not the abilities 2 


— — 4 
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Character, he has certainly the Capacity of being 


juſt, faithful, modeſt, and temperate. . 


E AA 
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E who defers his Work from Day to Day, 

1 > wp on a River's Brink expecting flay, 1 
Tull the whole Stream which fle him flonld be gone, - 
6 — . Which, as it runs, for ever will run on. | Axor. 


rr 33 * 5 15 
- EDLENESS is fo general 2 Diſtemper, that I cannot 
f - © but imagine a Speculation on this Subject will 
f de of univerſal Uſe. There is hardly any one Per- 
. ſon without ſome Alloy of it; and Thouſands beſides 
myſelf ſpend more Time in an idle Uncertainty, 
whether of two Affairs to begin firſt, than would 
have. been ſufficient to have ended them both. The 
Occaſion —.— ſeems to * 8 * ſome 
neceſſary Employment, to put the Spirits in Motion, 
and to awaken — of their Lethargy. If I had 
leſs Leiſure, I ſhould have more; for I ſhould then 
kind Time diſtinguiſhed into Portions, ſome for Buſi- 
neſs, and others for the indulging of Pleafures : But 
now one Face oi Indolence overſpreads the whole, 
and I have no Land- mark to direct myſelf by. Were 
one's Time a little itraitened by Buſineſs, like Water 
encloſed in its Banks, it would have ſome determined 
Courſe; but unleſs it be put into ſome Channel, it 
has no Current, but becomes a Deluge without either 
Uſe or Motion. wake 4,01. 5 1:4 af | 
When Scanderburg, Prince of Epirus, was dend, 
the Turks, who had but too often felt the Force of 
his Arm in the Battles he had won irom them, ima-- 
zined that by wearing a piece of his Bones near their 
Hearts, they ſhould be animated with a Vigonr and 
Force like to that which inſpired him when living. 
As I am like to be but of little Uſe while I live, I 
amp relulved to do what Good I can after my Deceaſe; 
and have accordingly ordered my Bones to be diſpoſed 


of in this Manner tos the Good of my Countrymen, 


who 


C 
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who are ftoubled Rh tos 'exorbitint a of 
Fire. All Fox:tllters, Wearing ine, would in 
a ſhort Time be brought to-endure their Beds: in a 
Morning, eee even quit them with Regret 


at Tens Inſt of hurrying away to t a. poor 
Animal, and runsway Hs Wen Gen Thoteths, 


Chair or 2 Chariot would bethought the wiolt def Able i 
Means of performing a Remove: from one Place to 
another. I ſhould be a Cure for the unnatural Deſire 
of Jom Trott for Ha S 10 Teflen the 
. fo the profit FG 
a to ge tion to +t t 
ſhe is in. ho Ge, Mummy vas ever half 
fo uſeful in Phyſic, ' as Tſhould be to thoſe Feveriſh 
Conſtitations, to repreſs the violent Sallies of Youth, 


and togiveeactrAMion Us p oper Weight ah&Repbile. 
I'carv ſtifle: 


Tnelivtion, and pp A 
Torrevit of Anger, or the 2Solictfations of R 


with Succeſs. But Indolence is à Stream dich ws 
ſiowly on, but yet undermmes the Toumdatien of 
every Virtue. A Vice of u more lively Nature were 
2 more deſtrable it than this Riiſt of the Mind, 
which gives a T of its Nature to every Action 
of one's Liſe. It were zs little Hazard to he tdffell 
in a Sturm, as to lie tus Perpetually becalmed: And 
it is to no *'to hive within one the Seeds of a 
Thoufand' ities, if we want tlie Vigour and 
Reſolution neceſſary for the exerting them. Death 
brings all Perſons back to an Equality ; ; and this ſilage 
of it, this Slumber of the'Nind; Difference 
between the greateſt: Genius and the meaneft Under- 
ſtanding: A Faculty of deing Things emarkably 
Praiſe-worthy thus concealed, is of no mote Uſe to 
the Owner, than 4 Heap of Gold to 2 Man who 
— is Rill the fatal Tint heh all to te 
reQifhed : To-mortow comes, "and stin if 
Ret myſelf with the Shadow, -whilſt' 1 loſe {the 
; unmindful that the- preſent Tine alone is 


ours, 
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dirs; the futine is yet unborn, andthe paſt is dead, 
and can only live (as Parents in their Sbilaren) in 

the Actions it has produced. 
The Pime we live ought not to be computed by 
the Number of-Years, but by the Ufe' which has 
deen made of it; thus it is not the Extent of 
Ground, but the yearly Rent which gives the Value 
do me; Eſtate. Wretched and thoughtleſs Creatures, 
in dhe only Place where Covetouſneſs were a Virtue, 
we turn Prodigals! Nothing lies upon our Hands 
with fach Uneafineſs ; nor has there been ſo many 
Devices for any one Fhiris; as to make it ſlide a 
 impe tbly and. to no Purpoſe. A Shilling any 
De ed up with Care, whilft that which is above 
L... Price of air Eſtate, is lung away with Dilregar regargl 
=nd-Contempt. There is nothing now-a-days 
much avoided, as a folicitous Improvement of every 
-Part of Time: it is 7 Report that muſt be onda 
as one tenders the Name of a Wit and a fine Genins, 
and as one fears the dreadful Character of a luborious 
Pledder: But notwithſtanding this, the greateſt 
Wits any Age has produced thought far otherwiſe ; 
for who can think « either Socrates or Demoſthenes lolt 
any Reputation, by their contimial Pains both in 
overcoming the Defects and improving the Gifts of 


Nature? All are acquainted with the Labour and 
with which Tally acquired his Eloquence. | 
Seneca, in his Letters to Luciizs, aſſures him, therg 


was not a in which he did not either write 

— or read and epitomife ſome good Author; 
and I remember Hiny, in one of his Letters, where 
he gives an Accommt of the various Methods he ufed 


to ll up every vacancy of Time, after ſeveral 


loyments which he eitumerates; ſometimes, 
fays he, I hunt; but even then I carry with me a 
Pocket- book, that whit my Servants are buſied in 
difpoling of the Nets and other Matters; I may. be 
in ſomething that may be uſeful to me im. 
my Studies ; and that if; I mis of wy Game. 1 . 


8 Tie PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 
at the leaſt bring Home ſome of, my own Thoughts 


with me, and not have the Mortifcation of having 


caught nothing all Day.,.,, - + 4 +: 576 

Thus, Sir, you ſee how, many. Examples I recal 
to Mind, and what Arguments I uſe with myſelf, 
to regain my, Liberty: But as, I am afraid it, is no 
ordinary Perſuaſion that will be of Service, I ſhall 
expect your Thoughts upon this Subject, with 
the greateſt Impatience, eſpecially ſince the God 
will not be confined to me alone, but will be of 
univerſal Uſe. For there are no Hopes of Amend- 
ment where Men are pleaſed with their Ruin, 
and whilſt they think Lazineſs is a deſirable Cha- 


rater: Whether it be that they like the State 


itſelf, or that they think it gives them a new 
Luſtre when they do exert themſelves, ſeemingly 
to be able to do that without Labour and Applica- 
tion, which others attain to but by the greateft 


Dili Ace y ana s 
— SIMON SLOW¼. 
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on SPENDING TIME. 


, 4 
Time in Advance, behind him hides his Wings, 
And ſeems to creep decrepid with his Age: 
Behold him when paſt by, what then e ſcen, | $84. 
But his broad Pintons flecter than the Wind. YouNG.- 


V E all of us complain of the ſhortneſs of Time, 

faith Seneca, and yet have much more than 
we know what to do with. Our Lives, ſays he, are 
ſpent either in doing nothing at all, or in doing nothing 
to the Purpoſe, or in doing nothing that we ought 
to do. We are always complaining our Days are 
few, and acting as though there would be no end 
of them. That noble Philoſopher has deſcribed our 


Inconſiſtency with ourſelves, in this Particular, by all 


thoſe various Turns of Expreſſion ind Thought which 
we peculiar to bis Writing. 


? 
= Mn — 


Il oſten 
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I often conſider Mankind-#s wholly inconſiſterit 
with itſelf in a Point that bears ſome Affinity to the 
former. Though we ſeem grieved at the Shortneſs of 
Life in general, we are withing every Period of it at 
an End. The Minor longs- to be at Age, then to be 
a Man of Buſimeſs, then to make up an Eſtate, then to 
arrive at Honours, then to retire. Thus although the 
whole of Life is allowed by every one to be ſhort, the 
ſeveral Diviſions of it appear to be long and tedious. 
We are for lengthening our Span in general, but 
would fain contract the Parts of which it is- compoſed. 
The Uſurer would be very well ſatisfied to Have all 
the Time annihilated that Hes between the preſent 
Moment and next Quarter Day. The Politician would 
de coritent. to loſe three Fears in his Life, could he 
place Things in the Poſture which he fancies they 
will ſtand in after ſuch a Revolution of Time. The 
Lover would be glad to ftrike out of his Exiftcnce all 
the Moments that are to paſs away before the hippy 
Meeting. Thus; - as faſt as our Time runs, we ſhoutd 
be very „ in moſt Pärts of our Lives, that it ran 
much faſter than it does. Several Hours of the Day 
hang upon our Hands, nay we wiſh away whole 
_ Years, and travel through Time as through a Country 
filled with many wild and empty Waſtes, which we 
would fain hurry over, that we may arrive at thoſe 
feveral little Settlements or:imaginary Points of Reit 
which are diſperſed up and down in it. 
Ie divide the Life of moſt Men into twenty 
Puafts, we mall find that at leaſt nineteen of them are 
meer Gaps and Chaſms, which are neither filled witii 
Neaſure nor Buſineſs. I do not, however, include in 
3 this Calculation, the Life of thoſe Men who are in 2 
»# perpetual hurry of Affairs, but of thoſe only who are 
not always engaged in Scenes of Action; and l hope 
I ſhall not do an unacceptable Piece of Service to thôle 
Perſons, if I point out to them certain Methods fo 
the -filling up their empty Spaces of Life. Tie. 
Methods I ſhall propoſe to them are as follow: * TO 
FETs T The 
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The firſt is the Exerciſe of Virtue, in the moſt 
general Acceptation of the Word. That particular 
Scheme which comprehends the ſocial Virtues, may 
give Employment to the moſt induſtrious Temper, 
and find a Man Buſineſs more:than the moſt active 
Station of Life. To adviſe the Ignorant, relieve 
the Needy, comfort the Afflicted, are Duties that 
fall in our Way almoſt every Bay of our Lires. A 
Man has frequent Opportunities of mitigating the 
Fierceneſs of a Farty; of doing quſtice to the Cha- 
racter of a deſerving Man; of ſoſtening the Envious, 
quieting the Angry, and rectifying the Prejudiced ; 
which are all of them Employments ſuited to a 
reaſonable Nature, and bring great Satis faction to 
the Perſon who can buſy himſelf in them writh Diſ- 
cret ion. e N 
There is another Kind of Virtue that may find 
Employment for thoſe retired Hours in which we are 
altogether left to ourſelves, and deſtitute of Com- 
pany and Converſation: I mean that Interrourſe 
and Communication which every reaſonable Crea- 
ture ought to maintain with the great Author of his 
Being. The Man who lives under an habitual 
Senſe of the Divine Preſence, keeps up a perpetual 
Chearfulneſs of Temper, and enjoys every Moment 
the Satisfaction of thinking himſelf in company 
with his deareſt and beſt of Friends. The Time 
never lies heavy upon him: It is impoſſible tor him 
to be alone. His Thoughts and Paſſions are the 
molt bufied at ſuch Hours, when thoſe of other Men 
are the moſt inactive. He no ſooner ſteps aut of 
the World, but his Heart burns with Devotion, 


{wells with Hope, and triumphs in the Conſciouſneſs 
of that Preſence which every where furrounds him ; 


or, on the contrary, pours out its Fears, its Sorrows, 

its Apprehenſions, to the great Supporter of its 

Exiſtence. | i b 

I have here only conſidered the Neceſſity of a 

Man's being virtuous, that he may have ſomething to 
| do; 
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lo ; but if I confider further, that the Exerciſe of Vir- 
ue is not only an Amuſement for the Time it laſts, 
but that its Influence extends to thoſe Parts of our 
xiſtence which lie beyond the Grave; and that our 
whole Eternity is to take its Colour from thoſe Hours 
which we here employ in Virtue or in Vice, the Argu- 
ent redoubles upon us, for putting in Practice this 
Method of paſſing away our Time. - | 
When a Man has but a little Stock to improve, 
and has Opportunities of turning it all to good 
Account, what ſhall we think of him it he {utters 
& nineteen Parts of it to lie dead, and perÞaps 2mploys 
even the twentieth to his Ruin or Dilidvrantace? 
But becauſe the Mind cannot be alwavs in its Fer- 
yours, nor ſtrained up to a Pitch of Virtue, it i; 
neceſſary to find out proper Employments for it in 
its Relaxations. | = 
The next Method, therefore, that I would propole 
to fill up our Time, ſhould be uſeful and innocent 
Diverſion. I muſt confeſs I think it is below rea- 
ſonable Creatures to be altogether converſant in ſuch 
Diverſions as are merely innocent, and have nothing 
elſe to recommend them, but that there is no Hurt 
in them. Whether any Kind of Gaming has even 
thus much to ſay for itſelf, I ſhall not determine; 
but I think it is very wonderful to fee Perſons of the 
@ belt Senſe paſſing away a dozen Hours together in 
Wſhuffling and dividing a Pack of Cards, with no other 
onyerlation but what is made up of a few Game 
Phraſes, and no other Ideas but thoſe of black or red 
pots ranged together in different Figures. Would 
dt a Man laugh to hear any one of this Species 
omplain that Lite is ſhort ! 
The Stage might be made à perpetual Source of the 
molt noble and uſeful Entertaiuments, were it under 


proper Regulations. 155 „ 

But the Mind never unbends itſelf fo agreeably as 
n the Converſation of a well choſen Friend. There 
indeed no Bleſſing of Lite that is any Way compa- 


rable 
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rable to the Enjoyment of a diſcreet and virtuous 
Friend. It eaſes and unloads the Mind, clears and 
improves the Underſtanding, — Thought and 
Knowledge, animates Virtue and good Reſolutions, 
jooths and allays the Paſſions, and finds Employment 
for moſt of the vacant Hours of Life. 

Next to fuch an Intimacy witha particular Perſon, 
one would endeayour after'a more general Converſa- 
tion with ſuch as are capable of edifying and enter- 
taining thoſe with whom they converſe, which are 
Qualities that ſeldom go aſunder. 

There are many other uſeful Amuſements of Life, 
which one would endeavour to multiply, that one 
might, on all Occaſions, have-Recourſe to ſamethine, 
rather than ſuffer the Mind to lie idle, or run adrift 
with any Paſfion that chances to ariſe in it. 

A Man that has a Taſte for Muſic, Painting, or 
Architecture, is like one that has another Senſe, when 
compared with ſuch as have no Reliſh of thoſe Arts. 
The Floriſt, the Planter, the Gardener, the Huſband- 
man, when they are only as Accompliſhments to the 
Man of Fortune, are great Reliefs to a Country Life, 
_ many Ways uſeful to thoſe who are poſſeſſed of 
them. | | | 


On the ſame SUBJECT. 


Live well, and then how ſoon ſoe er you die, EN 
Tou art of Age to claim Eternity. | RanDoren. 


FT HE human Species only, to the great Reproach 
1 of our Nature, are filled with Complaints, 
that the Day hangs heavy on then, that they do no- 
know what to do with themſelves, that they are at a 
Loſs ham to paſs away their Time, with many of the 
like ſhameful Murmurs, which we often find in the 
Mouth of thoſe who are ftiled reaſonable Beings. 
How monſtrous are ſuch Expreſſions among Crea- 
tures who have the Labours of the Mind, wn "2 
| 101C 
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thoſe of the Body to furniſh them with proper Em- 


ployment ; who, befides the Buſineſs of their reſpective 
Callings and Profeſſions, can apply themſelves to the 


Duties of Religion, to Meditation, to the reading of 
uſeful Books, and to Diſcourſe; in a Word, who may 
exerciſe themſelves in the unbounded Purſuits of 
Knowledge and Virtue, and every Hour of their Lives 
make themſelves wiſer or better than they were before. 

After having for tome Time been taken up with this 
Courle of Thought, I diverted myſelf with a Book, ac- 
cording to my uſual Cuſtom in order to unbend my 
Mind before I went to Sleep. The Book I made Ule 
of on this Occaſion was Lucian, where I amuſed my 
Thonghts for about an Hour among the Dialogues of 


the Dead, which in all Probability produced the fol- 


lowing Dream: | 
was conveyed, methought, into the Entrance of 
the infernal Regions, where I faw Rhadamanthus, 
one of the Judges of the Dead, ſeated in bis Tri- 
bunal. On his Left Hand ſtood the Keeper of Erebus, 
on his Right Hand the Keeper of EHſium. I was told 
he fat upon Women that Day, there being ſeveral of 
the Sex lately arrived, who had not yet their Vienſions 
afligned them. I was furprized to hear him aik every 
one of them the tame Queſtion, What they ha been 
doing? Upon this Queſtion being propoſed to the 
whole Aﬀembly, they ſtared one upon another, as not 
knowing what to anſwer. He then interrogated each 
of them feparately. Madam, fays he, to the firſt of 
them, you have been upon the Larch about fifty 
Years: What have you been doing tre all this 
While? Doing, lays ſhe, really I do not {now what I 
have been doing: I detire I may have time giver me 
to recollect. After about Halt an How's Pauic, ſhe 
told him, that the had been playing at Crimp; upon 
which Rhadamanthus beckoned to the Keeper on his 
Left Hand, to take her into Cuſtody. And you, Ma- 
darn, fays the Judge, that look with ſuch a foft and 
lunguiffiing Air: I think let out for this Place in 
8 aur 
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vour nine-and-twentieth Year, what have you been 
doing all this While? I had a great deal of Buſineſs 
on my Hands, fays ſhe, being taken up the firſt twelve 
Years of my Lute in arefling a jointed Baby, and all 
the remaining Part of it in reading Plays and Ro- 
mances. oy well, ſays he, you have employed your 
1ime to good purpote. Away with her. he next 
was a plain Countrvwoman: Well, Miſtreſs, ſays 
Rhadamanthus, and what have you been doing? If it 
pleaſe your Worſhip, ſays ſhe, I did not live quite 
rt Yoon ; and in that Time brought my Huſband 
{even Daughters, made him nine thouſand Cheeſes, and 
left my eldeſt Girl with him, to look after his Houſe 
in my Abſence, and wliom I may venture to fay is as 
pretty a Houſewife as any in the Country. Rhada- 
_  renthus ſmiled at the Simplicity of the good Woman, 
and ordered the Keeper of Elyfium to take her into his 
Care. And you, fair Lady, lays he, what have you 
been doing this five-and-thirty Years? I have been 
doing no Hurt, I aſſure you, Sir, faid ſhe. That is 
well, fays he; but what good have you been doing? 
The Lady was in great Conſuſion at this Queſtion, 
and not knowing what to anſwer, the two Keepers 
leaped out to ſeize her at the ſame Time; the one 
took her by the Hand to convey her to Ehſium, the 
other caught hoid of her to carry her away to Erebus. 
But Rhadamanthus obſerving an ingenious Modeſty in 
ner Countenance and Behaviour, bid them both let 
her looſe, and {et her aſide for Re-examination when 
he was more at Leifure. An old Woman, of a proud 
and four Look, preſented herſelf next to the Bar, and 
being aſked what ſhe had been doing? Truly, ſays 
ſhe, I lived threeſcore and ten Years in a very wicked 
Wo.ld, and was ſo angry at the Behaviour of a Par- 
cel of young Flirts, that I ſpent moſt of m | laſt Years 
in ccndemning the Follies of the Times; I was every 


Day biaming the lilly Conduct of the People about me, 
in order to deter thoſe I couverſed with from falling 
into the like Errors and Miſcarriages, Very well, 


ſays 


r 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 5 


fays Rhadamanthius, but did you keep the {ame watch- 


ful Eye over your own Actions? Why, truly, {1 
ſhe, I was fo taken up witit publiſhing the Faults or 
others, that I had no Time to contider my own, 
Madam, fays Rhadarr muthus, Le pleaſed to file off to 
the Lett, and make Room for the venerable Matron 
that ſtands behind you. Old Gentlewoman, fays he, 
think you are fourſcore: You have heard the Quel- 
tion, what have you been doing ſo long in the World? 
Ah, Sir! ſays ſhe, I have been doing what I ſhould 
not have done; but I had made a firm Relolution to 
have changed my Life, if I had not been ſnatciied off 
by an untimely End. Madam, ſays he, you wil! 
plexfe to follow your Leader; and ſpying another or 
the fame Age, interrogated her in the lame Form. 
To which the Matron replied, I have been the Wiſe 
of a Huſband, who was as dear to me in his old Age 
as in his Youth. I have been a Mother, and very 


happy in my children, whom | endeavoured to bring 


up m every thing that was good. My eldeſt Son 15 
bleſſed by the Poor, and beloved by N one that 
knows him. I lived within my ow˖n¼V Family, and left 
it much more wealthy than I found it. Rhadamar- 
thus, who knew the Value of the old Lady, ſmiled 
upon her in ſuch a Manner, that the Keeper of Elyſiuni, 
who knew his Office, reached out his Hand to her. 
He no ſooner touched her, but her Wrinkles vaniſhed, 
her Eyes ſparkled, her Cheeks glowed with Bluſhes, 
and ſhe appeared in full Beauty. A young Wo- 
man obſerving that this Officer who conducted the 
Happy to Elyfium, was ſo great a Beautifier, longed 
to be in his Hands, ſo that preſſing through the 
Crowd, ſhe was the next who appeared at the Bar. 
And being aſked what ſhe had been doing the five- 
and-twenty Years that ſhe had been in the world: I 
have endeavoured, ſays ſhe, ever ſince I came to Ye ::> 
of Diſcretion, to make myſelf lovely, and to gain Ad- 
mirers. In order to it, I paſt my Time in bottling up 
May Dew, inventing vw Waſhes, mixing Colors, 

2 cuttms. 
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cutting out Patches, confulting my Glaſs, fuiting my 
Complexton, tearing off my Tucker, ſinking my 
Stays —Rhadamanihus, without hearing her out, gave 
the Sign to take her off. Upon the Approach of the 
Keeper of Erebus, her Colour faded, her Face puckered 
up with Wrinkles, and her whole Perſon was loſt in 
Deformity. 
| was then furprized with a diſtant Sound of a whole 
Trocp of Females that came forward laughing, ſing- 
ing, and dancing. I was very deſirous to know the 
Reception they would meet with, and withal was very 
apprehenſive that Rhatomanthus would ſpoil their 
Muth: But at their nearer Approach, the Noiſe grew 
fo very great that it awakened me. 
I lay tome Time; reflecting in myſelf on the Odd- 
nels of this Dream, and could not forbear aſking my 
own Heart what I was doing? I anſwered myrtelf, that 
I was writing Guardians. If my Readers make as good 
2 Uſe of this Work as I defign they ſhould, I hope it 
will never be imputed to me as a Work that is vain 
and unprofitable. 

I ſhall conclude with recommending to them the 
fime ſhort Self- examination. If every one of them 
frequently lays his Hand upon his Heart, and conſi- 
ders what he is doing, it will check him in all the 


idle, or what is worſe, the vicious Moments of Life; 


lift up his Mind when it is rumning on in a Series 
af indifferent Actions, and encourage him when he is 
engaged in thofe that are virtuous and laudable. In a 
Word, it will very much alleviate that Guilt, which 
the beſt of Men have Reaſon to acknowledge in their 
daily Confeſſions, of leaving undone theſe Things which 
they oug lat to have done, and of doing thoſe Things which they 
- ought not to have done. | 
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On PRIDE. 


Tf aught on Farth th immortal Pozo rs deride, 
is ſurely this Ie Littleneſs of Pride. | AN O. 
T there be any Thing which makes human Nature 
appear ridiculous to Beings of ſuperior Faculties, 
it muſt be Pride. They know to well the Vanity of 
thoſe imaginary Perfections that ſwell the Heart of 
Man, and of thoſe little ſupernumerary Advanages, 
whether in Birth, Fortune, or Title, which one Man 
enjoys above another, that it muſt certainly very much 
aſtoniſh, if it does not very much divert them, u her! 
tiiey {ee a Mortal puffed up and valuing himſelf above 
his Neighbours on any of theſe Accounts, at the fame 
Time that he is obnoxious to all the common Calami- 
ties of the Species. | 
To ſet this Thought in its true Light, we ſhall 


fancy, if you pleaſe, that yonder Mole-hill is inha- 


bited by reaſonable Creatures, and that every Piimire 
his Shape and Way of Life only excepted) is en- 
owed with human Paſſions. How ſhouid we ſmile 
to hear one give an Account of the Pedigrees, Diſ- 
tinctions, and Titles that reign amongſt them! Ob- 
ſerve how the whole Swarm divide, and make Way 
for the Piſmire that paſſes through them! You mult 
underſtand he is an Emmet of Quality, and has bet- 
ter Blood in his Veins than any Piſmire in the Mole- 
hill. Do you not fee how ſenſible he is of it, how 
{low he marches forward, how the whole Rabble of 
Ants keep their Diſtance? Here you may obterve one 
placed upon a little Eminence, and looking down on 
a long Row of Labourers. He is the richeſt Intect 
on this Side the Hillock: He has a Walk of Hl 4 
Yard in Length, and a Quarter of an Inch in Drezdthi; 
he keeps one Hundred menial Servants, and haus at 
leaſt fifteen Barley Corus in his Orun»ry. He is nd 
chiding and enflaving the Emmet that itands beiore 
him, and who, for all that we can difcover, is as govd 

an Emmet as himſelf. | 
= Bay et 
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But here comes an Inſe& of Figure: Do not you 
take Notice of a little white Straw that he carries in 


his Mouth? That Straw, you muſt underſtand, he * 


would not part with for the longeſt Tract about the 
Mole-hill; Did you but know what he has under- 
gone to purchaſe it! See how the Ants of all Quali- 


ties and Conditions ſwarm about him. Should this 


Straw drop out of his Mouth, you would ſee all this 
numerous Circle -of Attendants follow the next that 
took it up, and leave the diſcarded Inſect, or run 
over his Back to come at his Succeſſor. | 
If now you have a Mind to ſee all the Ladies of the 
Mole-hill, obſerve firſt the Piſmire that liſtens to the 
Emmet on her Left Hand, at the fame Time that 


| the ſeems to turn away her Head from him. He tells 


this poor Inſect that ſhe is a Goddeſs ; that her Eyes 
are brighter than the Sun; that Life and Death are 
at her Diſpoſal. She believes him, and gives herſelf 
a thouſand little Airs upon it. Mark the Vanity of 
the Piſmire on her Left Hand. She can ſcarce 
crawl with Age; but you muſt know ſhe values her- 
Tfelf upon her Birth; and, if you mind, ſpurns at 
every one that comes within her Reach. The little 
nimble Coquette that is running along the Side of 
her, is a Wit. She has broken many a Pilmire's 
Heart. Do but obſerve what a Drove of Lovers are 
running after her. Dk 

We will here finiſh this imaginary Scene ; but firſt 
of all to draw the Parallel clofer, will ſuppoſe, if 
ou pleaſe, that Death comes down upon the Mole- 
Pill, in the Shape of a Cock-Sparrow, and picks up, 
without Diſtinction, the Piſmire of Quality and his 
Flatterers, the Piſmire of Subſtance and his Day- \ 
libourers, the White-Straw Officer and his Syco- 
phants, with all the Goddeſſes, Wits, and Beauties 
vt the Mole-hill. | , 

May we not imagine that Beings of ſuperior Na- 
tires and Perfections regard all the Inſtances of Pride 
and Vanity among our own Species, in the fame $ 
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Kind of View, when they take a Survey of thoſe who 
inhabit this Earth; or in the Language of an inge- 
nious French Poet, of thoſe Piſmires that people this 
Heap of Dirt, which human Vanity has divided into 


/ 


Climaies and Regions. | 


— 


The BASKET-MAKER. A Peruvian Tale, 
The Pride of Blood, or high Birth decried 


Wirth makes the Man, and Want of it the Fellow, | 
The Reſt is all but Leather and Prunelto, 1 


N the Midſt of that vaſt Ocean, commonly called 
the South-Sen, lie the Ilands of Solomon. In the 
Center of thoſe lies one not only diſtant from the 
Reſt, which are immenſely ſcattered round it, but alſo 
larger beyond Proportion. An Anceſtor of the Prince, 
who now reigns abſolute in this central Iſland, has, 
through a long Deſcent of Ages, entailed the Name 
of Solomon's Iſlands on the whole, by the Effect of 
that Wiſdom wherewith he poliſhed the Manners of 

his People. | 
A Deſcendent of one of the great Men of this hap- 
1 becoming a Gentleman to ſo improved a 
gree as to deſpiſe the good Qualities which had 
originally ennobled his Family, thought of nothing 
but how to ſupport and diſtinguiſh his D.gnity by 
the Pride of an ignorant Mind, and a Diipohttion 
abandoned to Pleature. He had a Houſe on the Sca- 
Side, where he ſpent great Part of his Time in hunt- 
ing and fiſhing: But found himſelf at a Loſs in Pur- 
ſuit of thole important Diverſions, by Means of a 
long Slip of Marſh Land, overgrown with high 
Reeds, that lay between his Houſe and the Sea. Re- 
ſolving, at length, that it became not a Man of his 
Quality to ſubmit to Reſtraint in his Pleaſurcs, for 
the Eaſe and Convenience of an obſtinate Mechanic; 
and having often endeavoured, in vain, to buy out 
the Owner, who was an honeſt poor — ; 

a 
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and whole Livelihood depended on working up the 


Flags of thoſe Reeds, in a Manner peculiar to him- 
felt, the Gentleman took Advantage of a very high 
Wind, and commanded his Servants to burn dow 
the Barrier. | 
The Baſket-m3ker, who faw himſelf undone, com- 
plained of the Oppreſſion in Terms more ſuited to 


his Senſe of the Injury, than the Reſpect due to the 


Rank of the Offender: And the Reward this impru- 
dence procured him, was the additional Injuſtice of 
Blows and Repreaches, and all Kinds of Inſult and 
Indignity. | 

There was but one Way to a Remedy, and he took 
it: For going to the Capital, with the Marks of his 
hard Uſage upon him, he threw himſelf at the Feet of 
tae King, and procured a Citation for his Oppreſſor's 
Appearance ; who, confeſling the Charge, proceeded 
to juſtify his Behaviour by the poor Man's unmind- 
filnets of the Submiſſion due from the Vulgar to 
Gentlemen of Rank and Diſtinction. 

But pray, replied the King, what Diſtinction of 


Rank had the Grandfather ot you Father, when, be- 


ing a Cleaver of Wood in the Palace of my Anceſtor, 
he was raiſed from among thoſe Vulgar you ſpeak of 
with inch Contempt, in Reward of an Inſtance he 
give of his Courage and Loyality in Defence of his 
Malter? Yet his Diſtinction was nobler than your's : 
lt was the Diltin&tion of Soul, not of Birth; the 
Superiority of Worth, not of Fortune! I am forry I 
have a Gentleman in my Kingdom, who is baſe enough 
to be ignorant, that Eaſe and Diſtinction of Fortune 
were beſtowed on him but to this End, that, being at 
Reſt from all Cares of providing tor himſelf, he might 
apply his Heart, Head, and Hand, for the public 
dvantage of others. 

Here the King, diſcontinuing his Speech, fixed an 
Eye of Indignation on a ſullen Reſentment of Mien 
which he obſerved in the haughty Offender, who 
muttered out his Diſlike of the Encouragement this 
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Way of thinking muſt give to the Commonalty, who, 


he ſaid, were to be conſidered as Perions of no Con- 


ſequence, in Compariſon off Men wi were born to 
be honoured. Where Reflection is wanting, replied 
the King, with a Smile of Diſdain, Men mult rnd 
their Defects in the Pain of their Sufferings. Yan- 
huma, added he, turning to a Captain of his Galleys, 


| ſtrip the Injured and the Injurer; and, conveying 


them to one of the moſt barbarous and remoteſt of the 
Hands, ſet them aſhore in the Night, and leave them 
both to their Fortune. 5 

The Place in which they were landed was a Marſh ; 
under Cover of thoſe Flags the Gentleman was in 
Hopes to conceal himſelf, and give the Slip to his 
Companion, whom he thought it a Diſgrace to be 
found with: But the Lights in the Galley having 
given an Alarm to the Savages, a conſiderable Body 
of them came down, and diſcovered, in the Morning, 
the two Strangers in their Hiding-place. Setting up 
2 diſmal Yell, they ſurrounded them; and advancing 
nearer and nearer with a Kind of Clubs, ſeemed deter- 
mined to diſpatch them, without Senfe of Hotpitality 
or Mercy. : 

Here the Gentleman began to diſcover, that the 
Superiority of his Blood was imaginary: For, between 
the Conſciouſneſs of Shame and Cold, under the 


Nakedneſs he had never been uſed to; a Fear of the 


Event from the Fierceneſs of the Savages' Approach ; 


and the Want of an Idea whereby to ſoften or divert 
their Aſperity, he fell behind the poor Sharer of his 


Calamity; and with an unſinewed, apprehenſive, 

uumanly Sneakingneſs of Mien, gave up the Poft of 

Honour, and made a Leader of the very Man whom 

he hed thought it a Diſgrace to conſider as a Com- 
anion. 

The Baſket-maker, on the contrary, to whom the 
Poverty of his Condition had made Nakedneis habi- 
tual; to whom a Life of Pain and Mortification, 
repreſented Death as not dreadful; and whoſe 

Remem- 
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Remembrance of his Skill in Arts of which theſe 
Savages were ignorant, gave him Hopes of becoming 
fate, from demonſtrating that he could be uſeful, 
moved with holder and more open Freedom; and, 
having. plucked a Handful of the Flags, fat down 
without Emotion, and making Signs that he would 
ſhew them ſomething worthy of their Attention, fell 
ta Work with Smiles and Noddings; while the 
Savages drew near, and gazed with Expectation of 
the Conſequence. | 

It was not long before he had wreathed a Kind of 
Coronet, of pretty Workmanſhip; and riſing with 
Reſpect and Feartulneſs, approached the Savage who 
appeared the Chief, and placed it gently on his Head ; 
whoſe Figure under this new Ornament, io charmed 
and ſtruck his Followers, that they threw down all 
their Clubs, and formed a Dance of Welcome and 
Congratulation, round the Author of fo prized a 
Favour. | 

There was not one but ſhewed the Marks of his 
Impatience to be made as fine as his Captain: So 
the poor Baſket-maker had his hands full of Employ- 
ment: And the Savages obſerving one quite idle, 
while the other was ſo buſy in their Service, took 
up Arms in Behalf of natural Juſtice, and began to 
lay on Arguments in Favour of their Purpoſe. 

The Baſket-maker's Pity now effaced the Remem- 
brance of his Sufferings: So he aroſe and reſcued 
lis Oppreſſor, by making Signs that he was ignorant 
of the Art ; but might, it they thought fit, be uſe- 
tully employed in waiting on the Work, and fetch- 
ing Flags to his Supply, as faſt as he ſhould want 
them. | 
This Propoſition luckily fell in with a Deſire the 
Sxvages expreſſed to keep themſelves at Leiſure, that 
they might crowd around, and mark the Progreſs of 
a Work they took ſuch Pleafure in. They left the 
Gentleman therefore to his Duty in the Baſket- makers 
Service; and conſidered him from that Time forward, 
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as one who was, and ought to bs treated as inferior 
to their Benet:ctor, 

Men, Wives, and Children, from all Corners of 
the Iſland, came in droves, for Coronets:; And, 
ſetting the Gentleman to Work to gather Boughs and 
Poles, wade a fine Hut to lodge the Baſket-maker: 
And brought down daily from the Country, fuch 
Proviſions as they lived upon themſelves; taking Care 
to ofter the imagined Servant nothing, till his Maſter 
had done eating. 

Three Months Reflection in this mortified Condi- 
tion, gave a new and juſt Turn to our Gentleman's 
improved Ideas; inſomuch, that lying weeping, and 
awake, one Night, he thus confeſſed his Sentiments 
in Favour of the Baſket-maker. I have been to blame, 
and wanted Judgement to diſtinguiſh between Accident 
and -Excellence. When I ſhould have meaſured 
Nature, I but looked to Vanity. The Preference 
which Fortune gives, is empty and imaginary: And 
[ perceive, too late, that only Things of are 
naturally honourable. I am aſhamed, when I com- 
pare my Malice to remember 2 Humanity: But 
if the Gods ſhould pleaſe to call me to a Repoſſeſſion 
of my Rank and Happineſs, I would divide all with 
you in Atonement for my juſtly puniſhed Arrogance. 

He promiſed and performed his Promiſe: For the 
King, ſoon after, ſent the Cape who had landed 
them, with Preſents to the Savages ; ini ifered him 
to bring both back again. And it continues — this 
Day, a Cuſtom in that Ifland, to degrade all Ge, | 
tlemen who cannot give a better Reaſon for their 
Pride, than that they were born to do nothing: And 
the Word for this due Puniſhment is, Send him to the 
Baſket-maler's. 1 


On 
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On TRUTH and SINCERITY. 


C fill Mall hate that Mas as Hell, 
Win this can think, and that can tell. __ FRrANCIS$- 


RUTH and Reality have all the Advantages 
of Appearance, and many more. It tne Shew 
of any Thing be good for any Thing, I am ſure Sin- 
cerity is better: For why does any Man diſſemble, 
or ſeem to be that which he is not, but becaute he 
thinks it good to have fuch a Quality as he pretends 
to? For tv counterfeit and diffemble, is to put on 
the Appearance of ſome real Excellency. Now the 
beſt Way in the World for a Man to ſeem to be 
any Thing, is really to be what he would ſeem to be. 
Beiides, that it is many Times as troubleſome to 
make good the Pretence of a good Quality, as to 
have it: and if a Man has it not, it is ten to one 
but he is diſcovered to want it, and then all his Pains 
and Labour to ſeem to have it is loſt. There is 
ſomething unnatural in Painting, which a kkilful 
Eye wil! eafily diſcern from native Beauty and Com- 
plexion. | 
It is hard to perſonate and act a Part long; for 
where Truth is not at the Bottom, Nature will al- 
ways be endeavouring to return, and will peep out 
and betray herſ-w one Time or another. Therefore 
if any >a think it convenient (o ſeem good, let 
2% Le ſo indeed, and then his Goodneſs will appear 
to every Body's Satisfaction; ſo that upon all Ac- 
counts Sincerity is true Wiſdom. Particularly as to 
the Affairs of this World, Integrity hath many Ad- 
vantages over all the fine and artificial Weys of Dif- 
ſimulation and Deceit; it is much the plainer and 
eaſier, much the ſafer, and more ſecure Way of deal- 
ing in the World; it has lefs of Trouble and Dif- 
ficulty, of Entanglement and Perplexity,- of Deuger 
and Hazard in it; it is the ſhorteſt and neareft Way 
to our End, carrying us thither in a ſtraight Line, 
| -- and 
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and will hold out and laſt longeſt. The Arts of De- 
ceit and Cunning do continually grow weaker and 
leſs effectual and ſerviceable to thoſe that uſe them; 
whereas Integrity gains Strength by Uſe, and the 
more and longer any Man practiſeth it, the greater 
Service it does him, by confirming his Reputation, 
and encouraging thoſe with whom he hath to do, to 
repoſe the greateſt Truſt and Confidence in him, 
which is an unſpeakable Advantage in the Buſineſs and 
Affairs of Life. | 

Truth is always conſiſtent with itſelf, and needs 
nothing to help it out; it is always near at Hand, 
and fits upon our Lips, and is — to drop out be- 
fore we are aware; whereas, a Lie is troubleſome, 
and ſets a Man's Invention upon the Rack, and one 
Trick needs a great many more to make it good. 
It is like building upon a falſe Foundation, which 
continually ſtands in Need of Props to ſhore it up, 
and proves at laſt to be more chargeable, than to have 
raiſed a ſubſtantial Building at firſt upon a true and 
{olid Foundation ; for — is firm and ſubſtan- 
tial, and there is nothing hollow and unſound in it, 
and becauſe it is plain and open, fears no Diſcovery : 
Of which the crafty Man is always in Danger, and 
when he thinks he walks in the Dark, all his Pretences 
are fo tranſparent, that he that runs may read them; 
he is the laſt man that finds himſelf to be found out; 
and while he takes it for granted that he makes Fools 
of others, he renders himſelf ridiculous. 

Add to all this, that Sincerity is the moſt com- 
pendious Wiſdom, and an excellent Inſtrument for 
the ſpeedy Diſpatch of Buſineſs ; it creates Con- 
fidence in thoſe we have to deal with, faves the La- 
bour of many Enquiries, and brings Things to an 
Iſſue in a few Words: It is like travelling in a plain 
beaten Road, that commonly brings Men ſooner 
to * End than Bye- ways, in which they 
often lofe themſelves. In: Word, whatſoever Con- 
venience may be thought to be in Falſhood and Dil- 
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ſimulation, it is ſoon over; but the Inconvenience 
of it is perpetual, becaule it brings a Man under an 
everlaſting Jealouly and Suſpicion ; fo that he is not 
believed when he [peaks the Truth, nor truſted when 
perhaps he means honeſtly. When a Man hath once 
forfeited the Reputation of his Integrity, he is ſet faſt, 
and nothing will then ſerve his Turn, neither Truth 
nor Falſhood. | 

And I have often thought, that God hath, in his 
great Wiſdom, bid from Men of falſe and diſhoneſt 
Minds, the wonderful Advantages of Truth and In- 
tegrity, to the Proſperity even of their worldly Af- 
fairs; thoſe Men are fo blinded by their Covetouſneſs 
and Ambition, that my cannot look beyond a pre- 

ſent Advantage, nor forbear to ſeize upon it, though 
by Ways never ſo indirect; _ cannot ſee ſo far as 
to the remoteſt Conſequence of a ſteady Integrity, 
and the vaſt Benefit and Advantage which it wall 
bring a Man at laſt. Were but this fort of Men 
wiſe and clear-ſighted enough to diſcern this, they 
would be honeſt out of very Knavery, not out of any 
Love to honeſty and Virtue, but with a crafty De- 
lign to promote and advance more effectually their 

own Intereſts; and therefore the Juſtice of the Di- 

vine Providence hath hid this trueſt Point of Wiſ⸗ 
dom from their Eyes, that bad Men might not be 
upon equal Terms with the Juſt and Upright, and 
ſerve their own wicked Deſigns by honeſt and lawful 
Means. 

Indeed, if a man were only to deal in the World 
for a Day, and ſhould never have Occaſion to con- 
verſe more with Mankind, never more need their 
good Opinion or good Word, it were then no great 
Matter (fpeaking as to the Concernments of this 
World) if a Man fpent his Reputation all at once, 
and ventured it at one Throw : But if he be to con- 
tinue m the World, and would have the Advantage 
of Converſation whiiſt he is in it, let him make Uſe 
of Truth and Sincerity in all his Words and —_ 
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for nothing but this will laſt and hold out to the 
End: All other Arts will fail; but Truth and Inte- 
grity _ carry a Man through, and bear him out to 
the laſt. 


— — 
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on DEF AMATION. 


All ſeems infected that th* Infected ſby, 
As all looks Yellow to the jaundic'd Eye. PorE. 


* 


T is a certain Sign of an ill Heart to be inclined 
to Defamation. They who are harmleſs and 
innocent, can have no Gratification that Way ; but 


it ever ariſes from a Neglect of what is hudable in 


a Man's Self, and an Impatience of ſeeing it in ano- 
ther. Elſe why ſhould Virtue provoke? Why ſhould 
Beauty diſpleaſe in ſuch a Degree, that a Man given 
to Scandal never lets the Mention of either paſs by 
him, without offering ſomething to the Diminution 
of it? A Lady the other Day at a Viſit, being at- 
tacked ſomewhat rudely by one, whoſe own Charac- 
ter has been very roughly treated, anſwered a great 
Deal of Heat and Intemperance very calmly, Good 
Madam, ſpare me, who am none of your Match; I ſpeak 
It of no Body, and it is a new Thing for me to be ſpoken 
Ill of.. Little Minds think Fame conſiſts in the Num- 
ber of Votes they have on their Side among the Mul- 
titude ; whereas it is really the inſeparable Follower 
of good and worthy Actions. Fame is as natural a Fol- 
lower of Merit, as a Shadow is of a 1 7 It is 
true, when Crowds preſs upon you, this Shadow can- 
not be ſeen; but, when they ſeparate from around 
you, it will appear again. The Lazy, the Idle, and 
the Froward, are the Perſons who are moſt pleaſed 
with the little Tales which paſs about the Town, to 
the Diſadvantage of the Reſt of the World. Were 
it not for a Pleaſure of ſpeaking il}, there are Num- 
bers of People who are too lazy to go out of their 
own Houſes, and too ill-natured to open their Lips 
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in Converſation. It was not a little diverting the 
other Day, to obſerve a Lady reading a Poſt Letter, 
and at theſe Words, After all her Airs, he has heard 
eme Story or other, and the Match is broken off, give 
Orders, in the Midſt of her Reading, Put too the 
Horſes, That a young Woman of Merit had miſſed 
an advantageous Settlement, was News not to be 
delayed, leſt ſome Body elle ſhould have given her 
malicious Acquaintance that Satisfaction before her. 
The Unwillingneſs to receive good Tidings is a Qua- 
lity as inſeparable from a Scandal-bearer, as the 
Readineſs to divulge bad. But alas! how wretchedly 
low and contemptible is that State of Mind, that can- 
not be pleaſed but by what is the Subject of Lamenta- 
tion. This Temper has ever been in the higheſt 
Degree odious to gallant Spirits. The Perfian Soldier, 
who was heard reviling Alexander the Great, was well 
admoniſhed by his Officer: Sir, you are paid to fight 
*.againſt Alexander, and not to rail at him. 

Cicero, in one of his Pleadings, defending his Client 
from general Scandal, fays very handſomely, and with 
much Rezſon, * There are*many who have particular 
Engagements to the Proſecutor: There are many 
* who are known to have III-will to him for whom 
| appear: There are many who are naturally 
addicted to Defamation, and envious of any Good 
to any Man, who may have contributed to ſpread 
Reports uf this Kind: For nothing is fo ſwift as 
Scandal, nothing is more eaſily fent abroad, nothing 
received with more Welcome, nothing diffuſes itſelf 
ſo univerſally. I ſhall not defire, that if any Report 
to our Diſadvantage has any Ground for it, you 
would overlook, or extenuate it: But if there be 
any Thing advanced without a Perſon, who can fay 
whence he had it; or which is atteſted by one 
who forgot who told him it; or who had it from 
one of fo little Conſideration, that he did not then 
think it worth his Notice; all ſuch Teſtimonies as 
theſe, I know you will think too {light to have 
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any Credit againſt the Innocence aud Honour of 
* your Fellow Citizen.” When an ill Report 1s traced, 


it very often vaniſhes among ſuch as the Orator has 


here recited. And how deſpicable a Creature muſt 
that be, who is in Pain for what paſſes among ſo 
frivolous a People ? 

There is a Town in Warwickfhiire of good Note, 
and formerly pretty famous for much Animoſity and 
Diſſention, the chief Families of which have now 
turned all their Whiſpers, Backbitings, Envy, and 

rivate Malice, into Mirth and Entertainment, by 

eans of a peeviſh old Gentlewoman, known b 
the Title of Lady Bluemantle, This Heroine has for 
many Years together outdone the whole Siſterhood 
of Gollips in Invention, quick Utterance, and un- 
provoked Malice. This good Body is of a laſting 
Conſtitution, though extremely decayed in her Eyes, 
and decrepid in her Feet. The two Circumſtances 
of being always at Home from her Lameneſs, and 


very attentive from her Blindneſs, make her Lodg- 


ings the Receptacle of all that paſſes in Town, good 
or bad; but for the latter, ſhe ſeems to have the 
better Memory. There is another Thing to be 
noted of her, which is, That as it is ufuzl with old 
People, ſhe has a livelier Memory of Things which 
paſſed when ſhe was very young, than of late Years. 
Add to all this, that ſhe does not only not love any 
Body, but ſhe hates every Body. The Statue in 
Rome does not ſerve to vent Malice half fo well, as 
this old Lady does to dilappoirit it. She does not 
know the Author of any Thing that is told her; but 
can readily repeat the Matter itlelf ; therefore, though 
ſhe expoles all the whole Town, ſhe offends no one 
Body in it. She is fo exquilitely reſtleſs and pceviſh, 
that ſhe quarrels with all about her, and ſomctimes, 
in a Freak, will inſtantly change her Habitation. To 
indulge this Humour, ſhe is led about the Grounds 
belonging to the fame Houſe ſhe is in, and the Per- 
tons to whom ſhe is to remove, being in the Plot, 
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are ready to receive her at her own Chamber again. 
At ſtated Times, the Gentlewoman at whoſe Houſe 
ſhe fuppoſes ſhe is at the Time, is ſent for to quarrel 
with, — to her common Cuſtom. When 
they have a Mind to drive the Jeſt, ſhe is immedi- | 
ately urged to that Degree, that ſhe will board in a 
Family with which ſhe has never yet been; and 
away ſhe will go this Inſtant, and tell them all that 
the Reſt have been ſaying of them. By this Means 
ſhe has been an Inhabitant of every Houſe in the 
Place, without ſtirring from the fame Habitation ; 


and the many Stories which every Body furniſh 
SF, her with to favour that Deceit, make her the general 
i Intelligencer of the Town, of all that can be faid by 


| one Woman againſt another. Thus groundleſs Sto- 
ries die away, and ſometimes Truths are ſmothered 
3 under the general Word: When they have a Mind to 
| ; diſcountenance a Thing, Oh! that is in my Lady 
[ Bluemantle s Memoirs. 3 | 
ji Whoever receives Impreſſions to the Diſadvantage 
4 of others without Examination, is to be had in no 
i other Credit for Intelligence than this good Lady 
Bluemantle, who is fubjet to have her Ears im- 
q poſed upon for want of other Helps to better Infor- 
mation. Add to this, that other Scandal-bearers 
fuſpend the Uſe of thoſe Faculties which ſhe has loſt, 
| rather than apply them to do Juſtice to their Neigh- 
[ bours ; and I think, for the Service of my fair Read- 
| ers, to acquaint them, that there is a voluntary Lady 
1 Bluemantle at every Viſit in Town. ö 


1 8 On CALUMNY and REPROAC H. 

" Who fleals my Purſe, fleals Traſh ; "tis ſomething, nothing, 

q "Twas mine, 'lis his, and has been Slave to Thouſands : 

1 But he who filches from me my good Name, 

ty Robs me of that which not enriches him, | 

But makes me poor indeed. | SHAKESPEARE. 


\ ERE all the Vexations of Life put together, 
j v V we ſhould find that a great Part of them pro- 
| ceed from thoſe Calumnies and Reproaches which we 
x {pread abroad concerning one another. There 
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There is ſcarcely a Man living whois not, in ſome 
Degree, guilty of this Offence ; though at the fame 
Time, however we treat one another, it muſt be 
confeſſed, that we all conſent in ſpeaking Ill of the 
Perſons who are notorious in this Practice. It gene- 
rally takes its Riſe either from an III-will to Mankind, 
2 private Inclination to make ourſelves eſteemed, an 
Oſtentation of Wit, a Vanity of being thought in the 
Secrets of the World, or from a Deſire of gratifying 
any of theſe Diſpoſitions of Mind in thoſe Perſons 
with whom we converſe. 

The Publiſher of Scandal is more or leſs odious to 
Mankind, and criminal in himſelf, as he is influenced 
by any one or more of the foregoing Motives. But 
whatever may be the Occaſion of ſpreading theſe 
falſe Reports, he ought to conſider, that the Effect of 
them is equally prejudicial and pernicious to the 
Perſon to whom they are aimed. The Injury is the 
ſame, though the Principle from whence it proceeds 
may be different. | 

As every one looks upon himſelf with too much 
Indulgence, when he paſſes a judgment on his own 
Thoughts or Actions; and as very few would be 
thought guilty of this abominable Proceeding, which 
is fo univerſally practiſed, and, at the ſame Time, fo 
univerſally blamed, I ſhall lay down three Rules, by 
which I would have a Man examine and ſearch into 
his own Heart, before he ſtands acquitted to himſelf 
of that evil Diſpoſition of Mind which 1 am here 
mentioning. | 

Firſt of all, Let him conſider whether he does not 
take delight in hearing the Faults of others. 

Secondly, Whether he is not too apt to believe ſuch 
little blackening Accounts, and more inclined to be 
credulons on the uncharitable than on the good- 
natured Side. 

Thirdly, Whether he is not ready to ſpread and 
propagate ſuch Reports as tend to the Diſreputat ion 
ot another. e 

Theſe 
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Theſe are the ſeveral Steps by which this Vice pra- 
ceeds, and grows up into Slander and Defamation. 

In the firſt Place, a Man who takes Delight in 
hearing the Faults of others, ſhews ſufficiently that 
he has a true Reliſh of Scandal, and conſequently the 
Seeds of this Vice within him. If his Mind is grati- 
fied with hearing the Reproaches which are caſt on 
others, he will find the fame pleaſure in relating them, 
and be the more apt to do it, as he will naturally ima- 

ine every one he converſes with is delighted in the 
| — Manner with himſelf. A Man ſhould endeavour 
therefore to wear out of his Mind this criminal Curi- 
olity, wich is perpetually heightened and inflamed 
liſtening to tuck Stories as tend to the Direputation 
of others. „ 

In the ſecond Place, a Man ſhould conſult his 
own Heart, whether he is not apt to believe fuch 
little blackening Accounts ; and more inclined to be 
credulous on the uncharitable, than on the good- 
natured Side. | 

Such a Credulity is very vicious in itſelf, and gene- 
rally arites from a Man's Conſciouſneſs of his own 
ſecret Corruptions. It is a pretty faying of Thales, 
Falſhood is juſt as far diſtant from Truth, as the 
Ears are from the Eyes. By which he would intimate, 
that a wile Man ſhould not eaſily give Credit to the 
Reports of Actions which he has not ſeen. I ſhall 
under this Head, mention two or three remarkable 
Rules to be obſerved by the Members of the celebrated 
Abbey de la Trappe, as they are publiſhed in a littie 
French Book. 

Tae Fathers are there ordered, never to give an 
Ear to any Accounts of baſe or criminal Actions; to 
turn off all ſuch Diſcourſe, if poſſible ; but in caſe 
they hear any Thing of this Nature fo well atteſted 
that they cannot diſbelieve it, they are then to ſup- 
pole that the criminal Actions may have proceeded 
trom a good Intention in him who is guilty of it. 
This is perhaps carrying Charity to an Extravagance; 
but 
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but it is certainly much more laudablethan to ſuppoſe, 
as the ill-natured Part of the World does, that indif- 
ferent and even good Actions proceed from bad 
Principles and wrong Intentions. 

In the third Place, a Man ſhould examine his 
Heart, whether he does not find in it a ſecret 
Inclination to propagate fuch Reports, as tend to the 
Diſreputation of another. | | 

When the Diſeaſe of the Mind, which I have 
hitherto been {peaking of, arifes to this Degree of 
Malignity, it diſcovers itſelf in its worſt Symptoms, 
and is in danger of becoming incurable. I need not 
| therefore inſiſt upon the Guilt in this laſt particular, 
which every one cannot but difapprove, who is not 
void of Humanity, or even common Diſcretion; I 
ſhall only add, whatever Pleafure any Man may take 
in eating Whiſpers of this nature, he will find an 
infinitely greater Satisfaction in conquering the 
Temptation he is under, by letting the Secret die 

within his own Breaſt. | 


on CHEARFULNESSS. 


I look on Chearfulneſs, | 
As on the Health of Virtue. | YouNs. 


HAVE always preferred Chearfulneſs to Mirth. 
The latter I confider as an AR, the former as an 
Habit of the Mind. Mirth is ſhort and tranſient ; 
Chearfulneſs fixed and permanent. Thoſe are often 
raiſed into the greateſt Tranſports of Mirth, who are 
ſubje& to the greateſt Depreſſions of Melancholy. On 
the contrary, Chearfulneſs, though it does not give 
the Mind ſuch an exquiſite Gladneſs, prevents us 
from falling into any Depths of Sorrows. Mirth is 
like a Flaſh of Lightning, that breaks through a 
Gloom of Clouds, and glitters for a Moment ; Chear- 
tulneſs keeps up a kind of Day-light in the Mind, 

and fills it with a ſteady and perpetual Serenity. * 
St. 
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Men of auſtere Principles look upon Mirth as too 
wanton and diſſolute for a State of Probation, and as 
filled with a certain Triumph and Inſolence of Heart, 
that is inconſiſtent with a Life which is every Moment 
obnoxious to the greateſt dangers. Writers of this 
Complexion have obſerved, that the facred Perſon 
who was the great Pattern of Perfection, was never 
feen to laugh. 

Chearfulneſs of Mind is not liable to any of theſe 
Exceptious ; it is of a ferious and compoſed Nature, 
it does not throw the Mind into a Condition improper 
for the preſent State of Humanity, and is very con- 
ſpicuous in the Character of thoſe who are looked 
upon as the greateſt Philoſophers among the Hea- 


thens, as well as amongſt thoſe who have been 


deſervedly eſteemed as Saints and holy Men among 
Chriſtians. 

If we conſider Chearfulneſs in three Lights, with 
Regard to ourſelves, to thoſe we converſe with, and 
to the great Author of our Being, it will not a little 
recommend itſelf on each of thoſe Accounts. The 


Man who is poſſeſſed of this excellent Frame of | 
Mind, is not only eaſy in his Thougbts, but a perfect 


Maſter of all the Powers and Faculties of his Soul: 
His Imagination is always clear, and his Judgement 


undiſturbed: His Temper is even and unruffled, ' 


whether in Action or in Solitude. He comes with 
a Reliſh of all thoſe Goods which Nature has pro- 
vided for him, taſtes all the Pleaſures of the Creation 
which are poured about him, and does not feel the 
full Weight of tucſe accidental Evils which may 
befal him. | | 


It we conſider him in Relation to the Perſons 


whom he converles with, it naturally produces Love 
and Good-will towards him. A chearful Mind is not 
oniy dilpoled to be affable and obliging, but raifes 
ite ſeme good Humour in thoſe who come within 
iis Inflaence. A Man finds himſelf pleaſed, he 
does not know why, with the Chearfulneſs of his 
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Companions: It is like a ſudden Sun - ſhine that 
awakens a ſecret Delight in the Mind without attend- 
ing to it. The Heart rejoices of its own Accord, and 
naturally flows out into Friendſhip and Benevolence 
towards the Perſon who has fo kindly an Effect upon 


When I conkeler this chearful State of Mind in 


its third Relation, I cannot but look upon it as a 


conſtant habitual Gratitude to the Great Author of 
Nature. An inward Chearfulneſs is an implicit Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving to Providence under its Diſpen- 
fations. It is a kind of Acquieſcence in the State 
wherein we are placed, and a fecret Approbation of 
the Divine Will in his Conduct towards Man. 

There are but two Things, which, in my Opinion, 
can reaſonably deprive us of this Chearfulnels of 


Heart. The firſt of theſe is the Senſe of Guilt. A 


Man who lives in a State of Vice and Impenitence 
can have no Title to that Evenneſs and Tranquility of. 
Mind, which is the Health of the Soul and the 
natural Effect of Virtue and Innocence. Cheartulnels 
in an ill Man deſerves a harder Name than Language 
can furniſh us with, and is many Degrees beyond 
what we commonly call Folly and Madnels. 
Atheiſm, by which I mean a Diſbelief of the 
Supreme Being, and conſequently of a future State, 
under whatſoever Title it ſhelters itſelf, may likewiſe 
very reaſonably deprive a Man of his Chearfulneſs of 
Temper. There is ſomething ſo particularly gloomy 
and offenſive to human Nature in the Proſpect of 
Non-exiſtence, that I cannot but wonder, with many 
excellent Writers, how it is poſſible for a Man to 
out-live the Expectation of it. For my own Part, 
I think the Being of a God is fo little to be doubted, 
that it is almoſt the only Truth we are ſure of, and 
ſuch a Truth as we meet with in every Object, in 
every Occurrence, and in every Thought. It we 
look into the Character of this Tribe of Infidels, we 
generally find, they are made up of Pride, 8 
an 
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and Cavil: It is indeed no Wonder, that Men, who 
are uneaſy to themſelves, ſhould be fo to the Reſt of 


the World: and how is it poſſible for a Man to be 


otlierwiſe than nneaſy in himſelf, when he is in 


Danger every Moment of loſing his entire Exiſtence, 


and dropping into nothing? - 
The vicious Man and Atheiſt have therefore no 


 Pretence to Chearfulneſs, and would act very unrea- 


fonably ſhould they endeavour at it. It is im- 
poſſible for any one to live in good Humour, and en- 
19 his preſent Exhiſtence, who is apprehenſive either 
8 


Torment or Annihilation; of being miſerable, or 


of not being at all. 

Aſter having mentioned thoſe two great Principles 
which are deitructive of Chearſulneſs in their own 
Nature, as well as in right Reaſon, I cannot think 
of any other, that ought to baniſh this happy Temper 


from a virtuous Mind. Pain and Sickneſs, Same 


and Reproach, Poverty and old Age, nay Death itſelf, 
conſidering the Shortneſs of their Duration, and the 
Advantage we may reap from them, do not deſerve 
the Name of Evils. A good Mind may bear up under 
them with Fortitude, with Indolence, and with 
Cheariuinefs of Heart. The Toſſing of a Tempeſt 
does not diſcompoſe him, who is ſure it will bring 
him to a joytul Harbour, 

A Man who uſes his beſt Endeavours to live accord- 
ing to the Dictates of Virtue and right Reaſon has 


two perpetual Sources of Chearfulneſs ; in the Con- 


hderation of his own Nature; and of that Being on 
whom he has a Dependance. It he looks into him- 
ſelf, he cannot but rejoice in that Exiſtence, which 
is fo lately beſtowed upon him, and which, after 
Millions of Ages, will be ſtill new, and ſtill in 
its Beginning. How many Selt-Congratulations 


naturally ariſe in the Mind, when it reflects on this 
its Entrance into Eternity, when it takes a View of 
thoſe improveable Faculties, which in a few Years, 
and even at his firſt ſetting out, have made fo con- 
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ſiderable a Progreſs, and which will be ſtill receiving 
an Increaſe of Perfection, and conſequently an 
Increaſe of Happineſs? The conſciouſneſs of ſuch a 
Being, ipreads a perpetual Diffuſion of Joy through 
the Soul of a virtuous Man, and makes him look 
npon himſelf every Moment as more happy than he 
knows how to conceive. 3 

The ſecond Source of Chearfulneſs to a good Mind, 
is its Conſideration of that Being on whom we have 
our Dependence, and in whom, though we behold 
him as yet but in the firſt faint Diſcoveries of his Per- 
fections, we ſee every Thing that we can imagine as 
great, glorious, or amiable. We find ourſelves every 
where upheld by his Goodneſs, and ſurrounded with 
an Immenſity of Love and Mercy. In ſhort, we 
depend upon a Being, whoſe Power qualifies him to 
make us happy by an Infinity of Means, whoſe 
Goodneſs and Truth engage him to make thoſe happ 
who deſire it of him, and whoſe r 
will ſecure us in this Happineſs to all Eternity. 

Such Conſiderations, which every one ſhould 
perpetually cheriſh in his Thoughts, will baniſh from 
us all that ſecret Heavineſs of Heart, which unthink- 
ing Men are ſubject to when they lie under no real 
Ailliftion ; all that Anguiſh which we may feel from 
any Evil that actually oppreſſes us, to which I may 
likewiſe add, thoſe little Cracklings of Mirth and 
Folly that are apter to betray Virtue than ſupport it; 
and eſtabliſh in us ſuch an even and chearful Temper, 
as makes us plealing to ourſelves, to thoſe with 
whom we converle, and to him whom we were made 
to pleaſe. 
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| The ADVANTAGE of CHEARFULNESS. 


Nor fell Deſpair, nor Nuſe invades the Ear; : 
But all ſerene, and placid doe: appear. Ao. 


N rg is, in the firſt Place, the beſt 
Promoter of Health. Repinings and ſecret 
Murmurs of Heart, give imperceptible Strokes to 
thole delicate Fibres of which the vital Parts are 
compoſed, and wear out the Machine inſenfibly; 
not to mention thoſe violent Ferments which they 
itir up in the Blood, and thoſe irregular, diſturbed 


Motions which they raiſe in the animal Spirits. I 


{carce remember, in my own Obſervation, to have 
met with many old Men, or with ſuch, who, (to uſe 
our Engliſh Phraſe) wear well, that had not at leaſt a 
certain Indolence in their Humour, if not a more 
than ordinary Gaiety and Chearfulneſs of Heart. 
The Truth of it is, Health and Chearfulneſs mutually 
beget each other; with this Difference, that we 
ſeldom meet with a great Degree of Health which is 
not attended with a certain Chearfulneſs, but very 


_ often ſee Chearfulneſs where there is no great Degree 


of Health. | | 
Chearfulneſs bears the fame friendly Regard to the 

Mind as to the Body: It baniſhes all anxious Care 

and Diſcontent, ſoothes and compoſes the Paſſions, 


and keeps the Soul in a perpetual Calm. But having 


already touched on this laſt Conſideration, I ſhal! 


here take Notice, that the World, in which we are 


placed, is filled with innumerable Objects that are 
N to raiſe and keep alive this happy Temper oi 
Iind. 

If we conſider the World in its Subſerviency to 
Man, one would think it was made for our Uſe; but 
if we conſider it in its natural Beauty and Harmony, 
one would be apt to conclude it was made for our 
Pleaſure. The Sun, which is as the great Soul of 


the Univerſe, and produces all the Neceſlaries of 


Life, 
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Life, has a particular Influence in chearing the Minu 
of Man, and making the Heart glad. 

Thfoe ſeveral living Creatures which are made for 
our Service or Suſtenance, at the fame time either 
fill the Woods with their Music, turniſh us wita 
Game, or raile pleaſing ideas in ws by the Delight- 
fulnels of their Appearance. Fountains, Lakes, and 
Rivers, are as reſreſhing to the Imagination, as to the 
Soil through which they puls. | 

There are Writers of great Diſtinction, who have 
made it an Argument for Providence, that the whole 
Earth is covered with Gzcen,. rather than with any 
other Colour, as being fuch a right Mixture of Light 
and Shade, that it comforts and ſtrengthens the Eye, 
inſtead of weakening or grieving it. For this Realon 
ſeveral Painters have a green Cloth hanging near 
them, to eaſe the Eye upon, after too great an 
Application to. their Cotonring. A famous modern 


Philoſopher accounts for it in the following Maenner: 


All Colours that are more luminous, overpower and 
diſſipate the animal Spirits which are employed in 
Sight; on the contrary, thoſe that are more obſcure, 
do not give the animal Spirits a ſufficient Exercifc ; 
whereas the Rays that produce in us the Idea of 
Green, fall upon the Eye in ſuch a due Proportion, 
that they give the animal Spirits their proper Play, 
and by keeping up the Struzgle in a juſt Balance, 
excite a very pleaſing and agreeable Senfation. Let 
the Cauſe be what it will, the Effect is certain; fur 
which Reaſon the Poets aſcribe to this particular 
Colour the Epithet of Chearful, 

To conſider farther this double End in the Works 
of Nature, and how they are at the {ame Time both 
uſeful and entertaining, we find that the moſt im- 
portant Parts in the vegetable World are thoſe which 
are the moſt beautiful. Theſe are the Seeds by 


which the ſeveral Races of Plants are propagated and 
continued, and which are always lodged in Flowers 
Nature ſeems to hide her principal 
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Deſign, and to be induſtrious in making the Earth 
gay and delightful, while the is carrying on her great 
Work, and intent upon her own Preſervation. The 
Huſbandman after the fame Manner is employed in 
laying out the whole Country into a Kind of Garden 
or Landikip, and making every Thing ſmile about 
him, whilſt, in Reality, he thinks of nothing but of 
the Harveſt and Increate which is to arile from it. 
We may farther obſerve how Providence has taken 
Care to keep up this Chearfulneſs in the Mind of 
Man, by having formed it after ſuch a Manner, as to 
make it capable of conceiving Delight from ſcveral 
Objects which ſeem to have very little Ufe in them; 
as from the Wilderneſs of Rocks and Deſarts, and the 
like groteſque Parts of Nature. Thoſe whoare verſed 
in Philoſophy, may ſtil} carry this Confideration 
higher, by obſerving, that if Matter had appeared to 
us endowed only with thoſe real Qualities which it 
_ actually poſſeſſes, it would have made but a ve 
joyleſs and uncomfortable Figure; and why has Pro- 
vidence given it a Power ot producing nm us fuch 
imeginary Q:ritities, as Taſtes zud Colours, Sounds 
and Smells, Heat and Cold; but that Man, while he 


is converiant in the lower Stations of Nature, might 


have his Mind cheared and delighted with agreeable 


Senſations? In ſhort, the whole Univerſe is a Kind 


of Theatre filled with Objects that either ratie in us 
Flealure, Amuſement, or Admiration. 

The Reader's own Thoughts will tuggeſt to him 
the Viciſſitude of Day and Night, the Change of Sea- 
ſons, with all that Variety of Scenes which diverſity 
the Face of Nature, and fill the Mind with a perpetual 
Succelſion of beautiful and pleafing Images. 

I ſhall not here mention the ſeveral Entertainments 
of Art, with the Pleaſures of Friendſhip, Books, 
Converſation, and other accidental Diverſions of 
Life, becauſe I would only take Notice of ſuch 
Incitements to a cheartul Temper, as ofter themſelves 
to Perſons of all Ranks and Conditions, and which 
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may ſufficiently ſhew us that Providince did not deiign 


this World ſhould be filled with Murmurs and Re- 
pinings, or that the Heart of Man ſhould be involved 
in Gloom and Melancholy. 

I the more inculcate this Chearfulneſs of Temper, 
as it is a Virtue in which our Countrymen are ob- 
ſerved to be more deficient than any other Nation. 
Melancholy is a Kind of Demon that haunts our 
Hand, and often conveys itſelf to us in an eaſterly 
Wind. A celebrated French Novelliſt, in Oppoſition 
to thoſe who begin their Romances with the flowery 
Seaſon of the Year, enters on his Story thus: In thr 
gloomy Month of November, when the Feop!e of England 
hang and drown themſeiues, a diſconſolate Lover weiked 
out into the Fields, &c. 

Every one ought to fence againſt the Temper of Is 
Climate or Conſtitution, and frequently to indulge if 
himſelf thoſe Conſiderations which may give him a 
Serenity of Mind, and enable him to Pear up chear- 
fully againſt thoſe little Evils and Misfortunes which 


are common to human Nature, and which, by a right 


Improvement of them, will produce a Satiety of Joy, 
and an uninterrupted Happineis. 

At the ſame Time that T would engage my Reader 
to confider the World in its moſt ggrecable Lights, 
I muſt own there are many EvilgWhich naturelly 
ſpring up amidft the Entertainments that are provided 
fe us; but theſe, if rightly conhgered, ſhould be far 
from overcaſting the Mind with Sorrow, or deſtroying 
that Chearfulneis of Temper, witich I have been re- 
commending. This Interſperfion of Evil with Good, 
and Pain with Pleaſure, in the Works of Nature, is 
very truly aſcribed by Mr. Locke, in his Elkay on Hu- 
man Underſtanding, to a moral Reaicn, in the follow- 
ing Words: 

Beyon all this, we may find another Reaſon why 


God hath ſcattered up and down ſeveral Degrees of 


Pleafure and Pain, in all the Things that environ 


and affect us, and blend tem together, in almoſt ail 
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that our Thoughts and Senſes have to do with ; that we, 
finding Imper fection, Diſſatisfafiion, and Want of com- 
Pleat Happineſs in all the Enjoyments which the Creatures 
can afford us, might be led to ſeck it in the Enjoyment of 
Him; with whom there is Fulnefs of Joy, and at 
whoſe Right-hand are Pleaſures for evermore. 


— 


on HAPPINESS. 


Know then this Truth—enough for Man to know, 
Virtue alone is Happineſs below. Port. 


I OUGHT hourly to be lookingnpwith Gratitude 

and Praiſe to the Creator of my Being, for having 
formed me of a Diſpoſition that throws off every 
Particle of Spleen, and either directs my Attention 


to Objects of Chearfulneſs and Joy, or enables me to 


look upon their . Contraries as I do on Shades in a 
Picture, which add force to the Lights, and Beauty 
to the Whole. With this Happineis of Conſtitution, 
I can behold the Luxury of the Times, as giving 
Food and Cloathing to the Hungry and the Naked; 
extending our Commerce, and promoting and en- 
couraging the liberal Arts. I can look upon the 
Horrors of War, as productive of the Bleſſings and 


Enjoyments of Peace ; and upen the Miferies of Man- 


kind, which I cannot relieve, with a2 thankful Heart 
that my own Lot has been more favourable. 

There is a Paſſage in that truly original Poem, 
called the Spleen, which pleaſes me more than almoſ? 
any Thing I have read. — The Paſſage is this: 


Happy the Man, who innocent, 

Grieves not at Ills he can't prevent; 
His Skiff does with the Current glide, 
Nor puffing pull d againſt the Tide: 

He, paddling by the jcuffling Crowd, 

Sees, unconcernd, Life's Wager row'd ; 

And when he can't prevent foul Play, 

Enjoys the Follies of the Fray. 
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The laughing Philoſopher has always appeared to 
me a more eligible Character than the weeping one ; 
but before I ſit down either to laugh or to cry at the 
Follies of Mankind, as 1 have publickly enliſted my- 
ſelf in their Service, it becomes me to adminiſter 
every Thing in my Power to relieve or cure then. 
For this Purpoſe I ſhall here lay before my Reader: 
ſome looſe Hints on a Subject, which will, I hope, 
excite their Attention, and contribute towards the 
expelling from the Heart thoſe malignant and fullen 
Humours, which deſtroy the Harmony of ſocial 
Life. 

If we make Obfervations on human Nature, either 
from what we feel in ourſelves, or fee in others, we 
ſhall perceive that almoſt all the Uneaſmeſſfes of 
Mankind owe their Rite to Inactivity or Idleneſs of 
Body or Mind. A free and briſk Circulation of the 
Blood is ablolutely neceifiry towards the creatin 
Eaſineſs and good Humour; and is the only Means 
of ſecuring us from a reſtleſs Train of idle Thoughts, 
which cannot fail to make us burthenlome to our— 
ſelves, and diſſatisfied with all about us. 

Providence has therefore wiſely provided for the 


_ Generality of Mankind, by compelling them to ufe 


that Labour, which not only procures them the 
Neceſfaries of Lite, but Peace and Health to enjoy 
them with Delight. Nay farther, we find how 
eſſentially neceſſary it is that the greateſt Part of Min- 
kind ſhould be obliged to earn their Bread by Labour, 
from the il! Uſe that is almoſt univerſally made of 
thofe Riches which exempt Men from it. Even 
the Advantages of the beſt Education are generally 
tound to be infufficient to keep us within the Limits 
of Reaſon and Moderation. How hard do the very 
beſt of Men find it, to force upon themſelves that 
Abſtinence or Labour which the Narrowneſs of 
their Circumſtances does not immediately compel 
them to? Is there really one in Ten, who, by all the 
Advantages of Wealth and Leiſure, is made more 
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happy in Reſpect to himſelf, or more uſeful to Man- 
kind? What Numbers do we daily ſee of fuch Per- 
tons, either rioting in Luxury, or fleeping in Sloth, 
tor one who makes a proper Uſe of the Advantages 
which Riches give for the Improvement of himſelf, 
or the Happineſs of others! And how many do we 
meet"with, who, for their Abuſe of the Bleſſings of 
Lite, are given up to the perpetual Uneafinels of 
Mind, and to the greateſt Agonies of bodily Pain! 
Whoever ſeriouſly confiders this Point, will diſ- 
cover that Riches are by no Means ſuch certain 
Blellings as the Poor imagine them to be: On the 
_ contrary, he will perceive that the common Labours, 
and Emplovments of Life are much better ſuited to 
the Majority of Mankind, than Proſperity and 


| Abundance would be without them. 


It was a merciful Sentence which the Creator paſſed 
on Man for his Difobedience, By the Sweat of thy 
Face thou ſhalt eat thy Bread; for to the Puniſhment 


itſelf, he ſtands indebted for Health, Strength, and 


all the Enjoyments of Life. Though the firſt 
Paradiſe was forfeited for his Tranigreſſion, yet b 

the Penalty inflicted for that Tranſgreſſion, the Eart 

is made into a Paradiſe again, in the beautiful Fields 
and Gardens which we fee daily produced by the 
Labour of Man. And though the Ground was pro- 
nounced curfed for his Di obedience ; yet is that 


Curſe fo ordered as to be the Puniſhment, chiefly and 


almoſt folely of thoſe, who, by Intemperance or. 
Sloth, inflict it upon themſelves. 

Even from the Wants and Weakneſſes of Man- 
kind, are the Bonds of mutual Support and Affection 
derived. The Neceſſities of each, which no Man 
himſelf can ſufficiently ſupply, compel him to contri- 
bute towards the Benefit of others; and while he 
labours only for his own Advantage, he is promoting 
the univertal Good of all around him. 

Health is the Bleſſing that every one wiſhes to en- 
joy; but the Multitude are fo unreaſonable, 3 to 
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deſire to purchaſe it at 2 cheaper Rate than it is to be 
obtained. The Continnance of it. is only to be le- 
cured by Exerciſe or Labour. But the Misfortune is, 
that the Poor are too apt to overlook their own Enjoy- 
ments, and to view with Envy the Eale and Affluence of 
their Superiors, not conſidering that the uſual At- 
tendants upon great Fortunes are Anxiety and Diſeal>. 
if it be true, that thoſe Perſons are the happicit, 
who have the feweit Wants, the rich Man is more 
the Object of Compaſlion than Envy. However 
moderate his Inclinations may be, the Cuſtom of the 
World lays him under a Kind of Neceſſity of living 
up to his Fortune. He nut be furroinded by an 
weleſs Train of Servants; his Appetite muſt be palled 
with Plenty, and his Peace invaded by Crowds. 
He mutt give up the Pleaſures and Endearments of 
domeſtic Liie, to be the Slave and Party of Faction. 
Or it the Goodneſs of his Heart ſhuuld incline hin 
to Acts of Humanity and Benevolence, he will have 
the frequent Mortification of {ceing his Charities ill 
beltowed, and by his Inability to relieve all, the 
|| cont{tant one of making more Enemies by his Refuſals, 
than Friends by his B-netaftions. If we add to 
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thele Confiderations a Truth, which I believe few 
. Perſons will diſpute, namely, that the greateſt For- 
" | tunes, by adding to the Wants of their Poſſeſſors, 
uſually render them the molt neceſſitous of Men, 
i | we {hull find Grettneis and Happineſs to be at a wide 
» | Diſtance from one another. If we carry our 
|| Enquiries ſtill higher; it we examine into the State 
I of a King, and even enthrone him, like our own, in 
\ | the Hearts of his People; it the Lite of a Father be 
1 | © Lite of Care and Anxiety, to be the Father of a Peo- 
ble, is a Pre-eminence to be honoured, but not envied. 
4 This Happineſs of Life is, I believe, generally to 
be found in thoſe Stations, which neither totally 
8 ſubjeft Men to Labour, nor ablolutely exempt them 

from it. Power is the Parent of Diſquietude, 


Ambition of Diſappointment, and Riches of Diſeaſe. 
Iwill 
= | 
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[ will conclude theſe Reflections with the following 
Table: 
Labour, the Offspring of Want, and the Mother 
*« of Health and Contentment, lived with her two 
„ Daughters in a little Cottage by the Side of a 
« Hill, at a great Diſtance from Town. They were 
| * totally unacquainted with the Great, and had kept 
„ no better Company than the neighbouring Vil- 
«© Jegers : But havinga Deſire of ſeeing the World, they 
„ forfook their Companions and Habitation, and 
determined to Travel. Labour went ſoberly along 
„ the Road, with Health on her Right Hand, who, 
„by the Sprightlineſs of her Converſation, and 
Songs of Chearfulneſs and Joy, ſoftened the Toils | 
of the Way; while Contentment went ſmiling on 
* the Left, ſupporting the Steps of her Mother, [ 
and, by her perpetual Good-humour, erfcreafing 
the Vivacity of her Siſter, 
++ Int this Manner they travelled over Foreſts, and 
„through Towns and Villages, till at laſt they 
arrived at the Capital of the Kingdom. At their 1 
Entrance into the great City, the Mother con- 
jured her Daughters never to loſe Sight of her; | 
for it was the Will of Jupiter, ſhe ſaid, that their | 
Separation ſhould be attended with the utter Ruin 
+ of all three. But Health was of too gay a Diſpo- 
| 
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fſition to regard all the Councils of Labour: She 
+ ſuftered hericlf to be debauched by Intemperance, 
and at laſt died in Child-bed of Diſeaſe. Content- 
ment, in the Abſence of her Siſter, gave herſelf 
up to the Enticements of Sloth, and was. never 
heard of after: While Labour, who could have 
no Enjoyment without her Daughters, went every 
* where in Search of them, till ſhe was at la 

*+ ſeized by a Laſſitude in her Way, and died in 
*« Miſery.” | 
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Tie ART ff HAPPINESS. 


Lowe, Hope, and Joy, fair Pleaſure's ſmiling Train; TEE 

Hatc, Fear, and Grief, the Family of Pain. PoPE. 
Good Temper is one of the principal Ingredi- 
"A ents'of Happineſs. This, it will be faid, is the 
Work of Nature, and muſt be born with us : And 
lo in a good Meaſure it is; yet oftentimes it may 
he acquired by Art, and always improved by Culture. 
Almoſt every Object that attra&ts our Notice, has its 
bright and its dark Side: He that habituates him- 
ſelf to look at the diſpleaſing Side, will ſour his 
Diſpoſition, and conſequently impair his Happineis ; 
while he who conſtantly beholds it on the bright 


Side, inſenſibly meliorates his Temper, and in Con- 


ſequence of it, improves his own Happineis, and the 
Happineſs of all about him. 

Arachne and Meliſſa are two Friends. They 
are both of them Women in Years, and alike in 


Birth, Fortune, Education, and Accompliſhments. 


They were originally alike in Temper too ; but by 
different Management, are grown the Reverſe of 
each other. Arachne has accuſtomed herſelf to lock 
only on the dark Side of every Object. If a new 
Play or Poem makes its Appearance, with a thouſand 
Brilliancies, and but one or two Blemiſhes, ſhe 
ſlightly Kims over the Paſſages that ſhould give her 
Pleaſure, and dwells upon thoſe only that fill her with 
Diſlike. If you ſhew her a very excellent Portrait, 
ſhe looks at ſome Part of the Drapery, that has 
been neglected, or to a Hand or Finger which has 
been left unfiniſhed. Her Garden is a very beautiful 
one, and kept with gu Neatneſs and Elegancy ; 
but if you take a Walk with her into it, ſhe talks to 


you of Nothing but Blights and Storms, of Snails and 
Caterpillars, and how impoſſible it is to keep it 
from the Litter of falling Leaves, and Worm-caſts. 
If you fit down in one of her Temples, to enjoy a 
delightful Proſpect, ſhe obſerves to you, that there is 


too 
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too much Wood or too little Water; that the 
Day is too funny, or too gloomy ; that it is fultry 
or windy ; and tiniſhes with a long Harangue upon 
the VWretchedneſs of our Climate. When you re- 
turn with her to the Company, in hopes of a little 
cheuriul Converſation, ſhe = a Gloom over all, 
by giving you the Hiſtory of her own bad Health, or 
of ſome melancholy Accident that has befallen one of 
her Daughter's Children. Thus ſhe inſenſibly finks 
her own Spirits, and the Spirits of all around her, and 
at laſt diſcovers ſhe knows not why, that her Friends 
are grave. | 

Melifja is the Reverſe of all this. Ey conſtantly 
habituating herieit to look only on the bright Side of 
Objects, ſhe preſerves a perpetual Cheartulnets in 
herſelf, which, by a kind of happy contagion, ſhe 
communicates to all about her. If any Misfortune 
has befallen her, ſhe conſiders it might have been 
vworle, and is thankful to Providence for an eſcape. 
She rejoices in Solitude, as it gives her an opportunity 
of knowing herſelf; and in Society, becaule ſhe 


__ communicates the Happineſs ſhe enjoys. She 


oppoles every Man's Virtues to his Failings, and 


can find out ſomething to cheriſh and applaud in the 
very worlt of her Acquaintance. She opens every. 


Book with a Deſire to be entertained or initrutted, 
and therefore {ſeldom miſſes what fhe looks for. 
Walk with her, though it be but on a Heath ora 
Common, and {he will diſcover numberleſs Beauties, 
unobſerved before, in the Hills, the Dales, the 
Brooms, Brakes, and the variegated Flowers of Weeds 
and Poppies. She enjoys every change of Weather 
and of Seaſon, as bringing with it ſomething of 


Health or Convenience. In Converfation, it is a 


Rule with her never to ſtart a Subject that leads to 
any Thing gloomy or diſagreeable; you therefore 
never hear her repeating her own Grievances, or 
thoſe of her Neighbours, or (what is worit of all) 
their Faults and Imperfections. If any thing of the 

_ hathes 
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latter Kind be mentioned in her Hearing, ſhe has the 
Addreſs to turn it into Entertainment, by changing 
the moſt odious Railing into a pleaſant Railery. Thus 
Melifja, like the Bee, gathers Honey from every Weed; 
while Arackne, like the Spider, fucks Poiſon from the 
faireſt Flowers. The Conſequence is, that of two 

Tempers, once very nearly allied, the one is for ever 
ſour and diſlatisfied, the other always gay and Chear- 
ful: The one ſpreads an univerſal Gloom; the other 
a continual Sunſhine. 

There is nothing more worthy of our Attention 
than this Art of Happineſs. In Converſation, as 
well as Life, Happinets very often depends upon the 
lighteſt Incidents. The taking Notice of the Bad- 
nels of the Weather, a North-Eaſt Wind, the Ap- 
proach of Winter, or any trifling Circumſtance of 
the diſagreeable Kind, ſhall infentibly rob a whole 

Company of its good Humour, and fling every 
Member of it into the Vapours. If therefore we 

; would be happy in ourſelves, and are deſirous of 
> communicating that Happinels to all about us, theſe 
> | Minnutie of Converſation ought carefully to be attend- 
1 ed to. The Brightnels of the Sky, the Lengthening 
e of the Days, the encreaſing Verdure of the Spring, 
the Arrival of any little Piece of good News, or 
E | whatever carries with it the moſt diſtant Glimpſe 
of Joy, ſhall frequently be the Parent of a focial 
4 and happy Converlation. Good Manners exact from 
s, | vs this Regard for our Company. The Clown may 
\e repine at the Sunſhine that ripens his Harveſt, be- 
is | cauſe his Turnips are burnt up by it; but the Man 
er | ot Refinement willextract Pleaſure from the Thunder 
of Storm to which he is cxpofed, by remarking on the 
a | Plenty and Refreſhment, which may be expected 
to | irem fuch a Shower. 

te Thus does good Manners as well as good Senſe, 

or | direft ns to look wt every Object on the bright 

1) ide; and by thus acting, we cheriſh and improve 

he | both the one and the other. By this Practice it is that 
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Meliſſa is become the wiſeſt and the beſt-bred Woman 
living: And by this Practice may every Man and 
Woman arrive at that eafy Benevolence of Temper, 
which the World calls Good Nature, and the Scrip- 
ture Charity, whoſe natural and never-failing Fruit is 
Happineſs. 


— — 


On the INFLUENCE of INNO CEN CV and 
HONOUR. | 


When Innocence and Beauty both combine, 
What Soul but melts ? —Their Force is all Divine. P | 
| . NOM. 


\ FRENCH Author, giving an Account of a very 
agreeable Man, in whoſe Character he mingles 
good Qualities and Infirmities, rather than Vices and 
Virtues, tells the following Story : 
« Our Author, ſays he, was pretty much addicted 
to the moſt faſhionable of all Faults. He had 
a looſe Rogue for a Lacquey, not a little in his 


Favour, though he had no other Name for him when 


he ſpoke of him but the Raſcal, or to him, but 
Sirrak, One Morning when he was Dreſſing, Sirrah, 
ſays he, be fure you bring home this Evening a pretty 
Wench. The Fellow was a Perſon of Diligence and 
Capacity, and had for ſome Time addreffed himſelf 


to a decayed old Gentlewoman, who had a young 
„ not 


Maiden to her Daughter, beauteous as an Ange 

et ſixteen Years of Age. The Mother's extreme 
— and the Inſinuations of this artful Lacquey, 
concerning the ſoft Diſpoſition and Generoſity of his 
Maſter, made her conſent to deliver up her Daughter. 
But many were the Intreaties and Repreſentations 
of the Mother to gain the Child's Confent to an 
Action, which ſhe ſaid ſhe abhorred, at the fame 
Time ſhe exhorted her to it ; but, Child, fays ſhe, 


can you ſee your Mother die for Hunger? The Virgin 


a 
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argued no longer, but burſting into Tears, faid 
ſhe would go any where. The Lacquey conveyed her 
with great Obſequiouſneſs and Secrecy to his Maſter's 
Lodging, and placed her in a commodious Apartment 
till he came Home. The Knight, who knew his Man 
never failed of bringing in his Prey, indulged his 
Genius at a Banquet, and was in high Humour at an 
Entertainment with Ladies, expecting to be received 
in the Evening, by one as agreeable as the beſt of 


them. When he came Home, his Lacquey met him 


with a ſaucy and joyful Familiarity, crying out, She 
is as 2 » 6 Angel, (for thaw is no other 
Simile on theſe Occaſions) but the tender Fool has 
wept till her Eyes are ſwelled and bloated ; for ſhe is 
a Maid and a Gentlewoman. With that he conducted 
his Maſter to the Room where ſhe was, and retired. 
The Knight, when he ſaw her bathed in Tears, faid 
in ſome Surprize, do you not know, young Woman, 
why you are brought hither? The unhappy Maid 


fell on her Knees, and with many Interruptions of 


Sighs and Teurs, faid to him, I know, alas! too 
well, why I am brought hither: My Mother, to get 
Bread for her and myſelf, has ſent me to do what 
you pleaſed ; but wiſ it would pleaſe Heaven I could 
die, before I am added to the Number of thoſe 
miſerable Wretches who live without Honour ! With 
this Reflection ſhe wept anew, and beat her Boſom. 
The Knight, ſtepping back from her, ſaid, I am not 
7 — as to hurt your Innocence againſt your 
Vill. 


The Novelty of this Accident ſurprized him 


into Virtue; and covering the young Maid with a 
Cloak, he led her to a Relation's Houſe, to whoſe 
Care he recommended her for that Night. The next 
Morning he ſent for her Mother, and aſked her 
it her 
him, that when ſhe delivered her to his Servant, 
ſhe was a Stranger to Man. Are you not then, 
replied the Knight, a wicked Woman, to contrive the 

E 2 Debau- 


Daughter was a Maid: The Mother aſſured 
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Debauchery of your own Child? She held down her 
Face with Fear and Shame, and in her confuſion 
uttered fome broken Words concerning her Poverty. 
Far, be it, faid the Gentleman, that you ſhould relieve 
yourſelf from Want by a much greater Evil: Your 
Daughter is a fine young Creature; do you know of 
none that ever 2 of her for a Wife! The Mother 
anſwered, there is an honeſt Man in our Neighbour- 
hood that loves her, who has often ſaid he would 
marry her with Two Hundred Pounds. The Knight 
ordered his Man to reckon out that Sum, with an 
Addition of Fifty to buy the Bride Cloaths, and Fifty 
more as an Help to her Mother.” 

{ appeal to all the Gallants in Town, whether 
pofleſling all the Beauties in Great Britain could give 
| half the Pleaſure, as this young Gentleman had in 
the Reflection of having relieved a miſerable Parent 
from Guilt and Poverty, an innocent Virgin from 
public Shame, and beſtowing a virtuous Wite upon 
an heneſt Man? N 


INGRATITUDE usted. An Exsrex Tails, 


All uiler O imes may pajs for Virtues in kim. vor xd. 


' Fe that s ungratefui has no Fault but one, 
| 
| 
/ 
: 


DERVISE, venerable by his Age, fell ill in the 
A Houſe of a Woman who had been long a 


1 Widew, and lived in extreme Poverty in the Suburbs 
of Baljſera. He was fo touched with the Care and 


Zeil with which ſhe had aſſiſted him, that at his 
Departure he fiid to her, I have remarked that you 
have wherewith to ſubſiſt alone, but that you have 
not Subſiſtence enough to ſhare it with your only Son, 
the young Abdallah. If you will truſt him to my Care, 


Iwill endeavour to acknowledge, in his Perſon, the 


Obligations I have to yu for your Care of me. ' The 
good Women received this Propoſal with Joy ; and 


the 


{ 
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the Derviſe departed with the young Man, advertiſing 
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her, that they muſt perform a Journey which would 
laſt near two Yaus- As they travelled, he kept him 
in Affluence, gave him excellent Inſtructions, cured 
him of a dangerous Diſeaſe with which he was attack- 
ed; in fine, he took the ſame Care of him, as if he 
had been his own Son. Abdallah a hundred Times 
teſtified his Gratitude to him for all his Bounties ; but 
the old Man always anſwered, * My Son, it is by 
Actions that Gratitude is proved; we ſhall fee in a 
proper Time and Place, whether you are ſo grateful 
as you pretend. 

One Day, as they continued their Travels, they 
found themſelves in a ſolitary Place, and the Derviſe 
faid to Abdallah, * My Son, we are now at the End of 
* our Journey; I ſhall employ my Prayers to obtain 
from Heaven, that the Earth may open and make 
* an Entrance wide enough to permit thee to deſcend 
into a Place, where thou wilt ind one of the greateſt 
* Treaſures that the Earth incloſes in her Bowels. 
* Haſt thou Courage to deſcend into this Subterrane- 
* ous Vault?” continued he. Abdallah iwore to 


| him, he might depend upon his Obedience and Zeal. 
Then the Derviſe lighted a ſmall Fire, into which 


he caſt a Perfume; he read and prayed for ſome 
Moments, after which the Earth opened, and the 
Derviſe ſaid to him, Thou mayeit now enter, my 
dear Abdallak ; remember that it is in thy Power to 
* do me a great Service; and that this is, perhaps, 
* the only Opportunity thou canſt ever have of teiti- 
* fying to me that thou art not ungrateful: Do not 
* let thyſelf be dazzled by all the Riches thou wilt 
* find there; think only of ſeizing upon an Iron Can- 
* dleſtick, with twelve Branches, which thou wilt 
find cloſe to a Door; that is abſolutely neceſſary to 
me; come up immediately, and bring it to nie. 
Abdallah promiſed every Thing, and deſcended boldly 
into the Vault. But forgetting what had been exprels- 
ly recommended to * whilit He was filling his Veſt 
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and his Boſom with Gold and Jewels, which this 
fubterraneous Vault encloſed in prodigious Heaps, 
the Opening by which he entered cloſed of itſelf. He 
had, however, Preſence of Mind er:ough to ſeize upon 
the Iron Candleſtick, which the Derriſe had fo ſtrong- 
ly recommended to him ; and though the Situation he 


was in was very terrible, he did not abandon himſelf 


to Deſpair; and thinking only in what Manner he 
fhould get out of a Place which might become his 
Grave, he apprehended that the Vault had cloſed only 
becauſe he had not followed the Order of the Derviſe ; 
he recalled to his Memory the Care and Goodneſs he 
had loaded him with; reproached himſelf with his 
Ingratitude, and finiſhed his Meditation by humbling 


himſelf before God. At length, after much Pains 


and Inquietude, he was fortunate enough to find a 
narrow Paſſage which led him out of this obſcure Cave; 
though it was not till he had followed it a conſiderable 
Way, that he perceived a ſmall Opening covered with 
Briars and Thorns, through which he returned to the 


Light of the Sun. He looked on all Sides, to ſee if 


he could perceive the Derviſe, but in vain ; he deſigned 
todeliver him the Iron Candleſtick he fo much wiſhed 
for, and formed a Defign of quitting him, being rich 
enough with what he had taken out of the Cavern, 
to live in Aﬀuence without his Aſſiſtance. 

Not perceiving the Derviſe, nor remembering any 


of the Places through which he had paſſed, he 


went on as Fortune had directed him, and was 
extremely aſtoniſhed to find himſelf oppoſite to his 
Mother's Houſe, which he imagined he was at a 
great Diſtance from. She immediately enquired after 
the holy Derviſe. Abdallah told her frankly what 
had happened to him, and the Danger he had run 
to fatisty his unreaſonable Defires; he afterwards 
ſhewed her the Riches with which he was loaded. 
His Mother concluded, upon the Sight of them, that 
the Derviſe only deſigned to make Trial of his Cou- 


rage and Obedience, and that they ought to make 


Ute 
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Uſe of the Hippineſs which Fortune had preſented to 
them; adding, that doubtie!s furh was the Intention 
of the holy Derviſe. VVhillt they contemplated upon 
theſe Treafures with Avidity ; whilſt they were daz- 
zled with the Luſtre of them, and formed a thouſand 
Projects in Conſequence of them, they all vaniſhed 
away before their Eyes. It was then that Abdullah 
ſincerely reproached himſelf for his Ingratitude and 
Diſobedience; and, perceiving that the icon Candle- 
ſtick had reſiſted the Inchantment, or rather the juſt 
Puniſhment which thoſe delerve who do not execute 
what they promiſe, he faid, proſtrating himſelf, — 
* What has happened to me is juſt ; I have loſt what 
* I had no Defign to reſtore, and the Candleſtick 
* which | intended to deliver to the Derviſe, remains 
* with me: It is a Proctthat it rightly belongs to him, 
« and that the reſt was unjuitiy acquired.” As he 
finiſhed theſe Words, he placed the Candleſtick in the 
Mid of their little Houle. 

When the Night was come, without reflefting 
upon it, he placed the Light in the Candleſtick. 
Immediately they faw a Derviſe appear, who turned 
round for an Hour, and difappeured, after having 
thrown them an Aſper. The Candleſtick had twelve 
Branches. A'dallih, who was meditating all the 
Diy upon what he had ſeen the Night before, was 
willing to know what would happen the next Night, 
it he put a Light in each of them; he did fo, and 
twelve Derviſes appeared thit inſtant; they turned 
round alfo for an Hour, and ench of thera threw an 
Aſper, as they diſappeared. He repeited every Day 
the fame Ceremony, which had always the fame Suc- 
ceſs, but he could never make it ſucceed more than 
once in twenty-four Hours, This trifling Sum was 
enough to ns 6 his Mother and kimfel; ſubfiſt toler- 
ably: There was a Time when they would have 
deſired no more to be happy; but it was not con- 
ſiderable enough to change their Fortune: It is always 
dangerous for the Imagination to be fxed upr-n 
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the Idea of Riches. The Sight of what he believed 
he ſhould poſſeſs ; the Projects he had formed for the 
Employment of it; all theſe Things had left ſuch 
profound Traces in the Mind of Abdallah, that no- 
thing could effice them. Therefore ſeeing the ſmall 
Advantage he drew from the Candleſtick, he reſolved 
to carry it back to the Derviſe, in Hopes that he 
might obtain of him the Treaſure he had ſeen, or at 
leaſt find again the Riches which had vaniſhed 
from their Sight, by reſtoring to him a Thing for 
which he teſtified ſo earneſt a Deſire. He was fo 


fortunate as to remember his Name, and that of the 


City where he mhabited. He departed therefore im- 
mediately for Magrebi, carrying with him his Candle- 
_ Rick, which he lighted every Night, and by that 


Means furniſhed himſelf with what was neceſſary on 


the Road, without being obliged to implore the 
Aſſiſtance and Compaſſion of the Faithful. When he 
arrived at Magrebi, his firſt Care was to enquire in 
what Houſe, or in what Convent Abounadar lodged ; 
he was ſo well known that every Body told him his 
Habitation. He repaired thither directly, and found 
filty Porters who kept the Gate of his Houle, having 
each a Staff with a Head of Gold in their Hands : 
The Court of this Palace was filled with Slaves and 
Domeſtics ; in fine, the Reſidence of a Prince could 
not expoſe to View greater Magnificence. Abdallah, 
firuck with Atoniſhment and Admiration, feared to 
proceed. Certainly, thought he, I either explained 
myſelf wrong, or thoſe to whom I addreſſed myſelf, 
deſigned to make a Jeſt of me, becauſe I was a 
Stranger: This is not the Habitation of a Dervile ; 
it is that of a King. He was in this Embarraſſment, 
when a Man approached him, and faid to him, 
Abdallah, thou art welcome; my Maſter, Abounadar, 
has long expedled thee. He then conducted him 
to an agreeable and magnificent Pavillion, where 
the Derviſe was ſeated. Abdallah, ſtruck with the 


Riches which he beheld on all Sides, would have 
| proſtrated 
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proſtrated himſelf at his Feet, but Abounadar prevented 
him, and interrupted him when he would have made 
a Merit of the Candleſtick, which he preſented to 
him. Thou art but an ungrateful Wretch, faid he 
to him: Doſt thou imagine thou canſt impoſe upon 
me:? I am not ignorant ofany one of thy Thoughts; 

and it thou hadſt known the Value of this Candle- 
ſtick, thou wouldſt never have brought it to me; [ 
will make thee ſenſible of its true Uſe.“ Immedi- 


„ © „ 


ately he placed a Light in each of its Branches; and 


when the twelve Derviſes had turned round tor fone 
Time, Abounadar, gave each of them a Blow with a 
Cane, and in a Moment they were converted into 


twelve heaps of Sequins,' Diamonds and other pre- 


cious Stones. This, faid he, is the proper Uie to 

be made of this marvellous Candleſtick. As to me, 
never deſired it, but to place it in my Cabinet, as 
2 Taliſman compoſed by a Sage whom | revere, and 
am plexſed to expoſe it ſometimes to thoſe who come 
to viſit me: And, to prove tothee, added he, that 
Curiolity was the only Occaſion of my Search for 
it, here are the Keys of my Magazines, open them, 


GS «© «a «a „ „ 
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ame whether the moſt infatiable Miſer would not 
de ſitisfied with them.“ Abdallah obeyed him, and 
examined twelve Magazines of great Extent, ſo full 
of all Manner of Riches, that he could not diftinzuiſh 
what merited his Admiration moſt ; they all deferved 
it, and produced new Defires. The Regret of having 
reſtored the Candleſtick, and that of not having found 
out the Uſe of it, pierced the Heart of Ab4ailah. Abou- 
nadar ſeemed not to perceive it: On the contrary, 
he loaded him with Carefles, kept him ſome Days in 
his Houle, and commanded hica to be treated as him- 
felf. When he was at the Exe of the Day which he 
had fixed for his Departure, he ſaid to him, A dullah, 
my Son, I believe by what has happened to thee, thou 
art corrected of the frighttul Vice of Ingratitude ; 
© however, I owe thee a Mark of my Aﬀection, for 

| * having 


and thou ſhalt judge of my Riches; thou ſhalt tell 
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and what it had produced. 
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* having undertaken ſo long a Journey, with a View 
* of betnging me the Thing ſ bad deſired; thou 
* may'ſt depart, I ſhall detain thee no longer. Thou 
; ſhalt find To-morrow, at the Gate of my Palace, 
* one of my Horſes to carry thee; I make thee a 
* Preſent of it, as well as of a Slave who ſhall conduct 
* thee to thy Houſe; and two Camels loaded 
* with Gold and Jewels, which thou ſhalt chuſe thy- 
* ſelf out of my Treaſures. Abdallak ſaid to him 
all that a Heart ſenſible to Avarice could expreſs, 
when its Paſſion was fatisfied, and went to lie down 
till the Morning arrived, which was fixed for his 
Departure. — 
| ring the Night he was ſtill agitated, without 
being able to think of any n but the Candleſtick, 
« | had it, faid he, fo 
long in my Power; Abounadar, without me, had 
« never been the Poſſeſſor of it: What Riſks did I 
not run in the ſubterraneous Vault? Why does he 
* now poſſeſs this Treaſure of Treaſures? Becauſe 
I had the Probity, or rather the Folly, to bring it 
* back to him: He profits by my Labour, and the 


Danger I have incurred in fo long a Journey. And | 


* what does he give me in Return? Two Camels 
loaded with Gold and Jewels; in one Moment the 
* Candleſtick will furniſh him with ten Times as 
much. It is Abounadar who is ungrateful: What 
* Wrong ſhall I do him in taking this Candleſtick ? 
© None certainly; for he is rich: And what do I 
poſſeſs?' Theſe Ideas determined him, at length, 
to make all poſlible Attempts to ſeize upon the 
Candleſtick. The Thing was not difficult, Abounadar 
having truſted him with the Keys of his Magazines. 
He knew where the Candleſtick was placed; he 
ſeized upon it, hid it in the Bottom of one of the 
Sacks, which he filled with Pieces of Gold and other 
Riches which he was allowed to take, and loaded it, 
as well as the Reſt, upon his Camels. He had no 
other Eagerneſs now than for his Departure ; __ 

after 
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leſt him almoſt dead, and diſappeared, —_— wit 
orle, 
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after having haſtily bid adieu to the generous Abouna- 
dar, he delivered him his Keys, and departed with his 
Horſe, and Slave, and two Camels. | 
When he was ſome Days Journey from Balfora, he 
fold his Slave, reſolving not to have a Witneſs of his 
former Poverty, nor of the Source of his preſent 
Riches. He ght another, and arrived without 
any Obſtacle at his Mother's, whom he would ſcarce 
look upon, ſo much was he taken up with his Trea- 
ſure. His firſt Care was to place the Loads of his 
Camels and the Candleſtick in the moſt private Room 
of the Houſe; and, in his Impatience to feed his 
Eyes with his great Opulence, he placed Lights im- 


mediately in the Candleſtick: The twelve Derviſes 


appearing, he gave each of them a Blow with a Cane 
with all his Strength, leaſt he ſhould be failing in the 
Laws of the Taliſman: But he had not remarked, 
that Abounadar, when he ſtruck them, had the Cane 
in his Left-hand. Abdallah, by a natural Motion, 
made Uſe of his Right ; and the Derviſes, inſtead of 
becoming Heaps of Riches, immediately drew from 
beneath their Robes, each a formidable Club, with 
which they firuck him ſo hard and ſo long, that the 


them all his Treaſure, the Camels, the 
Slave, and the Candleſtick. 

Thus was Abdallah puniſhed by Poverty, and almoſt 
by Death, for his unreaſonable Ambition, which per- 
haps might have been pardonable, if it had not been 


the 


accompanied by an Ingratitude as wicked as it was 


audacious, fince he had not ſo much as the Reſource 
of being able to conceal his Perfidies from the too 
piercing Eyes of his Benefactor. 
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The FORCE of HABIT. 


III Habits gather by unſecn Degrees: | 
As Brooks run Rivers, Rivers run to Seas, DRYDEN. 


HERE is not a common Saying which has a 
better Turn of Senſe in it, than what we often 


hear in the Mouths of the Vulgar, that Cxſtom is a 
fecond Nature. It is indeed able to form the Man 


2new, and give him Inclinations and Capacities alto- 
ther different from thoſe he was born with. Dr. 
Hot, in his Hiſtory of Staffordſhire, tells us of an 
Idiot, that chanced to live within the Sound of a 
Clock, and always amuſing himſelf with counting 
the Hour of the Day, whenever the Clock ſtruck ; 
the Clock being ſpoiled by ſome Accident, the Idiot 
continued to ſtrike and count the Hour without the 
Help of it, in the fame Manner as he had done when 
it was entire. Thongh I dare not vouch for the 
Truth of this Story, it is very certain that Cuſtom 
has a mechanical Eflect upon the Body, at the ſame 
Time that it has a very extraordinary Influence upon 
the Mind. ” | 


Effect which Cuſtom has upon human Nature; and 
which, it rightly obſerved, may lead us into very 
nieful Rules of Liſle. What | ſhall here take Notice 
ot in Cuſtom, is its wondertul Efficacy in making 
_ Thing pleaſant to us. A Perſon who is addieted 
to Play or Gaming, though he took but little 
Delight in it at firſt, by Degrees contracts ſo ſtrong 
an Inclination towards it, and gives himſelf up 10 
entirely to it, that it ſeems the only End of his Being. 
The Love of a retired or buſy Lite will grow upon 
a Man inſenſibly, as he is converſant in the one or 
the other, till 2 is utterly unqualified for reliſhing 
that to which he has been for ſome Time diſuſed. 
Nay, a Man may ſmoke, or drink, or take Snuff, 
till he is unable to pals away his Tine without it; 

not 


I ſhall in this Paper conſider one very remarkable 
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not to mention how our Delight in any particular 
Study, Art, or Science, riſes and improves in Pro- 

ortion to the Application which we beſtow upon it. 

hus what was at firſt an Exerciſe, becomes at length 
an Entertainment. Our Employments are changed 
into our Diverſions. The Mind grows fond of thoſe 
Actions ſhe is accuſtomed to, and is drawn with Re- 
. from thoſe Paths in which ſhe has been uſed 
to walk. 

Not only ſuch Actions as were at firſt indifferent 
to us, but even ſuch as were painful, will, by Cuſtom 
and Practice, become pleafant. Sir Fraucis Bacon 
obſerves in his Natural Philoſophy, that our Taſte is 
never pleaſed better than with thoſe Things which 
at firſt created a Diſguſt in it. He gives particular 
Inſtances of Claret, Coffee, and other Liquors, which 
the Palate feldom approves upon the firſt Taſte; 
but when it has once got a Reliſh of them, generally 
retains it for Life. The Mind is conſtituted after 
the ſame Manner, and after having habituated herſelf 
to any particular Exerciſe or Employment, not only 
loſes her firſt Averſion towards it, but conceives a 
certain Fondneſfs and Affection for it. I have heard 
one of the greateſt Geniuſes this Age has produced, 
who had been trained up in all the polite Studies of 
Antiquity, aſſure me, upon his being obliged to 
ſearch into ſeveral Rolls and Records, that not;vith- 
ſtanding ſuch an Employment was at firſt very dry 
and irklome to him, he at laſt took an incredible 
Pleaſure in it, and preferred it even to the reading of 
Virgil or Cicero. The Reader will obterve, thit I 
have not here conl:dered Cuſtom as it makes Things 
eaſy, but as it renders them delightivl; and though 
others have often made the hime Reflection, it is 


poſlible they may not have drawn thole Utes from it, 


with which I intend to fil the remaining Part of 
this Paper. 

If we conſider attentively this Property of Þ:iman 
Nature, it may iwnftruct us in very une ns 
| I 
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In the firſt Place, I would have no Man diſcouraged 
w ith that Kind of Life, or Series of Action, in which 
the Choice of others, or his own Neceſſities, may 
have engaged him. It may, perhaps, be very difagree- 
able to him at firſt; but Uſe and > ag wg will 
certainly render it not only leſs painful, but pleaſing 


and fatisfattory. 


In the ſecond Place, I would recommend to every 
one that admirable Precept which Pychagoras is ſaid to 
have given to his Diſciples, and which that Philoſo- 
pher muſt have drawn trom the Obſervation I have 
enlarged upon: Optimum Vite Genus eligito, nam Con- 
fuetudo faciet jucundiſſimum; Pitch upon that Courſe 
of Life which is the moſt excellent, and Cuſtom will 
render it the moſt delightful. Men, whoſe Circum- 
ſtances will permit them to chuſe their own. Way of 


Life, are inexcuſable if they do not purſue that which 


their Judgement tells them is the moſt landable. 
The Voice of Reaſon is more to be regarded than 
the Bent of any preſent Inclination ; fince, by the 
Rules above-mentioned, Inclination will at length 
come over to Reaſon, though we can never force 
Reaſon to comply with Inclination. 

In the third Place, this Obſervation may teach 
the moſt ſenſual and irreligious Man to overlook 
thoſe Hardſhips and Difficulties, which are apt to 
diſcourage him from the Proſecution of a virtuous 
Life. The Gods, faith Hefod, have placed Labour 
before Virtue; the Way to her is at firſt rough and 
* cdifficalt, but grows more ſmooth and eaſy, the far- 
ther you advance in it.” The Man who proceeds in 
it with Steadineſs and Reſolution, will, in a little 
Time, find that her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and 
that all her Paths are Peace. | 

To enforce the Conſideration, we may further 
obſerve, tat the Practice of Religion will not only 


be attended with that Pleafure, which naturally ac- 


companies thole Actions to which we are habitu- 
ated, but with thoſe ſupernumerary Joys of Heart, 
| that 
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that riſe from the Conſciouſneſs of ſuch a Pleaſure, 
trom the Satis faction of acting up to the Dictates of 
4 and from the Proſpect of an happy Immor- 
tality. | 

In the fourth Place, we may learn from this Ob- 
ſervation which we have made on the Mind of 
Man, to take particular Car: , when we are once 
ſettled in a regular Courſe of Life, how we too fre- 
quently indulge ourſelves in any of the moſt innocent 
Diverſions and Entertainments, ſince the Mind may 
inſenſibly fall off from the Reliſh of virtuous Ac- 
tions, and, by Degrees, exchange that Pleaſure 
which it takes in the Performance of ibs Duty, for 
Delights of a much more inferior and unprofitable 
Nature. - | | | 

Fae laſt Uſe which I ſhall make of this remark- 
able Property in human Nature, of being delighted 


with thoſe Actions to which it is accuſtomed, is to 


ſhew how abſolutely neceſſary it is for us to gain 
Habits of Virtue in this Liſe, if we would enjoy 
the Pleaſures of the next. The State of Bliſs we 
call Heaven, will not be capable of affecting thoſe 
Minds which are not thus qualified for it; we muſt 
in this World gain a Reliſh of Truth and Virtue, if 
we would be able to taſte that Knowledge and Per- 
fection which are to make us happy inthe next. The 
Seeds of thoſe ſpiritual Joys a — which are 
to riſe up and flouriſh in the Soul to all Eternity, 
muſt be planted in her during this her preſent State 
of Probation. In ſhort, Heaven is not to be looked 
upon only as the Reward, but as the natural Effect of 
a religious Life. 
On the other Hand, thoſe evil Spirits, who, by 
long Cuſtom, have contracted in the Body, Habits 
of Luſt and Senſuality, Malice and Revenge, an 
Averſion to every Thing that is good, juſt, or laud- 
able, are naturally fealoned and prepared for Pain 
and Miſery. Their Torments have already taken 
Root in them, they _ be happy when divelted 
1 55 2 0¹ 


N 1 — . - - 5 
ju 7 — 0 —_ * 4 „ I * * 222 2 2 1 = 
— | 2 Abs ct Tek = = 2 — - 3 
- „ 8 & 4 wo £ 3 1 N Ef . 5 — — — 3 - — = 2 1 
— baby a» \ —— n . ' - — pr 
„ «= xe thi a . 4 


or Os At a 


2 


13 


* 
1 
\ 4 
7 v- 
5 
1 
* 
+ 
1 
is 
& 
4 


64 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 


of the Body, unleſs we may ſuppoſe, that Providence 
will, im a Manner, create them anew, and work a 
Miracle in the Rectification of their Faculties. They 
may, indeed, taſte a Kind of malignant Pleafure in 
thoſe Actions to which they are accuſtomed, whilſt 
in this Life; but when they are removed from all 
thoſe Objects, which are here apt to gratify them, 
they will naturally become their own Tormentors, and 
cheriſh in themſelves thoſe painful Habits of Mind 
which are called in Scripture Phraſe, The Worm which 
never dies, This Notion of Heaven and Hell is fo 
very comformable to the Light of Nature, that it was 
diſcovered by ſeveral of the moſt exalted Heathens. 
It has been finely improved by many eminent Di- 
vines of the laſt Age, as in particular by Archbiſhop 
Tillotiſon and Dr. Sherlock; but there is none who has 
raiſed ſuch noble Speculations upon it as Dr. Scott, in 
{he firſt Book of his Chriſtian Life, which is one of 
the fineſt and moſt rational Schemes of Divinity 
that is written in our Tongue or any other. That 
excelent Author has ſhewn how every particular Cuſ- 
tom and HaLit of Virtue will, in its own Nature, 
produce the Heaven, or State of Happineſs, in him 
who ſhall hereafter practiſe it: As on the contrary, 
how every Cuſtom or Habit of Vice, will be the 
natural Hell of him, in whom it ſubſiſts. 
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The ABSURDITY of EXTREMES. 


Tas Education forms the youthful Mixd; 
uſt as the Tag ig bent, the Tiee's mound. Porz. 


AM an humble Couſin to two Siſters, who, though 
they are good - humoured, good Sort of People, 
and (all Things conſidered) behave to me tolerably 
well; yet their Manners and Diſpoſitions are fo ex- 
tremely oppoſite, that the Taſk of pleaſing them is 
rendered very difficult and troubleſome. "The Elder 
| of 
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of my Coulins is a very jolly, free-hearted Girl, and 
ſo great an Enemy to all Kinds of Form, that you 
ſeldom ſee her with ſo much as a Pin in her Gown; 
while the Younger, who thinks in her Heart that her 
Siſter is no better than a Slattern, runs into the con- 
trary Extreme, and is, in every Thing the does, an 
abſolute Fidfad. She takes up almoſt as much Time 
to put on her Gown, as her Siſter does to dirty one. 
The Elder is too thoughtleſs to remember what ſhe 
is to do; and the other is ſo tedious in doing it, 
that the Time is always elapſed in which it was ne- 
ceſſary for it to be done. If you lend any Thing to 
the Elder, you are ſure of having it loſt; or if you 
would borrow any Thing of the Younger, it is Odds 
but ſhe refuſes it, from an Opinion, that you will be 
leſs care ſul of it than herſelf. Whatfoever Work is 
done by one Siſter, is too flight to hang together for 
an Hour's Wear; and whatſoever is undertaken by 


the other, is generally too nice and curious to be 


finiſhed. 

As they are conſtantly Bed-fellows, the firſt Sleep 
of the Elder is ſure to be broken by the Younger, 
whoſe uſual Time of undreſſing and folding up her 
Cloaths, is at leaſt an Hour and a Halt, allowing a 
third Part of that Time for Hindrance, occaſioned by 


her Elder Siſter's Things, which lie ſcattered cvery 


where in her Way. 

If they had Lovers, I know exactly how it would 
be: The Elder would looſe her's by ſaying Yes too 
loon, and the Younger by ſaying No too often. If 
they were Wives, the one would be too naſty to do 
any Thing right, and the other too tedious to do any 
Thing pleaſing: Or were they Mothers, the Daugh- 
ters of the Elder would be playing at Taw with the 
Boys, and the Sons of the Younger dreſſing Dolls 
with the Milles. 

I wiſh, Sir, you would be fo kind to theſe Couſins 
of mine, as to favour them with your Advice. 1 
have faid already that wy are both goyud-lvamourcd | 
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and if you could prevail upon the Elder to borrow 


from the Younger a little Thought and Neatneſs ; and 


upon the Younger to add to her Exactneſs a. little of 
the careleſs Freedom of the Elder; you would make 
them very amiable Women, and me the happieſt of 
all humble Couſins. | 


On BEAUTY and FLATTERY. 


Beauties, like Princes, from their wery Youth, 
Are perſect Strangers to the Voice of Truth. POPE. 


A FRIEND of mine has two Daughters, whom I 
will call Letitia and Daphne; the former is 

one of the greateſt Beauties of the Age in which 
ſhe lives, the latter no Way remarkable for any 
Charms in her Perſon. Upon this one Circum- 
ſtance of their outward Form, the Good and Ill of 
their Lives ſeem to turn. Lætitia has not, from her 
very Childhood, heard any Thing elſe but Commen- 
dations of her Features and Complexion, by which 
Means ſhe is no other than Nature made her, a very 
beautiful Outſide. The Conſciouſneſs of her Charms 
has rendered her infupportably vain and inſolent 
towards all who have to do with her. Daphne, who 
was almoſt Twenty before one civil Thing had ever 
been ſaid to her, found herſelf obliged to acquire ſome 


Accompliſhments to make up for the Want of thoſe 


Attractions which ſhe ſaw in her Siſter. Poor Dapline 
was ſeldom ſubmitted to in a Debate wherein ſhe was 
concerned ; her Diſcourſe had nothing to recommend 
it but the good Senſe of it ; and ſhe was always under 
a Neceſſity to have very well conſidered what ſhe was 
to ſay before ſhe uttered it; while Letitia was liſtened 
to with Partiality, and Approbation fat on the Coun- 
tenances of thoſe ſhe converſed with, before ſhe com- 
municated what ſhe had to ſay. 


Theſe Cauſes have produced ſuitable Effects, and 


 Lelitia is as inſipid a Companion, as Daphne is an 
agrce= 
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agreeable one. Letitia, confident of Favour, has 
ſtudied no Arts to pleaſe; Daphne, deſpairing of any 
Inclination towards her Perſon, has depended only on 
her Merit. Lætitia has always fomething in her Air 
that is ſullen, grave, and diſconſolate. Daphne has 
a Countenance that appears chearful, open, and 
unconcerned. 

A young Gentleman ſaw Lætitia this Winter at a 


Play, and became her Captive. His Fortune was 


ſuch, that he wanted very little Introduction to ſpeak 
his Sentiments to her Father. The Lover was 
admitted with the utmoſt Freedom into the Family, 

where a conſtrained Behaviour, ſevere Looks, and 
. diſtant Civilities were the higheſt Favours he could 
obtain of Letitia; while Daphne uſed him with the 
2 Humour, Familiarity, and Innocence of a Siſter: 
nſomuch, that he would often ſay to her, Dear 
Daphne, wert thou but as handſome as Lætitia! 
She received ſuch Language with that ingenuous and 

leaſing Mirth which is natural to a Woman without 


lign. He ſtill fighed in vain for Lætitia, but found 


certain Relief in the agreeable Converſat ion of Dapiine, 


At length, heartily tired with the haughty Imperti- 


nence of Lætilia, and charmed with the repeated In- 
ſtances of good Humour he had obſerved in Daphne, 
he one Day told the latter, that he had ſomething to 


ſay to her he hoped ſhe would be pleaſed with, — 


Faith, Daphne, continued he, I am in Love with thee, 
and deſpiſe thy Sifter fincerc!y. The Manner of his 
| declaring himſelf gave his Miſtreſs Occaſion for a 


very hearty Laughter. — Nay, ſays he, I knw you. 


would laugh at me, but I will aſk your Father. He did 
ſo; the Father received his Intelligence with no less 
Joy than Surprize, and was very glad he had now no 


Cafe left but for his Beauty, which he thougit he. 


could carry to Market at Leiſure. 

I do not know any Thing that has pleaſed me fo 
much a great while, as the Conqueit of my Friend 
Daplne's. All her Acquaintances congratulate her * 
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ber Chance-medley, and laugh at that premeditating 
Murderer, her Siſter. As it is an Argument of a light 
Mind, to think the worſe of ourſelves for the Imper- 
fections of our Perſon, it is equally below us to value 
ourſelves upon the Advantages of them. The Female 
World ſeem to be almoſt incorrigibly gone aſtray in 
this Particular; for which Reaſon I ſhall recommend 
the following Extract out of a Friend's Letter to the 
rofeſſed Beauties, who are a People almoſt as unfut- 
ferable as the profeſſed Wits: 
Monſieur St. Evremont has concluded one of his 
Eſſays with affirming, that the laſt Sighs of a 
ghandſome Woman are not fo much for the Loſs of 
* her Life as of her Beauty. Perhaps this Railery 
is purſued too far, yet it is turned upon a very 
obvious Remark, that 2a Woman's ſtrongeſt Paſſion is 
for her own Beauty, and that he values it as her 
favourite Diſtinction. From hence it is, that all 
Arts, which pretend to improve or preſerve it, meet 
with ſo general a Reception among the Sex. To 
lay nothing of many falſe Helps, and contraband 
Wares of Beanty, vrhich are daily vended in this 
great Mart, there is not a Maiden Gentlewoman, 
of a good Family, in any County of South-Bruarn, 
who has not heard of the Virtue of May-Dew, or is 
unfurniſhed with fume Receipt or other in Favour 
of her Complexion; and I have known a Phy ſician 
of Learning and Senſe, after eight Years Study in 
the Univeriity, and a Courſe of Travels into moſt 
Countries in Europe, owe the firſt Riſing of his 
Fortune to a Coſmetic Waſh, 
* This has given me Occaſion to conſider, how fo 
univerſal a Diſpoſition in Womankind, which 
iprings from a laudable Motive, the Deſire of 
pleaſing, and proceeds from an Opinion not 
altogether groumdleſs, that Nature, helped by Art, 
may be turned to their Advantage. And, me- 
thinks, it would be an acceptable Service to take 
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and to prevent their impoſing upon themſelves, by 
diſcovering to them the true Secret and Art of 
improving Beauty. 5 
In order to do this, before I touch upon it direct- 
ly, it will be neceſſary to lay down a few preliminary 
Maxi ms, viz. 

That no Woman can be Handſome by, the Force 


of Features alone, any more than ſhe can be Witty 


only by the ** of Speech. 
* That Pride deſtroys all Symmetry and Grace, and 
Aﬀectation is a more terrible Enemy to fine Fares 
than the Small-Pox. 


* That no Woman is capable of being Beautif:!, 


who 1s not incapible of being Falſe. 
And, That what would be Odious ina Friend, is 
Deformity in a Miſtreſs 1 | 
From theſe few Principles, thus laid down, it 
will be eaſy to prove, that the true Art of aſſiſting 
Beauty, conſiſts in embelliſhing the whole Perſon, by 
the proper Ornaments of virtuous and commendable 
Qualities. By this Help alone it is, that thoſe who 
are the favourite Work of Nature, or, as Mr. Dryden 
expreſſes it, the Porcelain Clay of human Kind, 
become animated, and are in a Capacity of exerting 
their Charms: And thole who ſeem to have been 
neglected by her, like Models wrought in haſte, are 
capable, in a great Meaſure, of finiſhing what ſhe 
has left imperfect. 
It is, methinks, a low and degrading Idea of 
that Sex, which was created: to refine the Joys 
and ſoften the Cares of Humanity, by the moit 
agreeable Participation, to conſider them merely as 
Objects of Sight. This is abridging them of their 
natural Extent of Power, to put them upon a Level 
with their Pictures at Kneller's. How much nobler 
is the Contemplation of Beauty heightened by 
Virtue, and commanding our Eſteem and Love, 
while it draws our Obſervation? How faint and 
ſpiritleſs are the Charms of a Coquette, when com- 
« pared 
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pared with the real Lovelineſs of Sophronta's Inno- 


cence, Piety, good Humour, and Truth; Virtues | 


which add a new Soſtneſs to her Sex, and even 
beautify her Beauty! That Agreeableneſs, which 
muſt otherwiſe have appeared no longer in the mo- 
deſt Virgin, is now prelerved in the tender Mother, 
the prudent Friend, and the faithful Wife. Colours 
artfully ſpread upon Canvas, may entertain the Eye, 
but not afte&t the Heart; and ſhe, who takes no 
Care to add to the natural Graces of her Perſon any 
excelient Qualities, may be allowed ſtill to amuſe as 
a Picture, but not to triumph as a Beauty. | 

When Adam is introduced by Milton, deſcribing 
Eve in Paradiſe, and relating to the Angel the 
Impreſſions he felt upon ſeeing her at her firſt 


Creation, he does not 13 her like a Grecian 


Venus, DY her Shape or Features, but by the Luſtre 
of her Mind, which ſhone in them, and gave them 
their Power of charming: 


Grace was in all her Steps, Heav'n in her Eye, 
In all her Geſiures Dignity and Love. 


Without this irradiating Power, the proudeſt 


Fair One ought to know, whatever her Glaſs ma 
tell her to the contrary, that her moſt perfect 
Features are uninformed and dead. 

I cannot better cloſe this Moral, than by a ſhort 
Epitaph written by Ben Johnſon, with a Spirit which 
nothing could inſpire but ſuch an Object as I have 
been deſcribing: 


Underneath this Stone doth lie 

As much Virtue as could die; 
Wick, when alive, did Vigour give 
To as much Beauty as could live. 


On 
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On AFFECTATION. 


But one Admirer has the afeted Laſs; 
Nor meets that one but in her Looking-glajs. Vors. 


LAT E Converſation which I fel! into, gave me 
an Opportunity of obſerving a great Deal of 
Beauty in a very handſome Woman, and as much 
Wit in an ingenius Man, turned into Deformity in 
the one, and Abſurdity in the other, by the nere 


Force of Aﬀectation. The Fair One ha ſomething 


in her Perſon upon which her Thoughts were fixed, 
that ſhe attempted to ſhew to Advantage in 
every Look, Word, and Geſture. The Gentleman 
was as diligent to do Juſtice to her fine Parts, as 


the Lady to her bemteous Form. You might ſee 


his Imagination on the Stretch to find out ſome- 
thing uncommon, and what they call bright, to en- 


tertain her; while ſhe writhed herſelf into as _ | 


different Poſtures to engage hin. When ſhe laughed, 


| her Lips were to fever at a greater Diſtance than 


ordinary to ſhew her Teeth: Her Fan was to point 
to ſomething at a Diſtance, that in the Reach ſhe 
might diſcover the Roundneſs of her Arm; then ſhe 
is utterly miſtaken in what ſhe faw, falls back, 
ſmiles at her own Folly, and is fo wholly diſcom- 
poſed, that her Tucker is to be adjuſted, her Boſom 
expoſed, and the whole Woman put into new Airs 
and Graces. While ſhe was doing ell this, the 
Gallant had Time to think of ſomething very plea- 
fant to ſay next to her, or make ſome unkind Obſer- 
vation on ſome other Lady to feed her Vanity. 
Theſe unhappy Effects of Affectitlon, naturally led 
me to look into that ſtrang State of Mind which ſo 
generally diſcolours the Beraviour of moſt People we 
meet with. 
The learned Dr. Bu- is Theory of the Earth, 
takes occaſion to obe nat every Thought is 
attended 
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attended with Conſciouſneſs and Repreſentativeneſs: 
he Mind bas nothing preſented to it, but what is 
zu mediately followed by a Reflection of Conſcience, 
which tells you whether that which was ſo prefented 
is graceful or unbecoming. This Act of the Mind 
diſcovers itſelf in the Geſture, by a proper Behaviour 
in thoſe whoſe Conſciouſneſs goes no further than 
to direct them in the juſt Progreſs of their preſent 


Thought or Action; but betrays an Interruption in 


every lecond Thought, when the Conſciouſneſs is 
employed in too fondly approving a Man's own Con- 
ceptions ; which {ſort of Conſciouſneſs is what we call 
Afﬀectation. 

As the Love of Praiſe is implanted in our Boſom 
as a ſtrong Incentive to worthy Actions, it is a very 
difficult Taik to get above a. Deſire of it for Things 
that would be wholly indifferent. Women, whoſe 
Hearts are fixed upon the Pleaſures they have in the 


Conſciouſneſs that they are the Objects of Love and 


Admiration, are ever changing the Air of their 
Countenances, and altering the Attitude of their 
Bodies, to ſtrike the Hearts of their Beholders, with 
new Senfe of their Beauty. The arciling Part of our 
Sex, whoſe Minds are the fame with the filler Part 
of the other, are exactly in the like uneaſy Condition 


to be regarded for a well-tied Cravat, a Hat cocked 


with an- unuſual Britkneſs, a very well choſen Coat, 
or other Inſtances of Merit, which they are impatient 
to fee unobſerved. | 

But this apparent AﬀeRation, ariſing from an ill- 
governed Conſciouſneſs, is not ſomuch to be wondered 
at, in ſuch looſe and trivial Minds as theſe: 
But when you fee it reign in Characters of Worth 
and Diſtinction, it is what you cannot but lament, not 


without ſome Indignation. It creeps into the Fieart 


of the wiſe Man, as well as that of the Coxcomb. 
When you lee a Man of Senſe look about for Applauſe, 
and diſcover an itching Inclination to be commended, 
1.5 Traps for a little Incenſe, even from thoſe whoſe 


Opinion | 
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Opinion he values in nothing but his own Favour ; 
who is ſafe againſt this Weakneſs? Or, who knows 
whether he is guilty of it or not? The beſt Way to 


get clear of fuch a light Fondneſs for Applauſe, is, to 


take all poſſible Care to throw off the Love of it upon 
Occaſions that are not in themſelves laudable ; but, as 
it appears, we hope for no Praife from them. Of this 
Nature are all Graces in Men's Perſons, Dreſs, and 
bodily Deportments ; which will naturally be winning 
and at tract ive if Men think not of them, but loſe their 
: _ in Proportion to our Endeavours to make them 
uch. | 

When our Conſciouſneſs turns upon the main De- 
ben of Life, and our Thoughts are employed upon 
the chief Purpoſe either in Buſineſs or Pleaſure, we 
ſhall never betray an Aﬀectation, for we carmot be 


my of it: But when we give the Paſſion for 


atle an unbridled Liberty, our Pleaſure, in little 
Pertections, robs us of what is due to us for great 
Virtues and worthy Qualities. How many excellent 
Speeches and honeſt ARions are loſt, for Want of 
being indifferent where we ought ?. Men are oppreſſed 


with Regard to their Way of ſpeaking and acting, in- 
ſtead of having their Thoughts bent upon what they 
| ſhould do or fay; and by that Means bury a Capa- 


city for great Things, by their Fear of failing in 
indifferent Things. This, perhaps, cannot be called 
AtteRation ; but it has ſome Tincture of it, at leaſt, 


Jo far, as that their Fear of erring in a Thing of no 


Contequence, argues they would be too much pleaſed 
in performing it. ; 

It is only from a thorough Diſregard to himſelf in 
ſuch Particulars, that a Man can act with a laudable 
Sufficiency : His Heart is fixed upon one Point in 
View; aud he commits no Error, becauſe he thinks 
nothing an Error, but what deviates from that 
Intention. 

The wild Havock Aﬀecraticn makes in that Part 


of the World which ſhould be molt polite, is vit bie 
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wherever we turn our Eyes: It puſhes Men not on] 
into Impertincncies in Converiation, but alſo in their 


| mo qr Speeches. At the Bar it torments the 


ench, whoſe Buſineſs it is to cut off all Superfluties 
in what is ſpoken belore it by the Practitioner; as well 
as ſeveral little Pieces of Injuſtice which arile froin 
the Law itlelf. I have ſeen it make a Man run from 
the Purpoſe before a Judge, who was, when at the 
Bar himſelf, fo cloſe and logical a Pleader, that, with 


all the Pomp of Eloquence in his Power, he never 


poke a Word too much. 

It might be borne even here, but it often aſcends 
the Pulpit itſelf; and the Declaimer, in that ſacred 
Place, is frequently ſo impertinently witty, ſpeaks 
of the laſt Day itſelf with ſo many quaint Phraſes, 
that there is no Man who underſtands Raillery, but 
muſt reſolve to fin no more: Nay, you may behold 
him ſometimes in Prayer, for a proper Delivery of 
the great Truth he is to utter, humble himſelf with 
ſo very well turned a Phraſe, and mention his own 
Unworthineſs in a Way ſo very becoming, that the 
Air of the pretty Gentleman is preſerved under the 
Lowlineſs of the Preacher. 9 8 

I ſhall end this with a ſhort Letter I writ the other 


Day to a very witty Man, over-run with the Fault I 
am ſpeaking of. | 


Dear Sir, 


« J ſpent ſome Time with vou the other Day, and 
mult take the Liberty of 2 Friend to tell you of the 
untufterable Affectation you are guilty of in all you 


ſay or do. When I gave you a Hint of it, you 


aiked me whether a Man is to be cold to what his 
Friends think of him? No; but Praiſe is not to be 
the Entertainment of every Moment : He that hopes 
{or it, muſt be able to fuſpend the Poſſeſſion of it until 
proper Periods of Life, or Death itſelf. If you would 
not rather be commended than be praiſe-worthy, con- 
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temn little Merit ; and allow no Man to be fo free 
with you as to praile you to your Face. Your Vanity 
by this Means will want its Fool. At the fame Time 
_- Paition for Eſteem will be more fully gratified, 

en will praiſe you in their Actions; Where you 
now receive one Compliment, you will then receive 
twenty Civilities. Until then, you will nevef have 
of either, further than, S { R, 


Your's, &c, 


ä 


o MODEST Y. 


True Modeſty is afham'd of every Thing that is criminal : Falſe 
| Modeſty of every Thing that is unſaſtionable. 


ADDISON. 


ODESTY is not only an Ornament, but alſo 
a Guard to Virtue. It is a kind of quick and 
delicate Feeling in the Soul, which makes her ſhrink 
and withdraw herſelf from every Thing that has Dan- 
ger in it. It is ſuch an exquiſite Senfibility, as warns 
her to ſhun the firſt Appearance of every Thing which 

is hurtful. | | 
I cannot at preſent recolle& either the Place or 
Time of what I am going to mention; but I have 
read ſomewhere in the Hiſtory of ancient Greece, that 
the Women of the Country were ſeized with an un- 
accountable Melancholy, which diſpoſed ſeveral oi 
1 them to make away with themſelves. The Senate, 
e | after having tried many Expedients to prevent this 
* Self-murder, which was ſo frequent among them, pub- 
u 
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liſhed an Edict, that if any Woman whomſoever ſhou!d 
is | hy violent Hands upon herſelf, her Corpſe ſhould be 
e | expoſed naked in the Street, and dragged about the 
eS City in the moſt public Manner. This Edict imme- 
1 diately put a Stop to the Practice which was before fo 
la | common. We may ſee in this Inſtance the Strength 
n- of Female Modeſty, which was able to overcome the | 
n | G 2 Violence 4 
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Violence even of Madneſs and Diſpair. The Fear of 
Shame, in the Fair Sex, was, in thoſe Days, more 
prevalent than that of Death. 
If Modeſty has ſo great an Influence over our Ac- 
tions; and is in many Cafes fo impregnable a Fence ta 
Virtue; what can more undermine Morality than that 
Politeneſs which reigns among the unthinking Part of 
Mankind, and treats as unfaſhionable the moſt ingenu- 
ous Part of our Behaviour; which recommends Im- 
pudence as Good-breeding, and keeps a Man always 
in Countenance, not becauſe he is innocent, but be- 
cauſe he is ſhameleſs ? | 
Seneca thought Modeſty fo great a Check to Vice, 
that he preſcribes to us the Practice of it in ſecret, and 
adviſes us to raiſe it in ourſelves upon imaginary Oc- 
caſions, when ſuch as are real do not offer themſelves; 
for this is the Meaning of his Precept, that when we 
are by ourſelves, and in our greateſt Solitudes, we 
ſhould fancy that Cato ſtands before us, and fees every 
Thing we 4 In ſhort, if you baniſh Modeſty out of 
the World, ſhe carries away with her Half the Virtues 
that are in it. - 
After thoſe Reflections on Modeſty, as it is a Vir- 
tue, I muit obſerve, that there is a vicious Modeſty, 
which juſtly deſerves to be ridiculed, and which thoſe 
Perſons very often diſcover, who value themſelves 
moſt upon a well-bred Confidence. This happens 
when a Man is aſhamed to act up to his Reaſon, and 
would not, upon any Confideration, be ſurprized in the 
Practice ot thoſe Duties, for the Performance of which 
be was ſent into the World. Many an impudent Li- 
dertine would bluſh to be caught in a ſerious Diſcourſe, 
and would fcazce be able to ſhew his Head, after hay- 
ing diſrloſed a religious Thought. Decency of Be- 
haviour, all ou Shew of Virtue and Abhorrence 
of Vice, are carefully avoided by this Set of ſhame- 


faced People, as what would diſparage their Gaiety of 
Temper, and infallibly bring them to Diſhonour. 
This is fuch a poorneſs of Spirit, ſuch a deſpicable 

Ds Cowardice, 
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Cowardice, ſuch a degenerate, abject State of Mind, 
as one would think human Nature incapable of, did 


we not meet with frequent Inſtances of it in ordinary 


Converſation. 

There is another Kind of vicious Modeſty, which 
makes a Man aſhamed of his Perſon, his Birth, his 
Profeſſion, his Poverty, or the like Misfortunes, 
which it was not his Choice to prevent, and 1s 
not in his Power to rectify. If a Man appear rid i- 
culous by any of the afore- mentioned Circumſtances, 
he becomes much more ſo by being out of Coun- 


tenance for them. They ſhould rather give him 


Occaſion to exert a noble Spirit, and to palliate thoſe 
Imperfections which are not in his Power, by thoſe 
Perfections which are; or, to uſe a very witty allu- 
fon of an eminent Author, he ſhould imitate Cæſar, 
who, becauſe his Head was bald, covered that Defect 
with Laurels. 


Acc. 


VIRTUE under AFFLICTION, repreſented in 
the Story of AMAN DA. 
For Bleſſings ever wait on virtuous Deed; ; 


And tuo a late a ſure Reward ſucceeds. 
| CoNGREVE. 


HAVE more than once had Occaſion to mention 


a noble Saying of Seneca the Philolopher, That 


a virtuous Perſon ſtruggling with Misfortunes, and 
_ riſing above them, is an Object on which the Gods 


themſelves may look down with Delight. I ſhall 
therefore ſet before my Readers a Scene of this Kind 
of Diſtreſs in private Life, for the Speculation vt this 


V. 

An eminent Citizen, who had lived in good Faſhion 
and Credit, was, by a Train of Accidents, and by 
an unavoidable Perplexity in his Affairs, reduced 
to a low Condition, There is a Modeiiy wually 
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attending faultleſs Poverty, which made him rather 

chuſe to reduce his Manner of Living to his preſent 

Circumſtances, than ſolicit his Friends in order to 

ſupport the ſhew of an Eſtate when the Subſtance 

was gone. His Wife, who was a Woman of Senſe 

and Virtue, behaved herſelf on this Occafion with 

uncommon Decency, and never appeared fo amiable 

in his Eyes as now. Inſtead of upbraiding him with 

the ample Fortune ſhe had brought, or the many 

great Offers ſhe had refuſed for his Sake, ſhe redoubled 

all the Inſtances of her Affection, while her Huſband 

was continually pouring out his Heart to her in Com- 

plaints that he had ruined the beſt Woman in the 

World. He ſometimes came Home at a Time when 

ſhe did not expect him, and ſurpriſed her in Tears, | 

ä which ſhe endeavoured to conceal, and always put on | | 

| an Air of Chearfulneſs to receive him. To leſſen 

| their Expences, their eldeſt Daughter (whom I ſhall | 

| call Amanda) was ſent into the Country, to the Houſe ; 

| of an honeſt Farmer, who had married a Servant of 

the Family. This young Woman was — 4 I 

ol the Ruin which was approaching, and had pri- | 
| vately engaged a Friend in the Neighbourhood, to 

| ive her an Account of what paſſed from Time to 

ime of her Father's Aﬀairs. Amanda was in the 

Bloom of her Youth and Beauty, when the Lord of 
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the Manor, who often called in at the Farmer's Houſe 
as he followed his Country Sports, fell paſſionately 
in Love with her. He was a Man of great Genero- 
tity ; but, from a looſe Education, had contratted a 
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| | hearty Averſion to Marriage. He therefore entertained 

' _. a Defign upon Amanda's Virtue, which at preſent he 
| thought fit to — 14 The innocent Creature, 

who never ſuſpected his Intentions, was pleaſed with 

his Perſon; and having obſerved his growing Paſſion 

for her, hoped by fo advantageous a Match ſhe miglit 

quickly be in a Capacity of fupporting her impove- 

riſhed Relations. One Day as he called to fee her, 

he found her in Tears over a Letter ſhe had juſt 

| recciv- 
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received from her Friend, which gave an Account 
that her Father had lately been ſtripped of every 
Thing by an Execution. The Lover, who with ſome 

Difficulty found out the Cauſe of her Griet, took 
this Occaſion to make her a Propoſal. It is impoſſible 
to expreſs Amanda's Confuſion, when ſhe found his 
Pret enſions were not honourable. She was now delerted 
of all her Hopes, and had no Power to ſpeak: But 
ruſhing from him in the utmoſt Diſturbance, locked 
herſelf up in her Chamber. He immediately diſp:tched 
a Meſſenger to her Father with the following Letter. 


WE 3 3 


% I have heard of your Misfortunes, and have 
offered your Daughter, if ſhe will live with me, to 
ſettle on her four hundred Pounds 4 Year, and to lay 
down the Sum for which you are now diſtreſſed. 
I will be ſo ingenious as to tell you, that I do not 
intend Marriage: But if you are wife, you will uſe 
your Authority with her not to be too nice, when 
ſhe has an Opportunity of faving you and your 

Family, and of making herſelf happy. 


I am, &c.“ 


This Letter came to the Hands of Amanda's Mother, 
ſhe opened and read it with great Surprize and 
Concern. She did not think it proper to explain 
herſelf to the Meſſenger; but deſiring him to call 
again the next Morning, ſhe wrote to her Daughter 
as follows: 


1 Deareſt Child, 


„ Your Father and I have juſt now received a 
Letter from a Gentleman who pretends Love to you, 
with a Propoſal that infults our Misfortunes, and 
would throw us to a lower Degree of Milery than any 
Thing which is come upon us. How could this bar- 
barous Man think, that the tendereſt of Parents would 
be tempted to ſupply their Wants, by giving up 8 | 

| {l 
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| beſt of Children to Infamy and Ruin? It is a mean 
and cruel artifice, to make this Propoſal at a Time 
when he thinks our Neceſſit ies muſt compel ds to any 
Thing; but we will not eat the Bread of Shame; and 
therefore we charge thee not to think of us, but 
avoid the Snare which is laid for thy Virtue. Beware 
Gf pitying us; it is not fo bad as you have 18 
been told. All Things will yet be well, and I ſhall 
write my Child better News. WR 

«+ have been interrupted; I know not how I was 
moved to {ay Things would mend. As I was going on 
{ was ſtartled by a Noiſe of one that knocked at the 
Door, and_has brought us an unexpected Supply of a 
Debt which hid long been owing. Oh! I will now 
tell thee all. It is loire Days I have lived almoſt 
without Support, having conveyed what little Money 
could raiſe to your poor Father. Thou wilt weep to 
think where he is; yet be aſſured he will be ſoon at 
Liberty. That cruel Letter would have broken his 
Heart ; but I have concealed it from him. I have no 
Companion at preſent beſides little Fanny, who ſtands 
watching my Looks as I write, and is crying for her 
Siſter: She lays ſhe is ſure you are not well, having 
dilcovered that my prefent Trouble is about you. 
But do not think that I would thus repeat my Sorrows 
to grieve thee: No, it 1s to entreat thee not to 
make them inſupportable, by adding what would be 
worſe than all. Let us bear chearfully an AMiction, 
which we have nat brought upon ourſelves; and 
remember there is a Power who can better deliver us 


out of it, than by the Loſs of thy Innocence. —Hei- | 


ven preſerve my dear Child! 


Thy aſfectionate Mother, 8 


The Meſſenger, notwithſtanding he promiſed to 
deliver this Letter to Ananda, carried it firſt to his 
Maſter, whom he imagined would be glad to have an 
Opportunity of giving it into her Hands 2 
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Maſter was impatient to know the Succeſs of his Pro- 
poſal; and therefore broke open the Letter privately 
to ſee the Contents. He was not a little moved at ſo 
true a Picture of Virtue in Diſtreſs: But at the fame 
Time was infinitely furprized to find his Offers re- 
jetted. However, he reſolved not to ſuppreſs the Let- 
ter, but carefully ſealed it up agtin, and carried it to 


Amanda. All his Endeavours to fee her were in vain, 


till ſhe was atfured he brought a Letter from her 
Mother. He would not part with it, but upon Con- 
dition that ſhe would rcad it without leaving the Room:. 
While ſhe was peruſing it, he fixed his Eyes on her 
Face with the deepeſt | pong Her Concern gave a 
new Softneſs to her Beauty ; and when ſhe burſt into 
Tears, he could no longer refrain from bearing a Part 
in her Sorrow, and telling her, that he too had read 
the Letter, and was reſolved to make Reparation for 
having been the Occaſion of it. My Readers will not 


be diſpleaſed to fee the ſecond Epiſtle, which he now 
wrote to Amanda's Mother. 


Mab Au, 
„ am full of Shame, and will never forgive my- 


ſelf, if I have not your Pardon for what I lately wrote. 


It was far from my Intention to add Trouble to tie 
Afflicted; nor could any Thing but my being a 
Stranger to you, have betrayed me into a Fault, for 
which, if I live, | ſhall endeavour to make ycu Amends 
as a Son. You cannot be unhappy, While Amanda is 
your Daughter; nor ſhall be, if any Thing can prevent 
it, which is in the Power of, | 
Map av», 
Your moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, Rn 


This Letter he ſent by his Steward, and ſoon after 
went up to Town hirvelti, to complete the generous 
Act he had now reſolved on. By his Friendſhip and 
Aſſiſtance 4manda's Father was quickly in a —_— 
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of retrieving his perplexed Affairs. To conclude, he 


married Amanda, and enjoyed the double Satisfaction 
of having reſtored a worthy Family to their former 
Proſperity, and of making himſelf happy by an 
Alliance to their Virtues. | 


8 


Preliminary Addreſs prefixed to the Pennſ\lvania Almanack 
for 1758: On Oeconomy and Frugality, 
Spare not, nor ſpend tos much; be this thy Care, 
Spare but to ſpend, and only ſpend to ſpare, 
RANDOLPH. 


Cow teous Reader, 


I Have heard, that nothing gives an Author ſo great 
Pleaſure as to find his Works reſpectfully quoted 
by ſo many learned Authors. This Pleaſure I have ſel- 
dom enjoyed; for though I have been, if I may fay 
it without Vanity, an eminent Author (of Almanacks) 
annually now a whole Quarter of a Century, my Bro- 
ther Authors in the ſame Way, for what Reaſon I 
know not, have ever been very ſparing in their 
Applauſes, and no other Author has taken the leaſt 
Notice of me; ſo that did not my Writings produce 
me ſome ſolid Pudding, the great Deficiency of Praiſe 
would have quite diſcouraged me. 

I concluded at length, that the People were the beſt 
Judges of my Merit, for they buy my Works; and 
beſides, in my Rambles, where I am not perfonall 
known, I have frequently heard one or other of m 
Adages repeated, with, as poor Richard ſays, at the End 
of it: This gave me tome Satisfaction, as it ſhewed 
not only that my Inſtructions were regarded, but diſ- 
covered Likewile ſome Reſpect for my Authority; and 
I own, that to encourage the Practice of remembering 


and repeating thoie wile Sentences, I have ſometimes 


quoted mvſeit with great Gravity. 
Judge then how much ] muſt have been gratified 
by an Accident J am going to relate to you. I ſtopt 


my 


da- iSK 
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Iny Horſe lately where a great Number of People 


were collected at a Vendue of Merchants Goods. 
The Hour of Sale not being come, they were con- 
verſing on the Badneſs of the Times, and one of the 
Company called to a plain ciean old Man, with 
white Locks, Pray, Father Abe , what think 
you of the Times! Will not thele heavy taxes quite 
ruin the Country? How ſhail we be ever able to pay 
them! What would you adviſe us to?” Father Ahra- 
ham ſtood up and replied, If you wouid have my 
Advice, I will give it 5 u in ſhort; for a Word to 
the Wiſe is enough, aud many Words will not fill a 
Buſhel, as poor Richard ſuys.” They joined in defiring 


him to ſpeak his Mind, and gathering round him, 


he proceeded as follows : 

Friends, fays he, and Neighbours, the Taxes 
are indeed very heavy, and if thoſe laid on by 
Government were the only ones we had to pay, we 
might more eaſily dilcharge them; but we have many 
others, and much more grievous to ſome of us. We 
are taxed twice as much by our idlenels, three Times 
as much by our Pride, and four Tiraes as much by 
Our Folly; and from theſe Taxes the Commiſſioners 
cannot eaſe or deliver us by allowing any Abatement. 
However, let us hearken to good Advice, and fome- 
thing may be done for us. God helps them that 
help theniſelves,“ as poor Richard Jays, in his Alwanack 
ior 1733. 

„It would be thought a hard Government that 
ſhould tax its People one-tenth Part of their Time, 


to be employed in its Service: But Idleneſs taxes 


many of us much more, if we reckun all that is 
ſpent in abſolute Sloth, or in doing of nothing, with 
that which is ſpent in idle Employments or Amute- 
ments, that amount to nothing. Sloth, by bringing 
on Diſeaſes, abſolutely ſhortens Lite, ** Sloth, like 
Ruſt, conſumes faſter than Labour wears, while the 
uſed Key is always brigi.t,” as por Richard /ays. But 
doſt thou love Life, then do not ſquander Time, oy 

| ens 
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this is the Stuff Life is made of, as pair Rickard ſays. 
How much more thun is 8 o we ſpend in 
S ! | jorgetting that. the fle 


1 


eping Fox catches 


no: Poultry, and that there will be fleeping enough 
if 


in the Grave,” as poor Richard fass. If Time be 


of, all Things the moſt, precious, waſting Time muſt 


be, as poor Richard ſays, the greateſt Prodigality: 
{mce, as he elſewhere tells us, Loſt Time is never 
found again; and what we call Time enough, always 
proves little enough:“ Let us then up and be doing, 
and doing to the Purpoſe; fo by Diligence fhall we 
do mare with lefs Perplexity. Sloth makes all Things 
difficult, but Induſtry eaſy, as poor Richard ſays; and 
he that riſeth late, muſt trot all. Day, and ſhall fearre 
overtake his Buſmeſs at Night. While Lazineſs 
travels ſo flowly, that Poverty foon overtakes him,“ 
as we read in poor Richard; who adds, drive th 
Buſmeſs, let not that drive thee; and _ to b 
— early to riſe, makes a Man healthy, wealthy, and 
wile,” m 

So that what ſgnifies wiſhing and hoping for better 
Times? We may make theſe Times better if we 


heſtir ourfeves. ** Induſtry needs not wiſh, as poor 


Richard ſayt; and he that lives upon Hope, will die 
faſt ing. There are no Gains without Pains ;” then 
help Hands, for I have no Lands,” or if 1 have, they 
are ſmartly taxed. And, as poor Richard likewiſe obſerves, 
«© He that hath a Trade hath an Eſtate ; and he that 
hath a Calling, hath an Office of Profit and Honour ; 
but then the Trade muſt be worked at, and the 
Calling well followed, or neither the Eftate, nor the 
Office will enable us to pay our Taxes.—-If we 
are induſtrious, we ſhall never ſtarve; for, as poor 
Richard fays, ** At the working Man's Hovfe, Hunger 


looks in, but dares not enter.” Nor will the Bailiff 
or the Conſtable enter; for *© Induſtry pays Debts, 


wile Deſpair encreafeth them,” fays poor Richard :— 
What though you hive fornd no Treaſure, nor has 
any rich Relation leit you a Legacy, Diligence is 

| the 
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the Mother of Good Luck, as poor Richard ſays, and 
God giveth all Things to Induſtry. * Then plough 
deep while Sluggards fleep, and you ſhall have Corn 
to fell and to keep,” /ays poor Dick. Work while it is 
called To-day, for you know not how much you may 
be hindered To-morrow, which makes poor Richard 
jay, One To-day is worth two To-morrows;” 
and farther, ** Have you ſomewhat to do To-morrow, 
do it To-day.“ If you were a Servant, would you 
not be aſhamed a good Maſter ſhould catch you idle! 
Are you then your own Maſter, ** and not aſhamed 
to catch yourſelf idle,” as poor Dick fays. When 
there is ſo much to be done for yourſelf, your Family, 
your Country, and your gracious King, be up by 
Peep of Day: Let not the Sun look down and 
fay, inglorious here he lies.” Handle your Tools 
without Mittens ; ** Remember that the Cat in Gloves 
catches no Mice,” as poor Dick ſays. "Tis true there 
is much to be done, and perhaps you are weak - 
handed, but itick to it ſteadily, and you will fee great 

Ettects, for “ Conſtant Dropping wears away Stones, 
and by Diligence and Patience the Mouſe eat inte 
the Cable; and little Strokes fell great Oaks,” as poor 
Richard ſays in his Alnanack, the Year I cannot juit 
now remember. 

Methinks I hear ſome of you fay, ** Muſt a Man 
afford himſelf no Leifure! I will tell thee, my 
Friend, what poor Richard ſays, ©* Employ thy Time 
well, if thou meaneſt to gain Leiſure; and fince thou 
art not ſure of a Minute, throw not away an Hour ;” 
Leiſure is Time doing ſomething uſeful ; this Leiſure 
the diligent Man will obtain, but the lazy Man never; 
ſo that, as peer Rickard ſays, © A Life of Leiſure 
and a Life of Lazineſs are two Things.” Do you 
imagine that Sloth will afford you more Comfort than 
Labour? No, for, as poor Richard ſays, Trouble 
{Orings from Idleneſs, and grievous Toil from need- 
lels Eafe. Many, without Labour, would live by 
their Wits only, but they break for Want of Stock.“ 
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Whereas py gives Comfort, and Plenty, and 
Reſpect: ©* Fly Pleaſures, and they will follow you. 
The diligent Spinner has a large Shift; and now I 
have a Sheep and a Cow, every Body bids me Good- 
morrow ; all which is well ſaid by poor Richard. 
But with our Induſtry we muſt likewiſe be ſteady, 
ſettled, and careful, and overſee our own Affairs with 
our own Eyes, and not truſt too much to others; 
tor, as poor Richard fays, 


Nor yet an oft removed Family, | 
 *6 That throve ſo well as thoſe that ſettled be. 


And again, Three Removes are as bad as a Fire ;” 

and again, Keep thy Shop, and thy ſhop will keep 
thee ;” and again, if youu would have your Buſineſs 

done, go; it not, ſend ;” and again, m_ 


He that by the Flow would thrive, 
. * Himſelf muſt either hold or drive.” 


And again, ** The Eye of a Maſter will do more 
Work than both his Hands ;” and again, Want of 
Care does us more Damage than Want of Know- 
ledge ;” and again, ** Not to overſee Workmen is to 
leave them your Purſe open.” Truſting too much 
to others Care is the Ruin of many ; for, as the 
Almanack ſays, ** In the Affairs of this World, Men 
are ſaved, not by Faith, but by the Want of it; 
but a Man's own Care is profitable; for, faith poor 
Diek, Learning is to the Studious, and Riches to 
the Careful, as well as Power ta the Bold, and Heaven 
to the Virtuous.” And further, If you would 
have a faithful Servant, and one that you like, ſerve 
yourſelf.” And again, he adviſeth to Circumfpe&ion 
and Care, even in the fmalleſt Matters, becauſe ſome- 
times, A little Neglect may breed great Miſchiet ; 
adding; for Want of a Nail the Shoe was loſt; for 
Want of a Shoe the Horſe was loſt; and for Want 
of a Horfe the Rider was loſt,” being evertaken 200 
38 ain 
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ſlain by the Enemy; all for Want of Care about a 
Horſe-ſhoe Nail. 
So much for Induſtry, my Friends, and Attention 
to one's own Buſineſs; but to theſe we muſt add 
PFrugality, if we would make our Induſtry more cer- 
tainly ſucceſsful. A Man may if he knows not how 
to fave as he gets, keep his Noſe all his Life at the 
Grindſtone, and die not worth a Groat at the laſt. 
A fat Kitchen makes a lein Will,“ as poor Richard 
ſays ; and Ee 
«© Many Eſtates are ſhent in ie Getting, 
«© Since Women for Tea forſook Spinning and Knitting, 
And Men for Punch forſoot Hewing and Splitting. þ 
«© If you would be wealthy, fays he, in another 5 
Almanack, think of ſaving as well as getting: The | 
Indies have not made Shain rich, becaule her Outgoes q 
are greater than her Incomes.” Away then with your j 
expenſive Follies, and you will not have ſo much | 
Cauſe to complain of hard Times, heavy Taxes, and 4 
chargeable Families; for, as poor Dicł ſays, i 
| ** Women and Wine, Game and Deceit, 
| Mate the Wealth ſmall, and the Wants great. 


And farther, ** what maintans one Vice, would 

| bring up two Children.” You may think, perhaps, 

that a little Tea, or a little Punch now and then, 

Diet a little more coſtly, Cloaths a little finer, and 

1 2 little Entertainment now and then, can be no great 

Matter; but remember what poor Richard ſayt, Many 

| a Little makes a Mickle,” and farther, ** Beware of 

little Expences; a ſmall Leak will fink a great Ship; 

and again, Who Dainties love, ſhall Beggars 

prove; and moveover, Fools make Feaſts, and 
wiſe Men eat them.” | 

Here you are all got together at this Vendue of 

Fineries and Nicknacks. You call them Goods, but 

if you do not take Care, they will prove Evils to 

fome of you. You expect they will be fold cheap, 

and perhaps they may for leſs than they coſt; but if 

i H 2 you 
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you have ne-Occafion for them, they muſt be dear to 
f you. Remember what poor Richard Jays, ** Buy what 
; thou haſt no need of, and ere long thou ſhalt ſell 
f thy Neceſſaries. And again, At a great Penny- 
worth pauſe a while: He means, that perhaps the 
Cheapneſs is apparently only, and not real; or the 
Bargain, by ſtraitning thee in thy Buſineſs, may do 
thee more Harm than Good. For in another Place 
he ſays, Many have been ruined by buying good 
Pennyworths.“ Again, poor Richard ſays, ** "Tis 
ioolith to lay ont Money in a Purchaſe of Repen- | 
tance ;” and yet this folly is practiſed * Day at 
Vendues, for Want of minding the Almanack. N 
++ Wile Men, as poor Dick ſays, learn by others Harms, 
Fools ſcarcely by their on; but felix quem faciunt 
aliena pericula cautum,” Many a one, for the lake of 
Finery on the Back, have gone with a hungry Belly, 
and halt-ſtarved their Families; Silks and Satins, 
Scarlets and Veivets, as peer Richard /ays, put out the 
Kitchen Fire.” Theſe are not the Neceſſaries of Life ;” 
they can ſcarcely be called the Conveniences, and yet 
only becauſe they lock pretty, how many want to 
have them? The artificial Wants of Mankind thus 
. Lecome more numerous than the natural; and, as 
| foor Dick fays, For one poor Perſon, there are 
| an Hundred indigent.” By theſe, and other Extra- 
vegmcies, the Genteel are reduced to Poverty, and 
forced to borrow cor — may 
I 'defpifed, but who n y a rugalit 
| 3 maintained their ſtanding: In which Cale 4 
i appears plainly, that “ A Ploughman on his Legs is 
„ higber than a Gentleman on his Knees,” as poer 
Þþ Richard ſays. Perhaps they have a ſmall Eſtate left 
; them, which they knew not the Getting of; they 
think, lt is Day and will never be Night; that a 
little to be ſpent out of ſo much is not worth mind- |: 
ing: A Child and a Fool, as poor Richard ſays, 5 | 
1 imagine twenty Shillings and twenty Years can never 1 
1 be ſpent; but, always taking out of the Meal hoe) 
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and never putting in, ſoon comes to the Bottom; 
then, as poor Dick ſays, ** When the Well is dry, 
they know the Worth of Water.” Bat this they 
might have known before, if they had taken his 
Advice: If you would know the Value of Money, 


go and try to borrow ſome; for he that goes a-bor- 


rowing, goes a-ſorrowing; and indeed fo does he that 
lends to fuch People, when he goes to get it again. 
Poor Dick farther adviſes, and fays, 

* Fond Pride in Dreſs is ſure a very Curſe; 

* "Er Fancy you conſult, —conſult your Purſe.” 


And again, Pride is as loud a Beggar as Want, 


and a great deal more faucy.” When you have bought 
one fine Thing, you wil buy ten more, that your 
A_— may be all of a Piece; but poor Dick ſays, 
«« It is eaſier to ſuppreſs the firſt Deſire, than to 
fatisfy all that follow it. And that it is as truly Folly 
for the Poor to ape the Rich, as the Frog to ſwell, 
m order to equal the Ox. 

{© Great Eſtates may venture more, 

** But little Boats ſhould keep near Shore. 

© It is howerer a Folly ſoon puniſhed; for Pride 

that dines on Vanity, fups on Contempt,” as pooy 
Richard ſays. And in another Place, Pride break- 


faſted with Plenty, dined with Poverty, and ſupped 


with Infamy.” And after all, for what Uſe is the 
Pride of Appearance, for which ſo much is riſked, 


ſo much is tuffered? It cannot promote Health, or 


eaſe Pain; it makes no Increaſe of Merit in the 
Perton, it creates Envy, it haſtens Misfortune. 


* What is the Butter fly? At beſt 
is He's but a Caterpillar dreſt, 
*% The gaudy Fop's his Pidure jf. 


But what Madneſs muſt it be to run in Debt for 
theſe Superfluities! We are oftered, by the Terms of 
this Vendue, ſix Months Credit; and that perh:ps 
tas induced ſome of us to attend it, becauſe we 
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cannot ſpare the ready Money, and hope now to be 
fine without it. Bd. ah, think what you do when 
you run m Debt; you give to another Power over 
your Liberty. If you cannot pay at the Time, you 
will be aſhamed to lee your Creditor; you will be in 
Fear when you ſpeak to him; you will make poor, 
„ ſneaking Excuſes, and by Degrees come to 
oſe your Veracity, and fink into baſe downright 
Lying; for, as poor Richard ſays, ** The ſecond Vice 
is Lying, the firſt is running into Debt.“ And again, 
to the ſame Purpoſe, ©* Lying rides upon Debt's Back.” 
Whereas a freeborn Enlig/iman ought not to be 
aſhamed or afraid to ſee or ſpeak to any Man living. 
But Poverty often deprives a Man of all Spirit and 
Virtue; * It is hard for an empty Bag to ſtand 
upright,” as poor Richard truly ſays. t would you 
think of that Prince, or that Government, who would 
iſſue an Edict forbidding you to dreſs like a Gentle- 
man, or Gentlewoman, on Pain of Impriſonment, 
or Servitude? Would you not fay, that you are free, 

have a Right to dreſs as you pleaſe, and that ſuch an 
Edict would be a Breach of your Privileges, and ſuch 
a Government tyrannical? And yet you are about to 
_ yourſelves under that Tyranny when you run in 
„ fuch Dreſs! Your 2 has —— at 
his Pleaſure to deprive you Liberty, by con- 
lining you in a Gaol for Life, 5 telling — for a 
—— * — ſhould 1— be able to pay him. 
; en you e | | | may, | 4 
think Hel of Payment ; but ** Creditors, as ror 
Dick tells us, have better Memories than Debtors ;"” 
and in another Place fays, ** Creditors are a Super- 

{titious Sect, great Obſervers of ſet Days and Times.” 
The Day comes round before you are aware, and the 
Demand is made before you are prepared to * it. 
Or if you bear your Debt in Mind, the Term which 
at firſt leemed fo long, will, as it leſſens, appear 
extremely ſhort. Time will ſeem to have added 
Wings to his Heels as well as his ſhoulders. ** Thoſe 
, N have 
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have a ſhort Lent, ſaith poor Richard, who owe Money 
to be paid at Eaſter.” Then ſince, as he ſays, ** The 
Borrower is a Slave to the Lender, and the Debtor 
to the Creditor,” diſdain the Chain; prefexve your 
Freedom, and maintain your Independericy: Be 
induſtrious and free; be frugal and free. At preſent, 
perhaps, you may think yourſelf in thriving Circum- 
ſtances, and that you can bear a little Extravagance 
without Injury ; but, 


For Age and Want ſave while you may 
+ No Morning Sun lafis @ whole Day.“ 


As poor Richard ſays—Gain may be temporary and 
uncertain, but ever | while you live, Expence is conſtant 
and certain; and ** 'tis eafier to build two Chimneys, 
than to keep one in Fuel, a8 foor Richard ſays, 80 
rather go to Bed ſupperleſs than rife in Debt.” 


Get what you can, and what's got fairly. hold; 
% *Tis the Stone that will turn all your Lead into Gold ; 5 


As poor Richard ſays. And when you have got the 
Philoſopher's Stone, fure you will no longer complain 
of bad Times, or the Dithculty of piying Taxes. 
This Doctrine, my Friends, is ealon and Wiſ⸗ 
dom; but after all, do not depend too much upon 
your own Induſtry, and Frugality, and Prudence, 
— excellent "Things, for they may a!l be blaſted 
Without the Bleſſing of Heaven; and therefore atk 
that Bleſſing humbly, and be not uncharitable to thoſe 
that at preſent ſeem to want it, but comfort and help 
— Remember Job fuflered, and was afterwards 
r 
* And now to conclude, Experience keeps 2 dear 
School, but Fools will learn in no other, and fcarcely 
in that; for it is true, we may give Advice, but we 
cannot give Conduct,“ as poor Richard ſays: However, 
remember this, They that will not be counſelled, 
cannot be helped,” as poor Richard ſays: And farther, 
“ That it you will not hear Reaſon, ſhe will furely 
| rap your knuckles.” 
\ | Thus 
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Thus the old Gentleman ended his Harangue. 
Tae People heard it, and approved the Doctrine; 
but immediately practiſed the contrary, juſt as if it had 
been a common Sermon, for the Vendue opened, 
and they began to buy extravagantly, notwithſtand- 
ing all his Caut ions, and their own Fear of Taxes.— 
| tound the good Man had thoroughly ſtudied my 
Almanacks, and digeſted all I had dropt on theſe 
Topics during the Courle of five-and-twenty Years. 
The frequent Mention he made of me muſt have tired 
any one elſe, but my Vanity was wonderfully 
delighted with it, though I was confcious that not a 
tenth Part of the Wiſdom was my own which he 
aſcribed to me, but rather the Gleanings I had made 
of the Senſe of all Ages and Nations. However, I 
relolved to be the better for the Echo of it; and tho' 
had at firſt determined to buy Stuff for a new Coat, 
I went away reſolving to wear my old one a little 

longer. Reader, it thou wilt do the ſame, thy Profit 
will be as great as mine. Oy 
I am, as ever, 
T hine to ſerve thee, 


July 7, 1577. RICHARD SANDERS. 


SCI AMNLIWESE. 


'Tis Beauty points, but Neatuejs guides the Dart. 
| Por E. 


I AD Occalion to go a few Miles out of Town, 
ſome Days fince, in a Stage Coach, where I had 
for my Fellow Traveller, a dirty Beau, and a pretty 
young Quaker Woman. Having no Inclination to 
talk much at that Time, I placed myſelf backward, 
with a Defign to ſurvey them, and to pick a Specu- 
lation out of my two Companions. Their differerit 
Figures were ſufficient of themſelves to draw my 
Attention. The Gentleman was dreſſed in a Suit, the 
Ground whereof had been black, as I perceived on 

me 
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ſame few Spaces that had eſcaped the Powder, which 
was incorporated with the greateſt Part of his Coat: 
His Periwig, which coſt uo {mall Sum, was after fo 
flovenly a Manner caſt over his Shoulders, that it 
{eemed not to have been combed ſince the Year 1712; 
his Linen, which was not much concealed, was 
daubed with plain Spaniſh, from the Chin to the loweit 
Button; and the Diamond upon his Finger (which 
naturally dreaded the Water) put me in Mind how it 
iparkled amidſt the Rubbiſh of the Mine, where it 
was firſt diſcovered. On the other Hand, the pretty 
Quaker appeared in all the elegance of Cleanlinets. 
Not a Speck was to be found upon her. A clear, clean 
oval Face, juſt edged about with little thin Plaits of 
the pureſt Cambric, received great Advantages from 
ene Shade of her black Hood; as did the Writeneſs 
of her Arms from that ſober-coloured Stuff, in which 
ſhe had cloathed herſelf. The Plainne's of her Drefs 
was very well ſuited to the ſimplicity of her Phraſes: 
all which put together, though they could not give 
me a great Opinion of her Religion, they did of her 
Innocence. 

This Adventure occaſioned my throwing together 
2 few Hints upon Cleanlineſs, which I ſhall conſider as 
one of the Half virtues, as Ariſtotle calls them, and 
ſhall recommend it under the three following Heads, 
As it is a Mark of Politeneſs; as it produces Love; 
and, as it bears Analogy to Purity of Mind. | 

Fir/t, It is a Mark ot Politeneſs. It is univerſally 
agreed upon, that no one unadorned with this Virtue, 
can go into Company without giving a manifeſt Offence. 
The eaſier, or higher any one's Fortune is, this Dut 
riſes proportionably. The different Nations of the 
World are as much diſtinguiſhed by their Cleanlineſs, 
as by their Arts and Sciences. The more any Coun- 
try is civilized, the more they contult this Part of 
Politeneſs. We need but compare our Ideas of a 
Vermale Hottentot and an Engiiſh Beauty, to be ſatisfied 
of the Truth of waat has been advanced, 
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In the next Place, Cleanlineſs may be ſaid to be 
the Folter-mother of Love. Beauty indeed moft 
commonly produces that Paſſion in the Mind, but 
Cleanlineſs preſerves it. An indifferent Face and 
Perſon, kept in perpetual Neatneſs, hath won many 


a Heart from a pretty Slattern. Age itſelf is not 


unamiable, while it is preſerved clean and unfullied : 
Like a Piece of Metal conſtantly kept ſmooth and 
bright, we look on it with more Pleaſure than on a 
new Veſſel that is cankered with Ruſt. 


I might obſerve farther, that as Cleanlineſs renders 


us agreeable to others; ſo it makes us eaſy to our- 
ſelves; that it is an excellent Preſervative of Health; 
and that ſeveral Vices deſtructive both to Mind and 
Body, are inconſiſtent with the Habit of it. But theſe 
Reflections I ſhall leave to the Leiſure of my Readers, 
and ſhall obſerve in the third Place, that it bears a 
great Analogy with Purity of Mind, and naturally 
infpires refined Sentiment and Paſſions. 

We ſind from Experience, that through the Pre- 
valence of Cuſtom, the moſt vicious Actions lofe 
their Horror, by being made familiar to us. On the 
contrary, thoſe who live in the Neighbourhood of 
good Examples, fly from the firſt Appearance of what 
is ſhocking. It fares with us much after the fame 
Manner, as to our Ideas. Our Senſes, which are the 
Inlets of all the Images conveyed to the Mind, can 
only tranſmit the Impreſſions of ſuch Things as uſually 
ſurround them. So that pure and unſullied Thoughts 
are naturally ſuggeſted to the Mind, by thoſe Objects 
that perpetually encompaſs us, when they are beau- 
tiful and elegant in their Kind. 

In the Eaſt, where the Warmth of the Climate 
makes Cleanlineſs more immediately neceffary than 
in colder Countries, it is made one Part of their 
Religion: The Jet Law, (and the Mahometan, 
which in ſome Things copies after it) is filled with 
Bathings, Purifications, and other Rites of the like 
Nature, Though there is the above-named convenient 

Reaſon 
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Reaſon to be aſſigned for their Ceremonies, the chief 
Intention undoubtedly was to typify inward Purity and 
Cleanlineſs of Heart, by thoſe outward Waſhings. 
We read ſeveral Injunctions of this Kind in the Book 
of Deuteronomy, which confirms this Truth; and 
which are but ill accounted for by ſaying, as ſome do, 

that they were only inſtituted tor Convenience, in 
the Deſart, which otherwiſe could not have been 
habitual for many Years. 

I ſhall conclude this Eſſay, with a Story which I 
have ſomewhere read in an Account of AMakomelan 
Superſtitions. | 

A Derviſe of great Sanctity, one Morning had the 
Misfortune, as he took up a Chryſtal ay which was 
conſecrated to the Prophet, to let it fall upon the 
Ground, and daſh it to Pieces. His Son coming in, 
ſome Time after, he ſtretched out his Hands to bleſs 
him, as his Manner was every Morning; but the 
Youth going out, ſtumbled over the Threſhold, and 
broke his Arm. As the old Man wondered at theſe 
Events, a Caravan paſſed by in its Way from Mecca. 
The Derviſe approached it to beg a Bleſſing; but as 
he ſtroked one of the holy Camels, he received a 

Kick from the Beaſt, that ſorely bruiſed him. His 
Sorrow and Amazement increaſed upon him, till he 
recollected, that through Hurry and Inadvertency, 


he had that Morning come abroad without waſhing 
his Hands. 
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Ca CHUSING COMPANY, 


Tf, with a Foo! or Knave, I Carus ſee. 
A Knave ar Fool, Carus, Fl ſentence thee. SANDYS, 


Ho be conrteous to all, but familiar to few, is 
a Maxim which I once deſpiſed, as originally 


proceeding. from a mean and contracted Mind, the 


trigid Caution of Weakneſs and Timidity. A tame 
and indiſcriminate Civility I imputed to a dread of 
the Contempt or the Petulency of others, to Fears 
trom which the Wit and the Gentleman are exempted 
by a Conſciouſneſs of their own Dignity, by their 
Power to depreſs Inſolence, and ſilence Ridicule ; and 


2 general Shyneſs and Reſerve, I confidered as the 


Reproach of our Country, as the Effect of an illiberal 
Education, by which neither a polite Addreſs, an 
eaſy Confidence, nor a general Acquaintance with 
public Life are to be acquired. This Opinion, which 
continued to flatter the Levity and Pride that pro- 
duced it, was ſtrengthened by the Example of thofe 
whoſe Manner in the Diffidence of Youth Þ wiſhed to 
imitate, who entered a mixed Company with an air 
of ſerene Familiarity, accoſted every Man like an old 


Acquaintance, and thought only of making Sport of 


the reſt of any with whom their Caprice ſhould 
happen to be offended, without Regard to their Age, 
Character, or Condition. 

But now I wiſh that I had regulated my Conduct 
by the Maxims which I deſpiſed, for 1 ſhuuld then 
haveeſcaped a Misfortune which I ſhall never retrieve; 
and the Senſe of which I am now endeavouring to 
fuſpend, by relating it to you as a Lefſun to others, 


and conſidering my Lols of Happineſs as an acquilitioi 


of Wiſdom. 
While I was in France with a travelling Tutor, 
I received a Letter wich acquainted me that my 
Father, who had been long declining, was dead; and 
that it was neceiſary I ſhould immediately return to 
| Eng/aru, } 
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England, to take Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate, which was 


not inconfiderable, thorigh there were Mortgages 
upon it to near Half its Value. 

When 1 arrived, I found a Letter which the old 
Gentleman had written and directed to me with his 
own Hand. It contained ſome general Rules for my 
Conduct, and ſome Arimadverſions upon his own : 


He took Notice of the Incumbrance under which he 


left me the paternal Inheritance, which had deſcended 
through many Generations; and expreſſed the moi: 
earneſt Deſire that it might yet be tranſmitted entire 
to Poſterity: With this View, he faid, he had nego- 
elated x Marriage between me and the only Daughter 
of his old Friend, Sir George Homeſtead, of the North, 
an amiable young Lady, whofe Alliance would be an 
Honour to my Family, and whoſe Fortune would 
much more than redeem my Eſtate. 

He had given the Knight a faithful Account of his 
Affairs, who, after having taken ſome Time to con- 


fider the Propofals, and conſult his Friends, had 


conſented to the Match, upon Condition that his 
Daughter and I ſhould be agreeable to each other, aud 
that my Behaviour ſhould confirm the Choracter that 
had been given of me. My Father added, thit he 
hoped to have lived till this Alliance had taken Place: 
but as Providence had otherwiſe determined, ko er- 
treated as his laft requeſt, that as ſoon as my Aﬀitir: 
ſhould be lettled, and Pecency would permit. Would 
make Sir George a Vifit, and neglect nothing to ac 
compliſti this Purpole. 

T was-touched with the Zeal and Tendern:'s of pe- 
ternal Affection, which was then directing me 10 
Happineſs, after the Heart that felt it had ccifed to 
beat, and the Hand that expreiled it was nion}uctiry.:: 
the Duſt. I had alſo ſeen the Lady, not indeed Ence wo 
were Children; but l remembered that her Peron wan 
acreeable,/and her Temper ſweet: Idid not, teres 1c, 
helitate a Moment, whether my Father zin tion. 
ſhould be obeyed. I proceeded toſ tile An; 
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took an Account of Debts and Credits, viſited the 


Tenants, recovered my uſual Gaiety, and at the End 


of about nine Months, ſet out for Sir George's Seat in 
the North; having before opened an epiitolary Cor- 
reſpondence, and expreſſed my Impatience to Poſſeſs 
the Happineſs which my Father had ſo kindly 
ſecured. 

I was better pleaſed tobe well mounted, than to loll 
in a Chariot, or be jumbled in a Poſt-chaiſe; and I 


knew that Sir George was an old Sportſman, a plain 


hearty Blade, who would like me better in a Pair of 
Buckikin Breeches on the Back of a good Hunter, than 
in a trimmed Suit, and gaudy Equipage ; I therefore 
{et out on Horieback, with only one Servant, and 
reached Stilton the firſt Night. 

In the Morning, as I was mounting, a Gentleman, 
who had juſt got on Horſeback before me, ordered his 
Servant to make ſome Enquiry about the Road, which 
I happened to overhear, and told him with great Fami- 
liarity, that Lwas going the fame Way, and if he 


| pleaſed we wauld travel together: To this he conſent- 


ed, with as much Frankneſs, and as little Ceremony; 
aud I ſet forward, greatly delighted that Chance had 
afforded me a Companion. 

We immediately entered into Converſation, and I 
ſoon found that he had been abroad: We extolled the 
Roads and the Polity of France, the Cities, the Pa- 
Jaces, and the Villas, entered into a critical Examina- 
tion of the molt celebrated Seats in England, the Pe- 
culiarities of the Buildings and Situations, Croſsways, 


Market Towns, the Impoſit ion of Innkeepers, and the 


Sports of the Field: Topics by which we mutually 
recommended ourſelves to each other, as we had 
both Opportunities to diſcover equal Knowledge, and 
to diſplay Truth with ſuch Evidence as prevented 
Diverlity of Opinion. 

After we had rode about two Hours, we overtook 
another Gentleman, whom we accoſted with the ſame 
Familiarity that we bad uſed to each other; we alked 
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him how far he was going, and which Way, at what 
Rate he travelled, where he put up, and many other 
Queſtions of the fame Kind. The Gentleman, who 
appeared to be near Fifty, received our Addreſs with 
great Coldneſs, returned ſhort and indirect Anſwers to 
our Enquiries, and often looking with great Attention 
on us both, ſometimes put forward that he might get 
before us, and ſometimes checked his Horſe that he 
might remain behind. But we were reſolved to diſap- 
— him; and finding that his Reſerve increaſed, and 
he was viſibly diſpleaſed, we winked at each other, and 
determined the Old Put ſhould afford us ſome Sport. 
After we had rode together upon very ill Terms more 
than Half an Hour, my Companion, with an Air of 
ceremonious Gravity, aſked him if he knew of any 
Houſe upon the Road where he might be accommo- 
dated with a Wench. The Gentleman, who was, I 
believe, afraid of giving us a Pretence to quarrel, did 
not reſent this Inſult any otherwiſe than by making no 
Reply. I then began to talk to my Companion as if 
we had been old Acquaintances, reminding him that 
the Gentleman extremely reſembled a Perſon from 
whom we had taken a Girl that he was carrying to the 
— and indeed, that his preſent Reſerve made me 
ſuſpect him to be the fame; but that as we were wil- 
ling to alk his Pardon, we hoped it would be forgotten, 
— that we ſhould {till have the Pleaſure of dining to- 
2 at the next Inn. The Gentleman was ſtil] filent ; 
ut as his Perplexity and Reſentment viſibly increaſed, 
he proportionably increaſed our Entertainment, which 
did not, however, laſt long, for he ſuddenly turned 
down a Lane; upon which we ſet up a Horſe - laugh, 
that continued till he was out of Hearing, and then 
purſuing our Journey, we talked of the Adventure, 
which attorded us Converſation and Merriment lor the 
Reſt of the Day. 
The next Morning we parted, and in the Evening 
I arrived at Homeſtead-Hall, The old knight received 
me with great Aftection, and immediately introduced 
| 12 nie 
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me to his Daughter, whom I now thought the fineft 
Woman I had ever ſeen. I could eafily difcover that 
I was not welcome to her, merely upon her Father's 


Recommendation, and I enjoyed by Anticipation the 


Felicity which I conſidered as within my Graſp. But 
the pleaſing Scene, in which I had ſuffered my Ima- 
gination to wander, ſuddenly diſappeared as by the 
Power of Enchantment : Without any vifible Motive, 
the Behaviour of the whole Family was changed ; my 
Aſſiduities to the Lady were repreſſed ; ſhe was never 
to be found alone; the Knight treated me with a cold 


_ Civility: I was no longer a Party in their Viſits, nor 


was willingly attended even by the Servants. I made 
many Attempts to diſcover the Cauſe of this Misfor- 
tune, but without Succeſs; and one Morning, when 
I had drawn Sir George into the Garden by himſelf, 
and was about to urge him upon the Subjeck, he 
prevented me by ſaying, that his Promiſe to my 


Father, for whom he had the higheſt Regard, as I 


well knew, was conditional; that he had always 
relolved to leave his Daughter a free Choice; and 
that ſhe had requeſted him to acquaint me, that her 
Aﬀections were otherwiſe engaged, and to entreat 
hat I would therefore diſcontinue my Addrefles. 
My Surprize and Concern at this Declaration were 
{uch, as left me no Power to reply: And I ſaw Sir 
George turn from me, and go into the Houſe, without 
making any Attempt to ſtop him, or to obtain a 
further Explanation. Afterwards indeed, I frequently 
expoſtulated, entreated, and complained ; but, per- 
ceiving that all was ineffectual, I took my Leave, and 
determined that I would ſtill ſolicit by Letter; for 
the Lady had taken ſuch Poſſeſſion of my Heart, that 
would joyfully have married her, though I had been 
fure that her Father would immediately have left all 
his Fortune to a Stranger. 

[I meditated on my epiſtolary Project all the Way to 
London ; and before I had been three Days in Town, 
wrote a long Letter to Sir George, in which er 
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ured him, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, to account for the 
yup in his Behaviour; and inſiſted, that, on this 
Occaſion, to conceal the Truth was in the higheſt 
Degree diſhonourable to himſelf, and injurious to me. 

To this Letter, after about ten Days, I received the 
following Anſwer. 


Sin, 


6 It is with great Reluctance that I reveal the Mo- 
tives of my Conduct, becauſe they are much to your 
Diſadvantage. The incloſed is a Letter which | re- 
ceived from a worthy Gentleman in the Country, and 
contains a full Anſwer to your Enquiries, which I had 
rather you ſhould receive in any Hand than in mine, 
Ia, | 

Your humble Servant, | 
Gro. HowrsTrap.” 


I immediately opened the Paper incloſed, in which, 
with the utmoſt Impatience, I read as follows: 


S 1 R, 


„ faw a Perſon with your Family Yeſterday at the 
Races, to whom I was ſoon after informed you in- 
tended to give your Daughter. Upon this Occation, 
it is my indiſpenſible Duty to acquaint you, that if 
tis Character is to be determined by his Company, he 
will inevitably entail Diſeaſes and Beggary upon his 
Foſterity, whatever be the Merit oi his Wife, or the 
Alfluence of his Fortune. He overtook me on the 
Road from London, a few Weeks ago, in Company 
with a Wretch, who by their Diſcourſe appeared to be 
his old and familiar Acquaintance, and whom I well 
remember to have ſeen brought before my Friend 
Juſtice Worthy, when 1 was accidentally at his Blovie, 


as the Keeper of a Brothel in Coveni-Garden, He has 


| lince won @ conſiderable Sum with felfe Dice at the 
13 NMalqueroic, 
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mould be miſtaken. I am, Sir, 
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Maſquerade, for which he was obliged to leave the 
Kingdom, and is ſtill liable to a Profecution. Be 
aſſured that I have a perfect Knowledge of both; for 
fome Incidents, not neceſſary to mention, kept me 
near them ſo long on the Road, that it is impoſſible 1 


Yours, &c, 
Jaus Tavenan,” 


The Moment I had read this Letter, the Riddle was 
:olved. I knew Mr. Trueman to be the Gentleman, 
whom I had concurred with a Stranger, picked up by 
Accident, to infult without Provocation on the Road. 
I was in a Moment covered with Confuſion; and 
though I was alone, could not help covering my Face 
with my Hands. I abhorred my Folly, which appeared 
yet more enormous every Time it was reviewed. 

I courted the Society of a Stranger, and a Stranger 
I perfecuted with Inſult : Thus I affociated with in- 
famy, and thus my Aſſociate became known. I hoped, 
however, to convince Sir George, that I had no Know- 


ledze of the Wretch whoſe Infamy I had ſhared, ex- | 
cept that which I had acquired from the Letter of his 


Friend. But before I had taken proper Meaſures for 
my ſuſtification, I had the Mortification to hear that 
the Lady was married to a neighbouring Gentleman, 
wizo had long made his Addrelles, and whom Sir 
George had before rejected in the Ardour of his Friend- 
ip for my Father. | 

How narrow, Sir, is the Path of Rectitude, and 
now much may be loſt by the {lighteſt Deviation! 


J am, your humble Servant, 


Arvtivus., 
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On the Juſtice of PROVIDENCE An the Diſtribution of 
RICHES. 


To whom can Riches 2 Reputie or Truſt, 
Content or Pleaſure, but the Good and Juſt. Pop. 


CO HREMYLUS, who was an old and a good Man, 


and withal exceedingly poor, being defirous to 
leave ſome Ricnes to his Son, conſults the Oracle of 


Apollo upon the Subject. The Oracle bid him fol- 


low the firſt Man he ſhould ee upon his going out of 
the Temple. The Perion he chanced to ſee was to 
Appearance an old, fordid, blind Man ; but upon his 
following him from Place to Place, he at luſt found, 
by his own Confeſiion, that he was Pius, the God 


ok Riches, and that ne was juſt come out of the Houle 


of a Miler. Nutis further told him, that when he was 
a Boy he uſed to declare, that as ſoon as he came to 
Age, he would diſtribute Wealth to none but virtuous 
and juſt Men; upon which Jupiter, confiderins the 


| pernicious Conſequences of ſuch 2 Relolution, tock 
his Sight away from him, and left him to {troll about 


the World in the blind Condition wherein Chremylus 
beheld him. With much ade Chromyius prevailed 


upon him to go to his Houle, where he met an old 


Woman in a tatteted Raimeit, who had been his 
Gueſt for many Years, and Whole Name was Poverty. 


The old Woman retuling to turn out fo readily as he 


would have her, he threatened to baniſh her, not only 
from his own Howe, but out of Greece, 1i ſhe made 
any more Words upon the Matter, Poverly, on this 
Occalion pleads ner Cauſe very notably, end repre- 
tents to her old Landlord, thit ſhould {he be driven 
out of the Country, ail their Trades, Arts, aud Sci- 
ences would be driven out with her; and that i. 
every one was rich, they would never be ſupplied with 
thoſe Pomps, Ornaments, and Convernences of Lite, 
which made Riches deiirable. She Ikewiſe repre- 
{ented to him the ſeveral Advantages which ſhe be- 
towed upon her Votaies, in Regard to their Shape, 

their 


On ͤ ͤ—ͤ—— — — — 
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their Health, and their Activity, by preſerving them 
from Gouts, Dropſies, Unwieldineſs, and Intempe- 
rance, But whatever ſhe had to ſay for herſelf, ſhe 
was at laſt forced to move off. Chremylus immediately 
conſidered how he might reſtore P!utis to his Sight; 
and in order to do it, conveyed him to the Temple 


of Eſculabius, who was famous for Cures and Miracles 


of this Nature. By this Means the Deity recovered 
his Eyes, and began to make a right Uſe of them, by 
— every one that was diſtinguiſhed by Piety 
towards the Gods, and Juſtice towards Men; and at 
the ſame Time by taking away his Gifts from the im- 

ious and undeſerving. This produced ſeveral merry 
Incidents, till, in the laſt Act, Mercury deſcends with 
great Complaints from the Gods, that fince the good 
Men were grown rich, they had received no Sacrifices, 
which is confirmed by a Prieſt of Jupiter, who enters 
with a Remonſtrance, that ſince theſe late Innova- 


tions, he was reduced to a ſtarving Condition, and 


could not live upon his Office. Chremyius, who in 
the Beginning of the Play, was religious in his Poverty, 
concludes with a Propotal which was reliſhed by all 
the good Men, who were now grown rich as well as 
himſelf, (i. e.) that they ſhould carry Plutus in ſolemn 


Proceſſion to the Temple, and inſtall him in the 


Place of Jupiter, This Allegory inſtructed the Athe- 
nians in two Points; firſt, as it vindicated the Con- 
duct of Providence in its ordinary Diſtributioa of 
Wealth; and in the next Place, as it ſhewed the great 
Tendency of Riches to corrupt the Morals of thoſe 
wno poiteiled thein. 
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On the FORCE of AFFECTION. 
Tears of Compaſſion are Natrre's Marks to know an honeſt 
Heart by. VolrAIRE. | 

YOUNG Gentleman and a Lacy, of antient and 
honourable Houſes in Cornwall, kad from their 
Childhood entertained for each other a generous and 
noble Paſſion, which hid long been oprofed by their 
Friends, by Reafon of the Tucquaiity of their For- 
tunes; But their Conſtancy to each other, ard Obe- 


«lh 


Country upon this Occalion; and I remember it was 


faithful Love is rewarded, 


He took his agreeable Veyage, and ſent Home 
every Poſt freſh Accounts of his Succe!s in his Affairs 
abroad; but at laſt (though he defigned to return 
with the next Ship) e lamented in his Letters, that 
Buſineis ſhould detain hin ſeme Time longer from 
Home, becauſe he would give hitaſelf the Pleaſure 
of an unexpected Arrival. 5 

The young Lady, after the Heut of the Day, walked 
every Evening on the Sca-ſhore, near which ſhe lived, 
with a familiar Friend, her Huibana's Kinſwoman, 
and Giverted herſelf with what Objects they met with 
there, or upon Diſcourſe of the future Methods of 
Liſe, in the haßpy Change of their Circumſtances. 
They ſtcod one Evening on the Shore together in a 
perfect Tranquility, obſerving the Setting of the Sun, 
the calm Face of the Deep, and the ſilent Heaving of 
the Waves, which gently rolled towards them, and 
broke at their Feet; when, at a Diſtance, her Kinſ- 

| | woman 
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woman ſaw ſomething floating on the Water, which ſhe 
fancied was a Cheſt; and with a Smile told her, ſhe 
faw it firſt, and if it came aſhore full of Jewels, ſhe 
had a Right to it. They both fixed their Eyes upon 
it, and entertained themſelves with the Subject of the 
Wreck, the Couſin ſtill aſſerting her Right; but pro- 
miſing, if it was a Prize, to give her a very rich Coral 
for her Child, of which ſhe was then big, provided ſhe 
might be Godmother. Their Mirth foon abated, 
when they obſerved, upon the nearer Approach, that 
it was a human Body. The young Lady, who had a 
Heart naturally filled with Pity and Compaſhon, made 
many melancholy Reflections on the Occaſion. Who 
knows (faid ſhe) but this Man may be the only Hope 
and Heir of a wealthy Houſe, the Darling of indul- 
t Parents, who are now in impertinent Mirth, 
and pleafing themſelves with the Thoughts of offering 
him a Bride they have got ready for him? Or, ma 
he not be the Maſter of a Family that —_ depend- 
ed on his Life ? There may, for ought we know, be 
half a Dozen Fatherleſs Children, and a tender Wife, 
now expoſed to Poverty by his Death. What Plea- 
ſure might he have promiſed himſelf in the different 
Welcomes he was to have from her and them? But 
let us go away, it is a dreadful Sight! The beſt Of- 
| fice we can do is to take Care that the r Man, who- 
ever he is, may be decently buried. She turned away, 


when a Wave threw the Carcaſe on Shore. The 1 


Kinſwoman immediately ſhrieked out, Oh, my Cou- 
fin ! and fell upon the 5 The unhappy Wife 
went to help her Friend, when ſhe ſaw her own Huſ- 
band at her Feet, and dropt into a Swoon upon the 
Body. An old Woman, who had been the Gentle- 
man's Nurſe, came out about this Time to call the 


Ladies in to Supper, and found her Child (as ſhe | 
always called him) dead on the Shore, her Miſtreſs + 
and Kinſwoman both lying dead by him. Her loud 

Inn her young Maſter to Life, 


Lamentations, and ca 
ſoon awaked the Friend from her Trance; but the 
Wife was gone for ever. 


When 
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When the Family and Neighbourhood got together 
round the Bodies, no one aſked any Queſtions, but 
the Objects before them told the Story. 

Incidents- of this Nature are the more moving, 


when they are drawn by Perſons concerned in the 


Cataſtrophe, notwithſtanding they are often oppreſſed 


beyond the Power of giving them in a diftinet Light, 


— t we gather their Sorrow from their Inability to 
peak it. 

[ have two original Letters, written both on the 
fame Day, which ſeem to me exquiſite in their dif- 
ferent Kinds. The Occaſion was this: A Gentleman 
who had courted a moſt agreeable young Woman, and 


won her Heart, obtained alſo the Conſent of her 


Father, to whom ſhe was an only Child. The old 


Man had a Fancy that they ſhould be married in the 
fame Church where he himſelf was, in a Village in 
Weſtmoreland, and made them ſet out while hewas laid 
up with the Gout, at London. The Bridegroom took 
only his Man, and the Bride her Maid: They had 
the moſt agreeable Journey imazinable to the Place of 


Marriage; from whence the Bridezroom writ the 


following Letter to his Wife's Father, 


N 
+ 
* 


Marci 18, 1672. 
SR, | 


& After a very pleaſant Journey hither, we are pre- 
paring for the happy Hour in which I am to be your 
Son. I aſſure you the Bride carries it in the Eye of 
the Vicar, who married you, much beyond her 
Mother; though he ſays, your open Sleeves, Panta- 
loons, and Shoulder-Knots, made a much better Shew 


than the fnical Dreſs Il am in. However I am con- 
tented to be the ſecond fine Man this Village ever 


law, and ſhall make it very merry before Night, be- 
cauſe | hall write myſelf from thence, 


Your moſt dutiful Son, T. D. 
« The 


* 
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++ The Bride gives her Duty, and is as handſome as 
an Angel. am the happieff an 7 
P 


The Villagers were aſſembled about Church, 
and the happy Couple took a walk in a ate Gar- 
den. The Bridegroom's Man knew his Maſter would 
leave the place on a fudden after the Wedding, and 
being him draw his Piſtols the Night before, took 
this Opportunity to go into the Chamber and charge 
them. Upon their Return from the Garden, they 
went into the Room; and after a little fond Railery 
on the Subject of their Courtſhip, the Lover took up 
a Piſtol, which he knew he had unloaded the Night 
before, and preſenting it to her, faid with the moſt 
eraceivl Air, while ſhe looked pleaſed with his agree- 
able Flattery: Now, Madam, repent of all thoſe 
Cruclties you have been guilty of to me; conſider 
before you die, how olten you have made a poor 
Wretch freeze under your Caſement; you ſhall die, 
you Tyrant! you ſhall die, with all thoſe Inſtruments 
of Death and Deſtruction about you, with that en- 
chanting Smile, thote killing Ringlets of your Hair! 
Give Fire, laid ſhe, laughing. He did ſo, and ſhot 
her dead. Who can ſpeak his Condition; but he 
bore it ſo patiently as to call up his Man. Thie poor | 
Wretch cutered, and his Maſter locked the Door! 
upon him. Wil, laid he, did you charge theſe Piſtol; 
He anſwered, Yes. Upen which he ſhot him dead 
with that remaining. After this, amidſt a thouland 
broken Sobs, piercing Groans, and diſtracted Motions, 
he writ the following Letter to the Father of his 
dead Mittrets. 

812, | 

„, who two Hours ago told you truly 1 was the 
happieſt Man alive, am now the moſt miteravie. 
Your Daughter lies dead at my Feet, killed by my ow" 
Hands, through a Miſtake of my Man's charms my 
Piſtols unknown to me. Him i have murdered ior it. 
Such is my Wedding Dey.— Iwill inuned-ately fellon 

n, 


do 
keep together till 1 have tabbed it. 
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my Wife to her Grave: But before I throw m 
upon my Sword, I command Diſtraction ſo far as 
Heart will not 


to explain my Sto I 

— "Woot good Man! 
Remember, he that killed your Daughter, died for 
it: In the Article of Death, I give t — 
and pray for you, though I do not for myſeli.—If it 
be poſlible, do not curle me.” | 


—— 


— — — — 


On CRUELTY © ANIMALS. 

Take not away the Life you cannot give. 
For all Jungs have an equal Right to Live. 
| EO DuYDEN. 


[ CANNOT think it extravagant to imagine, that 
Mankind are no leſs, in Proportion, accountable 
for the il] Uſe of their Dominion over Creatures of the 
lower Rank of Beings, than for the Exerciſe of Ty- 
ranny over their own Species. The more entirely the 


inferior Creation is ſubmitted to our Power, the more 


anſwerable we ſhould ſeem for our Miſmanagement 
of it; and the rather, as the very Condition of Na- 
ture renders theſe Creatures incapable of receiving 
any Recompence in another Life, for their ill Treat- 
ment m this. | 

It is obſervable of thoſe noxious Animals, which 
have Qualities more powerful to injure us, that — 
naturally avoid Mankind, and never hurt us, unlets 
provoked or neceſſitated by Hunger. Man, on the 
other Hand, ſeeks out and purſues even the moſt in- 
offenſive Animals, on Purpoſe to perſecute and deſtroy 
them. 

Montaigne thinks it ſome Reflection upon human 
Nature itfelt, that few People take Delight in ſeeing 
Beaſts careſs or play together, but almoſt every one 
is pleafed to ſee them lacerate and worry ene an- 
other. I am ſorry this Temper has become almoit 


2 diſtinguiſhed Character of our own Nation, from 


K | the 
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the Obſervation which is made by Foreigners of our 
beloved Paſtimes, Bear-beating, Cock-fighting, and the 
like. - We ſhould find it hard to vindicate the de- 


itraying any Thing that has Life, merely out of 


Wantooneſs ; yet in this Principle our Children are 
bred up, and one of the firſt Pleaſures we allow them, 
is the Licence of inflicting Pain upon poor Animals; 
Almoſt as ſoon as we are ſenſible what Life is our- 
ſelves, we make it our Sport to take it from other 
Creatures. I cannot but believe a very good Uſe 
might be made of the Fancy which Children have for 


Birds and Inſects. Mr. Locke takes Notice of a Mo- 
but re- 


ther who permitted them to her Children 
warded or. puniſhed them as they treated them well 
or ill. This was no other than entering them betimes 


into a daily Exerciſe of Humanity, and improving | 


their very Diverſion to a Virtue. wy | 

I fancy, too, ſome Advantage might be taken of the 
„ that it is ominous or unlucky to 
deſtroy ſome Sorts of Birds, as Swallows or Martins; 


this Opinion might poſſibly ariſe from the Confi- 


dence theſe Birds ſeem to put in us by building un- 
der our Roofs, fo that it is a Kind of Violation of the 
Laws of Hoſpitality to murder them. As for Robin 


Redbr eaſts, in particular, it is not improbable they owe 


their Security to the old Ballad of the Children in the 
Wood. However it be, I do not know, I fay, why 


this. Prejudice, well improved and carried as far 


as it would go, might not be made to conduce to 
the Preſervation. of many innocent Creatures, which 
are now expoſed to all the Wantonneſs of an ig- 
There are other Animals that have the Misfortune, 
for no Manner of Reaſon, to be treated as common 
Enemies, wherever found. The Conceit that a Cat 
has nine Lives, has coft at leaſt nine Lives in ten of 
the whole Race of them: Scarce a boy in the Street 
but has in this Point out-done Hercules himſelf, who 
„ ; 5 4 | res 


n 1 ning * 
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Hhree Lives. Vihether the unaccountable Animolity 
againſt this uſeful Domeſtic may be any Cauſe of the 
pou Perſecution of Owls, (who are a Sort of 
eathered Cats) or whether it be only an unreafonable 
Pique the Moderns have taken to a ferious Coumte- 
nance, I ſhall not determme; though I am inclined 
to believe the former; ſince | obſerve the whole Rea» 
fon alledged for the Deſtruction of Frogs, is becauſe 
they are like Foals. Yet amidſt all the Misfortunes 
of thefe unfriendly Creatures, it is fome Happineſs 
that we have not yet taken a Fancy to eat them: For 
ſhould our Countrymen refine upon the French never 
{o little, it is not to be conceived to what unheard- 
olf Torments Owls, Cats, and Frogs, may yet be 
reſerved. I | | 
When we grow up to Men, we have another Suc- 
ceſhon of ſanguinary Sports; in particular Hunting: 
I dare not attack a Diverſion which has fuch Autho- 
m_ Cuſtom to ſupport it, but mult have Leave 
to be of Opinion, that the Agitations of that Exer- 
_ cife, with the Example and Number of the Chaſers, 
not a little contribute to reſiſt thofe Checks, which 
Compaſſion would naturally ſuggeſt in Behalf of the 
Anima] purſued. Nor ſhall fay with Monſieur 
Fleury, that this Sport is a Remain of the Gothic Bar- 
upon a certain Cuſtom 


barity; but I muſt animadvert 
yet in Uſe with us, and barbarous enough to be de- 

rived from the Goths or even the ans; I mean 

the Compliment our Huntſmen upon the 
Eadies of Quality, who are preſent at the Death of a 
Stag, when they put the Knife into their Hand to 
cut the Throat of a helpleſs, - trembling, and weeping 
Creature, 


—T hat lies beneath the Knife, 
Looks up, and from her Butcher begs her Life. 
But if our Sports are deſtrutive, our Glattony is 


more ſo, and in a more inhuman Manner. Lobfters 
— K 2 roaſted - 
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\noaſted alive, Pigs whipt to Death, Fam ſe up, are 
. Teſtimonies of our outrageous Luxury. Thoſe who 
las Seneca expreſſes it) divide their Lives betwixt an 

anxious Conſcience, and a nauſeated Stomach, have 
A juſt Reward of their Gluttony in the Diſeaſes it 
brings with it: For humen Savages, like other wild 
Beaſts, find Snares and Poiſons in the Proviſions 
of Life, and are allured by their Appetites to their 
Deſtruction. I know nothing more ſhocking or hor- 
tid than the Proſpect of one of their Kitchens covered 
with Blood, filled with the Cries of Creatures 


expiring in Tortures. It gives one an Image o, the 
| Gibas Den in a Romance, beſtrewed with * ſcat- 
tered Heads and mangled Limbs of thoſe who were 
ſlain by his Cruelty. | 

The excellent Plutarch, (who has more Strokes of 
Good-nature in his Writings than I remember in any 
Author) cites a Saying of Cato to this Effet, * That 
it is no caly 'Taſk to preach to the Belly, which has 
no'Ears. Yet if (ſays he] we are aſhamed to be fo 
_ out of Faſhion, as not to offend, let us at leaſt offend 
with ſome Difcretion and Meaſure. If we kill an 
Animal for our. Proviſion, let us do it with the 
Meltings of Compaſſion, and without tormenting it. 
Let us conſider, that it is gg, —_ Cruelty 
to put à living Creature to Death; we at leaſt deſtroy 
a Boul that has Senſe and Perception.” In the 
Life of Cato the Cenfor, he takes Occaſion from 
the ſevere Diſpoſition in Man, to diſcourſe in this 
Manner: It ought to be eſteemed a ineſs to 
Mankind, that our Humanity has a wider Sphere to 
exert itſelf in, than bare Juſtice. It is no more than 
the Obligation of our very Birth to practiſe Equity to 
our Kind; but Humanity may be extended through 
the whole Order of Creatures, even to the meaneſt: 
Such Actions f Charity are the Ov 


erflowings of 2 
mild Good-nature on all below us. It is certainly 


the Part of à well-natured Man to take Care of his 


| Horſes and. Dez, mot only in ae er 
b TC : ; 2 5 their 


— — 
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their Labour, while they are Foals and Whelps, but 
even when their old Age has made them incape dle of 


Service. 


Hiſtory tells us of a wiſe and polite Nation hat 


rejected a Perſon - the firſt Quality, who ſtood for a 


aſticjary Office, only becauſe he had been obſerved in 

is Yaurk to * eaſure in t and murdering 
Birds. And of another that expelled a Man out of 
the Senate, for daſhing a Bird againſt the Ground 
which had taken Shelter in his Boſol. * 

Every one knows how remarkable the Turks 'are 
for their Humanity of this Kind: I remember an 
Arabian Author, who had written a Treatiſe, to ſhew 
how far a Man, ſuppoſed to have ſubſiſted in a deſart 
Hand, without any Inſtruction, or fo much as the 
Sight of any other Man, may, by the pure Light oi 
Nature, attain the Knowledge of hiloſophy phy and Vir- 
tue. One of the firſt Things he makes him obſerve 


is, that univerſal Benevolence of Nature in the . 
tection and Preſervation of its Creatures. In Imita- 


tion of which, the firſt Act of Virtue he thinks this 
ſell- taught Philoſopher would of Courſe fall into, is to 
relieve and aſſiſt all the Animals about him in their 
Wants and Diſtreſſes. 

In Dryden's Ovid are ſome very tender and pathetie 
Lines applicable to this Occaſion: 


The Sheep v was ſacrificed on no Pretence, 
But meek and unreſiſting Innocence: 

A patient, uſeful Creature, born to bear | 
The warm and woolly Fleece, that cloath'd tex | 

Miurderer; 

And daily to give down the Milk ſhe bred, 

A Tribute for the Graſs on which ſhe fed. 
Living, both Food and Raiment ſhe ſupplies, 
And is 'of leaſt Advantage when ſhe dies. 

How did the toiling Ox his Death deſerve? 
A — luwple 78 and born to ſerve. 
bt O Tyrant, 


—— — n 


2 
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O Tyrant, with what Juſtice can'ſt thou hope 
The Promiſe of — a plenteous Cr 
3 — thou * d thy — Steer, who till d, 


nk rag chro ith Pain, thy ele ungrateful Field! 
From Neck to 4 — the Yoke, 

That 2 which the furl Clods he broke; 
And to the Hatchet yield thy Huſbandman 


| N and the Spring began. 


What more Advance can Mortals make in Sin, 
So near Perfection, who with Blood begin? 
Deaf to the Calf that lies beneath the Knife, 
Looks up, and from her Butcher bees her Life. 
er ere he dies, 
All Methods to pr 2 2 


Au iniitates in bein the | 
m—_— neatly reſembling the 
di rent might given to 
— — EE 


prevent thoſe 
apt to inftit on our Fellow Creatures. 


* 
: ; _ 
N , - 


Neighbourhood) when, according te the Nature of 
Men in Years, who have made but little 
the Advancement of their Fortune or their 


who are my — 


The VISION of JUSTICE. 


At Dead of Night Reaſon fleeps, 
Ind Feng with ber re g Fe K Durvax. 
WAS laſt Week taking a a ſolitary Walk in the Ger- 


dens of Lincoln's Inn, (a Favour that is meulged 
me by ſeveral of the Benchers who are my inti- 
mate Friends, and grown old with me in this 


* 
I 
was repi 2 


5 


|  fings of Life. . I was loſt in this Thought, hen 
Night came upon me, and drew a Mind into a far 


fſuch a. Hemiſphere of Stars, as made the moſt 
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tribution of Wealth, Honour, and all other Bleſ- 
en'the 


more agreeable Contemplation. The Heaven above 
me appeared in all its Glories, and preſented me with 


able Profpe& imaginable to one who delights in the 
Study of Nature. It happened to be a freezing Night, 
which had purified the whole Body of Ait into 
ſuch a bright tranſparent Æther, as made every Con- 
ſtellation viſible; and at the fame Time gave ſuch a 
particular Glowing to the Stars, that I thought it the 
richeſt Sky I had ever ſeen. I could not but behold 
a Scene fo wonderfully adorned and lifted up, (if I 
may be allowed that r without fuitable 
Meditations on the Author of fuch illuſtrious and 


amazing Objects. For on, theſe Occaſions, Philoſophy 


fuggeſts Motives to Religion, and Religion adds 
Pleaſure to Philoſophy. „ 
As ſoon as I had recovered my uſual Temper and 


— of Soul, I retired to my Lodgings, with the 


Satisfaction of having yu away a few Hours in the 
proper of a reaſonable Creature; and 

promiſing myſelf that my Slumbers would be ſweet, I 
no fooner fell into them but I dreamed a Dream, or 


| faw a Viſion, (for I know not which to call it) that 


ſeemed to riſe out of my Evening Meditation, and had 
ſomething in it ſo folemn and ſerious, that I cannot 


forbear communicating it; though I muſt confeſs the 
Wildneſs of Imagination (which in a Dream is always 


looſe and irregular) diſcovers itſelf too much in ſeveral 
Parts of it. — | . 
diverhfied 


+ Methought I ſaw the fame azure If 
with the ſame glorious Luminaries which had enter- 
tained me a little before I fell aſleep. I was look- 
ing very attentively on that Sign in the Heavens 
which is called by the Name of the Balance, when 

on 2 fudden there appeared in it an extrao 
Light; as if the Sun ſhould rife at Midnight. By 
| its 


— — 5 ——ꝓ— — 
2 — 
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its encreafing in Breadth and Luſtre, I ſoon found 
that it approached towards the Earth; and at length | 
could diſcern ſomething like a Shadow hovering in 
the Midſt of a great Glory, which in a little Time | 
after I diſtinctly perceived it to be the Figure of a 
Woman. | fancied at firſt it might have been the 
Angel, or Intelligence that guided the Conſtellation ' | 
from which it deſcended; but upon a nearer View, | 
I faw about her all the Emblems with which the JJ} 
Goddeſs of Juſtice is uſually deſcribed. Her Coun- 
tenance was unſpeakably awful and majeſtic, but 
exquiſitely beautiful to thoſe whoſe Eyes were ſtrong - 
enough to behold it; her Smiles tranſported with 
Rapture, her Frowns terrified to Deſpair. She held 
in. her Hands a Mirror, endowed with the ſame 
Qualities as that which the Painters put into the 
Hand of Truth. | 
There ſtreamed from it a Light, which diſtinguiſhed ' 
itſelf from all the Splendour that ſurrounded her, 
more than a Flaſh of. Lightning ſhines in the Midſt of 
Day-light. As ſhe moved it in her Hand, it bright> 
ened thc Heavens, the Air, or the Earth. Whenſhe 
had deſcended ſo low as to be ſeen and heard by Mor- 
tals, to make the Pomp of her Appearance more ſup- 
portable, ſhe threw Darkneſs and Clouds about her, 
that tempered the Light into a thouſand beautiful 
2 and 22 _ multiplied that Lone, _— 
ore was too g and dazzli into a Variety 
milder Glories. wie * | | 
In the mean Time the World was in an Alarm; 
and all the Inhabitants of it gathered together upon 
a ſpacious Plain; fo that I ſeemed to have the whole 
Species before my Eyes. A Voice was heard from 
the Clouds, declaring the Intention of this Viſit, 
which was to reſtore and appro riate to every. one 
living what was his Due. ear and Hope, Joy 
and Sorrow, which appeared in that great Mien; ] 
after this ſolemn Declaration, are not to be ex — 
The firſt Edit was then pronounced, * 


— "th _ 7 . 4 a 


120 


. * — * 
—— —-Ü—— —— 


Recor 


Tie PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 1177 
Titles and Claims to Riches and Eſtates, or to any Part 


f them, _ be immediately vefled in the righfid 
4 pon this, the inhabitants of the 23 
held up the Inftruments of their Tenures, whether 
in Parchment, Paper, Wax, or any other Form of 
Conveyance; and as the Goddeſs moved the Mirror 
of Truth, which ſhe held in her Hand, ſo that the 

Light which flowed from it fell upon the Multitude, 
they examined the ſeveral Inſtruments by the Beams 
of it: The Rays of the Mirror had à particular 
Quality of ſetting Fire to all Forgery and Faliehood. 


The Blaze of Papers, the Melting of Seals, and 


the Crackling of Parchments, made a very odd 
Scene. The Fire very often ran through two or three 
Lines only, and then ſtopped. Though I could 
not but obſerve the Flames chiefly broke out among 
the Interlineations, and Codicils; the Light of the 
Mirror, as it was turned up and down, pierced into 
all the dark Corners and Receſſes of the Univerſe, 
and that Means detected many Writings and 
which had been hidden or buried by Time, 
Chance, ar Deſign. This occaſioned a wonderful 
Revolution among the People. At the firſt Time, 


the Spoils of Extortion, Fraud, Robbery, with all 


the Fruits of _— and Corruption, were thrown 
together into a prodigious Pile, that almoſt reached 
to the Clouds, and was called the Mount of Reſtitution ; 
to which all injured Perſons were invited, to receive 
what ed to them. | 
One might ſee Crouds of People in tattered Gar- 


ments come up, and change Cloaths with athers that 
were dreſſed with Lace and Embroidery. Several 
who were Phambs, or very near it, became Men of 
moderate Fortunes; and many others, who were 


overgrown in Wealth and Poſſeſſions, had no more 
left than what, they uſually ſpent. What moved my 
Concern malt, was to fee a certain Street, of the 
greateſt Credit in Europe, from one End to the other, 


The 
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The next Command was for the whole Body of 
Mankind to ſeparate themfelves into their pr 
Families: Which was no ſooner done, but an Elie 
was iffued out, requiring all Children to repair 10 
their true and natural Fathers, This put a great 
Part of the Aſſembly in Motion; for as the Mirror 
was moved over them, it inſpired every one with 


ſuch a natural Inſtint, as directed them to their 


real Parents. It was a very melancholy Spectacle 
to fee the Fathers of very large Families become 
childleſs, and Bachelors undone by a Charge of Sons 
and Daughters. You might ſee a preſumptuous 
Heir of a great Eſtate alk Bleſſings of bis Coachman ; 
and a celebrated Toaſt paying her Duty to a Valet 
de Chambre. Many, under Vows of Celibacy, 
appeared ſurrounded with a numerous Iſſue. The 
Change of Parentage would have cauſed great Lamen- 
tation, but that the Calamity was pretty common; 
and that generally thoſe who loſt their Children 


had the Satisfaction of feeing them put into the 


Hands of their deareſt Friends. en were no 
ſooner ſettled in their Right to their Poſſeſſions and 
their Progeny, but there was a third Order proclaimed, 
that all the Poſts 0 and Honour in oy Univerſe 
ſhould be conferres on Perſons of the grea Merit, Abilities, 
and Per feflions. The Handieme, and 
the Wealthy, immediat forward ; but not 
ET NN IL. 7 
whi upon their Faces, 

El back on the Croud s But as the Goddeſs 
= Multitude by her Glaſs, as the 
young Ones by the Luſtre of the Sun, it was remark- 
able, that every one turned away 
who had not diſtinguiſhed himſelf either Virtue, 
Knowledge, or Capacity in Buſineſs, either military 
or civil. This ett Aſſembly was drawn de in the 
Center of a prodigious Multitude, which was diffuſed 
on all Sides, and ſtood obſerving 


————ů Cars 
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their Arms. They were drawn up in three Bodiess 
In the firſt were the Men of Virtue; in the ſecond, 
the Men of Knowledge; and in the third, the 
Men of Buſineſs. It was impoſlible to look at the 
rſt Column without a ſecret Veneration, their 
Aſpects were ſo ſweetened with Humanity, raiſed 
with Contemplation, emboldened with Reſolution, 
and adorned with the moſt agreeable Airs, which 
are thoſe which proceed from ſecret Habits of Virtue. 
I could not but take Notice, that there were many 
Faces among them which were unknown, not only 


| Multitude, but even to ſeveral of their own 


y. 1 

In the ſecond Column, conſiſting of the Men of 
Knowledge, there had been great Diſputes before 
they fell into their Ranks, which they did not do at 
laſt, without the poſitive Command of the Goddeſs 
who preſided over the Aﬀembly. She had fo ordered 
it, that Men of the — Genius and ſtrongeſt 
Senſe were placed at the Head of the Column: Be- 
hind theſe were ſuch as had formed their Minds 
very much on the Thoughts and Writings of others. 
In the Rear of the Column were Men who had more 


ing. All living Authors of any value were ranged 
in one of theſe Clafſes; but 1 muſt confeſs I was 
very much fſurprized to ſee a great Body of Editors, 


Critics, Commentators, and Grammarians, meet with 


ſo very ill a Reception. They had formed themſelves 
to a Body, and with a great Deal of Arrogance de- 
manded the firft Station in the Column of Knowledge ; 
but the Goddeſs, inſtead of complying with the 
Requeſt, cla them all into Liveries, and bid them 
know th ves for no other but the Lackies of the 

The third Column were Men of Buſineſs, and 


conſiſted of Perſons of military and civil Capacities. 


The former marched out from the Reſt, and placed 
themſelves in the Front; on which the other 1 
1 their 


Wit than Senſe, or more Learning than Underſtand- 
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their Heads at them, but did not think fit to diſpute 
the Poſt with them. I could not but make feveral 
Obſervations upon this laſt Column of People: but 
I have certain private Reaſons why I do not think 
{it to communicate them to the Public. In order 
to fill up all the Poſts of Honour, Dignity and Profit, 
there was a Draught made out of each Column of 
Men, who were Maſters of all the three Qualifications 
in ſome Degree, and were preferred to Stations of 
the firſt Rank. The ſecond Draught was made out 
of ſuch as were poſſeſſed of any two of the Quali- 


fications, who were diſpoſed of in Stations of a ſe- 


cond Dignity. Thofe who were left, and were 
endowed only with one of them, had their ſuitable 
Poſts. When this was over, there remained many 
Places of Truſt and Profit unfilled, for which there 
were freſh Draughts made out of the furroundmg 
Muititude, who had any Appearance of thoſe Excel- 


lencies, or were recommended by thoſe who poſſeſſed 


them in Reality. 

All were ſurpriſed to fee ſo many new Faces in the 
moſt eminent Dignit ies; and for my own Part, I was 
very well pl to fee all my Friends either kept 
their preſent Pofts, or were advanced to higher. 

Having filled my Paper with thofe Particulars of m 
Viſion which concern the Male Part of Mankind, | 
muſt reſerve for another Occaſion the Sequel of it, 
which relates to the Fair Sex. 


— — 
A Continuation of the VISION. 


Dreams are but Interludes mich Fancy makes, 

When Monarch Reaſon fleeps, —thes Mimic wakes ; 

Compounds a Medly of di jointed Things, | | 
A Court of Coblers — and a Mob of Kings. DRYDEN. 


HE Male World were diſmiſſed by the Goddeſs 

of Juſtice and difappeared, when on a Sud- 

den the whole Plain was covered with Women. So 
| charming 
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charming a Multitude filled my Heart with unſpeak- 
able Pleaſure ; and as the celeſtial Light of the Mirror 
ſhone opon their Faces, ſeveral of them ſeemed 
rather Perſons that deſcended in the Train of the 
Goddeſs, than ſuch as were brought before her for 
their Trial. The Clack of Tongues, and Confuſion 
of Voices, in this new Aſſembly, were ſo very great, 
that the Goddeſs was obliged to command Silence 
ſeveral Times, and with ſome Severity, before ſhe 
could make them attentive to the Edits. They were 
all ſenſible, that the moſt important Affair among 
Womankind was then to be ſettled, which every one 


knows to be the Point of Place. This had raiſed 


innumerable Diſputes among them, and put the whole 
Sex into a Tumult. Every one gurus her Claim, 
and pleaded her Pretenſions. Birth, Beauty, Wit, 


or Wealth, were Words that rang in my Ears from 


all Parts of the Plain. Some boaſted of the Merit 
of their Huſbands; others of their own Power in 


governing them. Some pleaded their unſpotted Vir- 
ginity ; others their numerous Iſſue. Some valued 
themſelves as they were the Mothers, and others as 

Dalton of confiderable Perſons. 
There was not a ſingle Accompliſhment unmention- 


ed, or unpractiſed. The whole Congregation was full 


of ſinging, dancing, toſſing, ogling, ſpeaking, ſmiling, 
ſighing, fanning, frowning, and all thoſe other ir- 


reſiſtible Arts which Women put in Practice to cap- 


tivate the Hearts of reaſonable Creatures. The God- 
deſs, to end the Diſpute, cauſed it to be proclaimed, 
that every one ſhould take Place according as ſhe was 
more or lefs beautiful. 

This Declaration gave great Satisfaction to the 
whole Aﬀembly, which immediately bridled up, and 
appeared in all its Beauties. Such as believed them- 
ſelves graceful in their Motions, found an Ocralton 
of falling back, advancing forward, or making a 
falſe Step, that they might ſhew their Perſons in the 
moſt becoming Air. Such as had tine _ 3nd 
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Boſoms, were wonderfully curious to look over the 
Heads of the Multitude, and obſerve the moſt diſtant 
Parts of the Aſſembly. Several clapped their Hands 
on their Foreheads, as helping their Sight to look up- 
on the Glories that ſurrounded the Goddeſs, but in 
Reality to ſhew fine Hands and Arms. The Ladies 
ons et better pleaſed when they heard, that in the 
Deciſion of this great Controverſy, each of them 
ſhould be her own Judge, and take her Place accord- 
ing to her own Opinion of herſelf, when ſhe conſulted 
her Looking-glaſs. 

The Goddeſs then let down the Mirror of Truth 
in a Golden Chain, which appeared larger in Pro- 
portion as it deſcended and approached nearer to the 
Eyes of the Beholders. It was the particular Pro- 
perty of this Looking-glaſs to baniſh all falſe Ap- 
pearances, and ſhew People what they reallyare. The 
whole Woman was repreſented, without Regard to 
the uſual external Features, which were made en- 
tirely conformable to their real Characters. In ſhort, 
the moſt accompliſhed (taking the whole Circle of Fe- 
male Perfe&tions) were the molt beautitul ; and the 
moſt defective, the moſt deformed. The Goddels ſo 
varied the Motion of the Glaſs, and placed it in fo 
many different Lights, that each had an Opportunity 
of ſeeing herſelf in it. 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the Rage, the Pleaſure, 
or Aſtoniſhment, that appeared in each Face u 
its Repreſentation in the Mirror ; Multitudes ſtarted 
at their own Form, and would have broken the 
Glaſs if they could have reached it. Many faw their 


_ blooming Features wither as they looked upon them, 


and their Self-admiration turned into a Loathing and 
Abhorrence. The Lady who was thought fo agree- 


able in her Anger, and was ſo often celebrated for a 


Woman of Fire and Spirit, was frighted at her own 
Image, and fancied the ſaw a Fury in the Glaſs. 
The intereſted Miſtreſs beheld a Harpy, and the ſubtle 
Jilt a Sphynx. I was very much troubled in __ 

cart, 
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Heart to ſee ſuch a Deſtruction of fine Faces; but 
at the ſame Time had the pleaſure of ſeeing ſeveral 
improved, which I had before looked upon as the 
greateſt ms phos of Nature. I obſerved, that 
tome few were ſo humble as to be ſurpriſed at their 
own Charms ; and that many a one, who had lived 
in the Retirement and the Severity of a Veſtal, ſhined 
forth in all the Graces and Attractions of a Syren. 
I was raviſhed at the Sight of a particular Image in 
the Mirror, which I thought the moſt beautiful Ob- 
ject that my Eyes ever beheld. There was ſomething 
more than human in her Countenance: Her Eyes 


were fo full of Light, that they ſeemed to beautify 


every Thing they looked upon. Her Face was ſo en- 
livened with ſuch a florid Bloom, as did not ſo pro- 
perly feem the Mark of Health, as of Immortality. 

er Shape, her Stature, and her whole Mein, were 


fuch as diſtinguiſhed her even there where the whole 
Fair Sex were aſſembled. - 


I was impatient to fee the Lady repreſented by fo 


divine an Image, whom | found to be the Perſon that 
ſtood at my Right-hand, and in the fame Point of 
View with myſelf. This was a little old Woman, 


who in her Prime had been about five Feet high, 


thou at preſent ſhrunk to above three Quarters of 
that Meaſure : Her natural Aſpect was 1 up 
with Wrinkles, and her Head covered with grey 
Hairs. I had obſerved all along an innocent Chear- 
fulneſs in her Face, which was now heightened into 


Rapture, as ſhe beheld herſelf in the Glaſs. It was 


an odd Circumſtance in my Dream, (but I cannot for- 
bear relating it) I conceived fo great an inclination 
towards her, that I had Thoughts of diſcourſing her 


upon the Point of Marriage, when on a ſudden ſhe 
was carried from me ; for the Word was now given, 


that all who were pleaſed with their own Images, 
ſhould ſeparate, and place themſelves at the Head of 


their Sex. 


This Detachment was afterwards divided into three 
L 2 Bodies, 


£ 
„ 
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Bodies, confiſting of Maids, Wives, and Widows ; 
the Wives being placed in the Middle, with the 


- Maids on the Right, and the Widows on the Left; 


though it was with Difficulty that theſe two laſt 
Bodies were hindred from falling into the Center. 
This ſeparation of thoſe who liked their Real- 
ſelves, not having leſſened the Number of the Main 
Body fo conſiderably as it might have been wiſhed, 
the Goddeſs, after having drawn up her Mirror, 
thought fit to make new Diſtinftions among thoſe 
who did not like the Fig which they ſaw in it. 
She made ſeveral wholeſome Edicts, which are flipt 
2 2 my Mind; but there were two _ 
welt n it, as being very extraordinary in their 
Kind, 2 executed "Sad great Severity. Their 
Defign was, to make an Example of two Extremes in 
the Female World ; of thoſe who were very ſevere 
on the Conduct of others, and of thoſe who were very 
regardleſs of their own. The firſt Sentence, there- 
fore, the Goddeſs pronounced, was, that all Females 
addicted to Cenſoriouſneſs and Detraction, ſhould 
loſe the Uſe of Speech; a Puniſhment which would 
be moſt grievious to the Offender, and, what ſhould 
de the End of all Puniſhments, effectual for rooting 
out the Crime. Upon this Edit, which was as 
ſoon executed as publiſhed, the Noiſe of this Aﬀſem- 
bly very conſiderably abated. It was a melancholy 
SpeRacle to ſee ſo many who had the Reputation of 
rigid Virtue ſiruck dumb. A Lady who ſtood by me, 
and faw my Concern, told me, ſhe wondered how [ 
could be concerned for fuch a Pack of —. I 
found by the ſhaking of her Head, ſhe was going to 
give me their Characters; but by her ſaying no more, 
I perceived ſhe had loſt the Command of her Tongue. 
This Calamity fell very heavy upon that Part of Wo- 
men who arè diſtinguiſhed by the name of Prudes, a 
courtly Word for Female 14 — who have a 
ſhort way of being Virtuous, by ſhewing that others 
are vicious. The ſecond Sentence was then pro- 
| nounced 
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nounced againſt the looſe Part of the Sex, that all 
ſhould immediately be pregnant, who in any Part of 
their Life had run the Hazard of it. This produced 
a very goodly Appearance, and revealed fo many 
Miſconducts, that made thoſe who were lately ruck 
dumb, repine more than ever at their Want of Utter- 
ance ; though at the fame Time (as Afflictions ſeldom 
come fingle) many of the mutes were alſo ſeized with 
this new Calamity. The Ladies were now in ſuch a 
Condition, that they would have wanted Room, had 
not the Plain been large enough to let them divide 
their Ground and extend their Lines on all Sides. 
It was a ſenſible Affliction to me, to fee fuch a Mul- 
titude of Fair Ones, either dumb or big bellied. But 
I was ſomething more at Eaſe, when I found that they 
agreed upon. ſeveral Regulations to cover ſuch Mis- 
fortunes. Among others, that it ſhould be an eſta- 
bliſhed Maxim in all Nations, that a Woman's firſt 
Child might come into the World within ſix Months 
after the Acquaintance with her Huſband ; and that 
Grief might retard the Birth of her laſt till fourteen 
Months after his Deceaſe. 
This Viſion laſted till my uſual Hour of waking, 
which I did with ſome Surprize to find myſelf 
alone, after having been engaged almoſt a whole 
_ in ſo prodigious a Multitude, I could not but 

reflect with Wonder, at the Partiality and Extrava- 
rue of my Viſion; which according to my Thought 

ad not done Juſtice to the Sex. It Virtue in Men 
is more venerable, it is in Women more lovely; 
which Milton has very finely expreſſed in his Paradiſe 
Loſt, where Adam ſpeaking of Eve, after having exert- 
ed his own Pre-eminence, as being firſt in Creation 
and internal Faculties, breaks out into the followjng 
Rapture : 


| vet when 1 . wy 
Her Lovelineſs, fo abſolute ſhe ſeems, | 
| L And 
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And in herſelf compleat, ſo well to know 
Her own, that what ſhe wills to do or ſay, 
Seems wiſeſt, virtuouſeſt, diſcreeteſt, beſt : 


All higher Knowledge in her Preſence falls 

Degraded. Wiſdom in Diſcourſe with her 

Loſes, dicountenanc'd, and like Folly ſhews. 

Authority and Reaſon on her wait, 

As one intended firſt, not after made 

Occafionally : And to confummate all, 
Greatneſs of Mind and Nobleneſs, their Seat 
Build in her lovelieſt, and create an Awe 
About her, as a Guard angelic plac'd. 


— — 
— 


No Life pleafing to GOD, that is not uſeful to Man. 
An Faſtern STORY. 


Thus Cod and Nature lind the gew'ral Frame, 
And bade Self-love and Social be the ſame. 


Porz. 


T ſed the mighty Sovereign Abbas Caraſcan, 
I ® op ＋ the King, of the Earth derive Honor 
and Dominion, to ſet Mirza his Servant over the 
Province of Tauris. In the Hand of Mirza, the Ba- 
lance of Diftribution was ſplendid with Impartiality ; 
and under his Adminiſtration the Weak were protect- 
ed, the Learned received Honor, and the Diligent be- 
came rich: Mirza, 1 hae may by. every 
Eye with Complacency, and ev ongue pronouric- 
ed Bleſſings on his Head. But 1. was ed that 
he derived no Joys from the Benefits which he dif- 
fuſed ; he became penfive and melancholy; he ſpent 
his Leiſure in Solitude; in his Palace he ſat motion- 
leſs upon a Sofa; and when he went out, his Walk 
was flow, and his Eyes were fixed upon the Ground : 
He applied te the eſs of State with Reluctance; 


- 


of which he could no 
8 


nger enjoy the Reward. 


He 
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and reſolved to 2 the Toils of Government, 
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He therefore obtained Permiſſion to approach the 
Throne of his Sovereign ; and being aſked what was 
his Requeſt, he made this Reply, May the Lord 
of the World forgive the Slave whom he has honoured, 
if Mirza preſume again to lay the Bounty of Abbas at 
his Feet. Thou haſt given me the Dominion of a 
Country, fruitful as the Gardens of Damaſcus : and of 
a City, glorious above all others, except that only 
which reflects the Splendor of thy Preſence. But the 
longeſt Life is a Period ſcarcely ſufficient to prepare for 
Death: All other Buſineſs is vain and trivial, as 
the Toil of Emmets in the Path of the Traveller, 
under whoſe Foot they periſh for ever; and all 
8 is unſubſtantial and evaneſcent, as the 
Colours of the Bow that appear in the Interval of 
a Storm. Suffer me, therefore, to prepare for the 
Approach of Eternity ; let me give up my Soul to 
Meditation ; let Solitude and Silence acquaint me 
with the Myſteries of Devotion; let me forget the 
World, and by the World be forgotten, till the 
Moment arrives in which the Veil of Eternity ſhall 
fall, and I ſhall be found at the Bar of the Almighty.” 
— then bowed himſelf to the Earth, and ſtood 

ent. | 

By the Command of Abbas it is recorded, that at 
theſe Words he trembled upon that Throne, at the 
Footſtool of which the World pays Homage: He 
looked round upon his Nobles ; but every Counte- 
nance was pale, and every Eye was upon the Earth. 
No Man opened his Mouth ; and the King firſt broke 
Silence, after it had continued an Hour. 

„Mirza, Terror and Doubt are come upon me: 
I am alarmed, as a Man who fuddenly perceives that 
he is near the Brink of a, Precipice, and is urged 
forward by an irreſiſtible Force; but yet I know 
not whether my Danger is a Reality or a Dream. 
I am as thou art, a Reptile on the Earth ; my Life 
is a Moment; and Eternity, in which Days, and 
Years, and Ages, are Nothing, Eternity is before * 
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for which I alfo ſhould prepare: But by whom then 
_ muſt the Faithful be governed? By thoſe only, who 
have no Fear of Judgment? By thoſe alone whoſe 
Life is brutal, becauſe, like Brutes, they do not con- 
ſider that they ſhall die? Or who, indeed, are the 
Faithful ? Are the buſy Multitudes that croud the 
City, in a State of Perdition? and is the Cell of the 
Derviſe alone the Gate of Paradiſe? To all, the Life 
ofa Derviſe is not poſſible: To all, therefore, it can- 
not be a Duty. Depart to the Houſe which has in 
the City been prepared for thy Refidence ; I ſhall me- 
ditate the Reaſon of thy Requeſt; and may he who 
illumes the Mind of the Humble, enable me to deter- 
mine with Wiſdom !” 


Mirza departed ; and on the third Day, having re- 
_ ceived no ommands, he again requeſted an Audience, 
and it was granted. anon he entered the Royal 


Preſence, his Countenance zxred more chearful ; he 
drew a. Letter from his , and having kiſſed it, 
he preſented it with his Right-hand. 


«© My Lord, ſaid he, I have learned by this Letter, 
which I received from Cofrou the Iman, who now 
ſtands before thee, in what Manner Life may be beſt 

roved. I am enabled to look back with Pleafure, 
forward with Hope; and I ſhall now re ice ſtill 
to be the Shadow of thy Power at Tauris, and to keep 
thoſe Honours which I fo lately wiſhed to reſign.” — 
The King, who had liſtened to Mirza, with a Mixture 
of rife and Curioſity, immediately gave the Letter 
ta ou, and commanded that it ſhould be read. 
The of the Court were at once turned on the 
hoary Sage, whoſe Countenance was ſuffuſed with an 


honeſt Bluſh ; and it was not without ſome Heſitation 
that he read theſe Words : 


© To Mirza, whom the Wiſdom of Abbas our 
hey Lord has honoured with Dominion, be ever- 
Health! When I heard thy Purpoſe to with- 


draw 


. * 8 „ a 2 Ps "_ 
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draw the Bleſſings of thy Government from the 
Thoufands of  Tauris, my Heart was wounded with 
the Arrow of Affliction, and my Eyes became dim 
with Sorrow. But who ſhall ſpeak before the 
King, when he is troubled ? And who ſhall boaſt 
of Knowledge, when he is diſtreſſed by Doubt ? 
To thee I will relate the Events of my ' Youth, 
which thou haſt renewed before me; and thole 
Truths which they taught me, may the Prophet 
multiply to thee. | | 
Pager the Inſtruction of the Phyſician Aluazer, 
I obtained an early Knowledge of this Art. To thoſe 
who were ſmitten with Diteafes, I could adminiſter 
Plants, which the Sun had impregnated with the 
Spirit of Health. But the Scenes of Pain, Langour, 
and Mortality, which were perpetually riſing before 
me, made me often tremble for myſelf. I taw the 
Grave open at my Feet: I determined, therefore, to 
contemplate only the Regions beyond it, and to de- 
ſpiſe every Acquiſition which I could not keep. I 
conceived an Opinion, that as there was no Merit 


but a voluntary Poverty, and ſilent Meditation, thoſe 


who defired Money, were net proper Objects of 
Bounty ; therefore Money was deſpiſed. I buried 
mine in the Earth ; and renouncing Society, I 
wandered into a wild and Sequeſtered Part of the 
Country; my Dwelling was a Cave by the Side of 
a Hill; I drank the running Water from the Spring. 
and eat ſuch Fruits and Herbs as I could find. To 
increaſe the Auſterity of my Life, 1 frequentiy 
watched all Night, Sting at the Entrance of the 
Cave with my Face to the Eiſt, reſigning myſelf to 
the ſecret Influences of the Prophet, and expecting 
Illumination from above. One Morning, after my 
nocturnal Vigil, juſt as I perceived the Horizon glow 


at the Approach of the Sun, the Power of Sleep be- 


came irreſiſtible, and I ſunk under it. I imagined 
myſelf ſtill fitting at the Entrance of my Cell; that 
the Dawn increaſed, and that as I looked earneſtly * 

| the 
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the firſt Beam of Day, a dark Spot appeared to 
intercept it. I perceived that it was in Motion ; it 
increaſed in Size as it drew near, and at length I 
diſcovered it to be an Eagle. I ſtill kept my Eye 
fixed ſteadfaſtly upon it, and faw it alight at a 
{mall Diſtance, where I now deſcried a Fox, whole 
two Fore-legs appeared to be broken. Betore 
this Fox the Eagle laid part of a Kid, which it 
had brought in its Talons, and then diſappeared. 
When | awaked, I laid my Fore-head upon the 
Ground, and bleſſed the Prophet for the Inſtruction 
ofthe Morning. I reviewed my Dream, and ſaid thus to 
myſelf, ** Coſrou, thou haſt done well to renounce the 
Tumult, the Bufinefs, and the Vanities of Life; but 
thou haſt as yet only done it in Part: Thou art ſtill 
every Day buſied in the Search of Food; thy Mind is 
not wholly at Reſt, neither is thy Truſt in Providence 
complete. What art thou taught by this Viſton ? If 
thou haſt ſeen an Eagle commiſſioned by Heaven to 
feed a Fox that is lame, ſhall not the Hand of Heaven 
alſo fupply thee with Food ; when that which pre- 
vents thee from procuring it to thyſelf, is not Ne- 
ceſſity, but Devotion? I was now ſo confident of a 
miraculous Supply, that I negletted to walk out for 
my Repaſt, which, after the firſt Day. J expected with 
an Impatience that left me little Power of attending 
to any other Object: This Impatience, however, | 
laboured to ſuppreſs, and perſiſted in my Reſolution ; 
but my Eyes at length began to fail me, and my 
Knees {mote each other; I threw myſelf backward, 
and hoped my Weakneſs would foon increaſe to In- 
ſenfibility. But I was ſuddenly rouſed by the Voice 
of an Inviſible Being, who pronounced theſe Words: 
„ Cofrou, I am the Angel, who by the Command of 
the Almighty, have regiſtered the Thoughts of thy 
Heart, which I am now commiſſioned to reprove. 
Whilſt thou waſt attempting to become wiſe above 
that which is revealed, thy Folly has perverted the 
Inſtructions which were vouchſafed to thee. Art —— 
| liable 
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diſabled as the Fox? Haſt thou not rather the Power 
of the Eagle. Ariſe, let the Eagle be the Object of 
thy Emulation. To Pain and Sickneſs be thou 
again the Meſſenger of Eaſe and Health. Virtue is 
not Reſt, but Action. If thou doſt Good to Man, as 
an Evidence of thy Love te God, thy Virtue will be 
| exalted from moral to divine; and that Happineſs, 
| which is the Pledge of Paradiſe, will be thy Reward 
upon Earth.” | 
At theſe Words I was not leſs aſtoniſhed than 
if a Mountain had been overturned at my Feet. I 
Humbled myſelf in the Duſt ; I returned to the City; 
I dug up my Treaſure; 1 was liberal, yet I became 

rich. My Skill in reſtoring Health to the Body, 
gave me frequent thy joe png of curing the Diſ- 
eaſes of the Soul. ut on the ſacred Veſtments ; 
I grew eminent beyond my Merit; and it was the 
Pleafure of the King that I ſhould ſtand before 
him. Now, therefore, be not offended; I boaſt 
of no Knowledge that I have not received: As 
the Sands of the Deſart drink up the Drops of 
Rain, or the Dew of the Morning, ſo do I alfo, 
who am but Duſt, imbibe the Inſtructions of the 
Prophet. Believe, then, that it is he who tells thee, 
all Knowledge is prophane which terminates in thy- 
ſelf; and by a Lite waſted in Speculation, little even 
of this can be gained. When the Gates of Paradiſe 
are thrown open before thee, thy Mind ſhall be irra- 
diated in a Moment; here thou canſt little more than 
pile Error upon Error; there thou ſhalt build Truth 
upon Truth. Wait, therefore, for the glorious Viſion; 
and in the mean Time emulate the Eagle. Much is 
in thy Power; and, therefore, much is expected of 
thee. Though the Almighty only can give Virtue; 
et, as a Prince, thou mayeſt 1 thoſe to 
Dance, who a& from no higher Motive than 
immediate Intereſt ; thou canſt not produce the Prin- 
ciple, but mayeſt enforce the Practice. The Relief 
of i the Poor is equal, whether they receive * from 
tenta- 
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Oſtentation or Charity; and the Effet of Example is 
the fame, whether it be intended to obtain the 

Favour of God or Man. Let thy Virtue be thus 
diſſuſed; and if thou believeſt with Reverence, thou 


ſhalt be ed above. Farewell. - May the Smile of 
Him who reſides in the Heaven of Heavens be upon 


. thee! And againſt thy Name in the Volume of His 
Will, may Happineſs be written!“ | Wy 
The King, whoſe Doubts, like thoſe of Mirza, 

were now removed, looked up with a Smile that 

communicated the Joy of his Mind. He difmiſſed 
the Prince to his Government : and commanded thoſe 

Events to be recorded, to the End that Poſterity may 

know, That no Life is pleating to God, but that 

which is uſeful to Mankind!” * 


Tie JUDGMENT of COMMON SENSE. 
A Vis1ow. "mh 


No Glaſs or Colouring will avail, | | 
But Truth and Juſtice here prevail. R. 


I WAS the other Day buried in the deepeſt Contem- 
L plation, on reading that Paper of the Guardian, 
in which we are prefented with a View of that im- 
— Court of Juſtice in the infernal Regions where 
ankind (according to the ancient Mythology] are 
ſuppoſed to be dealt with in Proportion to their good 
or evil Actions while on Earth: In the Midſt of this 
Reverie, I was ſeized with a profound Sleep, when 
methought I was in that Part of the lower Regions I 
had been reading of. The great Hurry and Fatigue of 
Buſineſs, made Minos (who then fat as Judge) to be 
deſirous of ſome Reſpite; for which Reaſon he left 
Common Senſe, lately arrived from the upper World, 

to officiate in his Room. 5 
The firſt who r before this new Subſtitute 
of Minos, was a Figure that approached with an eaſy 
7 Aſſurance 
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Aſſurance in his Countenance; he ſmiled on the 
Court with a ſeeming Complacency, and laid Claim 
to Elyſium, from the many generous and friendly 
Actions of his Life. No public Subſcription was at- 
— but he was among the firſt to encourage it ; 
no Acquaintance- in Diſtreſs, but he contributed to 
their Relief: In ſhort, he was looked upon, while 
on Earth, as a humane, generous Man, beloved by 
his Neighbours, and eſteemed by his acquaint- 
ances ;—but on further Examination it was proved, 
that this very Perſon was mean enough to become 
Slave toa Party for a Penſion; that, though ſeeming- 
ly humane to Individuals, he was a Betrayer and 
Ruiner of his Country's Intereſt, and that his ſeeming 
Virtues proceeded not from any goodneſs of Heart, 
but an Oſtentation, to keep up the empty Shew of 
conſequential Grandeur; on which Common Sen e, 
with a Look of Severity, telling him, that of all Cruel- 
ty, that towards the Public was the moſt unpardon- 
able, nodded towards a black Officer on the Left to 
take him into Cuitody ; which was no ſooner done, 
than another Ghoſt was brought forward, who amazed 
the whole Court with his unaccountable indolent Be- 
haviour. When aſked to what Purpoſe he had lived 
fifty-three Years and ſome odd Months; in the moſt 
careleſs pick-tooth Manner, with his Eyes half ſhut, 
he replied, None: And being told that was not a 
ſatisfactory Aniwer, he retorted with a Gape, —Per- 
haps ſo. In a Word, he was found to be fuch © one 
as Prior deſcribes: Ns” 


He foundly flept the Night away, 
And juſt did Nothing all the Day. 


This pretty Gentleman being informed that In- 
dolence was not the Road to EHhfum, was ordered 
to ralt off to the Left. To him fucceeded a firſt 
Miniſter of State: But it being proved on his Trial, 

hat Nature had 2 him for a Juggler, and 
N that 
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that he had by Miſtake been forced to animate the 
wrong Body, he was remanded back again to Earth, 
to ſhine in his proper Sphere. I was buried in 
Thought for ſome Time at what 1 faw, when I awaked 
out of my Reverie, at the Appearance of 2 Ghaſt, 
with a Counteuance, who, on being alked 
what Sort of a Life he had led, anfwered, 2 very 
harmleſs one ; that from. the Moment he had come 
angie ie. end her ie tot RS 
r; and that ne a conieq 
been a great Friend to his Country by * — the 
Exciſe; and as it was his Fortune to be taken off 
in a drunken Fit, he humbly hoped he might be 
ranked among thoſe who died in the Service of their 


. — 


{candal- 


happened to arrive the ſame Time, informed 
Common Senſe that ſhe had an unblemiſhed Charac- 
ter, and was univerſally eſteemed for her Good- 
nature and Senſe, till unfortunately ſhe had given 
Credit to the Proteſtations of a young Gentleman, 


* 
0 


zled to 


Manner to make 


7 


5 Figure, 
preſſed forward with an eaſy Fe tom m her Air, 


he to a Harlequin, who ente 
Tricks, to the 9 — as he expected, 
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_ dulity, end that the Villain who betrayed her was 
EA to anfwer for the Crime, ordered the 


r of Flyjum to take her into his Protection; 


which he had no fooner done, than ferrow fled away, 


her Bloom returned, and Modeſty and Lovelineſs 
ſhone with the moſt becoming Sweetneſs. Upon fee- 
ing this, 2 whole Shoal of Coquettes flocked to their 
Trials, not doubting to meet with the ſame 
Fortume; but their Gambols had no other Eff 
Common 'Senfe, than to haſten their filing off to the 
Left. As for Fops, Methodiſts, Janſeniſts, Hum- 
buggers, and others of the ſame Species, as they were 
known Enemies to Common Sn, their Trials were 


deferred till the Return of Minos, left Juſtice from 


him might ſeem partial. What ſeemed to me remark- 
2ble was, that Common Senſe often miſtook Methodiſts 
for Janſeniſts, and Janſeniſts for Methodiſts; fo 
— ſeemed to him the Reſemblance * thoie 


x made for a Lady as 


that beſpoke her uſed to the beſt of Company. The 
Queftion being put, ſhe declared ſhe had led 2 Life 
quite gay — goth That Drums, Routs, Balls, 

igues, 8, Ce. had taken up her whole Time, 
and that in the End ſhe had died a Martyr to her 
Politeneſs, by 2 violent Cold ſhe had gut at a Maf- 
rade. On being demanded what Good ſhe had 
? What Charities beſtowed, &c. e.? What 
Good, what Charities! replied ſhe; theſe are very 
odd Sort of Queſtions; why, my dear, dear Sir, do 
think we fine Ladies can have Time to think of 
Things? No, no, our whole Life is taken 
with the more i t Articles of Cards, Scan 
Drefs, &e. with her, cries Common Senje 
to the Left with her; make Room for her 1545 
" Hey-day, what have w 3 here, continues 

playing his antic 


of 


| 
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of the Spectators: But no ſooner did the Keeper 


of Tartarus ſpy him, than (without waiting for Or- 
ders) he laid his Clutches on him, and poor Eun 


was imrediately dragged from the Bar, amidſt the 
repeated Hilſes of the whole Court. Pray, Frieud, 


lays Common Senſe to the next, why that dejected 


Countenance? | lived thirty-ſeven Years a Farmer, 


(anfwered the Ghoſt) had three Sons and one Daugh- 
ter, by a Wife whom I tenderly loved, as I did my 


poor Children, whoſe Educatiog I was particularly 


careful of, and ſhould have been the happieſt of Man- ; 


kind, had not the Diſtemper among the Cattle, in a 


iew Wecks, daprived me of my whole Stock: My 


Landlord threw me into Priſon tor a Debt he knew it 
was impoſſible for me at that Time to Pay In this 
Situation I did what I could. to ccutribute to the 
Maintenance of my Family, by making Nets, Purſes, 
&c. but it was infuficient, and I died for Want of 
common Neceſſaries.“ Pray take Care of him, cried 


Common Senſe to the Flyſiuin Keeper, and convince him, 


tat the more unfortunate Virtue is in the other World, 


tie greater the Reward here; and though your Chil 
_ dren are deprived of you, they are more particularly 


the Care of a ſuperior Power and better Parent, who 


never fails ſooner or later to reward Goodneſs. The 


Keeper of Elyſium ſmiling, bid him enter the happy 
Portal; telling him he would meet with his Wife there, 


whom, it ſeems, a broken Heart had kindly delivered 


from a troubleſome World about fix Months before. 
The next who mounted was a grave-looking Gen- 
tleman, who no ſooner mentioned his being of the 
facerdotal Order, than Common Senſe cut him ſhort, 


by telling him, it was a Rule of Court, when a Band 
of Caffor s appeared, to have Enquiry made through 
EN 


Wem, if any were in the leaſt indebted to the 
Rersrend Claimant for the Happineſs they enjoyed, 
- | * . : : ; / an 1 


* This was exactly the Caſe of 2 poor Farmer, who died in a 


miſerable Condition in YORK Caſtle, 


and you, Sir, ( 
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and if ſuch Evidence appeared ' im his Behalf, he 


2 8 . not, he was obliged to take 


Road. Upon his Diſmiſſion, appeared 
Hs, who hay N expired. in their 
Vero: no ſooner were they known, thari Common 
— acquzinted the black Officer, that Dueliſts were 
his TY and deſired he would lend them 
their difappearing, 2 gay young 
Fellow was introduced, hallooing and ſhouting with' 
the moſt inipudent Stare, and ſettled Afﬀfurance 
n in his Countenance: Hey-day, "ys . 
Senſe, who have we got here? Pray, good 
— Sir, what may you be? D, old Gentle- 
man, returns the Spark, do you know what a Buck, 
what a Wit is? But I cannot anſwer impertinerit 
Queſtions now: I have kept a long Faſt, 4 — -. 
Can you help me to a freſh Bit of Game? Z—— ? 
} had a few Brother Bucks here, we would foon 
ſhew them we could play, Hell and the Devil as welt 
as the beſt of them below Stairs. Pray, good Mc. 
Buck, cries Common Senſe, move off to the. Left; 
(peaking to the black Officer} let his 
ed when you get him into the 


= 


Buekſhip be we 
dark Regions. | 

Well, Friend, fays Common Senſe to 2 Ghoft, who 
thruſt forward, what may your be to Elyfium ? 
have been, replied the Ghoſt, all my Liſe-time, a 


moſt zealous Churchman, a true orthodox Believer, 


2 ſtaunch Advocate. Look vou, Friend, replies 
Common , we never in this Court enquire into 
the Faith, but into the Aon of thoſe who 8 
before us; . how did you ſpend the bree ear 
you were confined to the upper World? In 8 
my Zeal, replies the Ghoſt, to the True Religion ; by 

reviling, fandering, and perfecuting all 
and forcing into the Pale of the Church all who 
were in the wrong Road to—— Hold, hold, cries 
Common Senſe, you have been in the wrong Road 


_ yourſelf all your LiſeQime ; ; Charity and 0 Bearrolence 


M 3 are 


ſor you? On Examination, 11 
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| are the ſure Guides to Elyſium, as Perſecution and fiery 


Zea]. never fail leading their Followers to Tariarus ; 
raove off, pray, —away with him. | 

The next called up was àa Ghoſt who boaſted much 
of his Ingenuity and ſuperior Talents, and gloried in 
ſeveral Inventious which were of the utmoſt Conſe- 


quence (as he ſaid) to Mankind. I hope, cries Common 


Senje, the World is at preſent reaping the Benefit of 
your Ingenuity. It did white I lived, anſwered the 
Ghoſt ; but as I did not care to publiſh thoſe Secrets 
in my Life-time, they died with me. Wretch, cries 
Common Senſe, to imagine ſupetior Qualifications were 
granted by Heaven, but for the good of the Seciety in 
which they were placed. Wiſe Men are deſigned to 
be Vehicles of Bleſſings from above: Nor are Miſers 
of any Sort ſo deteſtable as thoſe, who through mean, 
felfiſh. Views, bury in Oblivion what might prove a. 
public and laſting Benefit to thew- fellow Creatures: 
Take him away. 
On this Gentleman's Diſappearance, a Ghoſt "il 
vanced, who brought a Copy of his Epitaph (by Way 
of Credentials) with him from the other World, in 
which he was extolled beyond the Skies for a loving 
Huſband, a tender Father, a ſincere Friend, &c. &c. 
which is as much as to fay, cries Common Senſe, that 
you died rich, and your eirs were glad to diſmiſs you: 
with a fulſome — What ſay 41 2 * — 5 


found to have kept a brace of Miſtreſſes, for whole 
Support he had abridged his Wife of the common Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life. This tender Father took fuch Care 
of his Children, that they were. unacquainted with. 
every. Kind of Knowledge, but a few of the faſhionable 
Vices : And as for Friendſhip, though it was a Word 
often in his Mouth, he never knew any ſtrong enough 
to withſtand the leaſt Impulſe of Intereſt : He was 
profuſe to Extrayagance, and yet the greateſt of Miſers 
where Merit in Indigence or Diſtreſs called for his 
— Common Senſe, on this, beckoned to the 


Keeper 


—— —2 —— — — 
— — — EOS 
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Keeper of Tartarus, who without Ceremony, enliſted 
him among his finilter Acquaintance. RO 
The Court about this Tine was interrupted: by a 
Noiſe at a Diſtance, occaſioned by a Diſpute between 
' Charon and a Sailor, who had, unperceived by him, 
| ſlipt into his Boat, and when he landed, refuſed to 
pay the uſual Fare. The blunt Tar, without paying 
much Regard to thoſe he was before, called Charop an 
old Fool, and fwore he had not a drop of Sailar's 
Blood in his whole Carcaſe, or he. would have known 
better than to have aſked a Brother for Paſſage Money: 
That for his Part, it had been his Fortune to be killed 
in a naval Engagement, fighting againſt the Enemies of 
his Country, and had left all above Stairs at Sixes and 
Sevens ; yet that nothing vexed him fo much, as that 
_ a Fellow who wore Trowſers, ſhould have a merce- 
nary Temper. Common Senſe, who knew the Value of 
his blunt Honeſty, ordered him, with a Smile, to veer 
off to the Elyſium Side, to make Way for a Ghoſt . 
who had been born to a good Eltate, but had fooliſh-. 
by ſquandered it away among Paraſites, and ſharpiug 
ameſters, and left behind him a numerous Progeny 
of Beggars. This Wretch was condemned to wear 
long Aﬀes' Ears, a Fool's Coat, and a Rattle with 
Dice; to be the Scoff and Jeſt of all Hell, and in 
ſhort, to be. the moſt Deſpicable among the Damned : 
Nor was this all; for the Sins of his Poſterity, whom, 
he by, his Folly had reduced to the Neceſſity of com- 
mitting many. Crimes, were to be doubly puniſhed in 
him. No ſooner was he taken into Cuſtody, than I. 
was called to the Bar; but my Conſcience. accuſing 
me of a Multitude of unrepented Crimes, threw me 
inta ſuch a Fright, that luckily for me, it put an End 
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CARAZAN' VISION; 0r, SOCIAL * 
and BENEFICENCE „l. 


Gr, the whole World „ an 
3 
Happier, as kinder, is 8 | 

_ £ Keight of Blij5 is Height of Clarity. Popx. 


AZAN, the Merchant of Bagdat, was eminent 
N all the Eaft for his Ayarice and his 


Wealth: Origin is 6bſcure as that of the Speck, 
which by the Colltton of Steef and Adamamt is k 
— of Drkneſs; and the patient Labour of perfever- 


e alone had made him rich. It was remem- 

— that when he was indigerit he was thought 
to be 2 41 and he was ſtill acknowledged to be 
inte xib Y. — But whether in his Dealings with 
Men he diſcovered a Perfidy which tempted him to put 
his Fruſt in Gold; or #hether in Propottion as he 
accunmlated Wealth, he diſcob ered is own Importance 
Incteaſe, Caraꝛan prized it more as he ufet it leis: 
eradually loſt the Inclimation to do good, as he 
acquired the Power ; and as the Hand of Time 
ſcattered Snow upon his Head, the freezing Inflaence 
1 — Cara un ned 

0 Was nerer ope 

Hey, not his Farid by Compaſſion, yet 
tothe Moſque at the ſtated 
| all the Rites of 
2 moſt lous Punctuality, and 
beg His Vows at the Temple of the Pro- | 
That Devotion which from. the Love 
ind nectfarily int the Love of Man, 

as it connects Gratitude with Beneficetrce,- and 
exalts that which was mortal to divine, confers new . 
Dignity upon Goodneſs, and is the Object not only 
of Affection but Reverence. On the contrary, the 
Devotion of the ſelfiſh, whether it be thought to 


avert the Puniſhment which every one wiſhes to be 
* inflicted 


— —— — 
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inflicted, or to infure it by the Complication of Hy- 
pocriſy with. Guilt, never fails to excite Indigna- 
tion and Abhorrence.' Carazan, therefore, when he 
had locked his Door, and, turning round with a Look 
of circumſpective Suſpicion, proceeded to the Moſque, 
was followed by every Eye withfilent Malignity ; the 
Poor ſuſpended their plications when he paſſed 
by ; though he was known by every Man, yet no 
Man ſaluted him. | 
Such had been the J 


— — 


long Life of Carazan, and 
ſuch was the Character which he had acquired, 
when Notice was given dy Prochamation, that he 
was removed to a magnificent Building in the Center 
of the City; that his Table ſhould be ſpread for 
the Hungry, and that the Stranger ſhould be wel- 
come to his Bed. The Multitude ſoon ruſhed like 
a Torrent to his Door, where they beheld hin diſtri- 
buting Bread to the Hungry, and Apparel. to the. 
Naked, his Eye ſoftened with Compaſſion, and his 
Cheek glowing with Delight. Every one gazed with 
Aſoniſhment at the Prodigy; and the Murmur of.. 
innumerable Voices increating. like the . found of ap- 
Peng. Thunder, Carazan. beckoned with. his 
nd; Attention ſuſpended the Tumult in a Mo- 
ment; and he thus gratified the Curioſity which 
procured him Audience. JET 
To. him. who touches the Mountains and they 
ſmoke, the Almighty and the moſt Merciful, be eyer-- 
laſting Honour! He hath ordained Sleep to be 
the Miniſter of Inſtruction, as his Viſion hath re- 
proved me in the Night. As I was fitting alone in 
my Haram; with my Lamp burning before me, com - 
ting the Product of my Merchandize, and exulting 
in the increaſe of my Wealth, | fell into a deep 
Sleep, and the Hand of him who dwells in the third 
Heaven was upon me. I beheld the Angel of Death 
coming forward like a Whirlwind, and he ſmote me 
before I could depricate the Blow. At the fame 
Moment | found myſelf lifted from the Ground, ao 
. ö 1 | trani- 


— — 
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tranſported with aftoniſhing Rapidity through the 
Regions of the Air. The Earth — — to an 
Atom between; and the Stars glowed round me with 
a Luflire that obſcured the Sun. The Gate of Para- 
diſe was now in Sight; and I was intercepted 4 
fudden Brightneſs which no human Eye could be- 
hold; The irrevocable Sentence was now to be 
nounced ; Day of Probation was , and 
rom the Evil of my Life nothing could be taken 
away, nor could any 0 
When Freftefted that my for Eternity was caſt, 
which not all the Powers of Nature could reverſe, my 
Confidence totally forſook me; and while I flood 
trembling and filent, covered with Confuſton and 
_ chilled with Horror, I was thus addreſſed by the 
Radiance. that flamed before me. 


66 ; 


on the Fooliſh and the Vicious, where fhalY the Sun 
his Light, or the Clouds diſtill their Dew ? 


ſhall the Li bring breathe Fragrance, 


er Society of all Beings, | 
fhalt thou be driven; Solitude ſhall protect the hnger- 


mg Hours of Eternity, and Darknefs aggravate the 


ed to the Good. 


Ss 4 ö A Att. tn tc i. Safi 
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| dreadful Solitude to which I was condemned, have 
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At this Moment I was driven by ſome ſecret and 
irreſiſtible Power, through the glowing Syſtem of 
Creation, and paſſed innumerable Wo in a Mo- 
ment. As I approached the Verge of Nature, I per- 
ceived the Shadows of total and boundleſs Vacuity 
deepen before me, a dreadful Region of eternal Si- 
lence, Solitude and Darkneſs! Unutterable Horror 
ſeized me at the Proſpect, and this Exclamation burſt 
from me with all the Vehemence of Deſire. Ok, that 
I had been doomed for ever to the common Receptacle of 
Impengtence and Guilt! There Society would have alle- 
viated the Torment of Deſpair, and the Rage of Fire could 
not have excluded the Comfort of Light. Or, if I had 
been condemned to reſide on a Comet, that would return 
but once in a Thouſand Years to dhe Regions of Light and 
Life ; the Hope of theſe Periods, however diſtant, would 
cheer me in the dreary Interval of Cold and Darkneſs, and 
the FViciſuuude would divide Eternity into Time, While 
this Thought paſſed over my Mind, I loſt Sight of the 
remoteſt Star, and the laſt Glimmering of Licht was 
uenched into utter Darkneſs. The Agonies of De- 
{pair encreaſed every Moment, as every Moment aug- 
mented my Diſtance from the laſt habitable World. 
I reflected with intollerable Anguiſh, that when Ten 
Thoufand Thouſand Years had carried me beyond the 
Reach of all but that Power who fills Infinitude, I 
ſhould ſtill look forward into an immenſe Abyls of 
Darkneſs, through which I ſhould ftill drive with- 
out Succour, and without Society, farther and further 
ſtill, for ever and ever. I then ſtretched out my 
Hands towards the Regions of Exiſtence, with an 
Emotion that awaked me. Thus have I been taught 
to eſtimate Society, like every other Bleſſing, by its 
Lols. My Heart is warmed to Liberality ; and 1 am 
zealous to communicate the Happinels which I icel, 
to thaſe from whom it is derived; for the Society 
of one Wretch, whom in the Pride of Proſperity | 
would have ſpurned from my Door, would, in the 


been 
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been more highly prized than the Gold of Afric, or 
the Gems of Golcondg. | | 
At this Reflection upon his Dream, Carazan became 
_fddenly ſilent, and looked upwards in an Extafy of 

Gratitade and Devotion. The Multitude was ſtruck 
at once with the Precept and the Example; and the 
'Caliph, to whom the Event was related, that he might 
be liberal. beyond the Power of Gold, commanded it 
to be recorded for the Benefit of Poſterity. 


7" 
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On CREATION and the ANIMAL WORLD. | 


| Range where you pleaſe, in Water, Earth and Air; 
God is in ev'ry Thing, and ev'ry where. R. 


"HOUGH there is a great deal of Pleaſure in 
. contemplating the material World, by which 
1 mean that Syſtem of Bodies into which Nature has 
fo curiouſly wrought the Maſs of dead Matter, with " 
the feveral Relations which thoſe Bodies bear to one 
another; there is ſtill, methinks, ſomething more 
wonderful and ſurpriſing in Contemplations on the 
World of Lite, by vchich I mean all thoſe Animals 
with witich every Part of the Univerſe is furniſhed. | 
The materi-i World is only the Shell of the Uni- 
verſe : The World of Life is its Inhabitants. 

If we conſider thoſe Parts of the material World 
which lie the reareſt to us, and are therefore fub- 
jet to our Obſervations and Enquiries, it is amazing 
to conlider the Infinity of Animals with which it is 
ſtocked. Every Part of Matter is Peopled ; Every 
green Leaf ſwarms with Inhabitants. There is 
ſcarce a fingle Humour in the Body of Man, or of 
any other Animal, in which our Glafles do not diſ- 
cover Myriads of living Creatures. The Surface of 
Animals is allo covered with other Animals, which 
are in the ſame Manner the Baits of other Animals, 
| that 
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that live upon them ; nay, we find in the moſt folid 
Bodies, as in Marble itfelf, innumerable Cells and 
Cavities that are crowded with fuch imperceptible 
Inhabitants, as are too little for the naked Eye to dit- 
cover. On the other Hand, if we look into the more 
bulky Parts of Nature, we fee the Seas, Lakes, and 
Rivers teeming with numberleſs Kinds of living Crea- 
tures: We find every Mountain and Marſh, Wilder- 
neſs and Wood, plentifully ſtocked with Birds and 
Beaſts, and every Part of Matter affording proper Ne- 
ceſſaries and Conveniences for the Livelihood of 
Multitudes which inhabit it. 

The Author of the Plurality of Worlds draws à very 
good Argument from this Conſideration for the 
Peopling of every Planet; as indeed it ſeems very 
— from the Analogy of Reaſon, that it no 
bart of Matter, which we afe acquainted with, lies 
waſte and uſeleſs, thoſe great Bodies which are at ſuch 
a Diftance from us, ſhould not be defart and un- 
peopled, but rather that they ſhould be furniſhed 
with Beings adapted to their reſpective Situations. 

Exiſtence is a Blefling to thoſe Beings only which 
are endowed with Perception, and is in a Manner 
thrown away upon dead Malter, any tarther than 
as it is fubfervient to Beings which are conſcious of 
their Exiſtence. Accordingly we find, tromthe Bodies 
which lie under cur Obtervation, that Matter is oily; 
made as the Batis and Support of Animais ; and ths! 
there is no more of the one, thai what is neceilary to 


the Exiltence of the other. 


Infinite Goodnetis is of fo communicative a Nature, 
that it ſeems to delight in the conſerring of Exiſtence 
upon every Degree of perceptive Beings. As this is a 
Speculation which I have often purſued with great 
Pleaſure to myſelf, I ſhall eulurge further upon it, by 
conſidering that Part of the Scale of Beings which 
come within our Knowledge, | 

There are ſome living Creatures which are raiſed 
but juſt above dead Matter. To mention only that 

| N _ Species 


—— — — —— — —j — — 


146 Tie PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 


Species of Shell-fiſh, which are formed im the Faſhion. 


of a Cone, that grow to-the Surface of ſeveral Rocks, 


and immediately. Lie upon their being ſevered from 
the Place where 


Creatures but one Remove from theſe, which have 
no other Senſe beſides that: of Feeling and Taſte. 
Others have ſtill an additional one of Hearing ; N 
others of Smell, and others of Sight. It is wonder- 
tut to obſerve, by what a gradual Progreſs the World 
of Life advances through a prodigiuus Variety” of 
Species, before a Creature is formed that 15 complete 
in all its Senſes; and even among-{theſe there is 
fuch à different a of Peifettion. in the Senſe 
which one Animal en ax Ay oc what appears in 
another, that thou oh the Senſe in different Animals 
be diſtinguiſhed by the fame common Denominations, 
it feems almoſt of a different Nature. If aſter this 
we look into the ſeveral inward. Perfe&ions of Cun- 
ning and Sagacity, or what we generally call Inſtinct, 
we find them riſing after the fame Manner, impercep- 
tibly one above another, and receiving additional Im- 
ovements according to the Species in which they are 
implanted. This Progrefs in Nature. is fo. very-gra- 
dual, that the moſt perfect of an inferior Species. comes 
very near to the moſt imperiect of that which is ini- 


mediately above it. 
The exuberant and overflowing Goodneſs af the 
Supreme Being, whoſe extends to all his 


Works, is plainly ſeen, as 1 have before hinted, 
from his having made fo very little Matter, at leaſt 
what falls within our Knowledge, that does not 
fwarm with Life: Nor is his Goodneſs leſs feen in 
the Diverfity „ than-in the Multitude of living: Crea- 
tures. he only made one Species ot Anima. 
— the Reſt would have enjoyed the Happine!s 
of Exiſtetice ; he Hag, therefore, ſpecified in; his. rea- 
tion eve Degree of Life, every: Capacity of Beings. 


The ho e Chafm'of. Nature, from a Plant to 2 Man, 


is filled wp" with diverfe Kinds of Creatures, riſing 


one 


grew. There are many other 


S: 


\ 


F 


it ſtill proceeds gradually 


whoſe Blodd is cold 25 — and their Fleſh. ſo like 
heh | 2 
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one over another, by ſuch a gentle and eafy Aſcent, 
that the little Tranſitions and Dexjabions. from one 


Species to another, are almoſt iuſenfibe. This inter- 


mediate Space is fo well hutbanded and managed, that 
there is ſcarce a Degree of Perception which does not 
appear in ſome one Part: of the World of Life. Is 
the Goodneſs or. Wiſdom of. the Divine Being, more 
manifeſted i in this his proceeding 5 
There is a Conſequence, bees thoſe I have al- 
ready mentioned, which ſeems very naturally dedu- 
cible from the Conſiderations. If the Scale 
of Being riſes by-tuch à regular Progreſs ſo. high as 
Man, we may, by @ Parit "of Reaſon, ſuppoſe that 
thoſe Beings which 
are of a ſuperior Nature to him; fince there is an 


_ infinitely greater Space and Room for different De- 


grees of Perfection between the Supreme Being and 
Man, than between Man and the moſt deſpicable 
Infet. This Conſequence of ſo great a Variety of 
Beings which are ſuperior to us, from that Vanety | 
which is inferior to us, is made by Mr. Locke, in a 
Paffage which I ſhall here ſet down, after having pre- 
miſed, that notwithſtanding there is ſuch infinite 
Room between Man and his Maker for the creative 
Power to exert-itfelf in, it is impoſſible that it ſhould 
ever be filled up, fince there will be flill an infinite 


Gap or Diſtance between the highelt created Being, 


and the Power which produced them. 

That there ſhould be more Specics of intelligent 
Creatures above us, than there are. of ſenſible and 
material below us, is probable to me from hence, 
That in all the vifible  corporeal World, we ſee no 
Chaſms, or no Gaps. All quite-down from us, che 


— — — = Steps, and a continued Series of 


Remove diffets very little one 


| — a — 1 There are Fiſhes that have Wings, 
and are no Strangers to: the airy Region: And there 


are ſome Birds, that are Inhabitants of the. Water, 


in 


1 
| 

[ 

z 


of Creatures ſhould alſo, by gentle L 


Which if it 
be perſuaded, that there are far more "Species of 


in a Degree of Perfeftion much more remote from 
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in Taſte that ſhe 068 are ,allewed them on 
Fiſh-. Days. , Thi bo near £59 both 


to: Birds aud . a they e.in iddle 
between both; ien en b Kak e Lene 


trial and Aquatic ether: Seals ws at Land = at 
Sea, aud ue eter: 4 5 Blood and Entrails 
of a Hog; not to mention whit is co: 7 
reported of Mermaids, or Sea-men. There are ſome 
Brutes, that Teami to havens much Rno Aud 
Neuſott, as ſome that are eplleg Md and the; Ami- 
mal and Vegetable Kingdoms 2 near e 
that if you will take the Sl 4 the one, and the 
higheſt of the other, there will — de perczived 
any great Difference between themi And fo on 
until we come to the loweſt and the moſt inorganical 
Parts of Matter, we ſhalt find every where that the 
ſeveral Species are linked. together, and diſier but in 
almoſt inſenfible De 
the infinite Power and Wiſdom of the Maker, we have 
Reaſon to think, that it is fuitable to the 2 
Harmony of the Univerſe, and the great Defign 
infinite 8 of the Architect, that the Thr 


upwards from us towards his infinite — 
we ſee they gradually deſcend from us downwards: 
probable, we have. Reaſon then to 


- ” 


Creatures above us, than there are beneath; we being 


the infinite Bei 
loweſt State of 


of God, than we are from the 
ing, and that which approaches 


neareſt to nothing. And yet. of. all . thoſe diſtin 
Species, we have no clear, diſtin Ideas.” 


In this Syltem of Being, there is no VN fo 
wonderful. i in its Nature, and which ſo muck deſerves 
our rtiitular Attention, a8 Man, who fills up the 


us pace between the Animal and the intellectual 


Nature, the viſible, and inviſible World, and is that 
Tin, in the Chain af Beings, which has been often 


1b ; a 


-- 


ces. And when we conſider | 
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termed the Nexus utriuſque' Nd. ot Sd that 'he! wlio 
in one Reſpect is aſſociated with Angels and Arth- 
angels, may look upon a Being of 'irifinite Perfection 
as his Father, and the higheſt Order of Spirits as his 
Brethren ; may in another Refpe& fay to Cortuß lion, 
thou art my Father ; and to the Worm, * thou art my Mother 


and my Siſter. 6 ARE 5 


— — * I re.” 


On the DEITY, and the wonderfut FRAME of 
HUMAN art ANIMAL BODIES. : 
wg 2 — Baker be h 5 


Laſt, he made Man, th' Hurizon 'twixt both Kinn, 
Ir vm we do the World's Abridgement ſec, Davis. 


HOS E who were ſkilled in Anatomy among 
the Antjents, concluded, from the outward 
and inward Make of a human Body, that it was the 
Work of a Being tranſcendently wiſe and powerful. 
As the World grew more enlightened in this Art, 
their Diſcoveries gave them freſh Opportunities of 
admiring the Conduct of Providence in the Ferma- 
tion of a human Body. Galen was converted by his 
Diffections ; and could not but own a Supreme Being 
upon a Survey of this his Handy - work. There 
were, indeed, many Parts of which the old Anato- 


miſts did not know the certain Uſe; but as they 
ſaw that moſt of thoſe which they examined were 


adapted with admirable Art to their ſeveral Func- 
tions, hy did not queſtion but thoſe, whole Ules. 
they could not determine, were contrived with the 

ſame Wiſdom for reſpective Ends and Purpoſes. 
Since the Circulation of the Blood has been found 
out, and many other great Diſcoveries have beer! 
made by our' modern. Anatomiſts, we ſee new Won- 

ders in the human Frame, and diſcern ſeveral 
important Uſes for thoſe Parts, which Uſes the 


Antients 22 In ſhort, the Body ef 
3 M 
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Man is ſuch a Subject as ſtands: the utmoſt Teſt of 
Examination. Though it appears formed with the 
niceſt Wiſdom, upon the molt ſuperficial Survey of it, 
it ſtill mends upon the Search, and produces our 
Surprize and Amasement in Proportion as we pry 
into it. What I. have here ſaid of a human Body, 
may be applied to the Body of every Animal which 
has been the Subject of an anatomical Obſervation. 
The Body of an Animal is an Object adequate to 
our Senfes. It is a particular Syſtem of Providence, 
that lies in a narrow Compaſs. The Eye is able to 
command it, and by ſucceſſive Enquiries can ſearch 
into all its Parts. Could the Body of the whole 
Earth, or indeed the whole Univerſe, be thus ſub- 
mitted to the Examination of our Senſes, were it not 
too big and diſproportioned for our Enquiries, too 
unweildy for the Management of the Eye and Hand, 
there is no Queſtion but it would appear to us as 
curious and well contrived a Frame. as that of a 
human Body. We could ſee the fame Concatenation 
and Subſervience, the fame Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs, 
the ſame Beanty and Harmony in all and every of its 
Parts, as what we diſcover in the Body of every fingle 
Animal. 5 
The more extended our Reaſon is, and the more 
able to grapple the immenſe Objects, the greater 
ftill are thoſe Difcoveries which it makes of Wiſdom 
and Providence in the Works of the Creation. A 
Sir Iſaac Newton, who ſtands up as the Miracle of 
the preſent Age, can look through a whole planetary 
Syſtem ; conſider it in its Weight, Number, and 
Meaſure; and draw from it as many Demonſtrations 
of infinite Power and Wiſdom, as a more confined 
Underſtanding is able to deduce from the Syſtem of a 
human Body. pens.) 1 
But to return to our Speculations on Anatomy. I 


mall here confider the Fabric and Texture of the 
Bodies of Animals, in one particular View ; which, 
in my Opinion, ſhews the Hand of a thinking and 
k | py all- 
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all-wiſe Being in their Formation, with the Evidence 
of a Thouſand Demonſtrations. I think we may 
lay this down as an inconteſtible Principle, that 
Chance never acts in a perpetual Unifbrmity and 
Conſiſtency with-itfelf. If one ſhould always fting 
the fame Number with ten Thouſand Dice, or ſee 
every Throw juſt five Times leſs, or five Times more 
in Number than the Throw which” immediately 
preceded it, who would not imagine there is fome - 
inviſible Power which directs the Caſt? This is the 
Proceeding which we ſind in the Operations of - 
Nature. Every Kind of Animal is. diveriied by 
1 different Magnitudes, each of which gives Rife to a 
different 'Species. Let a Man trace the Dog or Lion 
Kind, and he will. obſerve how many of the Works 
of Nature are publiſhed, if 2 the Expreſſion, 
in a Variety of Editions. If we ſoołk into the Reptile 
World, or l into thole different Kinds of Animals that 
fill the Element of Water, we meet with the fame 
Repetitions among ſeveral Species, that differ very 
little from one another, but in Size and Bulk. You 
find the fame Creature that is drawn at large, copied | 
out in ſeveral Proportions, and ending in Miniature. g 
It would be tedious to produce Inſtances of this 4 
regular Conduct in Providence, as it would be | 
fuperfluous to thofe who are verſed in the natural 
Hiſtory of Animals. The magnificent Harmony of 
the Univerſe is tuch, that we may obſerve innumer- 
able Diviſions running upon the fame Ground. [I 
might alſo extend this Speculation to the dead Parts 
of Nature, in which we may find Matter diſpoſed 
into many fimilar . Syſtems, as well in our Survey of 
- Stars — Planets, as of Stones, Vegetables, and 
other ſublunary Parts of the Creation. ln a Word, 
Providence has ſhewn the Richneſs of its Goodnefs | 
and Wiſdom, not only in the Production of many | 
original Species, but in the Multiplicity of Defcents, 1 
4 it has made on every original Species in parti- 
cular, 


But 
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But to purſue N ſtill farther: Eve 
If, has man nt 


living S lee | 

complicated Parts are exact Copies of fe 
other Parts which it” 185 254 U ich are com- 
in the ſame 822 Oue E would have 
x ſafficient for the Sabfiltence, and Preſervation of 

an "Animal; but in order to better his Condition, 
we ſee another placed with a mathematical Exact- 
— the fame moſt advantageous Situation, and 
in every Particular” of the fime Size and Texture. 
Is it 'poſlible for Chance "to be thus delicate and 
uniform in her Operations? Should a Million of 
Dice turn up twice together the fame Number, 
the Wonder would be nothing in Compariſon of 
this. But when we ſee this Similitude and Reſem- 
— in the Arm, the Hand, the Fingers; when 
we ſee one half of the Body entirely correſpond with 
the other in all thoſe minute Strokes, without which 
a Man might very well have ſubſiſted: nay, when 
we often ſee 2a fingle Part re ated an hundred 
Times in the ſame Body, notwithſtanding it conſiſts 
of the moſt intricate Weaving of numberleſs Fibres, 
and thoſe Parts differing ſtill in Magnitude, as the 
Convenience of their particular Situation requires ; 
ſure a Man muſt have a ſtrange Caſt of Underſtand- 
ing, who does not diſcover the Finger of God in fo 
wonderful a Work. Theſe Duplicates in thoſe Parts 
of the Body, without which a Man might have very 
well ſubſiſted, though not ſo well as with them, are 
a plain Denionſtration of an all-wiſe Contriver; as 
thoſe more numerous Copyings, which are found 

among the Veſſels of the fame Body, are evident 
Demonſtrations that they could not be the Work 
of Chance. This Argument receives. additional 
Strength, if we apply it to every Animal and Inſect 
within our „as well as to thoſe number- 
| leſs living Creatures that are Objecis too minute for 
And if we er how the ſeveral 


2 human Eye; 
ven thi v whole "Wotld of Life reſemble one. 
| agother 
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another in very. many. 
veniens for their xe 
much | more ro khan. 
1 5 c 8 — 
in the ſame Num ergt 

Animal 3 Do 


courle of Matter. [Ad 5 e like eee * 
ariſe in innume res a Degree ol 
Credulity 2 5 mo upder ler the Din N of — — 
Seule; We may earryt TER Species 


if we 1 2 on the two ces In, 25 
with theis Reſemblance 16 each-ptl 15 8 Etbolk 
b Diſtim&ions , that. were necellary for the 

teeping up of this great World: of Life: '.., . << 

There ate many more Demonſtrations of a Supreme 

eing, and of his tranſcendent. Wiſdom, Power, and 
| Coofnets is the Formation of the Body of a living 
Creature ; ſor which | refer, 1 Reader to other 
Writings, particularly to the Book of the 
Poem, entitled Creaton, where the anatomy of the 
Human Body is deſcribed with ** Terſpicuity and 
n Ct, | 
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On C ATTRIBUTES of GOD, and the 
STARRY. HEAVENS. 


ail uo Conduefh, | great produftine Mau! 
A thy Works, tf merits we find. 
*  BLAGKLOCK. 
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ingly em and enlivened by the Seaſon of the 
Lear, 


the 5 of all thoſe Luminaries that 
— it. | The Galaxy ap 
— White. To: — 
Moon rofe at 
Milton takes Notice of, and opened to the Eye a new 
Picture of Nature, which was more finely ſhaded, and 
diſpoſed among ſofter Lights, than that which the 
Sun had before diſcovered to us. 

As I was the Moon walking in her 
Brightneſs, and. taking ber Progreſs among the Con- 
ſtellations, a-Thought. arofe in me, which I believe 
very often perplexes and diſturbs Menof a ſerious and 
contemplative Nature. David himſelf fell into it 
in that Reflection, When I confider die Heavens, the 
Work of thy Fingers, the Moon and the Stars, whick 
thou haſt ordained; What is Man, that thou art mindful 
of him, and the Son of Man, that thou vegardeft him ! 
In the ſame Manner, when conſider that mfmite 


Hoſt of Stars, or to ſpeak more philoſophically, of 


Suns, which were then ſhining upon me, with thoſe 
innumerable Sets of Planets or Worlds, 
moving round their reſpective Suns; 
larged the Idea, and ſu e Heaven of 
Suns, and Worlds rifing = eos ogy we diſ- 
covered, and theſe ſtill enlightened ior 


Firmament of Luminaries, which are p ates at o 


great a Diftance, that they may appear to the Inhabi- 
tants of the former as the Stars do to us: In ſhort, 
whilſt 1 purſued this Thought, I could not but re- 
fle& on that little inſignificant Fi 

bore amidſt the Immenfity of God's Works. 
Were the Sun, which :enlightens this Part of the 
Creation, with all the Hoſts of Worlds that 
move about him, utterly extinguiſhed and annihila- 
ted, they would not be milled more than a Grain of 
Sand upon the Sea-ſhore.- The Space they poſſeſs 
is ſo exceedingly little, in Comparifon.of the whole, 
— it would ſcarce make — — 
e 


ared in its moſt 


ie Scene, the full 
ength in that clouded: Majeſty, which 


re which I myſelf 
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The Chaſm would be imperceptible to an Eye that 
could take in the whole Compaſs of Nature, — paſs 
from one End. of the Creation to the other, as it is 
poſlible- there may be ſuch a Senſe in ourſelves: here 
after, or in Creatures. which are at preſent: more 
| exalted than ourſelves. . We ſee many Stars by the 
Help of Glaffes, which we: do not difcover with our 
naked _ and the (finer our Telleſcopes are, the 
more ſtill are our Diſcoveries. Huygentus carries this 
Thought fo far, that he does not think it impoſſible 
but there may be:Stars whoſe Light is not yet travelled 
down-to us bnce their firſt Creation. There is no 
Queſtion but the Univerſe has certain Bounds ſet to it ; 
but when we conſider that it is the Work of infinite 
Power, prompted by infinite Goodneſs, with an 
infinite — to exert itſelf in, how can our 
Imagination ſet any Bounds to it? d 
To ſteturn therefore to my firſt Thought, I could 
not hut look upon myſelf with ſecret Horror, as a 
Being that was not worthy the ſmalleſt Regard of one 
who had fo great a Work under his Care and Super- 
intendency. I was afraid of being overlooked amidſt 
_ the Irmmenſity of Nature, and loft among that infinite 
Variety af Creatures, which in all Probability ſwarm 
through all thaſe immeaſurable Regions of Matter. 
n order to recover myſelf from this mortifying 
Thought, I conſidered that it took its Rife from thoſe 
narrow: Canceptions which we are apt to entertain 
of the Divine Nature. We ourſelves cannot attend 
to many different Objects at the fame Time. If 
we are careful to. infpe& ſome. Things, we muſt of 
Courle neglect others. This Imperfection which 
we obſerve in ourſelves, is an Imperſection which 
cleaves in fome Degree to Creatures: of the higheſt 
Capacities, as they are Creatures, that is; . Beings of 
finzte-and limited Natures. The Preſence of every 
created Being is confined. to à certain Meaſure: of 
Space, and conſequently. his Obſervat ion is ſtinted 
to a certain Number ef Objects. The Sphere in-which 
| we 
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we move, and act, and underſtand, is of a wider 
Circuinicrence to one Creature than another, 
according as we rife one above anether in the Scale 
of Exiſtence. But the wideſt of theſe our Spheres 
has its Cizcuraterence. When therefore we reflect on 
tae Divine Nature, we are fo uſed and aceuſtemed 
to this Imperfe&tion in ourtelyes, that we cannot 
torbear in ſome Meakire aſcribing it to him, in whom 
there is no Shadow of Imperteftion. Our Reaſen, 
indeed, aſſures us, that his Attributes are infinite ; 
but the Poorneſs of our Conceptions is fuch, that 
it cannot forbear fetting Bounds to every Thing it 
contemplates, until our Reafon comes again to our 
Succour, and throws down all thofe little Prejudices 


which riſe in us unaware, and are natural to the 


Mind of Man. | 
We ſhould therefore utterly extinguiſh this melan- 
choly Thought, of our being overlooked by our 
Maker in the Multiplicity of his Works, and the 
Iahaity of thoſe Objects among which he ſeems to 
be inceſlantly employed, if we conſider in the firit 
Place, that he is Oumipreſent; and in the fecond, 
that he is Omnifcient. | | | 
It we conlider him in his Omnipreſence: His Being 
— through, actuates, and ſupports the whole 
Frame o Nature. His Creation, and every Part of 
it, is tujl of hem. There is nothing he has made 
that is either ! diſtant, lo litttle, or fo inconfiderable, 
which ke does not eilentially mhabit. His Subſtance 
is within the Subſtance of every Being, whether mate- 
rial or immaterial, and as intimately preſent to it, as 
that Being is to #{elf. It would be an Imperfection in 
him, wece he able to remove out of one Place into 
another, or to withdraw himielf from any Thing he 
has created, or from any Part of that Space which is 
diſluſed and ſpread abroad to Infinity. In ſhort, to 
fpeak of him in the. Language of the old Fhiloſopher, 
He is a Being whoſe Centex is every where, and his 


A g 
Circumterence no where, 


In 


F 


2 
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In the ſecond Place, he is Omniſcient as well as 
Omniprefent. His Qmniſcience indeed, neceſſarily 
and naturally flows from his Qmnipreſence; he can- 
not be conſcious of every Motion that ariſes in 
the whole material World, which he, thus effen- 
and of every Thought that is ſtir- 


tially pervades, 
ring in the intellectual World, to every Part of which 


he is thus intimately united. Several Moralifts 


have conlidered the Creation as the Temple oi God, 


which he has built with his own hand, and which 
is filled with his Preſence. Others have confidered 
infinite as the Receptacle, or rather the Ha- 
bitation of the Almighty : But the nobleſt and nioft 
exalted Way of conſidering this infinite Space, is 
that of Sir Jaac Newton, who calls it the Senſorium 
of the Godhead. Brutes and Men have their Senſori- 
ala, or little Senſoriums, by which they apprehend 
the Prefence, aud perceive the Actions of a few 
Objects that lie contiguous to them. Their Kno- 
ledge and Obſervation turn within a very narrow 
Circle. But as God Almighty cannot but perceive 


and know every Thing in which he reſides, in- 


finite Space gives Room to inlinite Knowledge, 
and is, as it were, an Organ to Ommiſcience. 
Were the Soul ſcparated from the Body, and with 


one Glance of Thought ſhould ſtart beyond the 


Bounds of the Creation, ſhould it for Millions of 
Years continue its Progrets through infinite Space 
with the ame Activity, it would {till find itfelf with- 
in the Embrace of its Creator, and encompaſſed 
round with the immenſity of the Godhead. Whilſt 
we are in the Body, he is not leſs prelent with us, 
becauſe he is concealed from us, O that I knew 
where I might find him! fays Job. Behold I go for- 
ward, but he is not there! and backuard, but I can- 


not perceive him: On the Left hand, where he does 


work, but 1 cannot behold him: He hideth himſelf on 
the Right-hand that I cannot ſee him. In ſhort, 
Reaſon, as well as Revelation, aſſures us, that he 

O0 cannot 
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cannot be abſent from us, notwithſtanding he is 


undiſcovered by us. 
In this Conſideration of God Almighty's Omni- 
reſence and Omniſcience, 2 uncomfortable 
hought vaniſhes. He cannot but regard every 
Thing that has Being, eſpecially fuch of his Crea- 
tures who fear they are not regarded by him. He 
1s privy to all their Thoughts, and to that Anxiety 

of Heart in particular, which is apt to trouble them 
on this Occaſion: For as it is impoſlible he ſhould 
overlook any of his Creatures, fo we may be confi- 
dent that he regards with an Eye of Mercy, thoſe 

who endeavour to recommend themſelves to his 
Notice, and in an unfeigned Humility of Heart think 
themſelves unworthy that he ſhould be mindful of 
them. | 


bt — 


On tie IMMORTALITY of the SOUL. 
When rer its bright Sphere Hall fiy, 
Through boundleſs Orbs eternal Regions Spy, 
And like the Sun be all one glorious Eye. 


SHAKESPEAR, 


I WAS Yeſterday walking alone in one of my 
. Friend's Woods, and loſt myſelf in it very 
agreeably ; as I was running over in my Mind the * 
ſeveral Arguments that eſtabliſh the great Point, _ 
which is the Baſis of Morality, and the — of all 
the pleaſing Hopes and ſecret Joys that can ariſe in 
the Heart of a reaſonable Creature, viz. the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, I confidered theſe ſeveral Proofs 
drawn, 

Firſt, from the Nature of the Soul itfelf, and 
particularly its Immateriality ; which, though not 
abſolutely neceſſary to the Eternity of its Duration, 
has, I think, been evinced to almoſt a Demon- 


Secondly, 
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. Secondly, From its Paſſions and Sentiments, as 
particularly from its Love of Exiſtence, its Horror of 
Annihilation, and its Hopes of Immortality ; with 
that ſecret Satisfaction which it finds in the Practice 
of Virtue, and that Uneaſineſs which follows it upon 
the Commiſſion of Vice. 

Thirdly, From the Nature of the Supreme Being, 
whole Juitice, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Veracity, are 
all concerned in this great Point. 

But among theſe and other excellent Arguments for 
the Immortality of the Soul, there is one drawn from 
the perpetual Progreſs of the Soul to its Perfection, 
without a Poſſibility of ever arriving at it; which is a 
Hint that I do not remember to have ſeen opened and 
improved by others who have written on this Subject, 
—_— it ſeems to me to carry a great Weight with 
it. How can it enter into the Thought of Man, that 
the Soul, which is capable of ſuch immenſe Perfec- 
tions, and receiving new Improvements to all Eternity, 
ſhall fall away into nothing almoſt as ſoon as it 
is created! Are ſuch Abilities made for no Purpoſe ? 
A Brute arrives at a Point of Perfection that he can 
never paſs: In a few Years he has all the Endowments 
he is capable of; and were he to live Ten Thouſand 
more, would be the fame Thing he is at preſent. 

Were a human Soul thus at a Stand in its Accompliſh- 
ments, were its Faculties to be full blown, and incapa- 
ble of further Enlargement, I would imagine it might 
fall away inſenſibly, and drop at once into a State of 
Annihilation. But can we believe a thinking Being, 
that is in a perpetual Progreſs of Improvement, and 
travelling on from Perfection to Perfection, after hav- 

ing juſt looked abroad into the Works of its Creator, 
and made a few Diſcoveries of his infinite Goodnels, 

1 Widdom, and Power, muſt periſh at its firſt ſetting 


*% is WV og OW 


; out, and in the very Beginning of its Enquiries ? 
1 A Man, conſidered in his preſent State, ſeems 
u- only ſent into the World to propagate his Kind. He 


provides himſelf with a Succeſſor, and immediately 
Mi 02 quits 
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quits his Poſt to make Room for him. He does not 
ieem born to enjoy Life, but to deliver it down to 
others. This is not ſurpriſing to conſider in Animals 


which are formed for our Uſe, and can finiſh thei 


Bufrefs in a ſhort Life. The Silk-worm, aſter hay- 
ing pun her Taſk, lays her Eggs, and dies. But a 
Man can never have taken in his full Meaſure of 
Knowledge, has not Time to ſubdue his Paſſions, 
eEtabiiſh his Soul in Virtue, and come up to the Per- 
fect ion of his Nature, before he is hurried off the 
Stage. Would an infinite wiſe Being make ſuch 
glorious Creatures for ſo mean a Purpoſe? Can he 
delight in the Production of ſuch abortive. Intelli- . 
gences: Such ſhort-lived reaſonable Beings? Would he 
give us Talents that are not to be exerted? Capaci- 
ties that are not to be gratified? How can we find 
that Wiſdom, which ſhines through all his Works, 
in the Formation of Man, without looking on this 
World as only a Nurſery for the next, and believing 
that the ſeveral Generations of rational Creatures, 
which riſe up and diſappear in ſuch quick Succeſſions, 
are only to receive their firſt Rudiments of Exiſtence 
here, and afterwards to be tranſplanted into a more 
friendly Climate, where they may ſpread and flouriſh 
to all Eternity. * 
There is not, in my Opinion, a more pleaſing and 
triumphant Conſideration in Religion, than this of the |, 
perpetual Progreſs which the Soul makes towards the 
Perfection of its Nature, without ever arriving at a 
Period in it. To look upon the Soul as going on from 
Strength to Strength; to conſider that it is to ſhine 
for ever with new Acceſſions of Glory, and brighten 
to all Eternity ; that it will ſtill be adding Virtue to 
Virtue, and Knowledge to Knowledge; carries in 
it ſomething wonderfully agreeable to that Ambition 
which is natural to the Mind of Man. Nay, it muſt 
be a Proſpect pleaſing to God himſelf, to fee his Cre- 
ation for ever beautifying in his 72 and drawing 
nearer to him by greater Degrees of Reſemblance. 
; Methinks 


0 
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Methinks this ſingle Confideration of the Progreſs of 
a finite Spirit to Perfection, will be fufficient to extin- 
in fag al Ey in inferior Nature, and all Contempt 
fuperior. That Cherubim which now appears as 
to a human Soul, knows well that the 
Period wil come about in Et en the human 
Soul wilt be as perfect as he himſelf now is; nay, 
whet it ſhall look down that Degree of Perfec- | 
tion, as much as it now falls ſhort of it. It is true, 
the higher Nature ſtill advances, he by that Means 
es the Diſtance and m the Scale of 
; but he knows, how high ſoever the Station is 
of which. he ſtands at preſent, the inferior 
Nature will at | ount up to it, and ſhine forth 
in the ſame ee of * Glory. 

With what — and Veneration may we 
look into our own Souls, where there are ſuch hidden 
Stores of Virtue and Knowledge, fuch inexhauſted 
Sources of Perfection? We know not yet what we 
ſhall be; nor will it ever enter into the of Man 
to conceive the Glory that will be always in + Reſerve 
for him. The Soul, confidered with its Creator, is 
like one of thoſe mathematical Lines that may draw 
nearer to one another to all Eternity, without a Poſſi- 
bility of touching it: And can there be a Thought fo- 
as to confider ourſelves in theſe perpetual 


Approaches to him, ww i mor andy . 
PerieRtion, but of Happineſs 
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' On the VICISSITUDE of MATERIAL REINGS. 


ere is the Duft that has nat been alive? © 
The Pad, the Plough, diſturb our Anceflors; © © 
2371 ons Moald we reap our daily Bread. Tons. 


P 2 hte Converſation among ſome of the Great and 
the Wiſe, ' Theron, a Man of Wealth and Fi 


but unacquainted with philoſophic Science, fat — 
Midſt of his Friends of: both Sexes in a ſtately Room, 
with rich Variety of Furniture. Theron complained, 
that he had often heard it faid, hem muck we were all 
indebted to the Country and the Plough? But for his Part, 
he knew no Obligatior: that we had to that low Rank 
of Mankind, whole Life is taken up in the Fields, the 
Woods, and the Meadows; but that they paid their 
Rents well, that the Gentlemen might live at their 
Faſe. Crito was pleaſed to ſeize the Occaſion, and 
entertained the gay Audience with a furpriſing Lecture 
of Philoſophy. 

„ Permit me, Minn, ſaid he, to be an Advocate 
for the Peaſant, and I can'draw up a long Account of 
Particulars for which you are indebted to the Field 
and the Foreft, and to the Men that cultivate the 
Ground, and are engaged in rural Buſineſs. Look 
around you on all the Furniture of the Room, furvey 
your own Cloathing, caſt your Eyes on all the ſplendid 
Array of Therina and Pers, and the other Ladics 
near them, and you will find, that except a few glit- 


_ tering Stones, and a little Gold and Silver which were 


= out - — of the Earth, you can ſcarce i 
ee an t Was not once gro een upon 
the 5 through the various of the 
Planter and the Ploughman. Whence came the Floor 
you tread on, Part whereof is inlaid with wood of 
different Colours? Whence theſe fair Pannels of 
Wainſcot, and the Cornice that encompaſſes and 
adorns the Room? Whence this lofty Room of Cedar, 
and the carved Ornaments of it? Are they not all the 


| Spoils 
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Spoils of the Trees of the Foreſt? Were not theſe 
once the verdant Standard of the Grove or the Moun- 
tain? What are your Hangings of gay Tapeſtry? 
Are they not owing to the Fleece of the Sheep, which 
barrowed their Nouriſhment from the Graſs of the 
Meadows? Thus the Finery of your Parlour once was 
Grafs; and ſhould you favour me with a Turn into 
your Bed-chamber, I could ſhew that the Curtains, 
and the Linen and. coſtly CH Ring * a take 
nightly Repofe, were ſome Years ago all growing 
But I need not retire from the Place where we are 
ſeated, to give you abundant Diſcoveries of this 
Truth: Is not the Hair of Camels a Part of the Mate- 
rials which. compoſe thofe rich Curtains which hang 
down. by the Windows, and the eafy Chairs which 
accommodate your Friends? and if you think a little, 
you will find that Camels with their Hair were made 
of Graſs, as. well as the Sheep with their Wool. 
What are the Books that lie in the Window, and 
the little Implements of Paper and Wax, Pens and 
Wafers, which, I prefume, max be found in the 
Eſcrutore? They have all the fame Original; they 
were once mere Vegetables. Paper and Books owe 
their Being to the Tatters of Linen which were woven 
of the Threads of Flax or Hemp: The Paſteboard 
Covers are compoſed of Paper, and the Leather is the 
Skin of the Calf, that drew its Life and Suſtenance 
from the Meadows. The Pen that you-write with was 
plucked from-the Wings. of the Gooſe, which lived 
upon the Graſs. of the Common: The Inkhorn was 
| borrowed from the Front of the grazing Ox: The 
Wafer is made of. the Paſte of. Bread-Corn; and the 
Wax is originally plundered from the Bee, who ſtole 
it of a thouſand Flowers. i 
Permit me, Ladies, faid the Philoſopher, to men- 
tion your Dreſs; too nice a Subject indeed for a 
Scholar to pretend any Skill in: But I perſuade 
myſelf your Candour will not reſent my naming the 
| rich 
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rich Materials, fince I leave theſe more I. 45 
— 1 r kperer Skill. al * ra 4 — 
t r en 
who give Poſs the filken Habit which the wears: 
Did ſhe not borrow it from the Worm that ſpun thofe 
ſhining Threads?. And whence did the Worm borrow 
it ? 1 of r d — * . _ 
was t nouriſhed this Purpoſe b 
Country Swain. May I alk 2 how came Nane erina 
by the fine Linen which ſhe is to appear in, 
and the coſtly Lace of Nanders that ſurrounds it? 
Was it not made of the Stalks of Flax that grew-up in 
the Field like other Vegetables? And are not the 
fineſt of your Muſflins to the Indian Cotton 
Tree ? Nor can you tell me, Theron, one upper Gar- 
ment you have, whether Coat, 1 or F Nicht- 
Gown, from your Shoulders to Feet, as 
rich and as new as you think it, w 
the poor Silk-worm. has not 1 J.— vou. Ie 
is certain the Beaver — Fee Skin ; 
that ſoft Fur was before it was 
urs: And the Materials of * very Shoes, 
th the oppor and the Soles of _ covered 
the Calf Heifer before th ere put on 
you Feet: All this was Graſs at : ho we have 
V 


1 the Animal World owes its Being to 
Eta 
ive me Leave, Madam, faid he to Therins, with- 
out Offence, to lead you inte further Wonder. You 
have ſeen that the Furniture of the Place where we 
are, as well as the precious Attire in which you are 
dreſſed, were lately the Production, and the. Orna- 
ment of the Foreſt, the Meadow, or. the Garden. 
But _ forgive me, if I ſhould : to 
you, that this beautiful. Bod of yours, thoſe 
way j- iu Linde, were once grewing in the Fields 
e Meadows? | fee, ä ſhock- 
GJ and forged at the Tho I confeſs the Idea 
and Sentiments of Philoſo 3 are not always 1 
court 
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curtly and ſo favourable to human Nature, as to be 
addreſſed to the tender Sex: But pardon me, Therina, 
if I enquire, was not your Infancy nurſed with Milk, 
and Bread-corn? Have you not been fed with Wheat, 
though it was of the fineſt Kind? and your Drink, 
what has it been but either the Infuſion of Barley, os 
the Juice of the Grape ; or, for Variety, perhaps the 
Cyder Grove has fupplied you? The Fleſh with which 
you have been nourithed to ſuch a well-propcrtioned 
Nature, belonged to four-tooted Animals, or to the 
Fowls of the Air; and each of theſe have been either 
fed with Corn or Graſs. Whence then, Madam, has 
your Body been fupported, and what do you think it 
is made of? Hr... 3 | 
But it is fafer to transfer the Argument to myſelf. 
Theſe Limbs of mine, Therina, owe themſelves en- 
tirely to the animal and vegetable Food, to the Roots, 
or the Stalks, or the Leaves, or the Fruit of Plants, 
or the Fleſh of the Brute Creatures, which have paſſed 
through my Mouth for theſe fifty Years, or the 
Mouth of my Parents before me. This Hand would 
have been worn to a mere Skeleten, my Arms had 
been dry Bones, and my Trunk and Ribs the Statue 
of Death, had they not all received perpetual 
Recruits from the Field. Thefe Lips which now 
addreſs you are of the fame Materials, and they were 
once growing like the Graſs of the Earth. This 
very Fleſh, which I call mine now, did belong to 
; the Sheep or the Ox before it was Part of me; 
and it ſerved to clothe thoſe Bones before it covered 
mine. You know, Theron, = are a Gentleman 
' who delight in rural Sports, when you reſide at your 
l Country Seat, and you love to feaſt on the Game that 
you have purſued. Did you ever ſuppoſe that any 
rt of yourſelf was ance hurried through the Air in 
the Breaſt of a frightened Partridge, which came 
before Night into your Net? Or that any Piece of you 
was driven through the Fields before the full-mouthed 
Hounds on the Legs of a hunted Hare, which 
was 
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was the next day prepared for your Table? Had you 
ever ſo ſtran ha be Or py as this? And can — 
believe it 4 Or, upon a Survey of that 7 
ment, can you tell how to deny it? And what are 
Hares and es made of, but growing Herbage, 
or ſhattered Corn? 

It is true, you have ſometimes taſted Fiſh, either 


from the Sea or Rivers, but even thoſe in their 


Original are alſo Sorts of Graſs; they have ho fed 
partly by Sea-weeds, and LO IS by 3 Fiſh, which 
they have devoured, ſe and natural 


Nouriſhment was from ſome 3 2 Matter in the 


watery World. In ſhort, Sir, I am free to declare, 
that whether I have eaten Cheeſe or Butter, Bread or 


Milk, whether I have fed on the Ox or the a 


or the Fowls of the Air, I am certain that this B 
and theſe Limbs of mine, even to my Teeth and 
Nails, and the Hairs of my Head, are all borrowed 
originally from the vegetable Creation. Every Thing 
of me, that is net a ihinking Power, that is not Mind 
or Spirit, was once ing like Graſs on the Ground, 
or was made of Roots which ſupported ſome 
green Herbage. 

And now, Theron, what do you think of all theſe 
Paradoxes? Which of them do you cavil at? Which 


leaves you Room for Doubt or ? Is. not Phi- 
1 5 an entertaining Study, that teaches us our Ori- 
and the aſtoniſbing Operations of Divine Wiſ- 


= and Providence? But it teaches us alſa to have 


humble Thoughts of ourſelves, and to remember 
whence we came.”—Theron, to conclude the Diſ- 
courſe, confeſſed his Surprize and Conviction; he ac- 
knowledged the Juſtice of Cros whole Argument, 
gave him hearty Thanks for his inſtructive 

and reſolved to remember thoſe amazing Scenes of the 
Operations of Nature, and the adorable Wiſdom of 


God his Maker. Nor ſhall I ever forget, faid he, 
peed ce of Man on all 
Parts of the Creation. I am convinced, 


the ſtrange and unex 
the meaner 


that 


1 
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that Pride was never made for Man, when I fee how 
much a-kin his Body is to the Fowls of the Air, and 
Brutes of the Earth. And I think, faid he, I am 
more indebted to my Tenants than ever I could have 
imagined ; nor will I caft ſuch a ſcornful Eye again 
on the Grazier and the Farmer, ſince this Fleſh and 
Blood of mine, as well as the Furniture of my Houſe, 
and the Cloaths I wear, were once growing in the 
Fields or the Woods, under their Care and Cultiva- 
tion; and I find I am nearer a-kin to them, fince this 
Self of mine, with all the Finery that covers it, was 
made originally of the ſame Materials with them, and 
their coarſer Coverings. | 


On the CHOICE of preſent and future HAPPINESS 
and MISERY. 


* 


The wint'ry Blaſts * Death | 
Lill not the Buds of Virtue: No, they ſpread 
Beneath the heav'nly Beams of brighter Suns, 
Dire endleſs Ages into brighter Powers. Tuonusox. 


LEWD young Fellow ſeeing an Aged Hermit 
| go by him oot. Father, ſays he, you are in a 
very miſerable Conditian, if there is not another World. 
True, Son, faid the Hermit ; but what is thy Condition, if 
there is ? Man is a Creature deſigned for two different 
States of Being, or rather for two different Lives. 
His firſt Life is ſhort and tranſient ; his ſecond per- 
manent and laſting. _——The Queſtion we are all 
concerned in is this, In which of theſe two Lives is 
it our chief intereſt to make ourſelves happy ? Or, in 
other Words, whether we ſhould endeavour to ſecure 
ourſelves the Pleafures and Gratifications of a Life 
which is uncertain and precarious, and at its utmoſt 
Length of a very inco ble Duration; or to ſe- 
cure to ourſelves the Pleafures of a Life which is fixed 
and ſettled, and will never end? Every Man, * 


— = 
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the firſt hearing of this Queſtion, knows very well 
which Side of it he ought to cloſe with. But how- 
ever right we are in Theory, it is plain that in Prac- 
tice we adhere to the wrong Side of the Queſtion. 
We make Proviſion for this Life, as though it were 
never to have an End; and for the other Life, as 
though it were never to Have a Beginning. 
Should a Spirit of ſuperior Rank, who is a Stran- 
ger to human Nature, accidentally alight upon the 
Earth, and take a Survey of its Inhabitants ; what 
would his Notions of us be ? Would not he think 


that we are a Species of Beings made for quite dif- 


ferent Ends and Purpoſes than what we really are ? 
Muit not he imagine, that we are placed in this 
World to get Riches and Honours ? Would not he 
think that it was our Duty to toil after Wealth, 
and Station, and Title? Nay, would not he believe 
we were forbidden Poverty by Threats of eternal 


Puniſhment, and enjoined to purſue. our Pleaſurcs 


under Pain of Damnation? He would certainly 
imagine, thit we were influenced by a Scheme of 
Duties quite oppolite to. thoſe which are indeed pre- 
ſcribed to us. And truly, according to ſuch an 
Imagination, he muſt conclude, that we are a Species 
of the most obedient Creatures in the Univerle ; 
that.we are conſtant to ow. Duty; and that we keep 


a ſeady *'* © on ihe Lad tor which we were ſent 


hither. | N . 
But how ore wou.d Lo his Aſtoniſbment, when 
he learned that. : e Beings not defigned to exiſt 
in this World above careefcore and Ten Years ; and 
that the greatelt Part of this buſy Species fall ſhort 
even of that Age? How would he be loſt in Hor- 
Tor and Admiration, when he ſhould know that 
this Set of Creatures, who lay out all their Endea- 
vours ior this Life, which ſcarce deſerves the Name 
ot Exiſtence, when, I fay he ſhould know that this 
Set of Creaturcs ac to exiſt to all Eternity in another 
Lite, fur winch they make no Preparations ? No- 
4 thing 
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thing can be a greater Diſgrace to Reaſon, than 
that Men, who are perfuaded of theſe two different 
States of Being, fhould be perpetually employed in 
providing for a Life of Thr=eſcore and Ten Years, 
- and neglecting to make Proviſion for that, which after 
many Myriads of Years, will be ſtill new, and till in 
its Beginning; eſpecially when we conſider that our 
Endeavours for making ourſelves great, or rich, or 
honourable, or whatever elſe we place our Happineſs 
in, may after all prove unſucceſsful ; whereas if we 
conſtantly and ſincerely endeavour to make ourſelves 
happy in the other Life, we are ſure that our Endea- 
vours will fucceed, and that we fhall not be diſap- 
pointed of our Hope. OD 
The following Queſtion is ſtarted by one of the 
Schoolmen. Suppoling . the whole Body of the 
Earth were a great Ball, or Maſs of the fineſt Sand, 
and that a fingle Grain or Particle of this Sid 
{hovld be annihilated every. Thouſand Years, Suj- 
poling then that you had it in your Choice to be 
happy all the while this prodigious Mals of Sand 
was confuming by this flow Method, till there was 
not a Grain of it left, on Condition you were to Le 
miſerable for ever after; or ſuppoſing that you might 
Le happy for ever after, on Condition you ſttould be 
miſerable till the whole Mals of Sand were ttuus au- 
nihilated at the Rate of one Cain ina Thonland 
Years : Which of theſe two Cales woiild- you make 
your Choice? | 
It muſt be confeſſed in this Caſe fo many Tod 
ſands of Years are to the Imazination as a Kind at 
Eternity, though in Reality they do not bear lo great 
2 Proport a te. that Duration which is to tollow 
them, as an Uu does to the greateſt Number witic: 
you can put together in Figures, or as one of tho 
Sands to the ſuppoſed Heap. Reafon therefore telt. 
us, without any Matter of Heſitation, which would 
be the better Part in this Choice. However, 43 1 
have before intimated, our Reaton might in {uct 2 
Þ Cale 
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Caſe be ſo everſet by the Imagination, as to diſpoſe 
ſome Perſons to ſink under the Confideration of the 
great Length of the firſt Part of this Duration, and 
of the great Diſtance of that ſecond Duration which 
is to ſucceed it. The Mind, I fay, might give itſelf 
to that Happineſs which is at Hand, confidering 


that it is ſo very near, and that it would laſt ſo very 


long. But when the Choice we actually have before 
us is this, whether we will chuſe to be happy for the 
Space of only Fhreeſcore and Ten, nay perhaps of 
only twenty or ten Years, I might ſay of only a Day 
or an Hour, and miſerable to all Eternity ; or, on the 
contrary, miſerable for this ſhort Term of Years, 
and happy for a whole Eternity : What Words are 
ſufficient to expreſs that Folly and Want of Con- 
ſideration, which in ſuch a Cale would make a wrong 
Choice? | | 

I here put a Caſe even at the worſt, by ſuppoſing 
{what ſeldom happens) that a Courſe of Virtue makes 
us miſerable in this Life: But it we ſuppofe (as it 
generally happens) that Virtue would make us more 
happy, even in this Life, than a contrary courſe of 
Vice ; how can we ſufficiently condemn the Stupidity 
or Madneſs of thoſe Perſons who are capable ot 
making ſo abſurd a Choice? | 

Every wile Man therefore will conſider this Life 
only as it may conduce tothe Happineſs of the other, 
= chearlully ſacrifice the Pleaſures of a few Years 
to thoſe of an Eternity. | 


The MOUNTAIN of MISERIES: A VISION. 
=— By outward Siew, | | 
Men judge of Happineſs and Moc: 


Seek Virtne,— and of that paſſeſt, ; | 
To Providence refign the Refl, 2 Bay. 


II is a celebrated Thought of Socrates, that if all Fs 
the Misfortunes of Mankind were caſt into a © 


public Stack, in order to be equally diſtributed among [ 
. 5 the 
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the whole Species, thoſe who now think them- 
elves the moit unhappy, would prefer the Share 
they are already poſſefied of, before that which would 
fall to them by ſuch a Diviſion. Horace has carried 


this Thought a great Deal further; which implies, 


that the Hardſhips or Misfortunes we lie urider, are 
more ealy to us than thoſe of any other Perſon 
would be, in Cafe we ſhould change Conditions 
with him. | 

As I was ruminating on theſe two Remarks, 


and ſeated in my Etbow Chair, I inſenſibly fell 


allcep; when, on a Sudden methought there was 
a Proclamation made by Jupiter, that every Mortal 
ſhould bring in his Grie and Calamities, and 
throw them together in a Heap. There was a 
large Plain appointed for this Purpoſe. I took 


my Stand in the Center of it, and ſaw, with a 


great Deal of Pleaſure, the whole human Species 
marching one after another, and throwing down 


their ſeveral Loads, which immediately grew up 


into a prodigious Mountain, that ſeemed to rite 


above the Clouds. 


There was a certain Lady of a thin airy Shape, 


who was very active in this Solemnity. She carried 


a magnifying Glaſs in one of her Hands, and was 
cloathed in a looſe flowing Robe, embroidered with 
ſeveral Figures of Fiends and Spettres, that diſcover- 
ed themſelves in a Thouſand chimerical Shapes, as 
her Garment hovered in the Wind. There was 
ſomething wild and diſtracted in her Looks. Her 
Name was Fancy. She led up every Mortal to the ap- 
pointed Place, after having very officioully aſſiſted him 
in making up his Pack, and laying it upon his 
Shoulders. My Heart melted within me to fee my 
Fellow Creatures groaning under their reſpective Bur- 
thens, and to conſider that prodigious Bulk of human 
Caiimities which lay before me. | 
There were however ſeveral Perſons who gave 

me great Diverſion upon this Occaſion. I obſerved 

h P 2 one 
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one bringing in a Fardel very carefully concealed 


under an old embroidered Cloak, which upon his 
throwing it upon the Heap, I diſcovered to be Po- 
verty. Another, alter a great Deal of Putling, threw 
down his Luggage; which, upon examining, I found 
to be his Wife. 5 | 

There were Multitudes of Lovers faddled with 
very whimſical Burthens, compoſed of Darts and 
Flames; but what was very odd, though they ſighed 
as if their Hearts would break under theſe bundles 


ct Calamities, they could not perſuade themlelves 


to caſt them into the Heap when they came up to it; 
kut after a few faint Efforts, ſhook th 

marched away, as heavy loaden as they came. I ſaw 
Multitudes of old Women throw down their Wrin- 
kles, and ſeveral young ones who ſtripped themſelves 
of a tawny Skin. There were very great Heaps 


| of red Noſes, large Lips, and ruſty Teeth. The 
Truth of it is, I was furpriſed to ſee the great- - 


eſt Part of the Mountain made up of bodily De- 
turmitics. Obſerving one advance towards the Heap 
with a larger Cargo than ordinary upon his Back, 
found, upon his nearer Approach, that it was only 


A2 natural Hump, which he diſpoſed of with great 


Joy of Heart, among this Collection of human 
Miſeries. There were likewiſe Diſtempers of all 


| Sorts, though I could not but obſerve, that there 
were many more imgginary* than real. One lit- 


tie Packet 1 could not but take Notice of, which 
was a Complication of all the Diſeaſes incident to 
human Nature,” and was in the Hand of a ereat 
many fine People: This was called the Spleen. 


But what moſt of all ſurpriſed me, was a Remark I 


made, that there was not a fingle Vice or Folly 


. thrown into the whole Heap: At which I was 
_ very much aſteniſhed, having concluded within 
raylelf, that every one would take this Oppor- 
tunity of getting rid of his Paſſions, Prejudices, 


and Frailties. 


I took 


cir Heads, and 
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I took Notice in particular of a vary profligate 
Fellow, who I did not queſtion came loaded with his 
Crimes; but upon ſearching into his Bundle, I found. 
that inſtead of throwing his Guilt from him, he had 
only- laid down his Memory. He was followed by 
another worthleſs Rogue, who flung away his Modefty 
inſtead of his Ignorance. | 2 85 
When the whole Race of Mankind had thus caſt 


_ down their Burthens, the Fantome, which had been fo 


buſy on this Occaſion, ſeeing me an idle Spectator of 
what paſſed, approached towards me. I grew uneaſy 
at her Preſence, when on a Sudden ſhe held her mag- 
nifying Glaſs full before my Eyes. I no ſooner faw 
my Face in it, but was ſtartled at the Shortneſs of it, 
which now appeared to me in the utmoſt Aggravation. 

The immoderate Breadth of the Features made me 


very much out of Humour with my own Countenance ; 


upon which I threw it from me like a Mafk. It hap. 
$6200 very luckily, that one who ſtood by me had juſt 
before thrown dawn his Viſage, which it feems was 


too long for him. It was indeed extended to a moſt 


ſhameful Length ; I believe the very Chin was, mo- 
deſtly ſpeaking, as long as my whole Face. We had 
both of us an Opportunity of mending ourſelves ; and 
all the Contributions being now brought in, every 
Man was at Liberty .to change his Misfortunes ior 
thoſe of another Perſon. But as there arofe many 
new Incidents in the Sequel of my Viſion, I ſhall re- 
lerve them for the Subject of my next Paper. 


* lis. . 
— 


The VISION contiaucd. 


 All-gracious Providence is good and wiſe, 
Alike in what it gives, and what denies. PaPE. 


TW. 


PN my laſt Paper, 1 gave my Readers a Sight of that 


Mountain of Miſeries, which was made up of 
thoſe ſeveral Calamities that aMi& the Minds of Men: 
I {aw with unſpeakable Pleaſure, the whole Species 

| P 3 | | thus 
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thus delivered from its Sorrows ; though at the 
ſame Time, as we ſtood round the Heap, and fur- 
veyed the ſeveral Materials of which it was compoſed, 
there was ſcarce a Mortal, in this vaſt Multitude, who 
did not diſcover what he thought Pleaſures 
and Bleſſings of Life; and wondered how the 
Owners of them ever came to look upon them as 
Burthens and Grievances. 1 
As we were regarding very attentively this Confu- 
fon of Miſeries, this Chaos of Calamity, Jupiter iſſued 
out a ſecond Proclamation, that every one was now 
at Liberty to change his Afffiction, and to return to 
his Habitation with any other ſuch Bundle as ſhould 
be Ars to — . 3 1 
this, Fancy began again to beſtir herſelf, and 
— up — — with incredible Ac- 


tivity, recommended to every one his particular 


Packet. The Hurry and Confuſion at this Time was 
not to be expreſſed. Some Obſervations which | 
made upon this Occaſion, I ſhall communicate to the 
Public. A venerable grey-headed Man, who had laid 
down the Cholic, and who I found wanted an Heir 
to his Eſtate, ſnatched up an undutiful Son, that had 
been thrown into the Heap by an angry Father. — 
The graceleſs Youth, in leſs than a Quarter of an 
Hour, pulled the old Gentleman by the Beard, and 
had like to have knocked his Brains out; fo that 
meeting the true Father, who came towards him 
in a. Fit of the Gripes, he begged him to take his 
Son again, and give him back his Cholic ; but they 
were incapable either of them to recede from the 


Choice they had made. A poor Galley Slave, who 


had thrown down his Chains, took up the Gout in 
their Stead; but made fuch wry Faces, that one 
might eaſily perceive: he was no great Gainer by the 
Bargain. It was. pleafant enough to ſee the ſeveral 
Exchanges that, were made, for Sickneſs againſt 
Poverty, Hunger againſt Want of Appetite, and 
Care againſt Pam. 


„ . AER 
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The Female World were very buſy among them- 


ſelves in bartering for Features; one was trucking 
a Lock of grey Hairs for a Carbuncle ; another was 
making over a ſhort Waiſt for a Pair of round 
Shoulders; and a third cheapening.a bad Face for a 
loſt Reputation: But on all theſe Occaſions, there 
was not one of them who did not think. the new 
Blemiſh, as foon as ſhe had got it into her Poſſeſſion, 
much more diſagreeable than the old one. I made 
the ſame. Obſervation on every other Misfortune or 
Calamity, which every one in the Aſſembly brought 
upon himſelf, in Lieu of what he had parted with: 
whether it be that all the: Evits which befall us, are 
in ſome Meaſure ſuited and proportioned to our 
Strength, or that very Evil becomes more ſup- 
portable by our being accuſtomed to it, I ſhall not 


determine. 


I could not from my Heart forbear pitying the 
poor hump-backed Gentleman, mentioned in: the 
former Paper, who went oft a very well-ſhaped Perfon 
with a Stone in his Bladder; nor the fine Gentleman, 
who had ſtruck up a Bargain with him, that limped. 
through the whole Aﬀembly of Ladies, who uſed to 
admire kim, with a Pair of Shoulders peeping over. 


| his Head. 


| mult not omit my own particular Adventure. — 
My Friend with the long Viſage had no ſooner taken 
upon him my fhort Face, but he made ſuch a gro- 
telque Figure in it, that as I looked upon him I could 
not forbear laughing at myſelf, inſomuch that I put 
my own Face out of Countenance. | The poor Gen- 
tleman was ſo ſenſible of the Ridicule, that I found 
he was aſhamed of what he had done : On the other 
Side, I found that I myſelf had got no great Reaſon 
to triumph; for as I went to touch my Forehead, I 1 
miffed the Place, and clapped my Finger upon my up- 
per Lip. Beſides, as my Noſe was 'exceeding promi- 
nent, I gave it two or three unlucky Knocks, as I was 
playing my Hand about my Face, and aiming at — 
other 
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other Part of it. I ſaw two other Getlemen by me, 
who were in the ſame ridiculous Circumſtances. 
Theſe bad made a_foolith Swap between a Couple 
of thick bandy Legs, and two long Trap-ſticks 
that had no Calves to them. One of theſe look- 
ed like a Man walking upon Stilts, and was fo 
lifted. up into the Air above his ordinary Height, 
that his Head turned round with it; while the 
other made ſuch aukward Circles as he attempt- 
ed to walk, that he ſcarce knew how to, move 
forward upon his new Supporters: Obſerving him 
to be a very pleaſant Kind of a Fellow, | truck 
my Cane into the Ground, and told him I would 
Hy him a Bottle of Wine, that he did not march 
up to it on a Line, that I drew for him, in a 

Quarter of an Hour. 5 

The Heap was at laſt diſtributed among the two 
Sexes, who made a moſt piteous Sight, as they wan- 
dered up and down under the Preſſure of their ſeveral 
Burdens. The whole Plain was filled with Murmurs 
and Complaints, Groans and Lamentations. Jupiter 
at length taking Compaſſion upon the poor Mortals, 
ardered them a ſecond Time to lay down their Loads, 
with a Defign to give every one his own again. They 
diſcharged themſelves with a great Deal of Pleaſure ; 
after which, the Fantome, which had led them into 
ſuch groſs Deluſion, was commanded to diſappear. 
There was ſent in her Stead a Goddefs of a quite dif- 
ferent 5 * Her Motions were ſteady and compoſed, 
pect ſerious and ch earful. She every now 
and then caſt her Eyes towards Heaven, and fixed them 
upon Juhiter. Her Name was Patience. She had no 
— — herſelf by the Mount of Sorrows, but, 
what I thought very remarkable, the whole * wr 
to ſuch. a Degree, that it did not appear a third ſo 
big as it was before. She aſterwards returned every 
Man his aun Calamity, and teaching hin 
how to bear it in the moſt commodious Manner, he 
marched off with it contentedly, being as _ 
| ; Ealecd 
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pleaſed that he had not been leſt to his own Choice, 
as to the Kind of Eyiis which fell to his Lot. | 

Bselides the ſeveral Pieces of Morality to be drawn 
out of this Viſion, I learned from it, never to repine at 
my own Misfortunes, or to envy the Happineſs of 
another, ſince it is impoſſible for any Man to form a 
right judgment of his Neighbours Sufferings ; for 
which Reaſon alſo 1 have determined, never to think 
too lightly of another's Complaints, but to regard the 
Sorcows of my Fellow Creature with Sentiments of 
Humanity and Compathon. 


2 ä 


The VISION of ALMET: An EASTERN 
STORY. 


Fortune her Gifts may wariou/y diſpoſe ; 
And thoſe be happy call d, unhappy ini. 
But Heaven's juft Ballance equal ui appear, 
Wile tliaſe are plac'd in Hope, and thrſe in Fear. 
| | | Porz. 


LME T, the Derviſe, who watched the ſacred 
Lamp in the Sepulchre of the Prophet, as he 
one Day roſe up from the Devot ions of the Morning, 
which he had perſormed at the Gate of the Temple, 
with his Body turned towards the Eift, and his Fore- 
head upon the Earth, ſaw before him a Man in ſplen- 
did ' | aqui attended by a long Retinue, who gazed 
ſtediaitly on him, with v Look of mournful Compla- 
cency, and teemed deſirous to fpeak, but unwilling to 
offend. 

The Dervife, after a ſhort Silence, advanced, and 
ſaluting him with the calm Dignity which Indepen- 


dence confers upon Humility, requeſted that he 


would reveal his Purpoſe. 
„ Alet, ſaid the Stranger, thou ſeeſt before thee a 
Man, whom the Hand of Proſperity has overwhelmed 


wit Wretchedneſs. Whatever I once delired as 


the Means of Happineis, I now poſleſs; but J am 
not 
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not yet haPPY and therefore I defpair. I regret 
the Lapſe of Time, becauſe it glides away without 
Enjoyment; and as I expect nothing in the future but 
the Vanities of the paſt, I do not wiſh that the future 
ſhould arrive. Yet I tremble leſt it ould be cut off; 
and my Heart ſinks when I anticipate the Moment, 
in which Eternity ſhall cloſe over the Vacuity of my 
Life, like the Seas upon the Path of a Ship, and 
leave no Traces of my Exiſtence more durable than 
the Furrow which remains after the Waves have 
united. If in the Treaſures of thy Wiſdom, there 
is any Precept to obtain Felicity, vouchſafe it to me: 
For this Purpoſe am I come; a Purpoſe which yet I 
fear to reveal, leſt, like all the former, it ſhould 
be diſappointed.” Almet liſtened with Looks of 
Aſtoniſhment and Pity, to this Complaint of a Being, 
in whom Reaſon was known to be a Pledge of 
Immortality : But the Serenity of his Countenance 
ſoon returned; and ſtretching out his Hands towards 
Heaven, Stranger, faid he, the Knowledge 
which I have received from the Prophet, I will com- 
municate to thee. | 
« As I was ſitting once at the Porch of the Temple, 
8 and alone, mine Eyes wandered among the 
ultitude that was ſcattered before me; and while 
I remarked the Warineſs and Solicitude which was 
viſible in every Countenance, I was ſuddenly ſtruck 
with a Senſe of their Condition. Wretched Mortals, 
faid I, to what Purpoſe are you buſy? If to produce 
Happineſs, whom is it enjoyed? Do the Linens 
of Egypt, and the Silks of Perſia, beſtow Felicity on 
thoſe who wear them, equal to the Wretchedneſs of 
Slaves, whom | ſee leading the Camels that 


ring them? Is the Fineneſs of the Texture, or the 
Splendour of the Tints, regarded with Delight by 
thoſe; to whom Cuſtom has rendered them familiar ? 
Or, can the Power of Habit render others inſen- 
fible of Pain, who live only to traverſe the Deſart? 
a Scene of dreadful Uniformity, where a _ 

| eve 
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Level is bounded only by the Horizon? where no 
Change of Froſpect, nor Variety of Images, relieve 
the Traveller from a Senſe of Toil and ger; of 
Whirlwiads, which in a Moment may bury him in 
the Sand; and of Thirſt, which the Wealthy have 
given half their Poſſeſhons to allay ? Do thoſe on whom 
hereditary Diamonds ”=_ with unregarded Luſtre, 
gain from the Poſſeſſion what is loſt by the Wretch 
who ſeeks them in the Mine: Who lives excluded 
from the common Bounties of Nature; to whom even 
the Viciſlitude of Day and Night is not known; who 
Sighs in perpetual Darkneſs, and whoſe Life is one 
mournful Alternative of Inſenſibility and Labour? 
If thole are not happy who poſſeſs, in Proportion as 
thoſe are wretched who beſtow, how vain a Dream is 
the Life of Man! And if there is indeed fuch Diffe- 
rence in the Value of Exiſtence, how ſhall we acquit 

of Partiality the Hand by which this Difference has 
been made? | | | 

„ While my Thoughts thus multiplied, and 
Heart burnt within me, I became ſenſible of a fud- 
den Influence from above. The Streets and the 
Crouds of Mecca dilappeared. I found myſelf ſitting 
on the Declivity of a Mountain, and perceived at my 

right Hand an Angel, whom I knew to be Azoran, 
the Miniiter of Reproof. When I ſaw him I was 
afraid. I caſt my Eyes upon the Ground, and was 
about to depricate his Anger, when he commanded 

me to be lilent. ** Almet, ſa id he, thou haſt devoted 
| th Life to Meditation, that thy Council might 
deliver Ignorance from the Mazes of Error, and deter 
Preſumption from the Precipice of Guilt; but the 
Book of Nature thou haſt read without Underſtand- 
ing: It is again open before thee; look up, contider 
it, and be wile.” | | 

6 I looked up, and beheld an Incloſure, beautiful 
as the Gardens of Paradiſe, but of a fmall Extent. 
Through the Middle there was a green Walk; at 
the End a wild Deſart; and beyond, impenetrable 
| | Darkneſs. 
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Darkneſs. The Walk was ſhaded with Trees of 
every Kind, that were covered at once with Bloſſoms 
and Fruit; innumerable Birds were linging in the 
Branches; the Graſs was intermingled with Flowers, 
which "impregnated the Breeze with Fragrance, and 
painted the Path with Beauty: On the one Side flowed 
a gentle tranſparent Stream, which was juſt heard to 
murmur over the golden Sands that —— at the 
Bottom; amt on the other were Walks and Bowers, 
Fountains, Grottos, and Caſcades, which diverſified 
the Scene with endleſs Variety, but did not conceal 
the Bounds. | : - 

«© While 1 was gazing in a Tranſport of Delight and 
Wonder on this enchanting Spot, I perceived a Man 
ſtealing along the Walk with a thoughtful and deli- 
berate Pace: His Eyes were fixed upon the Earth, 
and his Arms croſſed on his Bolom; he fometimes 
ſtarted, as it a ſudden Pang had ſeized him; his 
Countenance expreffed Solicitude and Terror; he 
looked round with a Sigh, and having gazed a Moment 


on the Defart that lay before him, he ſeemed as ; 
if he wiſhed to ſtop, but was impelled forward by 
fome invitible Power: His Features, however, ſoon ih 
ſettled again into a calm Melancholy; his Eyes were 27 


again fixed on the Ground, and he went on as belore, 


with apparent Reluctance, but without Emotion. = 
J was ſtruck with this Appearance; and turning il 
haſtily to the Angel, was about to enquire, what f. 
could produce ſuch Infelicity in a Being, furrounded of 


with every Object that could gratity every Senſe; 
but be prevented my Requeſt: The Book of 5 
Nature, faid he, is before thee; look up, conſider I 
it, and be wiſe.” I looked end beheld a Valley Pay 
between two Mountains that were craggy and bar- B 
ren: On the Path there was no Verdure, and the 1 


Mountains affordd no 8 hade: The Sun burnt in 2 
the Zenith, and every Spring was dried up: But the _ 


Valley terminated in a Country that was pleaſant and 
fertile, ſhaded with Woods, anc adorned with Build- 4 
ings, _ 


— — — — — — ͤI?U = ——— : — — — 
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ings. At a ſecond View I difcovered a Man in this 
Valley, meagre indeed, and naked, but his Coun- 
tenancę was Chearful, and his Deportment active: 
He kept his Eye fixed upon the Country beſore him, 
and looked as if he would hive run, but that he 
was reſtrained, as the other had been impelled, by. 
{ome ſecret Influence: Sometimes, indeed, I per- 
ceived a ſudden Expreſſion of Pain, and ſometimes 
he ſtepped ſhort as if his Foot was pierced by the 
Aſperities of the Way; but the Sprightlineſs of his 
Countenance inſtantly returned, and he paſſed for- 
ward without Appearance of Repining or Complaint. 
I turned again towards the Angel, inpatient to 
enquire from what ſecret Source Happineſs was 
derived, in a Situation fo different from that in which 
it might have been expected; but he again prevented - 
my Requeit: “ Almet, faid he, remember what thou L 
haſt ſeen, and let this Memorial be written upon 
the Tablet of thy Heart. Renfember, Almet, that 
the World, in which thou art placed, is but the 
Rod to another; and that Happineſs depends not 
upon the Path, but the End: The Value of this 
Period of thy Exiſtence, is fixed by Hope and Fear. 
The Wretch who wiſhed to linger in the Garden, 
who looked round upon its Limits with Terror, was 
d{titute of Enjoyment, becauſe he was deſtitute of 
Hope, and was perpetually torn:ented by the Dread 
of lofing tat waica he did not enjoy. The Song 
of the Buds had been repeated till it was not heard, 
and the Flowers had 0 often recurred that their 
Beauty was not feen ; the River glided by unnoticed, 
and he feared to lift his Eye to the Prolpect, leit 
he ſhould behold the Waite that circumſcribed it. 
5 But he that toiled througn the Valley was happy, 
2 becauſe he looked forward with Hope. Tis, to 
1 the Sojourner upon Earth, it is of little Moment. 
e | whether the Path he treads be ſtrewed with Flowers 
d | or with Thorns, if he perceive himſelf to approach 
a- | thoſe Regions, in Compariſon of which the Ihoriis 


Ss | Q aid 


182 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR.” 


and the Flowers of this Willemets tote their Dilling - 
tion, and are huth alike impotent to give Plegtute or 
Pain. - 

„ Whot then has eternal Wiidom unequally dis 
tributed 9 That which can make every Station happy, 
and without which every Station mult be wretched, 
is acquired by Virtue, and Virtue is poſlible to 11. 


Remember, Almet, the Vilon which thou ltaft feers ; 


and let 1ny Words be written on the Tablet of thy 
Heart, that thou maycſt direct the Wanderer to Har- 
pineſs, and juſtify God to Man.“ 

While the Voice of Azeran was vet founding in my 
Ear, the Profpett vaniſhed from before me, aud 1 
found myſelt agaiu fitting at the Porch of che Tempir. 
The Sun was gone down, the Multitude was retired 
to Reſt, and the ſolemm Quiet of Midnight concurred 
with the Reſolution of my Doubts to complete the 
Tranquility of my Mind. 

Such, my Son, was the Viſion which the Prophet 
vouchtifed me, not for my Sake only, but for thine. 
Thou haſt fought Felicity in temporal Things; 2nd 
therefore thou art diſappointed. Let not Inſtruction 
be loſt upon thee; but go thy Way, let thy Flock 
cloath the Naked, and thy Table teed the Hungry; 
deliver the Poor from Oppreſſion, and let thy Corver- 
fation be above. Thus ſhalt thou rejoce in Hohe, and 
look forward to the End ot. Lite, as the Corlummas= 
tion of thy Felicity. 

Alinet, in whole Breaſt Devotion kindled as he 
ſpake, returned into the 'Temple, and the Stranger 
departed in Peace. | | 


; — EpS We ” 22 ; = 2 
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Mw: 2 know the Cane 159 rel: 


27 Silt is tt lt, to me tt f: 
Tien to contribute to ny Lol, 
Tue Knife and Fork were laid acroſs. 
Laft Nvght, I vow to Heat tt Os true, 
Bounce fro: mn the Fire a Cin fi. 2b. Gar, 


 OING Yelterdav to dine with an . Acquaint- 
arice, I had the Miskortune to lind 1 his whole 
Family ver 1 nen d. Jeet ted. Up9! Walking "_w the 
O:-alion of it, dc teld me that nis Vito ha dreamt 
a very ſtrange Dre: the Nirht belore, wiich they 
were afraid portended ſome Niortune to themlelves 
or to their Chidten. At her Coming into the Room, 
obſerved a ſettled Melancholy in her Countenance, 
„nich I-ſhould have been troubled for, had I not 
heard from whence it proceeded. We were no ſconer 
fas down, but after having looked upon me a little 
while, My Dear, lays s ſhe, turning to her Huſband, 
you may now ice the Stranger that was in the Candle 
taft 1 Soc aiter this, as they began to talk of 
Family A t.irs, a littic Boy «t the lower End of the 
Table toid her. that he was to go into Join me -Hand 
811 er ſd g: *. day! [iv 5 ihe, no Ct ld, it it 
pleaſe God, you ſhall not bein upon Chidermag-day ; 
tell your Writing - Matter tuat Friday will be ſoon 
enough.“ I was rele: . ig within myſelf on the Odd- 
zets i her Fancy, and wondering that any Body 
would eltabliſh it 28 a Rule to loſe a Day ia every 


Week. In the Midſt of theſe my Mulings, ſhe deſired 


me to reach her a little Salt upon the Point of my 
Knife, which I did in ſuch a Trepidation and Hurry 
of Obedience, that I let it drop by the Way; at 
which ſhe immediately ſtartled, and ſaid it fell towards 
her. Upon this ! looked very blank ; and obſcrving 
the Concern of the whole Table, begin to conſider 
mylelf, with fome Confuſion, as a Perſon that had 
brought a Dilaiter upon the Family. be Lady, 


(2 2 however, 
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however, recovering herle!f, after a little Space faid 
to her Huiband with a Sigh, 4* My Dear, Misfor- 
tunes never come ſingle.“ My Friend, I found, 
acted but an Under-part at his Table, and being a 
Man of more Guod-rature than Underſtanding, 
thinks bimfelf oblized to jall in with all the Paſhons 
and Humovurs of his Yoke-tellow.: © Do you remem- 
ter, Child, faid he, that the Pigeon-houſe fell the 
very Aſterncon that our careleſs Wench ſpilt the Salt 
upon the Table?“ © Yes, ſays he, my Dear, and the 
next Put brought us an Account of the Battle of 
Aimanza.” Tone Reader may gueſs at the Figure 1 
made, after having done all this Miſchief. I dif- 


patched my Dinner as tait as J could, with my utuz]. 


Facitumnity ; when, to my utter Conſuſion, the Lady 
feeing me quitting my knite and Fork, and laying 
them acrofs one another upon my Plate, defired me 
that I would humour her ſo tar as to take them out 
of that Figure, and place them Side by Side. What 
the Ablurdity was which I had committed I did not 
know, but J ſuppoſe there was ſome traditionary 
Superſtition in it; and therefore, in Obedience to 


the Lady of the Houle, I diſpoſed of my Knife and 


Fork in two parallel Lines, which is a Figure I ſhall 
always lay them in for the ſuture, though I do not 
know any Reaſon for it. 
It is not diincult for a Man to fee that a Perſon 
has conceived an Averſion to him. For my own 
Part, I quickly found, by the Lady's Looks, that ſhe 
regarded me as 2 very odd Kind of a Fellow, with an 
unfortunate Aſpett: For which Reaſon I took my 
Leave immediately after Dinner, and withdrew to 
my own Lodgings. Upon my Return Home, I fell 
into a profound Contemplation on the Evils that 
attend thoic ſuperſtitious Follies of Mankind ; how 
they lubjeẽt us to imaginary Afflictions, and additional 
Sorrows, that do not properly come within our Lot. 
As if the natural Calamities of Liſe were not ſufficient 
for it, we turn the moſt indifferent Circumſtances into 
| | Misfortunes, 
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Misfortunes, and ſuffer as much from trifling Acci- 
dents, as from real Evils. 1 have known the Shoot- 
ing of a Star ſpoil a Night's Reſt; and have Teen a 
Man in Love grow pale and loſe his Appetite, upon 
the plucking of a merry Thought. A Screech Owl 
at Midnight has alarmed a Family, more than a Band 
of Robbers; nay, the Voice of a Cricket has ſtruck 
more Terror, than the Roaring of a Lion. There is 
nothing ſo inconſiderable, which may not appear 
dreadful to an Imagination, fed with Omens and 
Prognoſticks. A ruſty Nail, or crooked Pin, ihoots 
up into Prodigies. 

i remember I was once in a mixed Aﬀembly, that 
was full of Noiſe and Mirth, when on a ſudden an old 
Woman unluckily obſerved there was thirteen ot us 
in Company. The Remark ſtruck a panic Terror 
into ſeveral who were preſent, inſomuch that one or 
two of the Ladies were going to leave the Room ; bnt 
a Friend of mine taking Notice that one of our Female 
Companions was big with Child, affirmed there were 
tourteen in the Room, and that inſtead of portending 
that one of the Company ſhould die, it plainly foretold 
that one of them ſhould be born. Had not wy Friend 
tound this Experiment to break the Omen, I queſtion 
not but Half the Women in the Company would 
have fallen ſick that very Night. | 

An old Maid, that is troubled with the Vapours, 
produces infinite Diſturbances of this Kind amous her 
Friends and Neighbours. I know a Maiden Auut ot 
a great Family, who is one of thoſe antiquated Sihl, 
that forbodes and propheſies from one End of the 
Year to the other. She is always feeing Apparitions, 
and hearing Dead-watches ; and was the other Day 
almoſt frightened out of her Wits by the great Houle 
Dog, that howled in the Stable at the Time when he 
lay ill of the Tooth- ach. Such an extravagant Caſt of 
Mind engages Multitudes of People not only in imper- 
tinent Terror, but in ſupernumerary Duties of Lite; 
and ariles from that Fear and Ignorance which are 

Q 2 natural 
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natural to the Soul of Man. The Horror with which 
we entcrtain the Thoughts of Death, (or indeed of any 
tuture Evil) and the uncertainty of its Approach, fill a 
melancholy Mind with innumerable Apprehenſions and 
Sutpicions, and conſequently diſpoſe it to the Obſer- 
vation of ſuch groundleſs Prodigies and Predictions. 
For as it is the chief Concern of wiſe Men, to retrench 
the Evils of Life by the Reaſonings of Philoſophy ; it 
1s the Employment of Fools to multiply them by the 
$Sentiments of Superſtition. 
For my own Part, I ſhould be very much troubled 
were I endowed with this divining Quality, though it 
ſhould inform me truly of every Thing that can betal 
me; 1 would not anticipate the Reliſh of any Hap- 
pineſs, nor feel the Weight of any Milery, before it 
actually arrives. | 
I know but one Way of fortifying my Soul againſt 
theſe gloomy Prefages and Terrors of Mind; and that 
is, by ſecuring to myſelf the Friendſhip and Protection 
of that Being, who diſpoſes of Events and governs 
Futurity. He ſees at one View, the whole Thread of 
my Exiſtence, not only that Part of it which I have 
already paſſed through, but that which runs forward 
into all the Depths of Eternity. When I lay me down 
to {leep, I recommend myſelf to his Care; when I 
awake, I give myſelf up to his Direction. Amidit all 
the Evils that threaten me, I will look up to him for 
Help, and queſtion not but he will either avert, or 
turn them to my Advantage. Though I know neither 
the Time nor the Manner of the Death I am to die, 
I am not at all ſolicitous about it; becauſe I ain ſure 
that he knows them both, and that he will not fail 
to comfort and ſupport me under them. 


On 


Tie PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 187 


On. GHOSTS and APPARITIONS. 


IVhen Apparitions fill the Mind, | 
The Soul's unnerv'd, and Reafon's blind. R. 


"REMEMBER laft Winter there were ſeveral young 
Girls of the Neizh bouriood litting about the 
Fire with my Landlady's Daughters, and telling Sto- 
ries of Spirits and Apparitions. Upon my opening 
the Door, the young Women broke off their Dii- 
courſe; but my Landlady's Daughter telling them 
that it was no | but the Gentleman, (for that is 
the Name I go by in the Neighbourhood as well as 
in the Family) they went on without minding me. 
I ſeated myſelf by the Candle that ſtood on a Table 
at one End of the Room; and pretending to read a 
Book that I took out of my Pocket, heard feveral 
dreadful Stories of Ghoſts as pale as Afhes that 
had ſtood at the Foot of a Bed, or walked over a 
Church-yard by Moon-light: And of others that had 
been conjured into the Red Sea, for diſturbing Peo- 
ple's Reft, and drawing their Curtains at Midnight; 
with many other old Women's Fables of the like 
Nature. As one Spirit raiſed another, I oLterved that 
at the End of every Story, the whole Company cloſed 
their Ranks, and crouded about the Fire: I took 
Notice, in particular, of a little Boy, who was ſo 
attentive to every Story, that I am miſtaken if he 
ventures to go to Bed by himſelf thele twelve Months. 
Indeed they talked fo long, that the Imaginations of 
the whole Aſſembly were manifeſtly crazed, and I 
am ſure will be the worle for it as long as they live. 
I heard one of the Girls, that had looked upon me 
over her Shoulder, aſking the Company how lon 
I had been in the Room, and whether I did not loo 
paler than I uſed to do. This put me under ſome 
148 that I ſhonld be forced to explain myſelf, 
if I did not retire; for which Reaſon I took the 
Candle in my Hand, and went up into my Chamber, 
| not 
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not without wonderng at this unaccountable Weak- * 
nels in reaſonable Creatures, that they ſhould love lc 
to aſtoniſh and terrify one another. Were Ila Father, 11 
I ſhould take particular Care to preſerve my Children ti 
from theſe little Horrors of Imagination, which they 1 © 
are apt to contract when they are young, and are not A 
able to ſhake off when they are in Years. I hive iT 
known a Soldier that has entered a Breach, affrighted t 
at his own Shadow; and look pale at a little 1 
Scratching at his Door, who the Day before had 1 
marched up againſt a Battery of Cannon. There 
are Inftances of Perſons who Dave been terrified even j« 
to Diſtraction at the Figure of a Tree, or the ſhaking L 
of a Bull-ruſh. The Truth of it is, I look upon a ©} Þh 
found Imagination as the greateſt Bleſſing of Life, 1 
next to a clear Judgement and a good Conſcience. In { 
the mean Time, ſince there are very few whole Minds P 
are not more or leſs ſubject to thele dreadful Thoughts 5 
and Apprehenfions, we ought to arm ourſelves K 
againſt them by the Dictates of Reaſon and Religion, 
to pull the old Woman out of our Hearts, and extinguiſh I 
thoſe impertinent Notiuns which we imbibed at a c. 
Time when we were not able to judge of their e. 
Abſurdity. I 
_— a1 
1 
The IMPORTANCE of the early CHOICE of a al 
CALLING, and the Perſeverance in it, K. 
Be well advis'd, and wary Council make, $ 
*Ere thou doft any Buſineſs undertake; | J p 
When undertaken, thy Endeavonrs bend, | 4 
To bring thy Actions to a perſect End. RANDOLPH. i 
T is never without very melancholy Reflections, | 0 
that we can obſerve the Miſconduct or Miſcarriage le 
of thole Men, who ſeem by the Force of Under- |} ie 
ſtanding, or Extent of Knowledge, exempted from it 
the general Frailties of human Nature, and privileged Pp 
from the common Infelicities of Life. Though the A 
| World | 
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World is crouded with Scenes of Calamity, we look 
lor the moſt Part upon the general Mais of Wretched- 
neſs with very little Regard, and fix our Eves upon I 
the State of particular Perſons, whom the Eminence 1 
of their Qualities marks out from the Multitude: 

As, in reading the Account of a. Battle, we ſeldom ' 

reflect on the vulgar Heaps of Slaughter, but toiow [ 

the Hero with our whole Attention through all the 

Varieties of his Fortunes, without a Tavug':t of the 

i houtlands that are falling around him. 

With the ſame Kind of anxious Veneration J have, | 
1 for wany Years, been making Obſervetions on the 3 
Life of Polypiilus; a Man vehom all his Acquaintance 
have, from his firft Appearance in the World, tered 1 
jor the Quickneſs of his Diſcernment, and admited | 
for the Multiplicity of his Attainments; but whote 
Progreſs in Life, and whote Uſefulneſs to Mankind, 
have perhaps been hindered by the Superfluity-of his 
Knowledge, and the Celerity of his Mind. 

Poiyjphilus was remarkable at the School for ſurpzT- 
ing all his Companions, without any viſible Appli- 
cation: And at the Univerlity was Gdiltingu:ſhed 
equally for his fucceisful Progreſs, as well through the 
rough and thorny Mazes of Science, as the imooth 
and flowing Parts of politer Literature; without any 

ſtrict Confiuement to Hours of Study, or any remark- 
able Forbearance of the common Amulements uf | 
| young Men. A | 
When Polybhilus was at the Age in which Men uſually 
- chute their Profeſſion, and prepare to enter into a 
public Character, every academical Eye was fixed 
upon him; and all were curious to enquire what this 
| univerſal Genius would fix upon for the Employment 
of Lite: And no Doubt was made, but that he would 
leave all his Cotemporaries behind him; and mount 
to the higheſt Honours of that Claſs in which he 
ſhould eniiit himſelf, without thoſe Delays and 
Pauſes which muſt always be endured by mezner 
 Abilties, 


Tou, 


ö 
ö 
| 
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Polybitiue, though by no Means infolent or :f- 


. 1 " ; . * 
ſuming, had been ſuffciently encouraged by uni- 


NN Succeſs, to place great Conlidence in his 


ewn Parts; and was not below his Companions in the 
Indulgence of his Hopes and Expectations of the 
Aſtoniſhment with which the World would be ſtruck, 
when firſt his Luſtre ſhould break ont upon it? 
nor could he help (tor whom does not conſtant Flat- 
tery intoxicate*) to join ſometimes in the Mirth of 


his Friends, at the ſudden Diſappearance of thoſe, 
who having ſhone awhile, and drawn the Eyes of the 
Public upon their feeble Luſtre, were now doomed 


to fade away before him. | 
It is natural for a Man to catch advantageous 
Nations of the Condition, which thoſe with whom 


he converſes are ſtriving to attain. Pulyphilus, in 4a 
Ramble to London, fell accidentally among the Phy- 


ficians ; and was fo much pleaſed with the Profpe*t 


of turning Philoſophy to Profit, and fo highly 
delighted with a new Theory of Fevers, whicn 
darted into his Imagination, and which, aſter having 
conſidered in a few Hours, he found himſelf able tg 


maintain againſt all the Advocates for the ancient 


Syſtem, that he reſolved to apply himſelf to Anatomy, 
Botany, and Chemiſtry ; and to leave no Part uncon- 
quered, either of the animal, mineral, or vegetable | 
Kingdoms. 

He therefore read Authors, conſtructed 1 | 


and tried Experiments. But unhappily, as he was 
going to ſee a new Plant in Flower at Che!jea, he met, 
in croſſing Weſtminfer to take the Water, the Chan- 
cellor's Coach. He had the Curioſity to follow him 
into the Hall; where a remarkable Cauſe happened 
to be tried; and found himſelf able to produce fo 
many Arguments which the Lawyers had omitted on 
both Sides, that he determined to quit Phyſic for 


a Profeſſion in which he found it would be ſo eaſy 


to excel; and which promifed higher Honours and 
larger Profits, without melancholy Atteudance upon 
| Milery, 


> 
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Mitery, mean Submiſſion to Peeviſbneſs, and sonti- 


nua interruption to Reſt and Pleaſure. 
He immediately took Chambers in the Temple, 


bougnt a Common-Place Book, and confined himſelf 


tor {vive Months to the Pernſal of the Statutes, 
Vear-Books, Pleadings, and Reports. He was a 
contant Hearer of the Proceedings in the Courts, 
and begun to put Caſes with reaſonable. A-curacy.— 
Dt he toon ducovered, by conſidering the Fortune 
of Lawyers, that Preferment was not to be got by 
Aunenis, Learning, and Eloquenie. He was per- 
Picked by the Abfurdities of Attornies, and Mifre- 
pretentaiiygns made by his Clients of their own Cauſes ; 
the nielels Anxiety of one, and the incelfant Im- 
poriiinity of another. He began to repent of having 
dcvoted himſelf to a Study, which was fo narrow 
in uus Co myrehenſfion, which could never carry his 
Name to ai other Country; and thought it un- 
woriny of a Min of Parts, to fell his Life only for 
Money. The Barrermels of his Fellow Students 
forced him generally into other Company, at his 
Hours of Entertaimaent; and, among the Varieties 
of Converſation through which this Curiofity was 
aatly wandering, he, by Chance, mingled at a Ta- 
dern, with ſome intelligent Officers of the Army. A 
Man of Letters was cally dazzled with the Gatety oi 
their Appearance, and ſoftened into Kindnets by the 
Politenels ot their Addreſs. He therefore cultivated 
this new Acquaintance; and when he faw how rew- 
dily they found, in every Place, Admiſſion and Re- 
Card, and how familiarly they mingled with every 
Rank and Order of Men, he begin to feel his Heart 
beat for military Honours; and wondered how the 
Prejudices of the Univerlity ſhould have made hun 
io long inſenfible of that Ambition, which had fired 
lo many Hearts in every Age; and negligent of 
that Calling, which is above all others, univer- 
ily and invariably illuſtrious, and which gives 
£ven to the exterior Appearance of its Profeſſors, 
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4 Dignity and Freedom unknown to the Belt of 


Maing.nd. 


Theſe favourable Impreſſions were made till 
deeper by his Converfation with the Ladies; whote 
Rgard for Soldiers he could not oblerve without 
w:iihing himſelf one of that happy Fraternity, to 


* i * the Female World ſeem to have devoted all 


their Charms and their Kindneſs. The Love of 
Knowledge, which was ſtill his predominant Incli- 
nation, was gratified by the Recital of Adventurcs, 
and Accounts of foreign Countries; and therefore 
he thought there was no Way of Lite in which all 
his Views could fo completely concenter, as in that 
of a Soldier. In the Art of Wer he thought it not 
difhcult to excel, 


Fortificution; and thercfore he liudied all the 1aili- 


tary Writers, both ancient and modern; and, in a 


having oblerved his new Friends 
not very much veiled | in the Principles of Tactics or + 


ſtort Time, could tell how to have gained every 


remarkable Battle that had been loft from the Begin- 

Fe often ſhewed at a Table, » 
how alexander ſhould have been Checked in his Con- 
fatal Error at Pharjalia, how | 
Caries of Sen might have eſcaped his Ruin at 
Sht have been made to 


queſts, what was the 


Pale, and bete e m 
repent his Temerity at — i: He entrenched Ar- 
mies 1: don Paper, io taut ro Superiority of Number: 
could force them ; and modelled in Clay many impreg. 
nable Fortrefles, om which the preſent Arts of Attack 
world te sthaufted without Eftect. 

Pal), „ i ta a ſhort Time obtained a c 
but Letore he cod rub off the Solemnity of a Scho- 
He, 21d gain the true Air oi military Vivacity, 
War vs iieciared, and Forces ſent to the Continent. 
115 unhappy 105 nc, that Study alone 
would nut make a Soldier: Tor, Lemme much accul- 
tomed to think, the Senie of Danger junk into his 


Mind, and he felt at the Approach of any Action 
Ent Tecter WHICH a Sentente of Death would have 
brough 


*Riingle Point. 
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brought upon him. He w that inſtead of conquer- 
ing their Fears, the Endeavours of his gay Friends 
were only to eſcape them: But his Philotophy chained 
his Mind to its Object; and rather loaded him with 
Shackles than furniſhed him with- Arms. He how- 
ever” ſuppreſſed his Milery in Silence, and paſſed 
through the Campaign with, Honour ; but found 
himſelf utterly unable to ſupport another. 3 

He then had Recourſe again to his Books, and 
continued to range from one-Study to another. As 
I uſually viſit him once a Month, and am admitted 
to him without previous Notice, I have found him 
within this laſt Half Year- decyphering the Chineſe 
Language, making a Farce, collecting a Vocabulary 
of the obſolete Terms of the Engi Law, writing 
an Enquiry concerning the ancient Corinthian Braſs, 
and forming a new Scheme of the Variations of the 
Needle. lt INNS 

Thus his powerful Genius, which might have 
extended the Sphere of. any Science, or benefitted 
the World in any Profeſſion, is diſſipated in a bound- 
leſs Variety, without any Profit to others or himſelf. 
He makes fudden Irruptions into the Pegions of 
Knowledge, and fees all Obſtacles give Way before 


i him; but he never ſtays long enough to complete 


his Conqueſt, to eſtabliſh Laws, or bring away the 
_— . | 
- Such is often the Folly of thoſe Men, whom Ni- 
ture has enabled to obtain Skill and Knowledge on 
Terms ſo eaſy, that they have no Senſe of the Value 
of the Acquiſition; who are qualified to make ſuch 
ſpeedy Progreſs in Learning, that they think them- 
lelves at Liberty to loiter in the Way; and often, 
by turning aſide after every new Object, like Halen, 
lole the Race to flower Competiturs, who preis 
diligently forward, and whoſe Force is directed to a 
| have often thought them happy that have been 
ixed, from the firſt Dawn of Thoveht, in a Deter- 
R mination 
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mination to ſome State of Life, by the Choice of 
one whoſe Authority may preclude Caprice, and 
whoſe Influence nay prejudice them in the Favour 


of his Opinion. The general Precept of confulting 


the Genius, is of little Uſe; unleſs we are told how 


the Genius can be known. If it is to be diſcovered 


only by Experiment, Life will be loft before the 
Reſolution can be fixed; if any other Inclinations 
are to be found, they may, perhaps, be very early 
diſcerned. At leaſt, if to miſcarry in an Attempt 
be a Proof of having miſtaken the Birection of the 
Genius, Men appear not leſs frequently deceived 
with Regard to themſelves than to others: And 
therefore no one has much Reaſon to complain, that 
his Life was planned out by Friends; or, to be 


Ef 
"Aj 


confident, that he ſhould have had either more 


Honour or Happineſs, by being abandoned to the 
Chance of his own Fan 

It was faid of the learned Sanderſon, that when 
he was preparing his Lectures, he hefitated ſo much, 
and rejected ſo often, that at the Times of reading, 
he was often forced to produce, not what was 
beſt, but what happened to be at Hand. This will 
be the State of every Man, who in the Choice of 
his Employment, balances all the Arguments on 
every Side. The Complication is fo intricate, the 
Motives and Objections ſo numerous; there is ſo 
much Play for the Inclination, and {6 much remains 
in the Power of others, that (Reaſon forced at laſt 
to zeſt in Neutrality) the Deciſion devolves into 
the Hands of Chance; and after a great Part of 


Lif /pent in Enquiries which can never be reſolved, | 


the Reſt muſt often pals in repenting the unneceſſary 


Delay; and can be uſeful to few other Purpoſes, | 
than to warn others againſt the ſame Folly; and to 
ſhew that of two States of Life, equally conſiſtent 
with Religion and Virtne, he who chuſes earlieſt, : 
and perſeveics in it, chules beſt, 
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It is therefore of the utmoſt Importance, that ail 
who have any Intention of doing well for themielves 
or others, and of acquiring a Reputation fuperior to 
the common Names which are hourly finking into 
Oblivion, and {wept away by Time among the Refuſe 


of Fame, ſhould add to their Reaſon and Spirit 


the Power of perliſting in their Purpote; fince all 


the Performances of human Art, at which we look 


with Praile or Wonder, are Inſtances of the reſiſtleſs 
Force of Perſeverance. It is by this that the Quarry 


becomes a Pyramid, and that diſtant Countries are 


united by Canals. If a Man were to compare the 
Eitect of a ſingle Stroke with the Pick-ax, or of one 
Impreſſion of the Spade, with the general Def'gn 


and laſt Effect, he would be overwhelmed by the 


Senſe of their Difproportion: Yet thofe petty 
Operations, incelſantly continued, at laſt furmount 
the greateſt Difficulties; and Mountains are levelled, 
and Oceans bounded, by the ſlender Force of human 
Beings. | 


— 


On INCITEMENT to Enterprize and Emulation, 


Story of the Admirible Ce1GuToN. 


He who deſpairing in dull Languor lies, 
To glorious Deeds will never, never riſe z 
Like a dull Weed, he wegetates ard dies. R. 


122 ſometimes heard it diſputed in Converſation 
whether it be more laudable or defrable, that a 
Man ſhould think too highly or too meanly of him- 
ſelf: It is on all Hands agreed to be beſt, that he 
ſhould think riglitly ; but ſince a ſallible Being will 
always make ſome Deviations from exact Rectitude, 
it is not wholly uſeleſs to enquire towards which Side 
it is ſafer to incline. 

The Prejudices of Mankind ſeem to favour him who 
errs by under-rating his own Powers; he is conſidered 


Jas a Modeſt and harmleſs Member of Society, not 
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likely to break the Peace by Competition, to endet- 
vour aſter tuch Splendour oi Reputation 45 may dim 
the Luſtre ei others, cr to interrupt any in the 
En,oyment of themſelves; he is no Man's Rival, and 
thereiore may be every Man's Friend. 

The Opinion which a Mut entertains of himſelf, 
o0u%t to be diftinguiihed, in order to an accurate 
Lücuſſion of this Queſtion, es it relates to Perſons 
o to Things. To thick bighly of gurielves in Con- 
Farton with others, to aſſume by our own Authority 
Lat Preceucnce which none are willing to grant, mult 
be always b.vidious ed ofienive; but to rate our 
Powers high in Proportion to Things, and imagine 
viiricives equal to great Undertakings, while we leave 
ters u Polſelfion of the lame Aviities, cannot with 
qua Inkice provoke Cenſure. | 

Ir muſt be confeifed, that Seli-love may diſpoſe us 
te decide too haſtily in our own Favour; but who is 
hurt by the Miſtake? If we are incited by this vain 
Opinion to attempt more than we car: perform, our's 
=3 the Labour, and our's is the Diſgrace. | 

But he that dares to think well of Eimfelf, will not 
always prove to be miſtaken ; and the good Effects of 
}is Confidence will then appear in great Attempts and 
great Performances: If he ſhould not fully complete 
his Deſign, he will at leaſt advance it ſo far, as to 
leave an eaſy Talk for him that ſucceeds him; and 
even though he ſhould wholly fail, he will fail with 
Honour. 3 5 „ 

But from the oppoſite Error, from torpid Deſpon- 
dency can come no Advantage; it is the Froſt of the 
Soul which Linds up all its Powers, and congeals Life 
in perpetual Sterility. He that has no Hopes of 
Succeſs, will make no Attempts ; and where nothing 
is attempted, nothing will be done. 1 

Every Man ſhould, therefore, endeavour to main- 
tain in himſelf a favourable Opinion of the Powers of 
the human Mind; which are, perhaps, in every Man 
greater than they appear, and might by diligent Cul- 

tivation, 
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tivation, be exalted to a Degree beyond what their 
Poiſelfor preſumes to believe. There is ſcarce any 
Man but has found himfelf able, at the Inſtigatiom 
of Neceſlity, to do what in a State of Leiſure and 
Deliberation he would have concluded impoſſible ; 
and ſome of our Species have ſignalized themlelves by 
fuch Atchievements, as prove that there are few 
Things above human Hope. 
It has been the Policy of all Nations to preſerve, 
by ſome public Monuments, the Memory of thoſe 
who have ſerved their Country by great Exploits ; 
there is the fame Reaſon for continuing or reviving 
the Names of thoſe whoſe extenſive Abilities have 
dignified Humanity. An honeſt Emulation may be 
alike excited, and the Philoſopher's Curioſity may be 
inflamed by a Catalogue of the Works of Boyle or 
Bacon, as Themoſticles was kept away by the Trophies 
of Miltiades. EE 
Among the Favourites of Nature that have from 
Time to Time appeared in the World, enriched with 
various Endowments and Contrarieties of Excellence, 
none ſeem to have been more exalted above the 
common Rate of Humanity, than the Man known 
about two Centuries ago by the Appellation of the 
Admirable Crighton ; of wlioſe Hiſtory, whatever we 
may ſuppreſs as ſurpaſſing Credibility, yet we ſhall 
upon inconteſtible Authority relate enough to rank 
lle among Prodigies. | 

Virtue, fays Virgil, is better accepted when it 


| comes in a pleaſing Form. The Perſon of Crighton 


was eminently beautiful ; but his Beauty was con- 
liſtent with fuch Activity and Strength, that in 
Fencing he would ſpring at one Bound the Length 
of twenty Feet upon his Antagoniſt; and he uled 
the Sword in either Hand with ſuch Force and 
2 that ſcarce any one had Courage to engage 
im. 
Having ſtudied at St. Andrew's, in Scotland, he went 


to Paris in his twenty-firſt Year, and affixed on the 
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Gate of the College of Navarre, a Kind of Challenge 


to the learned of that Univerſity, to diſpute with 
them on a certain Day; offering to his Opponents, 
who ver they might be, the Choice of ten Languages, 
471d of all the Faculties and Sciences. On the Da 

appointed, three thouſand Auditors aſſembled, when 
our Doctors of the Church, and fiity Maſters appeared 
againſt him; and one of his Antagoniſts confeſſes 
that the Doctors were defeated: That he gave Proofs 
0: Knowledge above the Reach of Man; and that a 
hundred Years, paſſed without Food or Sleep, would 
not be be ſuſficient for the Attainment of his Learn- 
ing. After a Diſputation of nine Hours, he was 
2 by the Preſident and Profeſſors with 2 


iamond and Purſe of Gold, and diſmiſſed with 


repeated Acclamations. 
From Paris he went away to Reme, where he made 


the ſame Challenge, and had in the Preſence of the 


Pope and Cardinals the fame Succeſs. Afterwards he 
contratted at Venice an Acquaintance with Aldus 
Manutius, by whom he was introduced to the Learned 


of that City ; then viſited Padua, where he engaged in 


another public Diſputation, 4 his Performance 
with an extempore Poem in! 
the Aſſembly then prefent, and concluding with an 


Oration equally unpremeditated in Commendation of 


Ignorance. ; | 
He afterwards publiſhed another Challenge, in 


which he declared himſelf ready to detect the Errors 


of Ariſtotle and all his Commentators, either in the 
common Forms of Logic, or in any which his 
Antagoniſts ſhould propoſe, of a hundred different 
Kinds of Verſe. 


Theſe Acquiſitions of Learning, however ſtupen- 
dous, were not gained at the Expence of any Pleafure | 


which Youth generally indulges, or by the Omiſſion 
of any Accompliſhment in which it becomes a Gentle- 
man to excel: He practiſed in great Perfection the 
Arts of Drawing and Painting; he was an eminent 


Performer 
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Performer in both vocal and inſtrumental Muſic; he 
danced with uncommon Gracefuineis; and, on the 
Day after his Diſputation at Paris, exhibited his Skill 
in Horſemanſhip before the Court of France, where, 
at a public Match of Tilting, he bore away the Ring 
upon his Lance filteen Times together. 
He excelled likewiſe in domeſtice Games of leſs 
Dignity and Reputation ; and in the Interval between 
his Challenge and Diſputation at Faris, he ſpent o 
much of his Time at Cards, Dice, and Tennis, that 
a2 Lampoon was fixed upon the Gate of the Sorbonne, 
* directing thoſe who would fce this Munſter of 
* Erudition, to look for him at the Tavern. 
: So extenlive was his Acquaintance with Life and 
Manners, that in an Italian Comedy, compoled by ? 
- himſelf, and exhibited before the Court of Mantua, 3 
he is faid to have perſonated fifteen different Charac- 
ters: in all which he might ſucceed without great 
* Difficulty, ſince he had ſuch Power of Retention, q 
that once hearing an Oration of an Hour, he would { 
repeat it exactly, and in the Recital follow the 'Þ 
J +.» nay through all the Variety of Tone and Geſticu- 
lat ion. ibs | | | 
Nor was his Skill in Arms leſs than in Learning, i 
bor his Courage inferior to his Skill: There was a i 
2 Prize-fighter at Mantua, who, (travelling about the 1 
World, according to the barbarous Cuſtom of that | 
in Age, as a general Challenger) had defeated the moſt 
rs celebrated Maſters in many Parts of Europe; and in 
ne Mantua, where he then reſided, had killed three that 
is YJappeared againſt him. The Duke repented that he 
nt Jhad granted him his Protection; when Crighton, 
looking on his ſanguinary Succeſs with Indignation, 1 
offered to ſtake fifteen hundred Piſtoles, and mount ll. 
the Stage againſt him. The Duke, with 1ome Reluc- N 
ance, conſented; and on the Day fixed, the Com- 
batants appeared: Their Weapons ſeemed to have 
deen the ſingle Rapier, which was then newly intro- 
auced into 1taly, The Prize-fighter advanced with 
great 
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eat Violence and Fierceneſs, while Crighton con- 
tented himſelf calmly to ward his Paſſes, and ſuffered 
him to exhauſt his Vigour by his own Fury. Crighton 


then became the Aſſailant; and preſſed upon him with 


ſuch Force and Agility, that he thruit him thrice 


through the Body, and faw him expire. He then * 


divided the Prize he had won among the Widows, 
whoſe Huſbands had been killed. 


The Death of this wonderful Man I ſhould be 


willing to conceal, did I not know that every Reader 
will enquire curiouſly after that fatal Hour, which is 
common to all human Beings, however diſtinguiſhed 
from each other by Nature or Fortune. 

The Duke of Mantua, having received ſo many 
Proofs of his various Merits, made him Tutor to his 
Son Fincentio de Gonzaga, a Prince of looſe Manners 
and turbulent Diſpoſition. On this Occaſion it was 
that he compoſed the Comedy, in which he exhibited 
ſo many different Characters with exact Propriety. 
But his Honour was of ſhort Continuance ; for as he 
was one Night in the Time of Carnival rambling about 
the Streets with his Guittar in his Hand, he was 
attacked by fix Men maſked. Neither his Courage 
nor Skill at this Exigence deſerted him; he oppoſed 


them with ſuch Activity and Spirit, that he foon 


diſperſed them, and diſarmed their Leader, who 


throwing off his Maſk, difcovered himſelf to be the 


Prince his Pupil. Cr:ghton falling on his Knees, took 
his own Sword by the Point, and preſented it to the 
Prince ; who immediately ſeized it, and initigated, as 
ſome ſay, by Jealouſy, according to others only by 
drunken Fury and brutal Reſentment, thruſt him 
through the Rennt. | 

Thus was the Admirable Crighton brought into 


that State, in which he could excel the meaneſt of ; 


Mankind only by a few empty Honours paid to his 


Memory: The Court of Mantua teſtified their Eſteem 
by a public Mourning; the cotemporary Wits were 
profule of their Encomiums; and the Palaces of Italy ' 

OY were 
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were adorned with pictures, repreſenting him on 


Horſeback, with a Lance in one Hand, and a Book 
in the other” 


— 


on LABOUR and EXERCISE, 


The wiſe, for Cure, on Exerciſe depend. 
Ca never made his Work for Man to mend. DRYDEN. 


ODILY Labour is of two Kinds, either that 

whit a Man ſubmits to for his Livelihood, or 

that which he undergoes for his Pleaſure. The latter 

of them gencrally changes the Name of Labour for 

tat of Exerciſe, but difters _ only from ordinary 
Labour as it riſes from another Motive. 

IJ A Country Lite abounds in both theſe Kinds of 
Labour, and ior. that Reaſon gives a Man a greater 
Stock oi Health, and conſequently. a more perfect 
Enjoyment of himſelt, than any other Way of Life. 
I conſider the Body as a Syſtem of Tubes and Glands; 
or, to uſe a more ruſtic Phraie, a Bundle of Pipes and 

2 Strainers, fitted to one another after ſo wonderſul a 

Manner, as to make a proper Engine ter the Soul to 

work with. This Deſcription does not only compre- 
hend the Bowels, Bones, Tendons, Veins, Nerves, 

and Arteries, but every Muſcle, every Ligature, which 
is a Compoſition of Fibres, that are ſo many Imper- 

I ceptible Tubes or Pipes interwoven on all Sides with 

FT inviſible Glands or Strainers. 

| The general Idea of a human Body, without con- 

ſiderine it in the Niceties of £ natoiny, lets us fee - 
how abſolutely neceſſary Labour is for the right Pre- 

# ſervation of it. There muſt be frequent Motions 

and Agitations, to mix, digeſt, and {ſeparate the 

3 Juices contained in it, as well as to clear and cleanſe 

that Infinitude of Pipes and Strainers of which it is 

compoſed, and to give their folid Parts a more firm 
and laſting Tone. Labour or Exerciſe ſerments the 

Humours, calls them into their proper Channel, 
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throws off Redundancies, and helps Nature in thoſe Þ ;. 
ſecret Diſtributions, without which the Body cannot \ 
ſubſiſt in its Vigour, nor the Soul act with Cheartul-Þ 

nels, 5 

might here mention the Effects which this has © 
upon all the Faculties of the Mind, by keeping the 7 
Underſtanding clear, the Imagination untroubled. 
and refining thoſe Spirits that are neceſſary for nl 


proper Exertion of our intellectual Faculties, during 
the preſent Laws of Union between Soul and Body. = 
It is to a Neglect in this particular that we mult. 
aſcribe the Spleen, which is ſo frequent in Men o 
fludious and ſedentary 'Tempers - us well 286 th. 
Vapours, to which thoſe of the other Sex arc me 
often ſubject. 4 
Had not Exerciſe been abſolutely neceſſary for oui 3 
Well-being, Nature would not have made the Body 
ſo proper for it, by giving fuch an Activity to. the; 
Limbs, and ucha Plenity to every Part, as neceſ.- 
ſarily produce thoſe Compreſſions, Extenſions, Con- 
tort ions, Dilatations, and all other Kinds of Motions. 
that are neceſſary for the Preſervation of ſuch 4 
Syſtem of Tubes and Glands, as have been before- 
mentioned. And that we might not want Induce- JY 
ment to engage us in ſuch an Exercife of the Body, 
as is proper for its Welfare, it is fo ordered, nothing 
valuable can be procured without it. Not to men- 
tion Riches and Honour, even Food and Raiment! 
are not to be come at, without the Toil of the 
Hands and Sweat of the Brow. Providence furniſhes 
Materials, but expects that we'ſhould work them, 
up ourſelves. The Earth muft be laboured before, 
it gives its increaſe; and when it is forced into it, e 
ſeveral Products, how many Hands muſt they pals 
through before they are fit for Ute? Manufactures! 
Trade, and Agriculture, naturally employ more than? 
nineteen Parts of the Species in twenty; and as for 
thoſe who are not obliged to labour, by the Condi- 
tion in which they are born, they are more miſerable! 
"I | than 
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e | than the Reſt of Mankind, unleſs they indulge them- 
©F {elves in that voluntary Labour, which goes by the 
Name of Exerciſe. | 

1 As I am a Compound of Soul and Body, I conſi- 
der myſelf as obliged to a double Scheme of Duties; 
and 1 think I have not fulfilled the Bulineſs of the 


; ty Day, when I do not thus employ the one in Labour 


* and Exercite, as well as the other in Contemplation 
| 1: and Study. | | 
ing 
. c — 

ys + h i | 
N e TEMPERANCE. 

WM 
25 ; ; "Tis to thy Rules, O Temperance ! that wwe owe | 
100 f All Pleaſures which from Health or Strength can flow + 

> Figour of Body, Purity of Mind, 

OUi Unclouded Reaſon, Sentiment refin'd. CHanDLER. 
ody 4 . * 3 | 
the HERE is a Story in the Arabian Nights Tales, 
cel- of a King who had long languiſh2d under an 


ill Habit of Body, and had taken abundance of Re- 


ns. medies to no Purpoſe. At length, ſays the Fable, a 


h 2 Phyſician cured him by the following Method: He 
re. took a hollow Ball of Wood, and {tiled it with le- 
uce- veral Drugs; after which he cloled it fo artificially, 
ody, that nothing appeared. He likewiſe took a Mall, 
Hing land after having hollowed the Handle, and that Part 
nen-Awhich ſtrikes the Ball, he incloſed in them feveril 
nent Drugs after the fame Manner as in the Ball itſelt. 

the He then ordered the Sultan, who was his Patient, 
ihe Ito exerciſe himſelf early in the Morning with theſe 


hemÞizntly prepared Inſtruments, till fuch Times as he 


fore chould ſweat. When, as the Story goes, the Virtue 
o its of the Medicaments perſpiring throngh the Wood, 
pass, had ſo good an Influence on ::e Sultan's Conſtitution, 
ures that they cured him of an Indiſpoſition which all the 
than TCompolitious he had taken inwardly had not been 
s for Able to remove. This Eaſtern Allegory is finely con- 
ondi-Hrived to ſhew us how beneticial bodily Labour is 10 
r2blici Jealth, and that Exercite is the moſt etfectual Pliy- 
than tu. 
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fic. I ſhall in this Place recommend another great 
Preſervation of Health, which in many Caſes pro- 
duces the ſame Effect as Exerciſe, and may, in ſome 


Mcilure, ſupply its Place. where Opportunities of 


Exerciſe are wanting. The Preſervative I am ſpcak- 
ing of is Temperonce, which has thoſe particular 
Advantages abore all other Means of Health, that it 
may be practiſed by all Ranks and Conditions, at 


any Seafon, or in any Place. It is a Kind of Regimen 


into which every Man may put bimſelf, without 
Interrupiior. to Buſineſs, Expence of Money, or Lofs 
of Time. If Exercife throws off all Superfluities, 
Temperance prevents them; if Exercile clears the 
Veilels, Temperance neither fatiates nor overſtrains 
them; if Exercite raiſes proper Ferments in the Hu- 
mours, and promotes the Circulation of the Blood, 
Temperance gives Nature her full Play, and enables 


her to exert herlelf in all her Force and Vigonr; if - 


Exerciſe diſſipates a growing Diſtemper, Temperance 
ſtarves it. 


aylic, for the moſt Fart, is nothing elſe but the 


Subſtitute of Exerciſe or Temperance. Medicine, 
are indeed al foluteiy neceſſary in acute Diſtempers, 
that cannot wait the flow Operation of theſe two 


grcat Inſtruments of Health; but did Men live in an 
habitual Courſe of Exerciſe and Tempcrince, there g 


would he but little O-cation for them. Accordingly 


we find that thoſe Parts of the World are the moſt 1 
healthy, where they iubtift by the Chace; and that 3 
Men lived longeſt when their Lives were employed 
in Hunting, and when they had little Food beſides 
what they caugl;t. Bliſtering, Cupping, and Bleed- 3 
ing are ſeldom of Uie, but to the Idle and Intem- 
perate; as all thoſe inward Applications, which are 
fo much in Practice among us, are for the moit Part 
nothing elſe but Expedients to make Luxury con- 
{iftent with Health. The Apothecary is perpetually | 
employed in countermining the Cook and the Vint- 
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Man who was going to a Feaſt, he took him up in 
the Street and carried him Home to his Friends, as 
one who was running into imminent Danger, bad 
not he prevented him. What would the Philoſopher 


205 


have ſaid, had he been preſent at the Gluttony-of a 


modern Meal? Would not he have thought the Maſ- 


ter of a Family mad, and have begged his Servants to 


tie down his Hands, had he ſeen him devour Fowl, 
Fiſh, and Fleſh; ſwallow Oil and Vinegar, Wines 
and Spices ; throw down Sallads of twenty different 
Herbs, Sauces of an hundred Ingredients, Confections 
and Fruits of numberleſs Sweets and Flavours 2 What. 
unnatural Motions and Counterferments muſt ſuch a 
Medley of Intemperance produce in the Body : For 
my Part, when I behold a faſhionable Table tet out 
in all its Magnificence, I fancy that I ſee Gouts and 
Dropſies, Fevers and Lethargies, with other innu- 
merable Diſtempers, lying in Ambulcade among the 
Diſhes. | 

Nature delights in the moſt plain and ſimple Diet. 
Every Animal, but Man, keeps to one Diſh. Herbs 
are the Food of this Species, Fiſh of that, and Fl-ſh 
of a third. Man falls upon every Thing that comes 
in his Way; not the ſmalleſt Fruit or Excreſcence of 
the Earth, ſcarce a Berry or a Muſhroom can eſcape 
him. | 

[t is impoſſible to lay down any determinate Rule 


for Temperance, becauſe what is Luxury in one, 


may be Temperance in another; but there are few 
that have lived any Time in the World, who are not 


Judges of their own Conſtitution, fo far as to know 


what. Kinds and what Proportion of Food do beſt 
agree with them. Were I to conſider my Readers as 
my Patients, and to preſcribe ſuch a Kind of Tem- 
perance as is accommodated to all Perſons, and tuch 


as is particularly ſuited to our Climate and Way of 
Living, I would copy the following Rules of a ver 


eminent Phyfician. Make your whole Repaſt out 
It you indulze in 2 Second, avoid 
drinking 
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drinking anv Thing ſirong until you have finiſhed 
vor Meal: At the lame Time abſtain from all Saucecs, 
or at leaſt front ſuch as ure not the moſt plain and 
{mple. A Man could not well be guilty of Glut- 
tony, if he ſtuck to theſe fc obvious and eaſy Rules, 
In the firſt Cafe there would be no Variety of Taſtes 
to ſolicit his Palate, and occatinn Exceſs; nor in the 
tecond, any artificial Provocatives to relieve Sat! ety, 
and create i fol'e Appetite. Were I to Ned A 
Rule for Drluking, it won! 10 be 3 upon a Saying 
2 by Sir Mam Ten: The jirſt Glaſs for miyſcify 
lie ſecond for viy Fiicuds, the tittd for geo Humour, 
and the nr for my FHurmiss. But becauſe it 
is iwpoſlible for one who lives in the World to 
ctiet hamclt alwiys in fo phi _— al a Manner, I 
think every Mp {hold aue his Days of Abſti- 
nence, according as nis Co: muution will permit. 
Wile ave great Relicts to Nature, 35 they quuiity 
it for itru7 ling with Henger mad Thiift, when 
ever any Laſtewper or Duiy of Lite ray put it 
upon tue h Dittiiculeics; and at the fare Time give 
it an Opportunity of extricating itfelf from its 
Oppre tons, and recorering the Lreral Jones and 
Spring: of its dutended Veſſels. Bef des, that Abiti- 
nence well timed often kills a Sicknets in the Embrio, 
and deſtroys the firſt Sceds of an indiipolition. 
It is obſerved by two or three ancient Authors, 
thut Socrates, notwithſtanding he prey in Athens 
during the great Flague whic h has made fo nuch 
Noile thron Shout all Ages, and has een celebrated 
at different Times by ſuch eminent Hands: I fay, 
notwithſtandirig that be lived at the Time of this 
devouring Peftilence, he never caught the leaſt 
Infection, which thoſe Writers unanimoutly alcribe 
to that uninterrupted Temperance which he always 
oblerved. 

And here I cannot but mention an Obſervation 
which I have often made, upon reading the Lives 
of the Plliloſophers, and con. paring it with any Series 
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of Kings or great Men of the ſame Number. If 


ve ronfider theſe ancient Siges, a great Part of whole 
Fhilolophy conkited in a te -mperate 2 and abſremo: 15 
Courie of Lite, one won! At think the Life of a Philo- 
ſopher, and the Life of a Ylin, were of two ditterent 
Dates: For we hd the Bet nerality of theſe wite Men 


were nearer an hundred than lixty Years of Age at 
the Time of their refpettive Deaths. 


The Benefits ar“! ing from a temperate Courſe of 


Life are Tet in ati more rikinz Lig ent in the fol- 
10 Wing lc 75 


Te INFALLIBLE ELIXIR. 


4 SCUL-: 1 \'PIUS, aſter! iS Dei Acation Or Ad m tt2n ce 
among the Gods, having reviti ited mis at 4 


er and being one Po (s Curiohty led hen 
a-rambling) in Tanger of beit : ben 20 ns, mode 
the beit or his Way to 2 Rou'e he au. at m_ Di- 
tance, where he was hafpitably received by the Mater 
of it. Cremes, © for that oh 15 the Matter's Nute, 
though but a young M n, was f nam end e 
Of teveral Dilies fervweg vp to Supper, Cremes ob— 


lerved that his Gueſt ©: at! 2ut of ne; and that the 
moſt tap! le; nor could all his 1 Prevail on 
him to do otherrife. He was, nutwithitanding, 
highty delighted with Frabevins's Converſation, in 
which he obſerved a Chearfnlnets and Knowle. ice 
ſuperior to any Thing he had hitherto met with. 
The next Morning E, ical: % ins took his Leave, but 
not till he had eng; ed his good-natured Holt to pay 
him a Viſit at a ſmall Villa, a few Miles from 
thence, where he informed him of bis De ing. 
Cremes came accord uncly, and was moit kindly re- 
ceived ; but here rcat was his Amazement, when 
Supper was let ved up, to fee nougnt but Milk, 
Holey, and a tew Roots, dreſſed in the plaineſt but 
neateſt Manner, LO which Hunger, Cheariuluels, and 
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good Senſe, were the only Sauces. Eſculapius ſeemed 
to eat with Pleaſure, while Cremes ſcarcely taſted of 
them. On which a Repaſt was ordered, more ſuitable 
to dur Guelt's Table. Iinmediately there flccecded 
a Banquet compoſed of the moſt artful Diſhes that 
Luxmy could invent, with great Plenty and Variety 
ol the rickeſt and moſt intoxicating Wines. Theſe 
too were accompenied by Damſels of bewitching 
Beauty, It was now Cremes gave a Loofe to his Ap- 
petites, and every Thing he taſted raifed Extaſies 
beyond what he had ever known. During the Repaſt, 
the Duymiels fing and danced to entertain them; their 
Chumns enchanted the erraptured Gueſt, already 
fioitered with what he had drank; his Senfes were 
Iſt in extatic Confuſion. Every Thing round him 
emed Elyfum, and he was on the Point of indulg- 
i the moſt boundleſs Freedoms, when on a ſudden, 
tur Lcauty, which was but a Vizard, fell off, and 
diſcuvercd For:s the moſt hideous and forbidding 
nnaginal-le. Luft, Revenge, _ Murder, meagre 
L overty, and Deſpair, now appeared in the moſt odious 
Shipes, and the Place inſtantly became a moſt dire 
Sehe of Miſery and Confuſion. How oft did Crimes 
Nin himfelf far diſtant from ſuch diabolical Com- 
pany, and how dreaded the fatal Conſequence which 
tirzcatencd him? His Blood ran chill at his Heart; 
his Knees ſinote each other with Fear; and Joy and 
Rapture were perverted to Amazement and Horror! 
When Elerlotins perceived it had made ſufficient Im- 
1 cn onks Guelt, he thus addreſſed him: Know, 


5 £/aulopius who has thus entertained you, 


it you have here beheld, is a true Image of 
7} Decei:fulnefs and Miſery infeparable from Luxury 
and Intemperance. Would you be happy, be tem- 
perate; Temperance is the Parent of Health, Virtue, 
Wiſdom, Plenty, and every Thing that can make 2 
happy in this, or the World to come. It is indeed 
the true Luxury of Life, ior without it, Life cannot 


de enjoyed.“ This ſaid, he diſappeared, and left 
Cremes 
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Cremes (inſtend of an elegant Apartment) in an open 
Plain, full af Ideas quite different from thoſe he had 
brought with him. On his Return home, from the 
moſt luxurious he became one of the moſt temperate 
Men, by which wife Method, he ſoon regrined 
Heilth. Frugality produced Riches, and from an 
infirm and crazy Contitution, and almoſt ruined 
Eitate, bv Virtue of this Infall:vle Elixir, he became 
one of the happieſt Men breathing, and lived to a 
healthy old Age, revered as an Oracle for his VWitzom 
throughout all Greece, 


On the VANITY of ſome MEN's WISHES 
ad P RAT ERS. 


ien to Alnichty Toe our Prayers ꝛue move, 
Mu, Virine guide, and Heaven cur Suil appr ove. R. 


N A ENNIPUS, the Philoſopher, was a ſecond 


Time taken up into Heaven by Jupiter, when 
for his Entertainment he lifted up a frap-door, that 
was placed by his Footſtool. At its ruing there iſſued 
through it ſuch a Din of Cries as aſtoniſh2d che Phi- 
loſopher. Upon his aſking what they nicant, Jupiler 
told him they were the Privers that were ſent up to 
him from the Earth. Aſmnwpus, anidit the Confulion 
ot Voices, which was fo great that nothing Tels tan 


the Ear of Jeve could diftiinzuiſh them, heard the 
Words Riches, Honmnr, and lg Life, revonted in !o- 
veral different Tones and Lmeauages. Wien the lirit 


Hubbub of Sounds was over, the Trap-door Þcing left 
open, the Voices caine up more fepurate and ditt. 
The firit Prayer was a very odd one; it came tron 
Athens, and defired Jupiter to encreate the Wildem 
and the Beard of his humble Supplicant. Mennitus 
knew It, by the Voice, to be the Prayer of his Friend 
Lycan ler, the Philoſopher. This was fucreede.l by 
the Petition of one who had juſt laden = Ship, and 
promiied Jupiter, ii he took Care ©: it, and returned 
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it Home again full of Riches, he would make him an 
Offering of a Silver Cup. Jupiter thanked him for 
nothing; and bending down his Ear more attentively 
than ordinary, heard a Voice complaining to him of 
the Cruelty of an Ephrſian Widow, and begging bim 
to breed Compaſſion in her Heart: This, ſays Jupiter, 


is a very noneſt Fellow. I have received a great deal! 


of Incenſe from him; 1 will not be ſo cruel to him as 
to hear his Prayers. He was then interrupted with 
a whole Volley of Vows, which were made for the 
Health of a Tyrannical Prince by his Subjects, who 
praved for him in his Preſence. Mennibus was ſur- 


pPriſed, after having liſtened to Prayers offered up with 


to much Ardour and Devotion, to hear low Whifpers 
irom the lame Aſſembly, expoitulating with Jove for 
fuffering ſuch a Tyrant to live, and aking how his 
Thunder could lie idle? Jupiter was fo offended at 


ihefe prevaricating Raſcals, that he took down the 


firſt Vows, and puffed away the laſt. The Philoſo- 
pher, ſeeing a great Cloud mounting upwards, and 
making its Way exactly to the Trap-door, enquired 
of Jupiler what it meant. This, ſays Jupiter, is the 
Sincke of a whole Hecatomb that is offered me by the 
General of an Army, who is very importunate with 
me to let him cut off an hundred thouſand Men that 
are draven up in Array againſt him: What does the 
impudent Wretch think I ſee in him, to believe that 
Iwill make a Sacrifice of ſo many Mortals as good as 
inielf, and all this to his Glory, forfooth ? But hark, 
Lys Jepiter, there is a Voice I never heard but in Time 


ot Danger, it is a Rogue that is ſhipwrecked in the 


Tonian Sea: I ſaved him upon a Plank but three 
Days ago, upon his Promile to mend his Manners: 
The Scoundrel is not worth a Groat, and yet has the 
Impudence to offer me a Temple it I will keep him 
from ſinking.— But yonder, fays he, is a Ipecial 
Youth for you; he delires me to take his Father, who 
keeps a great Eſtate from him, out of the Miferies of 
human Lite. The old Fellow ſhall live till he * 

| 15 
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his Heart ache, I can tell him that for EIS Pains. This 
was followed by the loft Voice of a pious Lady, 
defiring Jupiter that ſhe might appear emiable and 
charming in the Sizht of her Emperor. As the Phi- 
lolopher was reflettmg on this extraordinary Petition, 
there blew a gentle Wind througi: the Trap-door, 
which he at firſt miſtook for a Gale of Zephyrs, but 
afterwards found it to be a Breeze of Sighs: They 
{melt ſtrong of Flowers and Incenſe, and were ſuc- 
ceeded by moſt piſſionate Complaints of Wounds and 
Torment, Fires and Arrows, Cruelty, Deſpair, and 
Death. Aſn! fancied that ſuch lunientable Cries 
arofe from ſome general Execution, or hom Wretches 
lying under the Torture; but Jupiter told him, they 
came to him from the Iſle of Papins, and that he. 
every Day received Complaints of the ſame Nature 
from that whimſical Tribe of Mortals who are called 
Lovers. I am fo triiled with, ſays he, by this Gene- 
ration of both Sexes, and find it ſo impoſlible to pleaie 
thein, whether I grant or refuſe their Petitions, that 
I thall order a weſtern Wind for the future to inter- 
cept them in their Paſſage, and blow them at Ran- 
dom upon the Earth. The laſt Petition I heard was 
from a very aged Man, near a hundred Years old, 
begging but for one Year more of Life, and then 
promiled to die contented. This is the rareſt old 
Fellow, ſays Jupiter ; he has made this Prayer to me 
lor above twenty Years together. When he was but 
tilty Years old, he deſired that he might only live to 
fee his Son ſettled in the World; I granted it. He 

then begged the fame Favour for his Daughter, and 
afterwards that he might ee the Education of a Grand- 
fon. When all this was brought about, he put up a 
Petition that he might live to finiſh a Houſe he was 
building. In ſhort, he is an unreaſonable old Cur, 
and never wants an Excuſe; I will hear no more of 
him. Upon which he flung down the Trap-door in a 
Paſſion, and was reſolved to give no more Audiences 


Notwith- 


that Day. 
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Notwithſtanding the Levity of this Fable, the Mo- 
ral of it very well deſerves our Attention. The Va- 
nity of Men's Wiſhes, which are the natural Prayers 
of the Mind, as well as many of thoſe ſecret Devotions 
which they offer to the Supreme Being, are ſutficient ly 
expoled by it. Among other Reaſons for Set Forms of 
Prayer, I have often thought it a very good one, that 
by this Means the Folly and Extravagance of Men's 
Deſires may be kept within due Bounds, and not to 
break out in abſurd and ridiculous Petitions on fo = 
great and folemn an Occaſion. 


8 ; ca. 


8 * 
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On KRIAL CASTLE-BUILDING. 


He dreams of Riches, Grandeur, and a Conn 
, . 
He wakes, and fuids lime a imple Clown. Rowe. 
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 Exascnar was a very idle Fellow, that never 
would ſet his Hand to any Bulmeſs during his 
Father's Life. When his Father died, he left him to 
the Value of an hundred Drachmas in Perſau Money. 
Ainaſchar, in order to make the belt of it, laid it out 
in Glaſſes, Bottles, and the fineit Earthen Ware. 
Theſe he piled up in a large open Baſket, and having 
made Choice of a very little Shop, pliced the Baſket _ 
at his Feet, and leaned his Back againſt the Wall, in 
Expectation of Cuſtomers. As he fat in this Poſture, 
with his Eyes upon the Baſket, he {ell into a moſt 
amuling Train of Thought, and was overheard by one 
of the Neighbours, as he telkcd to hinifelf, in the fol- 
lowing Manner: This Balket, fays he, coſt me at 
the Wholeſale Merchant's, an hundred Drachmas, 
which is all I have in the World. I ſhall quickly make 
two hundred of it, by ſelling it in Retail. Thefe two 
hundred Drachmas will in a very little Time riſe to 
four hundred, which of Courſe will amount in Time 
to four thouſand. Four thouſand Drachmas cannot 
fail of making eight thouland. —— As ſoou as by 
: N this 


S O 2 — 


t 
. 
2 
0 
0 
e 
. 
y 
18 


* . 2 * 
1 NE? * „ r 
aun > frat RM 


REDS es LAs. 


Tie PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 213 
this Means I am Maſter of ten thouſand, I will lay 


aſide my Trade as a Glaſſman, and turn Jeweller, 


I ſhall then deal in Diamonds, Pearls, and all Sorts 
of rich Stones. When I have got together as much 
Wealth as I can well defire, I will make a Purchale of 
the fineſt Huuſe I can find, with Lands, Slaves, 
Eunuchs, and Horſes. I ſhall then begin to enjoy 
myſelf, and make a Noiſe in the World. 1 will not, 
however, ſtop there, but continue my Traffic till I 
have got together an hundred thouland Drachmas. 
When | have thus made myſeif Maſter of an hundred 
thouſand Draclimas, I ſhall naturally ſet myſelf on the 
Foot of a Prince, and will demand the Grand Vifßir's 
Daughter in Marriage, after having repreſented to that 
Miniiter the Information which I have received of the 
Beauty, Wit, Diſcretion, and other high Qualities 
which his Daughter poſſeſſes. Iwill let him know, 
at the ſaine Time, that it is my Intention to make 
him a Preſent of a thouſand Pieces of Gold on our 
Marriage Night. As ſoon as I have married the Grand 
Vilir's Daughter, 1 will buy her ten black Eunuchs, 
the youngeſt and the beſt that can be got for Money. 
| muſt afterwards make my Father-in-Law a Viſit with 
a great Train and Equipage. And when I am placed 
at his Right-hand, which he will do in Courſe, if it 
be only to honour his Daughter, I will give him the 
thouſand Pieces of Gold which I promiſed him; and 
afterwards, to his great Surprize, I will preient him 
with another Purie of the ſame Value, with ſome 


7 ſhort Speech; as, Sir, you fee I am a Man of my Word : 
I always give more than I promi/e. | 


When I have brought the Princeſs to my Houſe, 
I ſhall take particular Care to breed in her a due Re- 


3 — for me, before I give the Reins to Love and 


alliance. To this End I ſhall confine her to her 


2 own Apartment, make her a ſhort Vilit, and talk but 


little to her. Her Women will repreſent to me, that 
ſhe is inconſolable by Reaſon of my Unkindneſs, and 
beg me with Tears to careſs her, ard let her {it down 


by 
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by me; but I will ſtill remain inexorable, and will 
turn my Back upon her all the firſt Night. Her Mo- 
ther will then come and bring her Dau hter to me, as 
Tam ſeated on mv Sofa. The Daug! "ter, with Tears 
in her Eves, will fling herielt at my Fect, and beg of 
me to receive her into my Favor. Then will ld, 
imprint in ker a thorough Venerition for my Perlon, 
draw up wy Leg, and bf nun her from we with my 
Foot, in eh a Mann 55 that ſhe ſhall tall down le- 
veral Paces irom the Soi.” 

Alnaſchar was entire twalowed up in this chime- 

rical and could not forbear acting with his 
Foot what he had in his Thoughts: So that dunlucki! 
ſtriking his baiket of brietle Ware, which was the 
Foundation of ail his Grandeur, he kicked his Glaiſes 
to a great Diſtance irom him into thie Street, and broke 
them into ten thouſand Pieces. 

This is à humorons Ridicule upon the fooliſh Va- 
nity of building Caſtles in the Air, and idly waſting 
that Time in empty flattering Schemes, vrhich might 
have been uſefully employed in attending our proper 


Buſineis. 


On CHARLTY 


The Soul that ferts for others Me, 
From Heat'i iis Or gin doth ſic ⁊u. R. 


Accnor and EsRRNFr, two Youths, begged the 


Derviſe Morar, their Tutor, who was a Seer, 


and bletfed by Hahomea with the Knowledge of future 


Events, to permit them to viſit the Curioſities of Alep- 


b, to which Place they were but lately come for the [ 
Advantage of the wife and holy Man's Inſtruétionis, 


and who hid undertaken their Education: He gave 
each of them a few A/ ers on going forth, to expe nd | 
on whatever their Inclinations prompted to; and en 

their Return, he enquired how they had diſpoſcd of 
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of the fineſt Dates Syria ever produced, I laid out m 

Aſpers, and indulged in what perhaps I ſhall never 
meet the like again. And I, faid Erg. met a poor 
belplets W retch with an Inlant at her Breait, whole 
Cries pierced my Soul: She was reduced to the very 
utmoſt Extremity ; the Angel of Death feemed to glare 
forth at her Eyes, and ſhe had ſcarcely Strength left to 
beg the Aſſiſlunce my Heart yearned to give her, and 
which our Prophet commands all 11 /in, to beſtow 
on Mitery like her's. She had my Aſper;, and I grieved 
I had not more to beſtow. The r . faid ; Morat 
to Ticchor, which you exchanged for the Dites, will 
in a few Hours be converted imo the molt odibus of 
ſubſtances, mere Excrement: But, Ejr#, laid he, 
turning to the other, Let! des the Plecfure you mult 


enjoy whenever you reieet oO! what you have done, 


know that your welbbeltowed Afpers will produce a 
never-fiding Fruit, and contribute to vour Happineſs 
both in this World and the World to come; and, 
moreover. know, that the lufmt whote Lite you hive 
ſaved, and who, without your Alliſtance, mult with 
its Mother have periſhed, will, (% Heaven has de- 
creed) live to repay your Coodusts, by faving your 


Life many Years hence, and relcuing you fon the 
moſt imminent of Danvers, 


Pe 08- 
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PROSPERITY, * ADVERSITY. 


42 ALtacdnr * 


e ben nd of 4 2 The OE 
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"ANGER and W we Daughters of 

PROVvipENcE, were {ent to the Houle of a rich 
Phenician Merchant, named Velaſco, whoſe Reſidence ! 
was at Tyre, the capital City of that Kingdom. 

P/ o/herity, the elder, was beautiful as the Morning, 
and chearful as the Spring: But Adverſity was forrow- 
ful and ill-favoured. 

Vaſco had two Sons, Felix and Uranio. They were 
both bred to Commerce, though liberally educated, 
aud Had lived together from their Infancy in the ſtrict- | 

elt Harmony and Friendſhip. But Love, before whom 
all the Affections of the Soul are as the Traces of a 
Ship upon the Ocean, which remain only for a Mo- 
ment, threatened in an evil Hour to ſet them it Va- e 
riance ; for both were become enamoured with the 
Beauties of Proſberity. The Nymph, like one of the 1 
Diughters of Men, gave Encouragement tv each by Y v 
Turns; but, to avoid a particular Declaration, ſhe & \ 


avowed. a Refolution never to marry, unleſs her Siſter, un 
from whom ſhe {aid it was impol ible for her to be n 
long ſeparate, was married at the ſame Time. 11 


elaſco, who was no Stranger to the Paſſions of his Y 
Sons, and who dreaded every Thing from their Vio- tt 
lence, to prevent Conſequences, obliged them by his to 
Authority to decide their Pretenſions Ly Lots; each hi 
previouliy engaging by a ſolemn Oath to marry the 2p 
Nymph that ſhould fall to his Share. 

The Lots were accordingly drawn; and Profperity i ne 
became the Wife of Felix, and Adverſty of Cranio. 
Soon after the Celebration ot thele Nuptials, Je- ae 

laſco 


ne PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 27 


laſco died, having bequeathed to his eldeſt Son Felix 
the Houſe wherein he dwelt, together with the great- 


_ eſt Part of his large Fortune and Effects. 


The Huſband of Proſperity was fo tranſported with 
the gay Diſpolition and enchanting Beauties of his 
Bride, that he cloathed her in Gold and Silver, and 
adorned her with Jewels of ineſtimable Value. He 
built a Palace for her in the Wood ; he made Rivers 
in his Gardens, and beautified their Banks with 
Temples and Pavilions. He entertained at his Table 
the Nobles of the Land, delighting their Ears with 
Muſic, and their Eyes with Magnificence. But his 
Kindred he beheld as Strangers, and the Companions 
of his Youth paſſed by him unregarded. His Brother 
alſo became hateful in his Sight, and in Proceſs of 
Time, he commanded the Doors of his Houſe to be 
ſhut againſt him. 0 = 

But as the Stream flows from its Channel, and loſes 
itſelf among the Valleys, unleſs confined by Mounds ; 
ſo alſo will the Current of Fortune be diſüpated, un- 
leſs bounded by Oeconomy. In a few Years the 
Eſtate of Felix waſted by Extravagance, his Merchan- 
dize failed him by Neglect, and his Effects were ſeized 
by the mercileſs Hands of Creditors. He applied 
himſelf for Support to the Nobles and great Men, 
whom he had feaſted and made Preſents to: But his 
Voice was as the Voice of a Stranger, and they re- 
membered not his Face. The Friends whom he had 
neglected, derided him in their Turn; his Wife allo 
inlulted him, and turned her Back upon him and fled. 
Vet was his Heart ſo bewitched with her Sorceries, 
that he purſued her with Entreaties, till by her Haſte 
to abandon him, her Maſk fell off, and diſcovered to 
him a _— as V4 . and deformed, as before it had 
a red youthful and engaging. 

Phat CD of him - .- 0% Tradition does 
not relate with Certainty. It is believed that he fled 
into Egypt, and lived precariouſly on the ſcanty Be- 
nevolence of a few Friends, who had not totally de- 

T ſerted 
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ſerted him, and that he died in a ſhort Time, wretch- 
ed and an Exile. | 
Let us now return to Hanjo, who, as we have al- 
rezuy obſerve, had been driven out of Doors þ 
his Brother Felix. Adverſity, though hatcful to his 
Heart, and a Spectre to his Eyes, was the conſtant 
Attendant upon bis Steps: And, to aggravate his 
Sorrow, he received certain Intelligence that his 
richeſt Veilel was taken by a Sardinizu Pirate; that 
another was loſt upon the Lybian Syrtes ; and, to com- 
leat all, that the Banker with wiom the greateſt 
Part of his ready Money was entruſted, had deſerted 
his Creditors, and retired into Suy. Collecting there- 


fore the ſmall Remains of his Fortune, he bade Adieu 


to Tye; and, led by 4dvearſity throvgh unfrequented 
Rods, ard Foreits overgrown with Thickets, he 
came ut laſt to a {mall Village at the Foot of a Moun- 
tain: Here they tock up their Abode ſome Time; 
and ddverjity, in Return tor all the Anxiety he had 


luffered, loftening the Severity of her Looks, admi- 


niitered to him the moſt faithful Counſel, weaning 
his Heart from the immoderate Love of earthly 
Things, and teaching him to revere the Gods, and 
to place his whole Truſt and Happineſs in their Go- 
vernment and Protection. She humanized his Soul, 
made him modeſt and humble, taught him to com- 
paſſionate the Diſtreſſes of his Fellow Creatures, and 
inclined him to relieve them. | | 
„am ſent, faid ſhe, by the Gods, to thoſe only 
whom they love: For I not only train them up by my 
ſevere Diſcipline to future Glory, but :1fo prepare 
them to receive with greater Reliſh all ſuch moderate 
Enjoyments as are not inconſiſtent with this proba- | 
tionary State. As the Spider, when aſſailed, ſeeks 
Shelter in its inmoſt Web; fo the Mind, which I af- 
fliet, contracts its wandering Thoughts, and flies for 
Happineſs to itſelf. It was I who raifed the Charac- 
ters of Cato. Socrates, and Timoleon, to ſo divine 2 
Height, and ſet them up às Guides and Examples to 


every 


cn” YT WF 'Y * 


noe and reſigned, though neither enamoured of her 


_ dreſſed him in the following Manner: 
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every future Age. Proſnerity, my {miling but treach- 
erous Sitter, too frequently delivers that whom fle 
has ſeduced to be fcourged by her crucl Followers, 
Anguiſi and Defpair : While Adverfity never fails to 
tead thoſe who will be in{trutted by her to the Elils- 
ful Habitat ions of Tranquility and Content.” 

Uranio liſtened to her Words with great Attent on ; 
and as he locked carneſtly on ber Face, the Lehen 
mity of it emed 'lenkbly to gecreate. By ems 
Degrees his Aver to her abated ; and at 1: 
cave himſelf wholly up to her Countel and Direction, 


S2e would oſten repeat to him the wiſe Max'ns «©: 
the Pailoſopher, ** That thoſe who want the {fu 
Things, approach ncuelt to the Coda, why wail Him 
thing.” She admoniſhed him to turn his Eyes to the 
many thoulands beneath him, inſtead of gazing c 
the few who live in Pomp and Splendor ; and in his 
Addreſſes to the Gods, inſtead of fupplicating ir 
Riches and Popularity, to pray only for a virtucrs 
Mind, a quiet State, an unblameable Life, and a Dc. 
full of good Hopes. 5 = 

Finding him to be every Day more and more com- 


ace, nor delighted with her Society, fhe at laſt ad- 


«© As Gold is purged and refined from Drois by 
the Fire, ſo is Adverfity ſent by Providence to try av 
improve the Virtue of Mortals. The End obtaine:!, 
my Talk is finiſhed ; and I now leave you to go a1 
give an Account of my Charge. Vous Drothier, 
whoſe Lot was Proſperity, and whoſe Condition yo 
ſo much envied, aſter having experienced the Error of | 
his Choice, is at laſt releaſed by Death from the ment 
wretched of Lives. Happy has it been for Urau:, 
that his Lot was Adverjity, whom, it he remembers . 
he ought, his Life will be honourable, and his De :tt1 
happy.” 

As ſhe pronounced theſe Words, ſhe vaniſhed from 
his Sight. But though her Features at that Moment, 

T. 2 _ inſtead 
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inſtead of inſpiring their uſual Horror, ſeemed to diſ- 
play a Kind of 4 — Beauty, yet as Uranio, in 
Spite of his utmoſt Efforts, could not prevail on him- 
{elf to love her, he neither regretted her Departure, 
nor wiſhed for her Return. But though he rejoiced 
in her Abſence, he treaſured up her Counſels in his 
Heart, and grew happy by the Practice of them. 

He afterwards betook himſelf again to Merchan- 
dize ; and having in a ſhort Time acquired a Compe- 
tency ſufficient tor a real Enjoyment of Life, he re- 
treated to a little Farm which he had bought for that 
Purpoſe, and where he determined to continue the 
Remainder of his Days, Here he employed his Time 
in Planting, Gardening, and Huſbandry, in quelling 
all diforderly Paſſions, and in forming his Mind by 
the Leſions of Adverfity, He took great Delight in a 
little Cell or Hermitage in his Garden, which ſtood 
under a Tuft of Trees, encompaſſed with Eglantine 


and Honey-ſuckles. Adjoinmg it was a cold Bath, 


formed by a Spring ifſuing from a Rock, and over the 
Door was written in large Characters the following 
Inſcription : | I : 


Beneath this Moſs-grown Roof, within this Cell, 
Truth, Liberty, Content, end Virtue dwell. 
Place diſdain, | 
What ſplendid Palace boaſts ſo fair a Train ? 


He lived to a good old Age; and died honoured 
and lamented. | 
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en CONVERSAT ION. 


There are vhm Hear has blefl 3th Store of Wit, 
Tat want as muth again to managt it 
< Words are like Laaves, and tohere they moſt abound, 


Mal Hue of Sexe geneatl is rareiy found. . Po TA +1 


be NE Faculty of interchanging our Thouglits with 
: one another, or what we expreſs by the Word: 
Converſation, has always been repreſented by Moral 
Writers as one of the nobleſt Privileges of Reaion, 
and which more particularly ſets Mankind above. tie 
Brute Part of the Creation. 457 
Though nothing io much gains upon the Affectioris 
as this extenpore Eloquence, Which we have conſtantly 
Occaſion for, and are obliged to. practiſe every Day, 
we very rarely meet with any why. excel in it. | 
The Converſation of moſt Men is dilagreeable, not 
ſo. much tos Want of Wit and Learning, as of Goud-- 
breeding and Dieses . 

If you reſolve to pleaſe, never ſpeak to gratify any 
particular Vanity or Paſſion of your own, but al- 
ways with a Deſign either to. divert or inform the 
Company. A Man who only aims at one of thele, 
is always eaſy in his Diſcourſe. He is never out or 
Humour at being interrupted, becauſe he conl:ders 
that thoſe who hear him are the beſt Judges whether 
what. he, was ſaying could eitlier divert or inform 
ham. : . | tan 

A modeſt Perſon ſeldom fils to gain the Cood- 
will ol thoſe he converſes witli, becauſe no Buy en- 
vies a Man, wo does not appear to Le pleated with 
himſe f. : 

We ſhould talk extremely little of ourſelves. In- 
deed what can we ſay? It would be as imprud eit 
to diſcover our Faults, as ridiculous to count over 
our fancied Virtues. Our private and domeſtic 1 
lairs are no leis improper to be introduced in Con- 

| 23 ver ta- 
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verſation. What does it concern the Company how 
many Horſes you keep in your Stable? Or WIT 


your Servant is more Knave or Fool? 
A Man may affront the C he is In, 


by —— l the alk, OT wy obſerving A nn . 
tuous 8 | 
a tell 2 Story, it 1 e b bes. 


Before ve 
amis to draw a ſhort Character, and 
pany a true Idea of n Perfons « concerned in 
it. The Beauty of Things conſiſts not ſo much 
in their being ſaid or done, as in their being faid or 
done b . or on fuch a parti- 
cular W. | 
Notwithſtanding all the A s of Youth, few 
young People ptcaſe in Converſation : The Reafon is, 
that Want of Experience makes them poſitive, and. 
what they fay is rather with a Deſign to pleaſe them- 
—_ than an 2 — n 6 
t 15 certam that Age 1 W1 make many Things 
pafs well enough, which would have been — at 
in the Mouth of one much younger. | 
Nothing however is more inf rtable. to Men of 
Senfe, than an empty formal Man, who ſpeaks in 
Proverbs, and decides all Controverfies with a ſhort 
Sentence. This Piece of Stupidity is the more 
ſufferable, as it puts on the Air of Wildom. ' 
A prudent Man will avoid talking much of any par- 
ticular Science, for which he is "remarkably 
There is not, methinks, 2 handfomer' — of 
Mr. Cowley. in his whole Life, than that none but his 
intimate Friends ever diſcovered that he was a great 
Poet by his Difcourfe : Befides the Decency of this 
Rule, it is certainly founded in good Policy. A Man 
who talks of any Thing he is already famous for, has 
nothing to get, but a great Deal to loſe. I might 
add, that he who 'is' fometimes lent on a Subject 
where every one is fatisfied he could ſpeak well, will 
often be thought no leſs knowing in other Matters, 


where perhaps he is wholly ignorant. 


Women 
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Women are frightened at the Name of Argument, 
and are fooner convinced by a happy Turn, or EP: 
Expreſfion, than by Demonſtration. . PETS | 

Whenever you commend, add 
doing fo ; it is this which diſt 575 er 
tion of a Man of Senſe, from the Platt 
phants and the Admiration of Fools. 

Raillery is no longer agreeable than while REEY 
Company is pleaſed with it. I would leaſt of all be 
— S except the Perſon rallied. \ 

Though Good-humour, Senſe, and Diſcretion can 
ſeldom fail to make a Man agreeable, it may be no ill 
Policy ſometimes to prepare yourſelf in a particular 
Manner for Converſation, by looking a little farther 
than your Neighbours into whatever is become a 
—_ 22 Subject. If our Armies are befieging a 

tance Abroad, or our Houſe of Com- 
mons debating a Bill of Conſequence at Home, you 
ting of being heard with Pleaſure, if you 
— nicely informed — of the Strength, Situa- 


tion, and Hiſtory of the former, or of the Reaſons 
fox and 


againſt the latter. It will have the ſame Effect, 
if, — any ſingle Perſon begins to make a Noiſe in 
the World, can learn ſome of the ſmalleſt Inci- 
dents in his Life or Converſation ; which, tho they 
are too fine for the Obſervation of the Vulgar, give 
more Satisfaction to Men of Senſe, (as they are the 
5 ka mol. to a real Character) than the Recital 
Actions. I know but one 2 
4 eared from this Method, namel 
— — fall charged into Comp Ty . ben, 
reſolve to unload, whether a 
Though the dee of Queſtions lead f 

© may Þ or it 

felf the | pecious 4 of Modeſty, —_— of 


Information, it affords little Pleaſure to the Reſt of 


the Company who may not be troubled. with the ſime 
Doubts ; besides which, he who aſks a * 


. 


— — — —-— 
— 12 — 
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would do well to conſider, that he lies wholly at the 
Metcy of another before he receives an Anſwer. 

Nothing is more filly than the Pleaiure ſome Peo- 
— take in what they call ſpeaking their Minds. A 

an of this Make will fay a rude Thing for the mere 
Pleafure of 9 18 Aden an oppolite Behaviour, fall 
as innocent, m have preſerved his Friend, or made 
his Fortune. 

It is not impoſſible for a Man to form to himſelf 
as exquilite a Pleafure in complying. with the Hu- 
mours and Sentiments of others, as in bringing others 
over to his awn ; fince it is the certain Sign of a fu- 

erior Genius, that can take and become whatever 

ſs it pleaſes. 

I ſhall only add, that beſides what I have here ſaid, 
there is enn which can never be learnt but in 
the Company of the Polite. The Virtues of Men are 
catching as well as their Vices ; and your own Ob- 
ſervations added to theſe will ſoon diſcover what it is 


that commands Attention in one Man, and makes you 
a and diſpleaſed with the Fat of another.. 


—̃ ̃ ——̃ — — — 
Tie PARTY- COLOURED. SHIELD. 
A Story on the ſame Sub ell. 
in lach Tudgment aver Amis: 1% 28 150 
Tia hear what's ſaid on either Sid. 536 5 25:41 et 


* the Days of Knight-errzntry and Pabanifl” one 


of our 614 Britrfh Princes {et up a Statue to the 


Goddeſs of Victory, in a Point where ſour Roads inet 


together. In her Right-hand ſhe Held à Spear, and 
reſted- her left upon a Shield: The Outfi e of this 
Shield was of Gold, and the Infide of Sauer. On the 
former aw3s inſcribed in the Old Brig Language, To. 
the Goddeſs ever favourable and on the other, For He. 
Fiforias obtained — ever the Pitts aud” other 
bitants bf 1 wy mens „i - ay 

x ans Tt 


i 4 
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It happened one Day that two Knights completely 


white, arrived from fite Parts of the Country 
at this Statue, juſt about the ſame Time; and as 
neither of them had ſeen it before, they ſtopped to 
[Fread the Inſcriptions, and obſerve the excellence of 
its Workmanſhip. After contemplating on it for ſome 
Time, this golden Shield, fays the black Knight. 
Mgoiden Shield, cried the white Knight, (who was as 


ſtrictly obſerving the oppolite Side) why, if I have 


my Eyes, it is Silver. I know nothing of your Eyes, 
replied the black Knight, but if ever I ſaw a golden 


Shield in my Life, this is one: Yes, returned the 


white Knight, ſmiling, it is very probable, indeed, 


that they ſhould expoſe a Shield of Gold in fo public 


Ja Place as this: For my Part, I wonder even a Silver 
one is not too ſtrong a Temptation for the Devotion 
of fome People that pw this Way; and it appears 
by the Date, that thi 
Years. The black Knight could not bear the Smile 

with which this was delivered, and grew ſo warm in 

the Diſpute, that it ſoon ended in a C 


dack fo far as to have ſufficient Space for their Career, 
hen —— their? in 1 _ ane flew at 
ach other with the greateſt Fu apy 
heir Shock was fo rude, — — 


rounded and bruiſed, and lay there for ſome Time, 
| s in a Trance. A good Druid, who was travelling 
Bhat Way, found them in this Condition. The Druids 
Pere the Phyſicians of thoſe Times, as well as the 
Tas He bad a forereign Balſam about him, 
hich he had compoſed himſelf, for he was very ſkil- 
iin all the Plants that Te in 
Fereſts ; he ſtanched their Blood, applied 


their Wounds, and brought them as it were from 


Peath to Life again. As foon as. they were ſuffi- 
ently recovered, he began to enquire into the Oc- 


armed, the one in black Armour, and the other in 


s has been here above three 


bey both therefore tuned their Horſes, and rode 


o effectual, that they boch fell to the Ground, much 
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caſion of their Quarrel. * Why, this Man, cried 
the black Knight, will have it, that that Shield yonde: te 
is Silver.“ And he will have it, replied the wii MY; 
Knight, that it is Gold,” and then told him all th:Wp 
Particulars of the Affair. Ah! faid the Dru, Mc: 
with a Sigh, you are both of you, my Brethren, in the m 
right, and both of you in the wrong; had either cv. 


you given himſelf Time to look upon the oppel:i w 
Side of the Shield, as well as that which firit preſent t. 
ed itſelf to his View, all this Paſſion and Bleod!i:«l m 
might have been avoided ; however, there is a vcr n; 
good Leſſon to be learned from the Evils that have be 
fallen you on this Occaſion. Permit me therefore ta 
intreat you, by all our Gods, and by this Goddeſs tc 
Victory in particular, Never to enter into any Diſhute f dt 
die future, till you have fairly confidered boil Sides of det! 
Queſtion, | al 
1 Ol 
* | IL. 

On GAMING. E 

| | TE My 

You'll find, at leaft, this Maxim tra, ; © * 
Fools are ile Game that Knaves purſue. GA. E. 


II is obſervable, that Makomet, in a moſt particuli te 
4 Manner, forbad Gaming and Drunkenneſs to bil t! 
Followers, when at the lame Time he indulged then t:. 
with Plurality of Women: The laſt he looked upon t! 
as a Paſſion, the Seeds of which are implanted as iſ u 
were in our Nature; whereas Gaming and Drunk d. 
neſs he abſolutely forbad, as acquired and unnatw:Y t 

Vices: As Vices productive of the moſt dreadful Con u 
ſequences. I will. not at preſent examine the Jul C 
nets of the Compliment paid to amorous Libertiniin 8 
which he certainly carried too far; but ſhall obſerre fc 
that his ſtrict Commands in Regard to .Gamin! 


| 1 
and Drunkenneſs, have contributed mare than an C 
of his other Injunctions, to the Happineſs of hi w 
Followers. | ö ir 


Gamin 
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Gaming (which I ſhall at preſent confider) ſeems 
to me, of all Vices, the greateſt Enemy of Happi- 
nefs : Its inſeparable Attendants are, Envy, Deceit, 


Profuſeneſs, Impiety, and a whole Train of diaboli- 


cal Aﬀociates. Health, Peace of Mind, Love, Fa- 


Imily, Friends, Country, and, in ſhort, every Thing 
'Y valuable or deſirable, are ſacrificed to it: And to 
e what are they ſacrificed ? Why, to Avarice: Avarice, 
me meaneſt of Vices. The Love of Gaming is nothing 


more than the Love of other People's Money. It is 
not the Avarice of a Miter ; it is the Avarice of a 
Thief, 2 Robber ; or rather the cowardly Avarice of 
2 Pick-pocket. It is Avarice and Profuſion joined 
together; a moſt unnatural Conjunetion, and pro- 
ductive of more terrible Conſequences than either of 
them fingly can poſſibly be: Like Aaron's Rod, it 
abſorbs, it ſwallows up, and contains within itſelf all 
other Vices, and may juſtly among Vices be ſtiled 
Legion; and of all Baits made Uſe of by the grand 
Enemy of Mankind, to tempt us from our Duty, 
and make us unhappy hereafter, Gaming feems the 
moſt dangerous, and the belt to anſwer his diabolical 
Ends. 

It is ridiculous to hear the Votaries of Gaming 
term it an Amuſement, an inoffenſive Relaxation, 6c. 
thoſe who ſo miſcall it, muſt notwithitanding allow it 
to be an irrational, or unimproving Diverſion; and 
that at the beſt it is but murdering Time. But 
upon Examination, every Obſerver may find, that 
dallying with the Temptation draws on impercep- 


tibly to the moſt deſtruftive Conſequences. But 


what: ſhall be ſaid of thoſe who take no Delight in 
Gaming, yet give into it on almoſt every Occation * 
Surely Complaiſance is a poor Excuſe for doing a 
fooliſh or a wicked Action, and that every Gameiter 
is a Knave or a Fool is a molt palpable Truth. A 
certain Nobleman hearing a Gentleman fpoken of, 
who was faid to be a great Gameſter; he is a moſt 


incorrigible Blockhead, cries my Lord; but on being 
| allured 
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call any Thi 
| Jown to the Gaming 
own to the Gaming- x e- 
ſter, (how 2 2 is his Thriving !) is the worl! 
of Robbers ; and the Unfortunate, the worſt of Self- 
Murderers: A Murderer who involves all thoſe In- 
nocents, who unfortunately have any Connection 
with him, in the difmal Gulph of Beggary and 
wretched De ence. . EE 
If C | on Joes Paget, an Di 
_—_ r he N. 
mand, Thou ſhalt not cer thy Neightour's Goods,” 
&c. the Gamen is ever 11 guilty. 
= TT 4———e, who bad an Axęrſion 
s of Gaming, being urged to no Purpoſe, 
by 2 Nobleman, to ſport a little Money; Sure, ny 
Lord, cries the Nobleman, yow muſt love your Monc) 
9926 
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i 1:6 true, #y Lord, (replicy his Grace! I do foor my own 


1 Meney + N. Piyſtn had coer e t ſoy I was fond 
. — e of Mankind who into this Vic 

. O e, 
R 


n 
wo 


Lane it; they ſtand like 


5 7 and ſold ; for Ne- 
p en in the Face, and betrays 
5 * on toy they reflect on the Hazards 
FX they put the of Wife, Children, 
c.? And 4 fortune A them .in 
2 Pre. how often are 2 y as to have 
11 vaſe to à Pol, and ide — hole Inno- 


2 
— 


s to confront 2 they themſelves were 
akraid of ? But when fon th ſeizes the Fe- 
Breaſt, to all the » 3 Fe Misfortunes 


5 


1 Conf. e of late Hours, ruffled Paſſions, and a 
12 Heart. Her Honour, her Chaſtity, can no 
longer be called her own, when ſhe commences 
— Gameſter. The Manſion of Grace fſulnels and Beauty 
ot is converted into a foul and darkſome Dungeon. At- 
If. tracing Softneſs and Modeſty (the amiable Charac- 
teriſtics of the Sex] are Sg for unbecoming 


nt Flerceneſs and Acerbity of Temper, and the whole 


* Picture brings to our Mind the different Situation and 
Figure 5 24 and aſter ! Fall. Theſe Re- 
: Ml flections (looſe undigeited as they are) were occa- 

5 toned by the two following Relations, which lately 

Is” happened, and which probabl ſeveral of my Readeis 
„ knuw to have but too — ruth in them. 


5 In one of the principal Cities in Engtand lived Lu- 
ie, cius and ira, P pieled with a moderate Fortune, 


"my Health, Love, Peace of Mind, and two little Dar- 
15 lings, 2 Son and a Daughter. They feemed to want 
tor nothing as an Addition to their Happineſs, nor 

u Were _ inieuſible of wy they enjoyed; but with 
: Tati- 


we may juſtly add Loſs of Beauty, which is ever the 


ne — * 
1 r * —— — t- - - 
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Gratitnde to Heaven, were Inſtruments of Good to all 
about them. Towards the Cloſe of laſt Summer, Lu- 


cius happening in” Company with fome 1 
0 


Gentlemen, who propoſed to waſte an Hour or { 
at Cards, he confented, more in Compliance to the 
Taſte of others than his own : Like other Sporters, 


he met with a Variety of Fortune, (a Variety more 
ſeducing than a Continuance either of good or bad) 


and, warmed with Liquor, he was inconfiderate 

drawn in, before the Company broke up, to involve 
himſelf more than his Fortune could bear. The 
next Day, on ſober Reflexion, he could not fapport 


the Thoughts of the Diſtreſs his Folly had — 1 
on his Sapphira and the little Innocents ; he had 
not Courage to acquaint her with what had happen- 
ed; and, whilſt in the Midſt of Pangs he had hi- 
therto been a Stranger to, he was viſited again, and 
again tempted by one of the laſt Night's Company to 
try Fortune once more. In order to drown Re- 
flexion, and in Hopes of recovering his Loſs, he 


flew to the fatal Place; nor did he leave it tilt he bad 
loſt his All. The Confequence of which was, that 
the next Day, in Deſpair indeſcribable, after writing 
2 Letter to acquaint Sapphira with what had happened, | 
he ſhot himſelf through the Head; the News of | 
which deprived Sapphira of her Senſes: She is at pre- 


{ent confined in a Mad-houſe; and the two little In- 
nacents, deſtitute of Parents and Fortune, have a 
troubleſome World to ſtruggle through, and are likely 
to feel all the Miſeries that Poverty and ſervile De- 
pendence entail on the Wretched. 


"ob; FF n 


A young Lady who lived in the North, was on! 
the Point of Marriage with a young Gentleman 


whom {he was doatingly fond of, and by whom ſhe 
was as greatly beloved : She was at the fame Time 


| admired by a Perſon of high Rank, but whoſe Pal- 


fion, as he was N married, was conſequently diſ- 
honourable. He was 


to indulge his vicious Flame ; but as ſhe was a — 
BD. whe of 


etermined however, at any Rate, | 
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ef the ſtricteſt Honour, he was obliged to act cau- 


tioully, and keep his Love a Secret.— Knowing her 
Prapenſity to Gaming, he laid a Snare for ber, into 
which ſhe fell, to the great Diminution of her For- 
tune. ——This he took Care to have repreſented, - 
with. the moſt aggravating Circumſtances, to the Gen- 
tleman to whom ſhe was engaged. His Friends paint- 
ed to him the dreadful Inconvenience of his tak:g a 
Gameſter to Wife: Poverty, Diſeaſe, and, probably, 
Dilhonour to his Bed, were the likely Conſequences ; 


' In a Word, they managed Matters to as to break eff 


the Match. The Villain who occaſioned the Breach 
between the Lovers, notwithſtanding miſſed his wick- 
ed Ends,; his Addreſſes and Propoſals met with Con- 
tempt and Abhorrence ; yet, though ſhe preſerved 
her Chaſtity, (a Circumſtance very uncommon among 
Female Gameſters) the Loſs of her intended Spouſe, 
whom the was diſtractedly fond of, threw her into a 
3 which in a few Months put an End to her 
IC, | 


— ' mmeteeatreten 


* 


on DRUNK EN NE SS. 


0 that Men /lould put an Enemy into their Mouths to fieal away 
their Brains. | SHAKESPEARE. 


"HE following is a Letter from a Father to 
his only Son, in which he lays open the de- 
teſtable Crime of Drunkenneſs, and its ſhocking 
— in ſtriking Colours. As the Sub- 
ject of the Letter is a Vice not very uncommon n1 
England, 1 hope the inſerting of it will need no far- 
ther Apology. 55 

Dear Tou, 

Ir is with the greateſt Concern I hear you have 
lately (more than ance) been guilty of getting fuddled 
in Company with ſome nn Companions ; 


2 You 
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you can ſcarce think what a Shock this Account gave 
me. I know, my dear Boy, you have a great Flow of 
Spirits, a hvely Imagination, and great Good-nature ; 
but thoſe Qualities, inftead of guarding you again 

that odious Fault, are, I am afraid, likely to 
hurry you into it: Other Vices generally have their 
Riſe, and take deepeſt Root in the meaneſt Diſpo- 
ſitions. Drunkenneſs, on the contrary, is often, too 
often, obſerved to flouriſh in the richeſt and moſt 
promiſing Soil: This, Tom, is a principal Reaſon 
why I fear for you. A ſocial, Good-natured Youth |: 
is drawn in by Degrees; if he is lively, ſmart, and 
witty, his Company is fought for by others; if Wit | 
in another captivates him, the Company he doats on | 


draws him to the Tavern, and though he ſteps: cau- |} 
tiouſly at firſt, he ſoon from Habit and Example loſes 


all Senſe of what he is doing; the Senſe of Danger 
daily wears off: Fondneſs of Company by Degrees 
draws on Fondneſs for Liquor; he becomes more fot- 
tiſn, and conſequently more ſtupid, till at laſt his 
Underſtanding, (an Underſtanfling that might have 


done Honour to his Country, and benefited his Fel- 


low-creatures) becomes clouded and maddled, and 
inſtead of the promiſing Expettations that his Youth 
afforded, he becomes a Burden to himſelf, and def- ü 
picable to all the World. 4 
„ Drunkenneſs, Tom, ſtupifies the Senſes, deſtroys 
the Memory, blunts the Underſtanding, fills Men 
with Diſeaſes, and makes them incapable of Buſineis 
of any Kind: That this is the Conſequence of habi- 
tical Drunkenneſs, too many Inſtances in every Part 
of the Kingdom will evidence. What a detpicable 


Character that of a Sot is I need not deſcribe to you, F 


and depend upon it, every Perſon who is fond of the 5 
Company of Topers, is in 2 fair Way of becoming a 
Sut. If your Inclination tends that Way, check it 


immediately, nor deceive yourſelf with the Hopes of i 


aving the Tower to conquer it whenever you pleaſe, 
in ſuch a Caſe Habit adds daily new Strength Þ 
5 x to 
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We do no 
by it, that a Man by Incbriation drowns his Under- 
ſtandi 
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| ko the vicious Bent ; The Brute part of us (Appetite) | 


ſoon the whole Man, and Reaſon, which 

may be called the angelic Part, becomes quite ſmo- 

thered and deſtroyed: You know, my Lad, it is a 

eommon — — to ſay, he is as drunk as a Beaſt. 
t ſuppoſe that Bes 


ſts get drunk; ye mean 


ding; and, when his Reaſon. is gone, be is upon 
a Level with, nay really far beneath the brute, irra- 
tional Creation. Brutes are certainly equally rational 


h with fuch a Wretch, if not more ſo, with the ſupe- 
riot Advantage of a found Body, and an Inſtinct to 


guide them. 

am not afraid, Tom, of your giving into Vices 
which flow from an illiberal Genius or Stupidity, as 
Swearing for * which ſhews a Barrennels of 
Underſtanding, anden Want of Words; a Want in 
Reality of Common Senfe in the Blaſphemer. This, 
my dear Boy, thank God, is far from being the Caſe 


with you at preſent; yet, ſhould you ever become an 
| habitual Drunkard, the Company you muſt then be 
-3( often reduced to herd with, and the Loſs of your 

| Underſtanding, will, you may depend upon it, bring 


11 


on that fupid Vice 3s an additional Odium to your 


* I know the World is apt to laugh at the Appre- 
henlien of any Danger accruing from getting fuddled 


no and then; they think the Conſequences innocent 


and trifling, but they ſoon find themſelves woefully 
miſtaken. Getting fuddled is the high Road to hab!- 
tual Drunkenneſs; the oftener you are guilty of it, 
the mare you prejudice your Health and Underſtand- 
ing; and the leſs capable you are to guard againſt that 
abominable Vice: It ſteals upon you inſenfibly, and 
you are ſeldom conſcious of the Danger till you are 
of reſiſting it. | 
+ Conſider, my dear Lad, the firſt Deviation from 
of \ Virtue, is the gradual imperceptible 


U 3 through 
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through |. the flo Regions of Pleaſure ; but as | 
you advance, the Way ſoon becomes 2 and lefs 
pleaſing: The & — . grows dreary, 
gloomy. and frichtfaf: Zac Step you advance grows 
ſteeper, and fieeper ; your Power of Reliftance grows 
fainter and fainter; and you are: hurried down; in 
Spite of the feeble Efforts you are then capable of 
making, into the 9 of Shame and EN 4 
Deſtruction. 
0 A Drunkard is the worſt of: des; be is a | 

| deliberate; determined Self- murderer; he hurries 

1 bimſelf out of the World; and. ſor the ſhort Time 
© — — on & nf r= que he — himſelf - miferable, | 
| elf with rac Diſtempers: Com- : 
| y. which he was ſo fond of, avoid and 1 
ray when he can no no longer contribute to their | 
1 irrational Mirth ; (for you muſt never truſt to-Friend- } 
| ſhip commenced over a Bottle) and the only faint 
| 


Glimmering of Pteaſure-he then enjoys, is he 
is pouring down that quid Poiſon which firſt OCCa- | 
fioned, and ſtill encreaſes his Diſorder. —- ; 

A certain People the ancient Greets: (ihe | 
Locrians, I think) puniſhed with double Rigour any: | 


Crime committed in Liquor; firſt and principally, * 
| for getting drunk; and, fecondly, for the Crime | 


committed ; for certainly-he who eradicates his Rea- | 
| ſon deliberately, as Drunkards do, is much more 
W | guilty of what is committed. for. Want .of that Rea- 
fon, deſtroyed by his on Fault, than he whoſe 
— — is overcome by - any accidental Attack of 
on. 
| Lou feem, Tom, to have ſome Ambition-in you, 
| a laudable Ambition, 1 hope, to diſtinguiſh yourſelf, 
| and cut a Figute in the World:' All that, my Dear, 
„is over with if you once fuſſer Drunken- 
nets to become your Maſter: ' That Enmlation which 
a might h. ve made you illuſtrious, wilt of; Courſe be 
| reverled into an Abafement that muſt degrade you 
| below Rationality ; and ſcarce, as 1 ** — 
ve 


— 
—ů —-— 


| . deſpicable, gluttonous, mean, and 


| mit that, enjoy 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. a35 


Whenever you hear any Perſom brag; in Compa- 
ny, {which Drunkards generally do with great Piea- 
fure and Self · conſequence) that he got drunk, moſt 
damnably drunk, ſet that Fellow down fora Fool at 
the beſt. It is a fooliſh, nay a wicked Way of priding 
himſelf, of what he ſhould be aſhamed of. What 
then muſt we think of Company, who by their Beha- 
viour ſeem to approve fuch Folty; and as to the ridi- 
culous Cuſtom of drinking Healths,:nothing certainly 
can be a greater Enemy to Health than it is. I am 
ſure-it-were as abſurd to applaud 2 Perſon for eating 
to Exceſs, as for drinking to Exceſs An are equally 


A Man may enjoy Company infinitely to more 
Advantage, —— riding, | Le. than in a Tavern 
over'a Bottle. Moderate Exercife contributes to the 
Health and Improvement of the Faculties ; and Con- 
A verſation at:fuch Times muſt be more edifying from 
the Variety of Scenes that are continually pretenting 
themſelves to the Eye: Orif the Weather will not per- 
yourſelf in your own or your Friend's 

ber, with an a le Companion or two, 
which muſt be much ble to fuddling in a Ta- 
vern, or an Alehouſe, where the longer you remain, 
the leſs entertaining and improving muſt the Conver- 
fation be. Beſides, I know you have a Taſte both for 
Maufic and Painting, and certainly any Perfon fo en- 
dowed, can never be at z Loſs for a pleaſing Relaxation 
from Study. I am far, Tom, from being of that 
rigid Claſa of Mortals, who Chearfulneſs and 
Mirth; I love Mirth, you know I do; and Chearful- 


neſs (as the Speflater ſays) is the very Health of the 
Soul; to prelerve which, is one great Reaſon 


915 | why I 
would have you avoid Drinking: for Drinking 2 in 
Reality an — Chearfulnefs, Good · nature and 
Mirth.— In Drinking it is hard, nay it' is almoſt im- 
poſſible, to ſtop at a certain Mark, and when you once 


* 


3 Fav FLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 


Fr you know not whither; 
lng. . Debau her; of all Kinds, nay | 
often Murder, are the dreadful Fruits of Drinking, 
to Converſation, Tom, I would 
to youre 4 from the 1 feen of 
( erely hape it is but httle) whether in 
yaux coal Moments you would not have been aſhamed 
of the Wards and Actions which you applauded when 
warm with Liquoz: In a Word, ualeſs you moſt care- 
fully guard againſt Drunkenneſs in your on. foudd. it 
will inſenſibly ſteal on you; it will — e you miſerable 
both in Body and Mind; it will prove an inſuperable 
Bar to your becomingeminent i in any Prafeſſion; it will 
make you odious to yourfelf, and deſpicable to others; 
rpetual Opening to the grand Tempter ta 


it will lay a pe 
make you miſerable both here and hereafter; and in- 
deed, and in Truth, I would rather hear of your being 
no more, than your becoming a Drunkard.——You 
know I love you, Tem, yet the more I love you, the 
more defirous I would be of your defending t to the 
Grave, than to hear of your giving Way to that fean- 
dalous, mean, deteſtable Vice.—I ſhall conclude my 
Letter with a little Story I have ſomewhere read, and 
which I think much to the Purpoſe. 

« A certain young Fellow had been drawn into. a 
Contract with the Devil, that in Confideration of 
ſome important Services from his diabolical Ma jeſty, 
the young Fellow was to comply with one of three 
Requeſts the Devil ſhould think proper to make him. 
It isto be obſerved, the Devil had * ore oſten tempted 
him in vain to commit ſeveral Crimes; but the you 
Fellow had hitherto withſtoad his Temptations, * 
was ſtil] determined to refuſe him in every Thing, but 
the one R he was obliged by his Contract to 
comply with: When it came to Balzebab's Turn to 
command, — left it to the Yoyth's Chaice, either to 


murder his Father, debauch his own Siſter, or get 
drunk. The young Man choſe the laſt, as by far the 
leaſt ſhocking; but when he had got .drunk, the 


Devil 
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Devil took that Opportunity of tempting him (which . 
till he was drunk he never could effectually do) to 
commit both the other Crimes. Thus he was drawn 


in. to commit all the Devil wanted; whereas if either 


of the other had been his Choice, he would 1 . 


have — ſo inn a Ga.” 
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The HISTORY of SANTON BA RSISA: Shewing 


the Fatal Effetts of encouraging bad Thoug 10 


Short is the Courſe of every lawleſs Pleaſure; =_ 
Grief like @ Shndt dur bll its Footfloys waih, 

- Scaree viſible in Joy's Meridian Light : - 

But downwards as its Blaze — ſpreads, 
* 1 


Mirror. 


"HERE was formerly a Senton, whoſe Ins was 


| Barf/a, who for the Space of an hundred Years 
very frequently applied himſelf to Prayer; and ſcarce 
ever. went out of the Grotto in which he made his 
Relidence, for Fear of ex himſelf to the Danger 
of God. He faſted in the Day-time, and 
watched in the Night; all the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
un had ſo great 2 Veneration for him. and ſo hi ly 
valued his that they commonly applie 


him when they had any Favours to beg of — i 


When he made Vows for the Health of a fick Perſon, 
the Patient was immediately cured. 
1 that 
2 tell into a dangerous Diſtemper, the 
— t 


helping the Princeſs, they — 
eaſe. In the mean Time the 
tor he paſſionately loved his 


augmented her Diſ- 
was inconſolable, 


Ping 


as his Opinian, — to be ſent to 
che Santon Barſiſa. All 


Cauſe of 
P byficians could not difcover, yet they con- 
tinued — Remedies by — but inſtead of 


Daughter: Wherefore one . 
Day, finding all human Aſſiſtance vain, he declared it 
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4X lauded his Sentiment, and the 
King's Oe Qed her to the Santon; who, 


notwithſtanding his frozen Age, could not ſee ſuch a 
Beauty without being ſenſibly moved. He gazed on 
her with Pleaſure; and the Devil taking this Oppor- 
tunity, whiſpered i in his Ears thus: Oh Santos! do 
not let ſlip ſuch a fortunate Minute: Tell the Sings 
Servants, that it is requiſite for the Princels to paſs 
this Night in the Grotto, to fee whether it will pleaſe 
God to cure her; that you will put up a Prayer for 
her, and that they need only come to Fetch her To- 
morrow, 

How weak is Man! The Santon followed the Devil's 
Advice, and did what he ſuggeſted to him. But the 
Officers before th yield to leave the Princeſs, 
ſent one of their Number to know the King's Pleafure. 
That Monarch, who had an entire Confidence in Bar- 
fiſa, never in the leaſt ſcrupled the truſting of his 


Da conſent, ſaid he, that ſhe flay 


ughter with him. I 


with that holy Man, and that he keep her as long as he || | 


Pleaſes; I am wholly ſatisfied on that Head. 

When the Officers had received the King's Anſwer, 
they retired, and the Princeſs remained alone with 
the Hermit. Night being come, the Devil 1 
himſelf to the Santon, ſaying, Canſt thou let flip fo 
favaurable an — with ſo charming 2 Crea- 
ture? Fear not her telling of the Violence you olfer to 
ber? ihe were 1 as to reveal it, who 


Enemy of Fac ab He a 


veak as to hea the Princeſs, 
took her into his Arms, and in a Moment cancelled 
a Virtue of an hundred Years Duration. 

He had no fooner perpetrated the Crime, than a 
Thouſand * Horrors haunted him Night and 


Day. 
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Bay. He thus accofted the Devil: Oh Wretch, 
ſays he, it is thou who haſt deſtroyed me? Thou haft 
encompaſſed me for a whole Age, and endeavoured to 


ſeduce me; and now thou hiſt at laſt gained thy End.” 


« Oh Santon! anſwered the Devil, do not r | 
me with the Pleafures thou haſt enjoyed. Thou 
mayeſt repent : But what is unhappy for thee is, that 
the Princeſs is impregnate, and thy Sin will become 
public: Thou wilt become the Laughing-ſtock of 
tnofe who admire and reverence thee at prefent, and - 
the King will put thee to an ignominious Death.” 

Barſiſa, terrified by this Diſcourſe, ſays to the Devil, 
„% What ſhall I do to prevent the Publication of my 
Shame? To hinder the KnoMedge of your Crime, 
you ought to commit a freſh one, anſwered the Devil. 
kill the Princeſs, bury her in the Corner of the 
Grotto, and when the King's Meſſengers come To- 
morrow, tell them you have cured her, and that ſhe 
went from the Grotto very early in the Morning: 
They will believe you, and ſearch for her all over the 
City and Country; and the King her Father will be 
in great Pain for her; but after feveral vain Searches 
it will wear off.” ON 
The Hermit, abandoned by God, purſuant to this 
Advice killed the Princeſs, buried her in a Corner of 
the Grotto, and the next Day told the Officers what 
the Devil bade him ſay. They made diligent Enquiry 
for the King's Daughter; but not being able to hear 
of her, they deſpaired of finding her, when the Devil 
told them that all their Searches for the Princeſs were 
in vain; and relating what had paſſed betwixt her anc. 
the Santon, he told them the Piace where ſhe was in- 
terred. The Officers immeditaely went to the Grotto, 
{eized Barfiſa, and found the Princeſs Body in the 
Place to which the Devil had directed them; where- 
upon they took 15 Corpſe, and carried that and 
the Santon to the Palace. 

When the King ſaw his Daughter dead, and was 

informed of the whole Event, he broke into Tears 


and 
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and bitter Lamentations ; and aſſembling the Doctore, 
he Lid the Santon's Crime before — and aſtł ed 
their Advice how he ſhould bd ae All the 
Doctors condemned him to which wo 
Gibbet was ereted,; when the Hermit went up t 

to be turned 8 the 
66 1 


ut 


Devil whiſperes | in his Ear theſe Words: 


reverenned by den, as much as you were 
this Adventure. I n content, foe Burſa; 
deliver me, and 1 will thee” ' | Give me 
fixft a Sign of Adoratian,” replied the Devil; where- 
upon the 'Sanion bowed his Head, and ſaid, I give 
myſelf to Then the Devil railing his Voice, 
ſaid, Oh Barji/a, I am ſatisfied ; I have obtained 
what I defired:” And with theſe Words, ſpitting in 


his Face, he diſappeared ; and the deluded Sexton was 


hanged. i 
From this may be inferred, that evil Thoughts will 


even in the beſt of Minds, which 
when checked as as — = cau never be deemed 
criminal, but ought to be carefully ſtifled in Embrio, 
as the firſt Incitements to Sin; Vice naturally 
begets Vice, and the leaſt Digreſſion from Virtue is 
frequently ſucceeded by ſuch a Train of evils, as leads 
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On the imperceptible. Deviation to V 10 E, "and the Remon- 
Arances of C ONSCIENCE.— IIe ST ORT F 
AMU RAT H, as Eaſlern Monarch. _ 


When Conſcience pleads, turn not away : 5 | 
"Irs Heav'n tha! Jptaks and prints the Way. R. 


BY which of the Indion Sages of Antiquity the fol- 
| lowing Story was written, or whether the People 
of the Eaſt have any remote Tradition, upon which it 
is founded, is not knovu: But it was probably related 
in the firſt Perſon, to give it an Air of greater Dignity, 
and render its Influence more powerful: Nor would 
it, perhaps, appear altogether incredible to People 
; among whom Meltem hſycliaſts is an Article of Faith, and 
| the vilible Agency oi /urior Beings admitted without 
| Scruple. 
L 
S 


Amurath, Sultan of the Eaft, the Judge of Nations, 
the Diſciple of Adverſity, records the Wonders of his 
Life: Let thoſe who preſumptuouſly queition the 
Ways of Providence, bluſh in Silence, and be Wie; 
let the Proud be humble, and obtain Honour; and 
let the Senſual refor:n, and be happy. 

The Angel of Death cloſed the Eyes of the Sultan 
Abradin, my Father, and his Empire deſcended to me 
in the eighteenth Year of my Age. At firſt my Mind 
was awed to Humility, and ſoftened with Grit; 1 was 
inlenſible to the Splendour of Dominion; I heard the 
Addreiies of Flattery with Diſguſt, and received the 
Homage of dependent Greatnels with Indifference. I 

| had always regarded my Father not only with Love, 
but Reverence; and I was now perpetually recolleét- 
ing Inſtances of his Tendernels, and reviewing the 
M | iolemn Scene, in which he recommended me to 
Heaven in imperfect Language, and graſped my Hand 

in the Agonies of Death. N 
One Evening, after having concealed myſelf all 
Day in my Chamber, I viſited his Grave: I proſtrated 
mylelt on his Lomb 3 Sorrow overflowed my Eyes, 
|| ane 
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and Devotion kindled in my Boſom. I felt myſelf 


Oy ſmitten on the Shoulder as with a Rod; 


and looking up, I perceived a Man whoſe Eyes were 
piercing as Light, and his Beard whiter than Snow. 


am, faid he, the Genius Syndarac, the Friend of 


thy Father Abradin, who was the Fear of his Enemies, 
and the Deſire of his People; whoſe Smile diffuſed 
Gladneſs like the Luſtre of the Morning, and whofe 
Frown was dreadful as the gathering of a Tempeſt: 
Reſign thyſelf to my Influence, and thou fhalt be like 
him.” I bowed myſelf to the Earth in Token of 
Gratitude and Obedience, and he put a Ring on the 
middle Finger of my Left-hand, in which I perceived 
a Ruby of a deep Colour and uncommon Brightneſs. 
„This Ring, faid he, ſhall mark out to thee the 


Boundaries of Good and Evil; that, without weigh- 


ing remote Conſequences, thou mayeſt know the 
Nature and Tendency of every Action. Be attentive, 
therefore, to the ſilent Admonition: And when the 
Circle of Gold ſhall by a fudden Contraction preſs thy 
Finger, and the Ruby ſhall grow pale, deliſt imme- 
diately from what thou fhalt be doing, ' and mark 
down that Action in thy Memory as a Tranfgreſſion 
of the Rule of Right: Keep my Gift as a Pledee of 
Happineſs and Honour, and take it not off tor a 
Moment.” I received the Ring with 2 Senſe of Obli- 
gation which I ſtrove to expreſs, and an Aſtoniſhment 
that compelled me to be filent. The Gents perceived 
my Confuſion, and turning from me with a Smile 
ot Complacency, immediately diſappeared. 
During the firſt Moon I was fo cautious and circum 
ſpe&t, that the Plealure of reflecting that my Ring 
had not once .ndicated a Fault, was leſſened b 
Doubt of its Virtue. I applied myſelf to the public 
Buſineſs. My Melancholy decreaſed, as my Mind wa 
divertcd to other Objects; and, left the Youth of m 
Court ſhould think that Recreation was too long ſut: 
pended, I appointed to hunt the Lion. But thoug' 
SE I we 
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I went out to the Sport rather to gratify others than 
mylelf, yet my uſual Ardour returned in the Field; L 
VrewW warm in the Purſuit, I continued the Chace, 
which was unſucceſsful, too long, and returned fa- 
tizued and diſappointed. 

As I cntered the Seraglio, I was met by a little Dog 
that had been my Father's, who expreſſed his Joy at 
my Return by Jumping round me, and endeavouring 
to reach my Hand: But as I was not diſpoſed to 
receive his Careſſes, I ſtruck him in the Fretfulneſs of 
my Diſpleaſure ſo ſevere a Blow with my Foot, that it 
left him ſcarce Power to crawl away, and hide himſelf 
under a Sofa in the Corner of the Apartment. At 
this Moment 1 felt the Ring preſs my Finger, and 
looking upon the Ruby, I perceived the Glow of its 
Colour abated, | | 5 

I was at firſt ſtruck with Surprize and Regret ; but 
Surprize and Regret quickly gave Way to Diſdain. 
% Shall not the Sultan Amurath, ſaid I, to whom a 
thouland Kings pay Tribute, and in whole Hand is 
the Life of Nations; ſnall not 4murath ſtrike a Dog 
that offends him, without being reproached for having 
tranſgreſſed the Rule of Right.” My Ring again 

elled my Finger, and the Ruby becam e more pale: 

mmediately the Palace {hook with a Burſt of Thunder, 
and the Genius Syndarac again ſtood before me. 

% Amurath, ſaid he, thou haſt offended agiinſt thy 
Brother of the Duſt; a Being who, like thee, has 
received from the AlMICHTYa Capacity of Plealure 
and Pain: Pleaſure which Caprice is not allowed to 
ſuſpend, and Pain which Juſtice alone has a Right to 
inflict. If thou art juſtified by Power in afffiéting 
inferior Beings, I ſhould be juſtified in afflicting thee : 
But my Power yet ſpares thee, becaule it is directed 
by the Laws of e Goodnels, and becauſe thou 
mayeſt yet be reclaimed by Admonition. But yield 
not to the Impulſe of quick Reſentment, nor indulge 
in Cruelty the Frowardneſs of Diſguſt, leſt by the 
Laus of Goodnels I be compelled to afflict thee ; = 

X 2 he 
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he that ſcorns Reproof, muſt be reformed by Puniſh- 


ment; of hunt tos n. | 

At the Preience of Syudarac I was troubled, and his 
Words covered me with Confuſion: I fell proſtrate at 
his feet, and neard him pronounce with a milder 
Accent, Expect. not henceforth that I ſhould 
an{wer the Demands of Arrogence, or gratify the 
Curiofity of Speculation: Confide in my Friendſhip, 
and truſt impiicitly to thy Ring.“ | 

As the Chace had and Fo much Infelicity, I 
did not repeat it, but invited my Nobles to a Banquet, 
and entertained. them with Dancing and Muſic. I 
hud given Leave that all Ceremony ſhould be ſuſpend- 
ed, and that the Company ſhould treat me not as a 
Syvereten, but an Equal, becaule. the Converſation 


would atherwife be incumbered or reſtrained ; and. I 


encouruged others to Pleaſantry, by indulging the 
Lxuriancy of my own Imagination. But though I 
aftected to throw off the Trappings of Royalty, I had 
not ſufficient Maguanimity to deipile them. I en- 


joyed the voluntary Deference which was paid me, and 
was fecretly offended at Altbeg, my Viſier, who endea- 


voured to prevail upon the Aſſembly to enjoy the 


Liberty that had been given them, and was himielf an 


Example of the Conduct that he recommended. I 
ſingled out as the Object of my Rallery, the Man who 
alone deſerved my Approbation: He believed my 
Condeſcenſion to be ſincere, and imagined that he was 
ſecuring my Favour, by that Behaviour which had 
incurred my Diſpleaſure; he was, therefore, grievcd 


and confounded to perceive that I laboured to render 


him ridiculous and contemptible: I enjoyed his Pain, 


and was elated at my Succeſs; but my Attention was 


ſuddenly called to my Ring, and I, perceived the 
Ruby change Colour. I deſiſted for a Moment; but 


ſome of my Courtiers having diſcovered and ſeconded 


my Intention, I felt my Vanity and my Reſentment 
ratified; I endeavoured to wala away the Remem- 
rance of my Ring with Wine; my Satire became 

more 
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more bitter, and Alibeg diſcovered vet greater Dif- 
treſs, My Ring again 1eproached me; but I ſtill per- 
ſevered. The Vifier was at length rouſed to his 
Defence; probably he had diſcovered and deſpiſed 
my Weaknefs: His replies were fo poignant, that J 
became outrageous, aud defcended from Rallery to 
Invectives: At iength, diſguifing the Anguiſh of his 
Mind with a Smile, Amurath, ſaid he, if the Sultan 
ſhould know, that aſter having invited your Friends to 
Feſtivity and Merriment, you had aſſumed this Autho- 
rity, and infulted thoſe who were not aware that 
du diſdained to be treated with the Familiarity of 
riendſhip, you would certainly fall under his Dit- 
pleaſure.” The Severity of this Sarcaſm, which was 
extorted by long Provocations from a Man, warmed 
with Wine, ſtung me with intolerable Rage; I ſtarted 
np, and {purning him from the Table, was about to 
draw my Poignard; when my Attention was again 
called to my Ring. and I perceived with ſome Degree 
of Regret, that the Ruby had fallen almoſt to a per- 
tect White. | . 

But, inſtead of being reſolved to be more watchful. 
againſt whatever might bring me under this fleut Re- 
proof, I comforted myſelf, that the Genius would no 
more alarm me with his Preſence. The Irregularities 
of my Conduct encreafed almoſt imperceptibly, and. 
the Intimations of my Ring became proportionably 
more frequent, though leſs forcible, till at laſt they 
were fo familar, that I ſcarce remarked when they 
were given,. and when ſuſpended. ; 

It was ſoon diſcovered that I was pleaſed with Ser- 
vility ; Servility therefore was practiſed, and I reward- 
ed it ſometimes with a Penfion; and ſometimes with 
a Place, Thus the Government of my Kingdom was. 
left to petty Tyrants, who oppreſſed the People to 
enrich themſelves. In the mean Time, I filled my 
Seraglio with Women, among whom I abandoned 4 
ſelf to Senſuality, without enjoying the pure Delight 
af that Love which ariſes from Eſteem. But I had. 
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not yet ſtained my Hands with Blood, nor dared to 

1idicule the Laws whichl had negle“ted to tulfil. 

My Reſentment againſt Alibeg, however unjuſt, was 

inflex:ble, and terminated in the moſt perfect Hatred; 

I degraded him from his Office; but I ſtill kept him 

at Court, that I might embitter his Lite by perpetual 

Indignities, and practiſe againſt him new Schemes of 
Malevolence. 

Selima, the Daughter of this Prince, had been 
intended by my Father for my Wife; and the Mar- 
riage had been delayed only by his Death: But the 
Pleaſure and the Dignity that Alibeg would derive 
from this Alliance had now changed with my Purpole. 
Yet ſuch was the Beauty of Selima, that I gazed with 
Defire ; and fuch was her Wit, that I liſtened with 
Delight. I therefore reſolved, that I would, if pol- 
fible, ſeduce her to voluntary Proſtitution ; and that 
when her Beauty ſhould yield to the Charms of 
Variety, I would diſmiſs her with Marks of Diſgrace. 
But in this Attempt I could. not ſucceed ; my Soli- 
citations were rejected, ſometimes with Tears and 


wretched, by ſeeking to bring Calamities upon others; 
I confidered my Diſappointment as the Triumph of 
a Slave, whom I wiſhed, but did not dare to deſtroy ; 
and I regarded his Daughter as the Inſtrument of 
my Diſhonour. Thus the Tenderneſs, which be- 
fore had ſhaken my Purpoſe, was weakened; my 
Deſire for Beauty became as ſelfiſh and as ſordid an 
Appetite, as my Deſire for Food; and as I had no 
Hope of obtaining the complete Gratification of my 
Luſt and my Revenge, I determined to enjoy Selma 
by Force, as the only Expedient to alleviate my Tor- 
ment. | | 

She reſided by my Command in an Apartment of 
the Seraglio, and I entered her Chamber at Midnight 
by a private Door, of which I had the Key; but with 
ine xpreſſible Vexation I found it empty. To be thus 


diappointed in wy laſt Attempt at the very Moment 
in 


ſometimes with Reproaches. I became every Day more 
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in which I thought I had infured Succels; diſtracted 
me with Rage; and inſtead of returning te my 
Chamber, and concealing my Deſign, I called for her 
Women. They ran in pale and trembling: I 
demanded the Lady; they gazed at me aſtoniſhed and 
terrified, and then looking upon each other, ſtood 
filent: I repeated my Demand with Fury and Execra- 
tion, and to enforce it, called aloud for the Miniſters 
of Death: They then fell proſtrate at my Feet, aud 
declared with one Voice, that they knew not where 
ſhe was; that they had left her when they were diſ- 
miſſed for the Night, fitting on a Sofa penſive and 
alone; and that no Perfon had ſince, to their Knows 
ledge, paſſed in or out of her Apartment. ; 


— — — * — 
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Tie STORY ff AMURATH continued. 


Of mortal Fuflice if thou ſcorn the Rod, 
Belie ve and tremble—theou art judz'd of God. R. 


FP this Account, however incredible, they perſiſted 


without Variation; and having filled the Palace 


with Alarm and Confuſion, I was obliged to. retire 


without gaining any Intelligence by whit Means I 
had been baffled, or on whom to turn my Refent- 
ment. I reviewed the Tranluetions of the Night 
with Anguiſh and Regret, and bewildered myſelf 
among the innumerable Poſſibilities that might have 
produced my Diſappointment. I remembered that 
the Windows of Selima's Apartment were open, and L 
zmagined that ſhe might that Way have eſcaped into 
the Gardens of the Seraglio. But why ſhould the 
— you tos never been confined? If — had 

ned to depart, ſhe might have departed v. 
Had ſhe an Aſfenation? And did ſhe invend to Sex 
without being known to have been abſent ? The Sup- 
pakition encreaſed my Torment; becauſe, if it was 
Fe” | true, 
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true, Selima had granted to my Slave that which ſhe 
refuſed to me. But as all theſe Conjectures were 
nn-ertain, I determined to make her Abſence a Pre- 
tence to deſtroy her Father. 

In the Morning I gave Orders that he ſhould be 
ſeized and brought before me; but while I was yet 
ſpeaking, he entered, and proſtrating himſelf, thus 
anticipated my Accuſation: May the Sultan Amu- 
rath, in whole Wrath the Angel of Death goes forth, 
rejoice for ever in the Smiles of Heaven! Let the 
wretched Alibeg periſh ; but let my Lord remember 
Selima with Mercy; let him dildam the Slave in whom 
he ceaſes to delight.” TI heard no more, but cried 
out, Dareſt thou to mock me with a Requeſt, to 
diſmiſs thy Daughter whom thou haſt ſtolen © Thou, 
whoſe Life, that has been fo often forfeited, I have 
yet ſpared? Reſtore her within an Hour, or aftronted 
Mercy ſhall give thee up.“ Oh! faid he, let not 
the Mighty Sovereign of the Eaſi ſport wit the Miſery 
of the Weak. It thou haſt doomed us to Death, let 
us die together. „ 

Though I was now convinced that Aliheg believed 
F had confined Selima, and decreed her Death, yet E 
reſolved to perſiſt in requiring her at his Hands; and 
therefore diimifled him with a Repetition of my Com- 
mand, to produce her within an Hour upon Pain ot 
Death. 
My Ring, which during theſe Series of Events had 
given perpetual Intimation of Guiit, which was always 
dilregarded, now preſſed my Finger ſo forcibly, that 
it gave me great Pain, and compelled my Notice. 1 
immediately retired, and gave Way to the Diſcon- 
tent that fwelled my Boſom. How wretched a 
Slave is Amurath to an invifible Tyrant! A Being, 
whole: Malevolence or Envy has 


Tained me in the. 


Exerciſe of my Authority as a Prince, and whoſe 
Cunning has contrived perpetually to inſult me, by 
intimating that every Action of my Life is a Crime! 
How long ſhall. I groan under this intolerable Op- 

TT preſhon! 
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preſſion! This accurſzd Ring is the Badge and the 
inſtrument of my Subjection and Diſhonour: He who 
gwe it is now perhaps in ſome remote Region of the 
Air; perhaps he rolls ſome Planet in its Orbit, agi- 
tates the Southern Ocean with a Tempeſt, or ſhakes 
ſome diſtant Region with an Earthquake: But where- 
ever he is, he has ſure a more important Employ than 
to watch my Conduct. Perhaps he has contrived this 
Taliſman, only to reſtrain me from the Enjoyment of 
ſome Good, which he wiſhes to with-hold; I feel 
that my Deſires are controuled; and to gratrfy theſe 
Defices is to be happy.” As I pronounced theſe 
Words I drewoff the Ring, and threw it to the Ground 
with Diſdain and Indignation: Inmediately the Ait 
grew dark; a Cloud burſt in Thunder over my Head, 
and the Eye of Syudarac was upon me. I ſtood before 
bim motionleſs and filent: Horror thrilled in m 
Veins, and my Hair ſtood upright. I had neither 
Power to deprecate his Anger, nor to confeſs my 
Faulis. In hisCountenance there was a calm Severity ; 
aud I heard him pronounce theſe Words: Thou 
haſt now, as far as is in thy own Power, thrown off 
Humanity, and degraded thy Being: Thy Form there- 
fore ſhall no longer conceal thy Nature, nor thy Ex- 
ample render thy Vices contagious.” He then touched 
me with his Rod; and, while the Sound of his Voice 
yet vibrated in my Ears, I found myſelf in the Midſt 
of a Deſart,. not in the Form of a Man but a Monſter, 
with the fore Parts of my Body like a Wolt, and the 
hinder Parts like a Goat, I was ſtill conicious to 
every Event of my Life, and my intellectual Powers 
were continued, though my Paſhons were irritated to 
Phrenzy. I now rolled in the Sand in an Agony not 
to be deſcribed ; and now haſtily traverſed the Deſart, 
impelled only by the vain Deſire of flying from my- 
felt; I now bellowed with Rage, and now howled in 
Leſpair; this Moment I breathed Execrations againſt 
tie Lenius, and the next reproached mytelt lor having 
torieucd his Friendthip, | 
By 
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By this violent Agitation of Mind and Podv, the | h. 
Powers of both were foon exhauſted; I crawled into | aj 
a Den which I perceived near me, and immediately 1 1 
funk down in a State of Infen{ibility. I flept; but v 
Sleep, inſtead of prolonging, put an End to thi: v 
Interval of Quiet. The Genius itill terrified me with k. 
his Preſence; I heard his Sentence repeated, and felt | R 
again all the Horrors of my Transformation. When 
I awaked, I was not refreſhed: Calamity, though it re 
compelled me to admit Slumber, can yet exclude || ir 
Reſt. But I was now rouſed with Hunger; for Hun- | bi 
ger, like Sleep, is irreſiſtible. V 

I went out in Search of Prey; and if I felt any fi 
Alleviation of Mifery, beſides the Hope of fatisfying m 
my Appetite, it was in the Thought of tearing to at 
Pieces whatever I ſhould meet, and inflicting ſome r. 

Part of the Evil which I endured; for though IF ti 
regretted my Puniſhment, I did not repent of my] t! 
Crimes; and as I imagined Syndarac would now | w 
neither mitigate nor increaſe i Suiterings, I was not | I 
reſtramed, either by Hope or Fear, from indulging} n 
my Diſpoſition to Cruelty and Revenge. But while] I 
1 was thus meditatinz the Deſtruction of others, II at 
trembled, leſt by ſome ſtrqnger Savage I ſhould be] © 
deitroyed ak 
In the Midſt of this Variety of Torments, 1 heard 
the Cry of Dogs, the Trampling of Horſes, and the 
Shouts of the Hunters; and ſuch is the Love of Lie, 
however wretched, that my Heart funk within me at 
the Sound. To hide myſelf was impoſſible, and I 
was too much enfeebled either to fly or reſiſt. I itood 
ſtill till they came up. At firſt they gazed on me 
with Wonder, and doubted whether they ſhould 
advance: But at lengtn a Slave threw a Net over me, 
and I was dragged to the City. | 

I now entered the Metropolis of my Empire, amid 
the Noite and Tumult of the Rabble, who the Day 
betore would have hid themtelves at my Preſence. , | 

hear: 
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heard the Sound of Muſic at a Diſtance: The Heralds 
approached, and Attveg was proclaimed in my Stead. 


I was now defertcd by the Multitude, whole Curioſity 


was diveited by the Pomp of the Proceſſion; and 
was conducted to the Place where other Savages are 
kept, which Cuſtom has conſidered as Part of the 


Regalia, 


My Keeper was a black Slave, whom I did not 
remember ever to have ſeen, and in whom it would 
indeed have been a fatal Preſumption to have ſtood 


| before me. After he had given me Food, and the 
Vigour of Nature was reſtored, he diſcovered in me 


ſuch Tokens of Ferocity, that he ſuffered me to faſt 
many Hours before I was again fed. I was fo enraged 


at this Delay, that forgetting my Dependence, I 


roared Ry when he again approached me: So 
it neceilary to add Blows to Hunger, 


was ſuitable to his Office. By this Slave, therefore, 
I was alternately beaten and famiſhed, till the Fierce- 


neſs of my Diſpoſition being fuppreſſed by Fear and 
Languor, a mild Temper inſenfibly ſtole upon me; 


and a Demeanor that was begun by Reſtraint, was 


continued by Habit. 


I was now treated with leſs Severity, and ſtrove 


to expreſs ſomething like Gratitude, that might en- 


courage my Keeper to yet greater Kindneis. His 


Vanity was flattered Cy my Submiſſion ; and, to ſhew 
as well his Courage, as the Succeſs of his Diſcipline, 


he ventuted ſometimes to careſs me in the Prelence 
of thoſe whole Curioſity brought them to fee me. 
A Kind of Friendinip thus imperceptibly grew be- 
tween us, and 1 felt fome Degree of the Affection 
that I had feigned. It happened that a Tyger which 
had been latcly taken, broke one Day into my Den 
while my Keeper was giving me my Proviſion, and 
leaping upon him, would inſtantly have torn him to 

fl had not ſeized the Savage by the Throat, 
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and dragged him to the Ground: The Slave preſently 
diſpatched him with his Dagger, and turned about to 
caxeſs his Deliverer; but ſtarting ſuddenly backward, 
he ſigod. mptionleſs wah Aſtoniſhment, perceiving 
Ahat I was no longer a Monſter, but a Dog. 
Ius myſelf conſciqus of the Change which bad 
again paſſed upon me, and leaping out of my Den, 
el aped fram my Confinement. This Transforma- 
tion 1 bon as a Reward for my Fidelity, and 
was perhaps never more happy than in the fuſt I 
Momeuts of my P that as a 
Dog my Liberty was not only reſtored but enſured; 
T was no longer ſuſpected of Qualities which en- 
dered me unkit for Society; 1 bad ſome faint Relem- 
-blance of human Virtue which is not found in other 
Animals, and therefore hoped to be more generally 
careſſed. But it was not long before this Joy ſubſided 
in the Remembrance of that Dignity from which 
T had fallen, and from which I was ſtill at an immea- l 
furalle:-Diſtance. Let L ltited up my Heart in Gra- || th 
titude to the Power who had once mere brought me || fu 
within the Circles of Nature. As a Brute I was | Bu 
more thankful for a Mitigation of Puniſhment, than m. 
as a Krr.g I had been for Offers of the higheſt Hap- | wt 
8 and Honour. And who, that is not taught I! 
by Affliction, can juſtly eſtimate the Bounties of I to 
eaven? 5 at 
As ſoon as the firſt Tumult of my Mind was paſt, II 
I felt an irreſiſtible Inclination once more to viſit the || tle 
Apartments of my Seraglio. I placed myſelf behind! 
an Emir, whom I knew to have been the Friend IM. 
of Alibeg, and was permitted to follow him into the I th: 
Preſence. The Perlons and the Place, the Retro- | Ov 
ſpection of my Lite which they produced, and the. 
Compariſon at what I was with what I had been, I lic. 
almoſt overwhelmed me. I went unobſerved into the Iran 
Garden, and lay down under the Shade of an Al- Ire 
mond Tree, that I might indulge thoſe —_—_— WI 
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which, thoug oppreſſed me with Melancholy, I 
did not d 1. | by | 4 
I had not been long in this Place, before a little 
Dog, which I knew to be the fame I had ſpurned 
from me when he carefſed me at my Return from 
Hunting, came and fawned at my Feet. My Heart 
now ſmote me, and 1 faid to myſelf, ©** Doft thou 
know me under this Diſguife? Is thy Fidelity to thy 
Lord unſkaken? Cut off as I am from the Converſe ot 
Mankind, haſt thou preſerved for me an Affection, 
which I once ſo flightly efteemed, and requited with 
Forget fulneſs of Injury, and this ſteady 
Friendſhip, are they leſs than human, or are they 
more?” I was not prevented by theſe Reflections 
from returning thoſe Careſſes that I received; and 
Alibeg, who juſt entered the Garden, took Notice of 


me, and ordered that I ſhould not be turned out. 


In the Seraglio, I ſoon learned, that a Body, 
t to be mine, was found dead 111 
the Chamber; and that Alibeg had been choſen to 
fucceed me, by the unanimous Voice of the People. 
But I gained no Intelligence of Selma, whole Apart- 
ment I found in the Poſſeſſion of another, and for 
whom I had ſearched every Part of the Palace in vain. 
I became reſtleſs ; every Place was irkſome; a Deſire 
to wander prevailed; and one Evening I went out 
at the Garden Gate, and, travelling till Midnight, 
I lay down at the Foot of a Sycamore Tree and 
ilept. 

% the Morning, I beheld with Surprize a Wall of 
Marble that ſeemed to reach to Heaven, and Gates 
that were fculptured with every Emblem of Delight. 
Over the Gate was inſcribed in Letters of Gold, 
„Within this Wall Liberty is unbounded, and Fe- 
licity complete: Nature is not oppreifed by the Ty- 
ranny of Religion, nor is Pleaſure awed by the 
Frown of Virtue. The Gate is obedient to thy 


\Wuh, whotoever thou art: Enter therefore, and be 
aappy. | 
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When I read this Inſcription, my Boſom throbbed 
with tumultuous Expectation: But my Deſire to enter 
was repreſſed by the Reflection that I had leſt the 
Form, in which alone I could gratity the Appetites of 
a Man. Deſire and Curiotity were notwithſtanding 

edominant: The Door immediately opened inward: 

entered, and it cloſed atter me. | 

2 — — — 


The STORY of AM URAT H concluded. 


Scarcely an Ill to human Life belongs, 

But what our Follies cauſe, or mutual Wrongs : 

Or if ſome Stripes from Providence we feel, 
He (trikes with Pity, and but wounds 10 heal. 


DoDsSLEY. 
B my Ears were now ſtunned with the Diſſo- 
nance of Riot, and my Eye tickened at the Con- 
tortions of Miſery: Diſeaſe was viſible in every Coun- 
tenance, however otherwiſe impreſſed with the Cha- 
racter of Rage, of Drunkenneſs, or of Luſt; Rape 
and Murder, Revelling and Strife, filled every Street 

and every Dwelling. . 

As my Retreat was cut off, I went forward wit 


Timidity and Circumſpection; for I imagined, that 
I conld not otherwite eſcape Injury, than by eluding 


the Notice of Wretches, whoſe Propenſity to Ul was 


reſtrained oy no Law; and I perceived, too late, that 
; 


to puniſh Vice is to promote Happinefſss. 

It was now Evening; and, that I might paſs the 
Night in greater Security, I quitted the public Way, 
and perceiving a Houſe that was encircle a Mote, 
I ſwam over to it, and choſe an obſcure Corner of 
the Area for my Afylum. I heard from within the 
Sound of Dancing and Muſic: But after a' ſhort In- 
terval, was alarmed with the Menaces of Rage, the 
Shrieks of Terror, and the Wailings of Diftrels. 
The Window of the Banqueting Room. flew open, 
and ſome Veniſon was thrown out which fell juſt at 
my Feet. As I had eaten nothing ſince my Departure 


from 


r RT WW TT CRT 


A 


eſs. 


Ell, 
k at 
ure 
rom 


the 


The PLEASING: INSTRUCTOR. 235 
from the Seraglio, I regarded this as a fortunate Acci- 


dent; and after the Picaiure of an unexpected Repaſl, 


I again: lay down in Expectation of the Morning, 
with Hope and Fear: But in a ſhort Time many Per- 
fons:ruſhed from the Houſe with Lights, and ſcemed 
tolicitous to gather up the Veniſon which had becn 
thrown out; but not being able to find it, and at 
the ſame Time perceiving me, they judged I had 
devoured it. I was immediately ſeized and led into 


the Houſe: But as I could not diſcover that I was 


the Object either of Malignity or Kindnets, I was 
in Doubt what would be the Ive of the Event; It 
was not long before this Doubt was ſolved; for 


I ſoon learned from the Diſcourſe of thoſe about 


me, that I was ſuſpected to have eaten Poiſon which 


had been intended for another, and was ſecured, that 


the Effect might either remove or confirm the Suſpi- 
cion. As it was not expected that the Poiſon would 
immediately operate, I was locked up in a Room by 
mylelf, where I reflected upon the Cautc and Event 
of my Confinement with inexpreſſible Anguiſh, Anx- 
iety, and Terror. 
In this gloomy Interval, a ſudden Light ſhone 
round me, and I found myſelf once more in the Pre- 
ſence of the Genius; I crawled towards him trem- 
bling and confounded, but not utterly without Hope. 
„Let a few Moments, ſaid he, and the Angel of 
Death ſhall teach thee, that the Wants of Nature 
cannot be ſupplied with Safety, wherethe inordinate 
Appetites of Vice are not reſtrained. Thy Hunger 
required Food ; but the Luft and Revenge of others 
have given thee Poiſon.” My Blood grew chill as he 
ſpake, I diſcovered and abhorred my Folly : But while 
I wiſhed to expreſs my Contrition, I fell down in an 
Agony; my Eyes failed me, Iſhivered, was couvulled, 
and expired. 5 
The Spark of immaterial Fire, which no Violence 
can quench, roſe up from the Duſt which had thus 
been reſtored to the * and now — the 
2 orm 
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Form of a Dove. On this new State of Exiſtence 1 
entered with inexpreſſible Delight; I imagined that 


my Wings were not only a Pledge of Safety, but of 


the Favour of Syndarac, whom I was now more than 
ever: folicitous to pleaſe. I flew immediately from 
the Window, and turning towards the Wall through 
which I had entered, 1 endeavoured to riſe above it, 
that I might quit for ever a Place in which Guilt 
and Wretchedneſs were complicated in every Object, 
and which I now deteſted as much as before I had 


defired. But over this Region a ſulphureous Vapour 


hovered like a thick Cloud, which I had no ſooner 
entered than J fell down pant ing for Breath, and bad 


ſcarcely Strength to keep my Wings ſufficiently ex- 


tended to break my Fall. It was now Midnight, and 
Jalighted near the Mouth of a Cave, in which I 
thought there appeared ſome Faint Glimmerings of 
Licht. Into this Place I entered without much 
fnprebenfion ; as it rather appeared to be the Retreat 


of Penitence, than the Receſs of Luxury: But leſt 


the Noiſe of my Wings ſhould diſcover me to any 
hiteful or miſchievous Inhabitant of this gloomy 
Solitude, I entered in Silence and upon my Feet. 
As I went forward, the Cave grew wider; and by 
the L'zht of a Lamp which was ſuſpended from the 

Roof, I dilcovered a Hermit liſtening to a young 
Lady, who ſeemed to be greatly affected with the 
Events which ſhe was relating. Of the Hermit J 


had no Knowledge ; but the Lady I diſcerned to te 


Sslind. I was ſtruck with Amazement at this Diſ- 
covery; I remembered with the deepeſt Contrition 
my Attempts upon her Virtue, and I now ſecret! 
rejoiced that ſhe had rendered them ineffectual: | 
watched her Lips with the utmoſt Impatience of 
Curiofity, and ſhe continued her Narrative. 
« ] was fitting on a Sofa one Evening after I had 
been carefſed by Amurath, and my Imagination 
kindled as I muſed. Why, {aid I aloud, ſhould I 


_ give up the Delights of Love with the Splendour of 
e . 85 Royalty? 


LL... am __— m_ hens uo OO Ts ON OE OPT IS a. 3 


Royalty? Since the Preſumption of my Father has 

ented my Marriage, why ſhould I not accept 
the Bleffings that are ſtill offered? Why is Defire 
reſtrained by the Dread of Shame? And why is the 
Pride of Virtue cffended by the Softneis of Nature? 


Immediately a thick Cloud ſurrounded me; I felt 


myſelf lifted up, and conveyed through the Air with 
incredible Raptdity. I deſcended, the Cloud diſſipated, 
and I tound mylelf fitting in an Alcove, by the 
ſide of a Canal that encircled a Rately Edifice and a 
ſpacious Garden. I ſaw many Perſons pats along; 


but diſcovered in all either ſomething diſſolute or 


wretched, ſomething that alarmed my Fears, or ex- 
cited my Pity. I ſuddenly perceived many Men with 

their Swords drawn, contending for a Woman, who 
was forced almoſt irrefiſtibly by the Crowd, which 


moved directly towards the Place in which I was. 


fitting. I was terrified, and looked round me with 
| Eagerneſs to ſee where I could retreat for Safety. 
A Perſon, richly dreſſed, perceived my Diſtreſs, and 


invited me into the Houfe which the Canal furround- 


ed. Of this Invitation I haſtily accepted with Gra- 
titude and Joy: But I foohn remarked teveral Inci 
dents, which filled me with new Perplexity and Ap 
prehenfion. I was welcomed to a Place, in which 
Infamy and Honour were equally unknuwn ; where 
every With wes indulged without the Violation of 
any Law, and where the Will was therefore deter- 
mined only by Appetite. I was preſently furround- 
ed by Women, whofe Behaviour covered me with 
Bluſhes; and though I rejected the Careſſes of the 
Perſon into whoſe Power 1 was delivered, yet they 
became jealous of the Diſtinction with which he 
treated me. My Expoſtulations were not heard, and 
my Tears were treated with Merriment: Preparations 
were made for Revelling and Jollity; I was in- 


vited to join the Dance, and upon my Refuſal was 


entertained with Mufic. In this dreadful Situation, 


I ſighed thus to myſelf: How fevere is that Juſtice 


Y 3 | leck 
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which tranſports thoſe who form licentious Wiſhes, 
to a Society in which they are indulged without 
Reſtraint! Who {hall deliver me from the Effects of 
my on Folly? Who ſhall defend me againſt the 
Vices of others? At this Moment I was thus encou- 
raged by the Voice of ſome invifible Being: —— The 
Friends of Virtue are mighty; rejett not their Pro- 
teRion, and thou art ſafe.— “ As I renounced the 
mptuous Wiſh which had once polluted my 
Mind, I exulted in this Intimation of an Aﬀurance 
of Relief; and when Supper was ſet before me, I ſuf- 
tered the principal Lady to ſerve me with ſome Ve- 
nilon ; but the friendly Voice having warned me that 
it was poiſoned, I fell back in my Seat and turned 
pale: The Lady enquired earneſtly what had diſor- 
dered me; but inſtead of making a Reply, I threw 
the Veniſon from the Window, and declared that ſhe 
had intended my Death. The 21 —1＋ Table, 
who perceived the Lady to whom I ſpoke changed 
| — was at once convinced, that ſhe had in- 
deed attempted to poiſon me, to preſerve that Intereſt 
which, as a Rival, ſhe feared I ſhould ſubvert. He 
roſe up in a Rage, and commanded the Veniſon to be 
produced; a Dog that was ſuppoſed to have eaten it 
was brought in: But before the Event could be known, 
the Tumult was become general ; and my Rival, after 


having fuddenly ſtabbed her Patron, plunged the fame 


Poignard in her own Boſom. 

« In the Midſt of this Confuſion, I found Means 
to eſcape, and wandered through the City in Search 
of ſome obicure Receſs, where, if I received not the 
Aſſiſtance which I hoped, Death at laſt might ſecure 
my Perſon from Violence, and cloſe mine Eyes on 
thoſe Scenes, which, wherever I turned, filled me 
not only with Diſguſt, but with Horror. By that 
benevolent Power, who, as a Preſervative from Mi- 
ſery, has placed us in a ſecret and irreſiſtible Diſap- 
probation of Vice, my Feet has been NOT to 

| | | thee, 
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thee, whoſe Virtue has participated - in, my Diſtreſs, 
aud whoſe Wiſdom may effect my Deliverance. “ 
I gazed upon Selime while 1 thus learned the Ar- 
dour of that Affection which I had abuſed,, with Sen- 
timents that can never be conceived hut when they 


are felt. I was touched with the maſt bitter Remorſe, 


for having produced one wiſh that could ſtain fo 
amiable a Mind; and abhorred myſelf for having 
uſed the Power which I derived from her Tenderneis 


to effect her Deſtrution, My Fondneſs was not lefs 


ardent, but it was more chaſte and tender; De- 


fire was not extinguiſhed, but it was almoſt abſorbed 
in Eſteem. I felt a Paſſion, to which, till now, I 
had been a Stranger; and the Moment Love was 


kindled in my Breaft, I refumed the proper Form of 
the Nature in which alone it can ſubſiſt, and Selima 


| beheld Amurathi at her Feet. At my ſudden and un- 


expected Appearance, the Colour faded from her 
Cheeks, the Powers of Life were ſuſpended, and ſhe 


funk into my Arms. I claſped her to my Breaſt, and 


looking towards the Hermit for his Aſſiſtance, I be- 


held in his Stead the friendly Genius, who had taught 


me Happineſs by Affliction. At the fame Inſtant Se- 


lima recovered. *©* Ariſe, faid Syndarac, and look 


round.” We looked round; the Darkneſs was ſud- 
denly diſſipated, and we perceived ourſelves in the 
Road to Golconda, and the Spires of the City ſpark- 


ling before us. Go, ſaid he, Amurath, henceforth 
the Huſband of Selima, and the Father of thy People ! 


I have revealed thy Story to Alibeg in a Viſion ; he 
expects thy Return, and the Chariots are come out 
to meet thee. Go, and I will proclaim before thee, 
Amurath the Sultan of the Eaſt, the Judge of Nations, 
the Taught of Heaven; Amurath, whoſe Ring is 
equal to the Ring of Solomon, returns to reign with 
Wiſdom, and to diffuſe Felicity.” I now: lifted up 
my Eyes, and beheld the Chariots coming forward. 
We were received by Alibeg with Sentiments which 
could not be — 

loudeſt 


„ and by the People with the 


— 
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loudeſt Acclamations : Ic proclaimed our Re- 
turn mh er, 12 7 Tang —— all l Na- 
tions o mpire ; : d eign in 
Profoctity and Res- "eds | tie Pe 

| Far the World 1 have written, and by the World 
let what I write be remembered: For to none who 
| hears of the Ring of Amurath ſhall its Influence be 
wanting. Of this, is not thy Heart a Witneſs, thou 
whoſe Eye drinks Inſtruction from my Pen? Haſt thou 
not a Monitor who reproaches thee in fecret, when 
thy Foot deviates from the Path of Virtue ? Neglect 
not the firſt Whiſpers of this Friend to thy Soul; it 
is the Voice of a greater than Syndarac, to reſiſt whole 
Influence is to invite Deſtruction. 


On tie VANITY of HUMAN LIFE. 
The VIS ION of Miaza 


-Oh, what is Liſe ? that thoughtleſs Wiſh of all ! 
A Dro? of Honey, in a DRAUGuT of Gali R. 


the fifth Day of the Moon, which, according 

\FZ to the Cuſtom of my Forefathers, I always kept 
holy, after having waſhed myfelf, and offered up my 
morning Devotions, I aſcended up the high Hills of 
Bagdad, in order to pals the Reſt of the Day in Me- 
ditation and Prayer. As I was here airing myſelf 
on the Top of the Mountains, I fell into a profound 
Contemplation on the Vanity of human Life ; and 
. paſſing from one Thought to another, Surely, ſaid J, 
Man is but a Shadow, and Lite a Dream. Whilſt ! 
was thus muſing, I caſt my Eye towards the Summit 
of a Rock that was not far from me, where I diſco- 
vered one in the Habit of a Shepherd, with a muſica! 
— in his omg * I looked upon him, he 
applied it to his Lips, and began to play upon it.— 
The Sound of it 28 ted * produmery: 
into a Variety of Tunes that were inexpreſſibly melo- 
5 | dious, 
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dious, and altogether different from any Thing I, had. 
ever heard. . This put me in Mind of thoſe bexventy; 
Airs that are played to the departed Souls of good 
Men upon their firſt Arrival in Paradiſe, to wear out 
the Impreſſions of their Agonies, and to qualify them 
for e of that happy Place. My Heart 
melted away in ſecret Raptu reef 
I had often been told that the Rock before me was 
the Haunt of a Genius; and that ſeveral had been 
entertained with Muſic who had paſſed by it, but 
never heard that the Muſician had before made him- 
{elf viſible. When he had. raiſed, my Thoughts, by 
thoſe tranſporting Airs which he played, to taſte the 
Pleaſures of his Converſation, as I looked upon him 
like one aſtoniſhed, he beckoned to me, and by the 
waving of his Hand directed me to approach the 
Place where he fat. I drew near with that Reverence 
which is due to a ſuperior Nature; and as my Heart 
was entirely qubdued by the captivating Strains I had 
heard, I fell down at his Feet, and wept. The Ge- 
nius fmiled upon me with a Look of Compaſſion 
and Affability that familiarized him to my Imagina- 
tion, and at once diſpelled all my Fears and Appre- 
henfions with which I approached him. He lifted 
me from the Ground ; and, taking me by the Hand, 
Mirza, faid he, I have heard thee in thy Soliloquies ; 
follow me. 1 NS | 
He then led me to the higheſt Pinnacle of the Rock, 
and placed me on the Top of it: Caſt thine Eye Eaſt- 
ward, faid he, and tell me what thou ſeeſt. I ſee, 
faid I, a huge Valley, and a prodigious Tide of Wa- 
ter rolling through it. The Valley that thou feeſt, 
{aid he. is the Vale of Miſery ; and the Tide of Wa- 
ter that thou ſeeſt, is Part of the great Tide of Eter- 
nity. What is the Reaſon, ſaid I, that the Tide I 
lee riſes out of a thick Miſt at one End, and again 
lofes itfelf in a thick Miſt at the other ? What thou 
leeſt, ſaid he, is that Portion of Eternity which is 
called Time, meaſured out by the Sun, and reach- 
4 ing 


262 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 


ing from the Beginning of the World to its Conſum- 
mation. Examine now, ſaid he, this Sea that is 
thus bounded with Darkneſs on both Ends, and tell 
me what thou diſcovereſt in it. I fee a Bridge, faid 
I, ſtanding in the Midſt of the Tide. The Bridge 
thou ſeeſt, ſaid he, is human Life; confider it atten- ti 
tively. Upon a more leiſurely Survey of it, I found 
that it conſiſted of threeſcore and ten entire Arches, 
with ſeveral broken Arches, which, added to thoſe 
that were entire, made up the Number about an 
Hundred. As I was counting the Arches, the Ge- 
nius told me, that this Bridge at firſt confiſted of 2 
Thouſand Arches ; but that a great Flood ſwept away 
the Reſt, and left the Bridge in the ruinous Condi- 
tion I now beheld it. But tell me further, faid he, 
what thou diſcovereſt on it. I fee Multitudes of 
People paſting over it, faid I, and a black Cloud 
hanging. on each End of it. As I looked more at- 
tentively, I ſaw feveral of the Paſſengers dropping 
through the Bridge into the great Tice that flowed 
underneath it; and upon further Examination per- 
ceived there were innumerable Trap-doors that lay 
concealed in the Bridge, which the Paſſengers no 
fooner trod upon, but they fell through them into 
the Tide, and immediately di red. Theſe hid- 
den Pit-falls were ſet very thick at the Entrance of 
the Bridge, ſofthat Throngs of People no ſooner broke 
through the Cloud, but many of them fell into them. 
They grew thinner towards the Middle, but multi- 
plied and lay cloſer together towards the End of the 
Arches that were entire. 

There were indeed ſome Perſons, but their Num- 
bers were very ſmall, that continued a Kind of hob- 
bling March on the broken Arches, but fell through, 
one after another, being quite tired and fpent with 1o 
long a Walk. 3 

F paſſed ſome Time in the Contemplation of this 
wonderful Structure, and the great Variety of Objects 
which it prefented. My Heart was nh 

eep 
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deep Melancholy, to ſee ſeveral dropping unexpect- 
edly in the Midit of Mirth and Jollity, 2 catching 
at every Thing that ſtood by them to fave themſelves. 
Some were looking upwards towards the Heavens in 
a thoughtful Poſture, and in the Midit of a Specula- 
tion ſtumbled and fell out of Sight. Multitudes 
were very buſy in the Purſuit of Bubbles that glit- 
tered in their Eyes and danced before them ; but 
often when they thought themſelves within the Reach 
of them, their Footing failed, and down they funk. 
In this Confuſion of Objects I obſerved ſome with 
Scymetars in their Hands, and others with Urinals, 
who ran to and fro upon the Bridge, thruſting feveral 
Perſons on Trap-doors, which did not ſeem. to lie in 
their Way, and whick they might have eſcaped, had 

3 thus been forced upon them. 5 
he Genius ſeeing me indulge myſelf in this me- 
lancholy Proſpect, told me I had dwelt long enough 
upon it: Take thine Eye off the Bridge, faid he, 
and tell me if thou yet ſees any Thing thou doſt not 
comprehend. Upon looking up, What mean, faid I, 
theſe great Flights of Birds that are perpetually ho- 
vering about the Bridge, and ſettling upon it, from 
Time to Time? I fee Vultures, Harpies, Ravens, 
Cormorants, and, among many other feathered Crea- 
tures, ſeveral little winged Boys, that perch in great 
Numbers upon the Middle Arches. Thele, faid the 
Genius, are Envy, Avarice, Superſtition, Deſpair, 
Love, with the like Cares and Paſſions that infeſt 

human Life. | 

here fetched a deep Sigh ; Alas, ſaid I, Man was 
made in vain! How is he given * to Miſery and 
Mortality; tortured in Life, and ſwallowed up in 
Death! The Genius being moved with Compaſſion 
towards me, bid me quit ſo uncomfortable a Proſ- 
pect. Look no more, ſaid he, on Man in the firſt 
Stage of his Exiſtence, in his ſetting out for Eternity; 
dut caſt thine Eye to that thick Miſt into which 
the Tide bears the ſeveral Generations of gy 
taat 
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that fall into it. I directed my Sight as I was order- 
ed, and (whether or no the Genius ſtrengthened 
it with any fupernatural „ or diffipated Part | 
of the Miſt that was before too thick for the Eye to 
12 aw the Valley opening at the further 
Eid, and ſpreading forth into an immenſe Ocean, 
- that had a huge Rock of Adamant running through 
the Midſtof it, and dividing it into two equal Parts. 
. The Clouds ſtill reſted on one Half of it, inſomuch 
that I could diſcover nething in it; but the other 
appeared: to me a vaſt Ocean, planted with innume- 
- zable Iſlands, that were covered with Fruits and 
Flowers, and interwoven with a Thouſand little 
ſhining Seas that ran among them. I could ſee Per- 
fons dreſſed in glorious Habits, with Garlands upon 
{+ their Heads, paſſing among the Trees, lying down 
by the Sides of Fountains, or reſting on Beds of 
Flowers; and could hear a confuſed Harmony of | 
ſinging Birds, falling Waters, human Voices, and 
muſical Inſtruments. Gladnels grew in me upon the 
Diſcovery of ſo delightful a Scene. I wiſhed for the 
Wings of an Eagle that I might fly away to thoſe 
happy Seas : But the Genius told me there was no 
Paſſage to them, except through the Gates of Death, 
that I ſaw opening every Moment upon the Bridge. — 
The Iſlands, faid he, that lie fo freſh and green be- | * 
fore thee, and with which the whole Face of the 4 
Ocean * ſpotted as far as thou canſt fee, are 1 1 
more in Number than the Sands of the Sea Shore. 2 
There are Myriads of Iſlands beyond thoſe which i 
1 
p 
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thou here diſcovereſt, reaching farther than thine Eye, 
or even thine Imagination can extend itlelf. 'Thete 
are the Manſions of good Men after Death, who, a t 
cording to the Degrees and Kinds of Virtue in which 1 1 
they excelled, are diſtributed among thoſe fever:l ! 
Hands, which abound with Pleatures of different 
Kinds and Degrees, 1uitable to the Reliſhes and Per. 
fections of thoſe who are ſettled in them: Every Ilend 
is a Paradiſe accommodated to its reſpective Inhabi- 
| ; ktunts, 


l e 
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I turned about to addreſs 
Time, but 1 found that he ha& left me ; I then turn 
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tants. Are not theſe, O Mirza, Habitations worth 
contending for? Does Life appear miſerable, that 

es thee rtunities of- earning fuch 2 Reward? 

s Death to be feared, that will convey thee to ſo 
happy an Ex iſtence? Think not Marr was made in 
vain, who has ſuch an Etemity reſerved for him. 
I gaged with inexpreflible Pleaſure on thefe happy 
Iflands.. At length, ſaid I, ſhew me now, Fbeſeech 


thee, the Secrets that lie hid undet thoſe dark Clouds 
which. cover the Ocean on the other Side of the Rock 


of Adamant. The Genius making me no Anfwer, 
myſelf to him a ſecond 


ed again to the Viſton which I had been ſo long con 
temphting, but inſtead of the rolling Tide, the arched 
Bridge, _ the happy Iſlands, I faw nothing but the 
long hollow Valley of Bagdad, with Oxen, Sheep, 
2 a Srazing upon the Sides of it. 


2 2 enn 


on Life is nothing but our Death begun ; 
As Tapers waſie the Inſlant they take Fire. Yauxe. 


FF has been obſerved by many Writers, that nothi ing 
makes a more — Figure in a Man's 
Life, than the Diſparity we often find in him, fick 
and well. Thus, ene of an unfortunate Conſtitution 
is perpetually exhibiting a miſerable Example of the 
eakneſs — bis Mind, or of his Body, in their 
Turns. I have had frequent Opportunities of late 
to conſider myſelf in thele different Views, and ho » 
J have received fome Advantage by it. If what 


Waller lays be true, that 


The Sord's dark Cottage, batter'd and decay'd, | 
Lets in new Lights through Chinks tha Time has made, 


Ss: Then 
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Then ſurely Sickneſs, contributing no leſs than old 


Age to the ſhaking down this Scaftolding of the Body, 
2 diſcover the incloſed Structure more plainly.— 
Sickneſs is a Sort of early old Age; it teaches us 
a Diftdence in our earthly State, and inſpires us 
with the Thoughts of a future, better than a thou- 
ſand Volumes of Philoſophers and Divines. It gives 
ſo warning a Concuſſion to thoſe Props of our Vanity, 


our Strength, and Youth, that we think of fortifying 


ourſelves within, when there is ſo little Dependence 
on our Outworks. Youth, at the very beſt, is but 
a Betrayer of human Life in a gentler and ſmoother 
Manner than Age: It is like a Stream that nouriſhes 
a Plant upon its Bank, and caules it to flouriſh and 
bl offom to the Sight, but at the fame Time is under- 
mining it at the Root in Secret. My Youth has 
dealt more fairly and openly with me; it has afforded _ 
me ſeveral Proſpects of my Danger, and given me an 
Advantage not very common to young Men, that the 
Attractions of the World have not dazzled me very 
much; and I began when moſt People end, with a 
full Conviction of the Emptinefs of all Sorts of Am- 
dition, and the unſatisſactory Nature of all human 
Pleaſures, 1 3 
When a ſmart Fit of Sickneſs tells me this ſcurvy 


Tenement of my Body will fall in a little Time, I 


am even as unconcerned as was that honeſt Hibernian, 


who (being in Bed in a great Storm ſome Years 
ago, and told the Houſe would tumble over his 


Head) made Aniwer, What care I for the Houſe, I am 


only a Lodger. I fancy it is the beſt Time to die 
when one is in the beſt Humour; and fo exceſſively 
weak as I now am, I may fay with Conſcience, that 
I am not at all uneaſy at the Thought that many 
Men, whom I never had any Eſteem for, are likely 
to enjoy this World after me. When I reflect what 


an inconſiderable little Atom every ſingle Man is, 


with Reſpect to the whole Creation, methinks it is 
a Shame to be concerned at the Removal of ſo 


trivial 
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trivial an Animal as I am. In the Morning after my 
Exit, the Sun will riſe as bright as ever, the Flowers 
ſmell as ſweet, the Plants fpring as green, the World 
will proceed in its old Courſe, People will laugh as 
heartily, and marry as faſt as they were uſed to do. 
The Memory of Mau (as it is elegantly expreſſed in the 
Wiſdom of Solomon] pajſeth away as the Remembrance 
of a Gueſt that tarrieth but one Day. There ere Rea- 
ſons enough, in the forth Chapter of the fame Book, 
to make any young Man contented with the Profnreet 
of Death. For honourable Age is not that winch flant- 
eth in Length of Time, or is meaſured by a Numer of 
Years. But Wiſdom is the grey Hair to Men, and an 
unſpotted Life is old Age. He was taken away ſpeedily, 
leſt that Wickedneſs ſhould alter his Underſtanding, or 
Deceit beguile his Tongue, 


RELIGION and SUPERSTITION contraſted. 
A Vis1on. 5 


Religion witli a graceſul Mein, 
All lovely, ſmiling, and ſerene. R. 


122 lately a very remarkable Dream, which made 

fo ſtrong an Impreſſion on me, that I remember 
it every Word; ws if you are not better employed, 
you may read the Relation of it as follows: g 
Methought I was in the Midſt of a very entertain- 
ing Set of Company, and extremely delighted in 
attending to a lively Converſation: When, on a fud- 
den, I perceived one of the moſt ſhocking Figures 
Imagination can frame, advancing towards me. She 
was dreſſed in Black; her Skin was contracted into a 
thouſand Wrinkles; her Eyes deep ſunk in her Head: 
and her Complexion pate and livid as the Counte- 
nance of Death. Her Looks were filled with Ter- 
ror and unrelenting Severity; and her Hands armed 
with Whips and Scorpions. As ſoon as ſhe came 
near, with a horrid Frown, and à Voice that chilled 
| 2 2 my 
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my very Blo6d, ſhe bade me follow her. I obeyed ; 
ane the led me through rugged Paths, beſet with 


riurs and Thorns, into a, deep ſolitary Valley. 
exever ſhe -palled, the fading Verdure withered 


bepeath her Gros, her peſtilential Breath infected the 


Air with malignant Va 1 obſcured the Luſtre of 
the Sun, and involved the Face of Heaven with uni- 
verlal Gloom. Diſmal Howlings reſounded through 
the Foreſt ; from every baleful Tree the Night Raven 
uttered his dreadſul Note, and the Proſpect was filled 
with Defolation and Horror. In the Midſt of this 
tremendous Scene, my execrable Guide addreſſed me 
in the following Manner: 

* Retize with me, O raſh, unthinking Mortal! 
frem the vain Allurements of a deceit ful World; and 
learn, that Plealure was not debgned the Portion of 
human Life. Man vas born to mourn and to be 
wittched:; This is the Condition of all below the 
Stars; and whoever endeavours to oppoſe it, acts in 
Contradiétion to the Will of Heaven. Fly then from 
the fatal Inchantraents of Youth and ſocial Delight, 
and here con:ecrate the ſolitary Hours to Lamenta- 
tion and Woe.  Malary 3 is the Duty of all ſublunary 
Beings ; and every Enjoyment is an Offepce to the 
Deity ; ; who is to be worihipped only by the Mortifi- 
cation of every Seule of Pleaſure, and the evening 


'Exercile of Sighs and Tears.“ 


This melancholy Picture of Life quite ſunk my 


Joy within me. I threy myſelf beneath a blaſted 
Ver, where the W inds blew cold and diſmal round 

my Head, and dreadtul Apprehenſions chilled ny 
Heart, Here I revived to lie, till the Hand of Death, 
which I impatienily. invoked, thould put an End to 
the Miſeries of a Life fo deplorably wretched. In 
this {ad Situation, I eſpied on one Hand of me a. deep 
muddy River, whoſe heavy Waves rolled on in {low, 
{ullen Murmurs. Here I determined to plunge ; 


and was as upon the Brjok, when 1 found mylelt 


ſuddenly 


Spirits, and ſeemed to annihilate every Principle or 


0 
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ſuddenly drawn back. I turned about, and was 
ſurpriſed by the Sight of the lovelieſt Object I had 
ever beheld. The moſt engzging Charms of Youth 
and Beauty appeared in all her Form; eftulgent Glo- 
Ties ; > vn in her Eyes, and their awtul Splendors 


were loftened by the gentleſt Looks of Compaſſion 


and Peace. At her Approach the frighttul Spectre; 


who had before tormented me, vanifhed away, and 
with her all the Horrors ſhe had cauſed. . The 
gloomy Clouds brigbtened into chearfut Sunſhine, 
the Groves recovered their Verdure, and the whole 
Region looked gay and blooming as the Garden of 
Eden. I was quite tranſported at this unexpected 
Change, and reviving Pleaſure began to gladden my 
Thoughts; when, with a Look of inexpreſſible Sweet- 
nels, my beauteous Deliverer thus uttered her divine 
Inſtructions. 

„My Name is Religion. I am the Offspring of 
Truth and Love, and ihe Parent of Benevolence, Hope, 
and Joy. That Monſter, from whoſe Power I have: 
freed you, is called Srperſtition : She is the Child of 


Diſcontent, and her Followers are Fear and Sorrow. 


Thus different as we are, ſhe has often the Inſolence 


to aſſume my Name and Character, and feduces un- 


happy Mortals to think us the fame, till ſhe at length 
drives them to the Borders of Deipair, that dreadtul 
Abyſs into which you were juſt going to fink. 
„Lock round, and ſurvey the various Beauties of 
this Globe, which Heaven has deſtined for the Seat of 


the human Race; and confider whether a World thus 
exquiſitely framed, could be meant for the Abode ot 


Mifery and Pain. For what End has the hviſh, 
Hand of Providence diffuſed fuch innumerable Ob- 
jets of Delight, but that all might rejoice in the 
Privilege of Exiſtence, and be filled with Gratitude 
to the beneficent Author of it ? Thus to-enjoy the 


| Bleffings he bas ſent, is Vitue and Obedience; and 


to rejet them merely as Means of Pleaſure, is piti- 
able Ignorance, or abſurd Perverſeneſs, Infinite 
23 Gocd- 
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Goodneſs is the Source of created Exiſtence. The 
proper Tendency of every rational Being, from the 
higheſt Order of raptured Seraphs to the meaneſt 
Rank of Men, is to riſe inceſlantly from lower 
Degrees of Elappineſs to higher. They have each 
Faculties aſſigned them for various Orders of De- 
waht... |: ; | 
_ What! (cried I) is this the Language of Reli- 
ion? Does {he lead her Votaries through flowery 
Paths, and bid them paſs an unlaborious Life? Where 
are the painful Toils of Virtue, the Mortifications of 
Penitents, and the Self-denying Exerciſes of Saints 
and Heroes ?” 5 
„The true Enjoyments of a reaſonable Being 
(anſwered ſhe, mildly) do not conſiſt in unbounded 
Indulgence, or luxurious Eafe, in the Tumult of 
Paſſions, the Languor of Indolence, or the Flutter 
of light Amuſements, Yielding to immoral Plea- 
ſure corrupts the Mind; living to animal and tri- 
fling ones debaſe it ; both in their Degrees diſqua- 
lify it for its genuine Good, and confign it over to 
Wretchedneſs. Whoever would be really happy, 
muſt make the diligent and regular Exercile of his ſu- 
perior Powers his chief Attention; adoring the Per- 
fections of his Maker, expreſſing Good-will to his. 
Fellow-creatures, and cultivating inward Rectitude. 


To his lower Faculties he muſt allow ſuch Gratifica- 


tions as will, by refreſhing them, invigorate his nobler 
Purſuits. In the Regions inhabited by angelic Na- 
ture, unmingled Felicity for ever blooms; Joy flows 
there with a perpetual and abundant Stream, nor 
needs there any Mound to check its Courſe. Beings 


conſcious of a Frame of Mind originatly diſeaſed, as 


all the human Race has Cauſe to be, muſt uſe the Re- 
— of à ſtricter Self- government. Whoever has 
een guilty of voluntary Exceſſes, muſt patiently 


fubmit, both to the painful Workings of Nature and 
needful Severities of Medicine, in order to his Cure. 
Still he is entitled ta a moderate Share of whatever 


alle- 
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alleviating Accommodations this fair Manſion of his 
merciful Parent aftords, conſiſtent with his Reco- 
very. And, in Proportion as his Recovery advances, 
the livelieſt Joy will ſpring from his fecret Setiſe 
of an amended and improved Heart. 80 far from 
the Horrors of Deſpair is the Condition ęven of the 
Guilty. Shudder, poor Mortal, at the Thought 
of the Gulph into which thou waſt jaſt now going to 
plunge. „ ĩↄ a FA 

4 « While the moſt faulty have every Encourage- 

ment to amend, the more innocent Soul will be fup- 

; orted with fill ſweeter Conſolations under all its 
Experience of human infirmities, ſupported by the 
gladdening Aſſurances, that every ſincere Endeavour 

to outgrow them, ſhali be aſſiſted, accepted, and re- 
warded. To ſuch a one, the loweſt Self- abafſement 
is but a deep-laid Foundation for the moſt elevated 

Hopes ; fince they who faithfully examine and ac- 
knowledge what they are, {hall be enabled, under 
my Conduct, to become what they deſire. The 
Chriſtian and the Hero are infeparable ; and to the 
Alpirings of unaſſuming Truſt and filial Confidence, 
are let no Bounds. To him who is animated with 
a View of obtaining Approbation from the Sovereign 
of the Univerie, no Difficulty is unfurmountable. 
Secure in his Purtuit of every needful Aid, his Con- 

I fli&t with the ſevereſt Pains and Trials is little more 

r than the vigorous Exerciſes of a Mind in Health.— 

- His patient Dependence on that Providence which 

s looks through al! Eternity, his filent Reſignation, his 

r ready Accommodation of his Thoughts and Beha- 

s viour to his inſcrutable Ways, is at once the moſt 

is excellent Sort of Self-denial, and Source of the 

>- [moſt exalted Tranſports. Society is the true Sphere 
is of human Virtue. In facial, active Life, Difficulties 

y vill perpetually be met with; Reſtraints of many 

d Kinds will be neceſſary; and ſtudying to behave 

>. Fright ia Reſpect of theſe, is a Diſcipline of the hu- 

r Iman Heart, ufcful to others, and improving to itſelf. 

"ES Suffering 
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Suffering is no Duty, but where it is neceſſary to 
avoid Guilt, or to do Good; nor Pleaſure a Crime, 
but where it ſtrengthens the Influence of bad Inclina- 
tions, or leliens the generous Activity of Virtue. 
The Happineſs allotted to Man in his preſent State 
is indeed faint and low, compared with his immortal 
Proſpect and noble Capacities : But yet, whatever 
Portion of it the diſtributing Hand of Heaven offers 
to each Individual, is a needtul Support and Refreſh- 
ment for the preſent Moment, ſo far as it may not 
hinder the attaining his final Deſtination. 

„Return then with me, from continual Miſery, to 
moderate Enjoyment and grateful Alacrity ; return 
from the contracted Views of Solitude te the proper 
Duties of a relative and dependent Being. Religion is 
not confined to Cells and Cloſets, nor reſtrained to 
fullen Retirement. Theſe are the gloomy Doctrines 
of Superflition, by which ſhe endeavours to break thoſe 
Chains of Benevolence and ſocial Affection that link 
the Welfare of every Particular with that of the 
Whole. Remember, that the greateſt Honour you 
can pay the Author of your Being, is tuch a chearful 
Behaviour as diſcovers. a Mind ſatisfied with its own 
Diſpenſations.” | | 

Here my Preceptreſs pauſed ; and I was going to 
_—_ my Acknowledgments for her Diſcourle, when 
a Ring of Bells from the neighbouring Village, and 


Windows, awaked me. 


To begin NOTHING, of which you have not well 
conſidered the END. 
Think well, ere you reſolve, weigh each Event ; 
| Left, when too late, in Sorrow you repent. | R. 

Certain Cham of Tartary going a Progreſs with 
A his Nobles, was met To 'Verviſe, who cried 
with a loud Voice, Whoever will give me a 1 
88 8 Nice 


the new riſen Sun darting his Beams through my 
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Pieces of Gold, J wil! give him a Piece of Advice. The 
Cram ordered him the Sum: Upon which the Der- 
vile ſaid, Begin Nothing of which thou haſt not well con- 
fitered the End. 

The Couriers, upon — this plain Sentence, 
ſmiled; and ſaid witli 2 Sneer, The Derviſe is well 
paid for his Maxin.“ But the King was fo well fa- 
{ished with the Anſwer, that he ordered it to be writ- 
ten in golden Letters in ſeveral Places of his Palace, 
and engraved on all his. Plate. Not long after, the 
King's Surgeon was ne to kill him with a poiſoned 
Lancet, at tue Time he let him Blood. One Day, 
when the King's Arm was bound, and the fatal Lancet 
in the Surzeon's Hand, he read on the Baſon, Begin 
Nothing of which thou haf not well conſidered the End. — 
He immediately ſtarted, and let the Lancet fall out of 
his Hand. The King obſerved his Confuſion, and en- 
quired the Reaſon : The Surgeon fell proſtrate, con- 
teiled the whole Affair, and was pardoned, and the 
Conſpirators died. The Cham, turning to his Cour- 
tiers-who heard the Advice with Contempt, told them, 
That Counſel could not be too much valued, which 
had ſaved a King's Life.“ 


— — 
N — 


On the FOLLY of being diſſatisfied with our preſent 
__ CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Fortune a Gedlefs is to Fools alone, 
Tue Wiſe are always Maſters of their own, DRYDEN. 


OR the Benefit of thoſe who are diſſatisſied with 

their pre'ent Situations, and to illuſtrate the 

Folly and Madnels of their Ambition, I beg Leave to 
offer the Narrative of my own Life. 

I am the Son of a younger Brother of a good Fa- 
mily, who, at his Deceaſe, left me a little Fortune of 
a Hundred a Year. I was put early to Eaton School, 
where I learned Latin and Greek, irom whence I went 


to 


| College; and having no Inclination to follow any 


were ſometimes indeed a little in Debt, but when 
Money came in, the Pleaſure of diſcharging what we 


could afford to hire, we laboured daily in it ourſelves, 


T! 


zs thi 
C 
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to the Univerſity, where I learned, not totally to for. 
t them. TI came to my Fortune when I was ff 


Profeſſion, I removed myſelf to Town, and lived for 
fome Time, as moſt young Fellows do, ſpending 
four times my Income. But it was my Happineſs, ſ: 
before it was too late, to fall in love with, and tag 
marry, a very amiable young Creature, whoſe Fortune 
was juſt ſufficient to repair the Breach made in mn 
own. With this agreeable Companion J retreated tot on 
the Country, and endeavoured, as well as I was able, of 
to ſquare my Wiſhes to my Circumſtances. In this Rien 
Endeavour I fucceeded fo well, that, except a few * p 
private Hankerings after a little more than J poſſeſſed, T 
and now and then a Sigh when a Coach and Six hap. 
ue to drive by me in my Walks, I was a happy 

an. 

I can truly aſſure you, Sir, that though our Faſt? 


mily Oeconomy was not much to be boaſted of, and far a 
in Conſequence of it, we were frequently driven to 


great Straits and Difficulties, I experienced more real * 
Satisfaction in this humble Situation, than I have” 7 
ever done ſince in more enviable Circumſtances. We l 


owed was more than an Equivalent for theſe Pains it 
put us to; and though the Narrowneſs of our Circum- 

ances ſubjected us to many Cares and Anxieties, it 
ſerved to keep the Body in Action as well as the 
Mind: For as our Garden was ſomewhat large, aud 
required more Hands to keep it in Order than we 


and drew Health from our Neceſſit ies. 

- I had a little Boy who was the Delight of my Nur 

Heart, and who probably might have been ſpoiled ty 2 

, if the Attention of his Parents had not been 

otherwiſe employed. His Mother was naturally of Ir, 

a ſickly Conſtitution, but the Affairs of her Family, 05 
Ss | r as 
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is they engroſſed all her Thoughts, gave her no Time 
for Complaint. The ordinary Troubles of Life, 
rhich to thoſe who have nothing elſe to think of 
re almoſt inſupportable, were leſs terrible to us than 
„e Perſons of eaſier Circumſtances; for it is a certain 
YfTruth, however your Readers may pleaſe to receive 
t, that where the Mind is divided among many 
ares, the anxiety is lighter than when there is only 
Pne to contend with. Or even in the happieſt Situ- 
tion, in the Midſt of Eaſe, Health, and Affluence, 
he Mind is generally ingenious at tormenting itfelf, 
loling the immediate Enjoyment of thoſe invaluable 
Bleſſings, by the painful Suggeſtion that they are too 
great fur Cont inuance. | 
Thele are the Reflections that I have made ſince; 
for I do not attempt to deny that I ſighed frequently 
for an Addition to my Fortune. The Death of 2 
liftagt Relation, which happened five Years after 
our Marriage, gave me this Addition, and made me 
far a Time the happieſt Man living. My Income 
vas now. encreaſed to Six Hundred a Year; and I 
boped, with a little Oeconomy, to be able to make 
a Figure, with it. But the ill Health of my Wife, 
which in leſs eaſy Circumſtances had not touched me 
lo nearly, was now conſtantly in my Thoughts, and 
ſoured all my Enjoyment, The Conſcioulnels toe 
of having ſuch an Eſtate to leave my Boy, made 
me ſo anxious to preſerve him, that, inſtead of ſuffer- 
ing him to run at Pleaſure when he pleaſed, and to 
grow hardy by Exerciſe, I almoſt deſtroyed him by 
Confinement. We now did nothing in our Garden, 
becauſe we were in Circumſtances to have it kept by 
others: But as Air and Exerciſe were neceſſary for 
„Jour Healths, we reſolved to abridge ourſelves in ſome 
unneceſſary Articles, and to ſet up an Equipage. —— 


4 This in Time brought with it > Kain of Expences, 
H rchich we had neither Prudence to foreſee, nor Cou- 
rage to prevent. For as it enabled us to extend the 
's F=rcuit of our Viſits, it greatly encreaſed our Ac- 

quaintance, 
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us: to the MN Of 
— Entertzaaments at Home, in Re- 
-all- theſe-which we were invited 20 Abroad. 


Jy dard wee ; ey live in a — 
tuitable to it, — det not bea td think?of. 
To pay the * { ad tontracid. 19s Von forced 


to mo and M kit to ſelFthe bet Part of m 
Eſtate: and 4 it was vt "ut | - 
the Parade we 


move of a Tudden, o fell our Cback in Town; and to 
look out for z new Situation, at a "greater Diftance 
from our Atquaintance. _ 

But, unfortunately for my Peace, I cartied' the 
Habit of Expence along with me, and was very 
near being reduced to abſolute Want, when, by the 
unexpected Death of an Uncle aud his two Sons, 
who died within 2 few Weeks of each other, I ſuc- 
= ogg to an Eſtate of Seven Thouſand Pounds a 

—_ 

And now, Sir, both you and your Readers will call 
me a very happy Man; and ſo indeed I was: I ſet 
about the Regulation of my Family with the moſt 
pleaſing SatisfaQion : The ** of my Equi 
Besen. the Magnificence. of wy Plate, the Crowd of 

ervants. that attended. me, the 9 of my Houſe 
and Furniture, the Grandeur of my Park and Gar- 
dens, the Luxury of my Table, and the Court that 
was every where paid me, \ me -inexpreſlible De- 
light, fo long as they were Novelties; but no fooner 


were they become habitual to me, than I loſt all 
Manner of Reliſh for them; and diſcovered, in a 
very little Time, that by having nothing to wiſh tor, 

1 had. nothing to enjoy. — rew palled 
by 2 2 3 .Crowd ot "Vilitors robbed 
me 


7 . 3 
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me of ail domeſtic Enjoyment, Servants plagued 
me, and Steward cheated 1 | 


But the Curſe of Greatgeſs did not end heres Daily 
corlvinced me that I was to live 


_ Experience 
more for others than for myſelf. - My Uncle had been 


a great Tarky Nias and 2 zealqus hen er hon 
erial Meaſures ; as bis Eſtate was the largeſt of an 
CES in the. 27 he By, be pparted an Int 


in it Father had 
|veen gently bg by th the ; the Count Pay which de- 
termined 


declare myſelf on that 


Side: But * to encounter were 
too many and too 


t for me; inſomuch that 1 
have been baffled and defcated in almoſt every Thing 
I have undertaken. To deſert the Cauſe I have em- 
barked in would diſgrace me; and to go greater 


AM; ne I am engaged in 


7 tual State of Warfare with the principal Gen- 
he County, and am curſed by my Tenants and 

endents for compelling them at every Election to 
vote (as ps hey are pleaſed to tell me) contrary to their 


My Wie and 1 had once pleaſed ourſelves with the 
Thoughts of being uſeful to the Neighbourhood, by 
dealing out our Charity to the Poor md Induſtrious ; 
but the perpetual Hurry in which we live, renders us 
incapable of looking out for Objects ourſelves ; and 
the Agents we entruſt are either pocketing our Bounty 
or ing it on the Undeferving. At Night, when 


ve retire to Reſt, we are venting our Complaints on 


the Miſeries of the Day, and praying heartily for the 
Return of that Peace, which was the only Companion 
of our humbleſt Situation. 

Where Pain, Sickneſs, and abſolute Want are out 


of the Queſtion, no external Change of Circumſtances 


ha than he was 
nce of this Truth, that the 


can make a Man more 
before. It is to an 


univerſal Diſſatisfaction of Mankind is principally to 
be aſcribed. Care is the Lot of Life ; and he that 
A 2 aſpires 


—— __ 
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aſpires to Greatneſs in Hopes to get rid of it, is like 
one who throws himfelf into a Furnace to avoid the 
Shivering of an Ague. 


The 8. only Satisfaction 1 can enjo in my preſent 
Situation is, that it has not — Heaven in its 
JE to make me a 5. 


a _ * La 


»» 


On GENEROSITY Oy" — HONESTY. 


| f that lille Candle darts its Beams ; 
th une a goed Deed. ix this naughty Warlg. 
| SHAKESPEAR. 
Certain Cardinal, who. for the Multitude of his 
: generous Actions was ftiled the Patron of the 
Poor, had a conſtant Cuſtom, once or twice a Week, 
to give public Audience to all indigent People in the 
| Hall of his Palace, and to relieve every one according 
to their Various 1 or the Motives of his own 


One a poor Woman, encour the Fame 
of his Day a poor came into the Eibe by Cardinal, 
with her only Daughter, a beautiful Maid about ff. 
teen Years of Age. When her Turn came to be 
heard, amon among * Crowd of Petitioners, the Cardi- 
nat. diſcerning the Marks of an extraordinary Mo- 
deſty in her Face and Carriage, as alſo in her Daugh- 
| ter's, he encouraged her to tell her Wants freely. 
She, pay += and not without Tears, thus addr 
herfelf to him: My Lord, I owe for the Rent of 
my Houſe Five Pt ; and ſuch is my Misfortune, 
that 4 have no other para Fund x. it, fave what would 
break my Heart, fince my rd threatens to force 
me to it ; that is, to proſtitute this my only Daugh- 
ter, whom 1 have hitherto with great Care — 
im Virtue, and an Abhorrence oft that odious Crime. 
What I beg of your Eminence is, that you would 
pleaſe to > Batt ++ your facred Authority, and pro- 
rect us from the Violence of _ cruel Man, till, by 


our 
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_ honeſt Induſtry, we can procure the Money for 
im.” | : 

The Cardinal, moved with Admiration of the Wo- 
man's Virtue and innocent Modeſty, bid her be of 
good Courage. Then he immediately wrote a Billet, 
and giving it into the Widow's Hands, Go, faid 
he, to my Steward with this Paper, and he ſhall 
deliver thee Five Crowns to pay the Rent.” 

- The poor Woman, overjoyed, and returning the 
ardinal a thouſand Thanks, went directly to the 
Steward, and gave him the Note; which, when he 
had read, he told her out Filty Crowns. She, aſto- 
niſhed at the Meaning of it, and fearing this was only 
the Steward's Trick to try her Honeſty, refuſed to 
take above Five, ſaying, ** She aſked the Cardinal for 
no more, and ſhe was ſure it was a Miſtake.” 
On the other Hand, the Steward infiſted on his 
Maſter's Order, not daring to call it in Queſtion. 
= all the Arguments he could uſe were inſufficient 
—— on her to take any more than Five Crowns. 
ereupon, to end the Controverſy, he offered to go 
back with her to the Cardinal, and refer it to him. 
When they came before that munificent Prince, and 
he was fully informed of the Buſineſs; ** It is true, 
faid he, I miſtook in writing Fifty Crowns; give me 
the Paper, and I will rectify it.” Thereupon he wrote 
again, — 4 thus to the Woman: ** So much Can- 
dour and Virtue deſerves a Recompence; here, I 
have ordered you Five Hundred Crowns; what you 
cant fpare of it, lay it up as a Dowry to give with your 


Daugfiter in Marriage.” 


If I miſtake not, this Cardinal was called Farneſe : 
But, whatever his Name was, this was an Action truly 
heroic, and which has but few Parallels. 


— —— 


220 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 
mn. STORY of FLAVILLA. | 


No all is Innocence within, | 
*Tis Guilt ta wear the Garb of Sin. GAY. 


II E following is ſo firiking an Inftance of the 

dread ful Conſequences which often attend 

Female Levity, that we hope our fair Readers will 
peruſe it with more than common Attention : 


FLAVvIIIA, juſt as ſhe had entered her fourteenth 
Year, was left an Orphan to the Care of her Mother, 
in fuch Circumſtances, as diſappointed all the Hopes 
which her Education: had encouraged. Her Father, 


who lived in great Elegance upon the Salary of a Place 


at Court, died ſuddenly, without having mady any 
Proviſion for his Family, cxcept an Annanity of One 


Hundred Pounds, which he had purchaſed for his 


Wife, with Part of her Marriage Portion; nor was he 
oſſeſſed of any Property, except the Furniture of a 
— Houſe in one of the new Squares, an Equipage, 
a few Jewels, and ſome Plate. POP 3 
The greater Part of the Furniture and the Equipage 
were ſold to pay his Debts; the Jewels, which were 
not of great Value, and ſome uſeful Pieces of the 
Plate, were reſerved; and Hauilla removed with her 
Mother into Lodgingss. 
But, notwithſtanding this Change in their Circum- 
ſtances, they did not immediately loſe their Rank. 
They were ftill viſited by a numerous and 
Acquaintance; and though ſome gratified their Pride 
by alſuming an Appearance of Pity, and rather in- 
ſulted then alleviated their Diſtrels by the Whine of 
Condolence, and a minute Compariſon. of what they 


had loſt with what they poſſefled; yet from others 


they were continnally receiving Preſents, which till 
enabled them to live with a genteel Frugality ; they 


were ſtill conſidered as People of Faſhion, and 


treated 
=_ 


polite 
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waged by thoſe of a lower Clals with difiint Re- 
n thus continued to mdve ima Sphere to which 
ſhe Had no Claim; The was rearkably tall for her 
Age. and was celebrated not only for her Beauty but 
her Wit: Thefe Qualifications ſhe confidered, not on- 
ly as fecuring whatever ſhe enjoyed by the Favour of 
others, but as x Pledge of poſſeſſing them in her own 
Right by an advantageous Marriage. 
There was 2 faſhionable Levity in her Carriage 
and Diſcourſe, whieh her Mother, who knew the 
Danger of her Situatien, laboured to reftram, ſome- 
times with Anger, and fometimes with Tears, but 
always without Succeſs, Flavilla was ever ready to 
anſwer, that ſhe neither did or ſaid any Thing of 
which ſhe had Reaſon to be aſhamed ; and therefore 
did not know why ſhe ſhould be reſtrained ; except 
in mere Courtefy to Envy, which it was an Honour 
to provoke ; or to Slander, which it was a Difgrace to 
fear. In Proportion as Navilla was more flattered and 
careſſed, the Influence of her Mother became lefs ; 
and though ſhe always treated her with Reſpect from 
a Point of Good- breeding, yet ſhe ſecretly deſpiſed 
her Maxims, and applauded her own Conduct. 
Flavilla at Eighteen was a celebrated Toaſt ;' and, 
among other gay Viſitants who frequented her Fea- 
Table, was Clodio, a young Baronet, who had juſt 
taken Poffefior: of his Title and Eftate. There were 
many ' Particulars in Clodio's Behaviour, which en- 
couraged Flavilla to hope that ſhe ſhould obtain him 
for a Huſband ; but ſhe ſuffered his Aſſiduities with 
ſuch apparent Pleaſure, and his Familiarities with fo 
little Reſerve, that he ſoon ventured to diſcloſe his 
Intention, and make her, what he thought, a very 
genteel Propoſal of another Kind: But, whatever 
were the Artifices with which it was introduced, or 
the Terms in which it was made, Havilla tejefted 
it with the utmoſt Indienation and Dildain. Clodio, 
| e 2 3 who 
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who, notwithſtanding his Youth. had long known 
and often practiſed the Arts of Seduction, gave Way 
to the Statm, threw himſelf at her Feet, imputed his 
Offence. to-the-Phrengy of his Paſſion, flattered her 
Pride by the moſt abje& Submiſſion and extravagant 
Praiſe, intreated her Pardon, aggravated his Crime, 


but made no Mention of Atonement by Marriage. 


This Particular, which Flavilla did not fail to remark, 
ought to have determined her to admit him no more: 
But her Vanity and her Ambition were ſtill predomi- 
nant, ;; ſhe ſtill hoped to ſucceed in her Project. Go- 


dio's Offence was tacitly forgiven; his Viſits were per- 


mitted, his Familiarities were again ſuffered, and his 
Hopes revived. He had long entertained an Opinion 
that ſhe loved him, in which, however, it is probable, 
that his own Vanity and her Indiſcretion concurred to 
deceive him; but this Opinion, though it implied the 
ſtrongeſt Obligation to treat her with Generofity and 
Tenderneſs, only determined him again to attempt her 
Ruin, as it encouraged him with a Probability of 
Succe's. Having therefore reſolved to obtain her as 
a Miftre:s, or at once to give her up, he thought he 
had little more to do than to convince her that he had 
taken ſuch a Reſolution, Jjuſtifying it by ſome plauſible 
kay x] 7, and give her ſome Time to deliberate upon 
a | Determination. With this View he went a 
| ſhort Journey into the Country; having put a Letter 

into her Hand at parting, in which he acquainted her, 
« That he had often reflected, with mexpreflible 
4% Regret, upon her Reſentment to his Conduct in 
« 2 late Inſtance ; but that the Delicacy and the Ar- 
% dour of his Aﬀections were inſuperable Obſtacles to 
„ his Marriage: That where there was no Liberty 
«© there could be no Happineſs : That he ſhould be- 
4% come indifferent to the Endearments of Love, 
« when it could no longer be diſtinguiſhed from 
the Officiouſneſs of Duty: That while they were 
% happy in the Poſſeſſion of each other, it g's br 
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« abſurd to ſuppoſe they would part; and if this 
„ Happineſs fhould ceaſe, it would not only enſure 
«© but aggravate their Miſery to be infeparably united: 
„ That this Event was leſs probable in Proportion as 
their Cohabitation was voluntary; but that he would 
make fuch Provifion for her upon the Contingency 
« as a Wife would expect _ ws et.” 7 - 
Flavilla had too much Underſtanding as well as 
Virtue to deliberate a Moment upon this Propoſal. 
She gave immediate Orders that Clodio ſhould be ad- 
mitted no more. But his Letter was a Temptation to 
tify her Vanity which ſhe could not reſiſt ; ſhe 
ſhewed it firſt to her Mother, and then to the whole 
Circle of her Female: Acquaintance, with all the Ex- 
ultation of a Hero who expoles a vanquiſhed En 
at the Wheels of his Chariot in a Triumph; ſhe con- 
ſidered it as an indiſputable Evidence of her Virtue, 
as a Reproof to all who had dared to cenſure the Le- 
vity of her Conduct, and a Licence to continue it 
without Apology or Reſtraint. | 
It: ed that Favilla, ſoon after this Accident, 
was ſeen in one of the Boxes of the Play-houſe by 
Mercator, a young Gentleman who had juſt returned 
from his firſt Voyage, as Captain of a large Ship in 
the Levant Trade, which had been purchaſed for him 
by his Father, whoſe Fortune enabled him to make a 
genteel Proviſion for five Sons, of whom Mercator 
was the youngeſt, and who expected to ſhare his. 
Eſtate, which was perſonal, in equal Proportions at 
— was ca o_ — — * but diſ- 
couraged by the xdour of her Appearance, and 
the Rank of her Company. He was urged, rather by 
Curioſity than Hope, to enquire who ſhe was; and he 
ſoon gained ſuch a Knowledge of her Circumſtances as 
relieved him from Deſpair. wits 
As he kyew not how to get Admiſſion into her 
Company, and had no Defign upon her Virtue, he 
| | _ wrote 
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wrote in the firſt Ardour of his Piffion to her Mother; 
giving # faithfa}Atrount of his Fortume and! 


e, aud entrtatibg that he inight de permitted to 
nike Nao — foie Enquire, 1 — 
A which 
the Kcconnt that Mt hat Five Her br dori- 
firmed, ſent him an Invitation, a Xeceived his fir 
Vin rlone. : She told hm, that as Flavilla had no For- 
tune, and as a confidereble Part of his own was de- 
*His Fathers Wil, he ought therefore 
to obtain s Condſetit; "before any other Step was ta- 
ken. 'To'this Cbumfel, ſo falutary, Mertator was he- 
ſitating what to reply, when Flavifta came in, an Ac- 
cident which he was now only ſoliciteustb improve. 
Fuauiila was not diſpleaſed either with his Perſon or his 
Addreſs; the Frankneſs and Gaiety of her Difpoßtion 
ſoon made him forget that he was a Stranger: 
verſation'commeticed, duting'which' they becktite y 
more with each other; and thus 
mounted the Difficulties of a firſt Viſit, he tho 
more of the eld Lady, as he believed her Rüfpices 
were not neceſſary ta his Succeſs. oY 
e ted, and he became 
Hour more impati Delay: A Though 
Father would now 7. an ge then indeed intervene ; but 
being determined to gratify his Wiſhes at all Events, 
he concluded, with a Sagacity almoſt univerſal upon 
theſe Occafions, that of two Evils, to marry without 
his Conſent, was leſs than to marry againſt it; and 
one Ev 
noon by themſelves,” they went out in a Kind of Fro- 
lic, which Mercator had propofed in the Vehemence of 
his Paſſion, and to which Hlavilla had conſented in the 
Gitidineſs of her Indiſcretion, and were mattied at 
| Farr. 
n the firſt Interval of Recollection after this 25 
1 to 


cipitate Step, Mercator confidered, that” he ough 
be the fir 


who acquainted his Father of the new 
Alliance 


n \ oe 


"> 


t of his 


after the Lovers had ſpent the Aſter- 
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Alliance which had been made in his Family: But 
as he had not Fortitude enough to do it in Perſon, he 
expreſſed it in the beſt Terms he could conceive by a 
Letter; and after ſuch an Apology for his Conduct as. 
he had 1 9 5 to aſe bon 7 E N. e 
that he might, E L to. preſent his Wife for 
the paternal Benediftion, which alone was wanting to 
The old Gentleman, whoſe Character I cannot 
better expreſs than in the faſhionable Phraſe which 
has been contrived to N falſe Principles and diſ- 
ſolute Manners, had been a gay. Man, and was well 
acquainted. with the Town, He had often heard 
Flavilla toaſted. by Rakes. of Quality, and had often 
ſeen her at public Places. Her Beauty and her De- 
pendence,. the Gaiety of her Dreſs, and Multitude of 
her Admirers, the Levit ity of her Conduct, and all 
the Circumſtances of her Situation,, had concurred 


to render her Character ſuſpected; and he was diſ- 


oſed to judge of it with leſs Charity, when ſhe 
ad offended him by marrying his Son, whom he 
conſidered as diſgraced and impoveriſhed, and whoſe 
Misfortune, as it was irretrievable, he reſolved not 


3 to alleviate, but increaſe; a Reſolution by which 


Fathers, who have fooliſh and diſobedient Sons, 
uſually diſplay their own Kindneſs and Wiſdom. 
As ſoon as he had read Mercator's Letter, he curſed 
him for a Fool, who had been gulled by the Artifice 


of a Strumpet, to ſcreen her from public Infamy, by 


fathering her Children, and ſecuring her from a Priſon 
by appropriating her Debts. In an Anſwer to his 
Letter, which he wrote only to gratify his Reſent- 
ment, he told him, that, If he had taken Havilla 
into Keeping, he would have overlooked it; and if 
her Extravagance had diſtreſſed him, he would have 
ſatisfied his Creditors? but that his Marriage was not 
to be forgiven; that he ſhould never have another 
Shilling of his Money; and that he was deterinined . 
to ſee him no more,” | 
Aercator, 
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' Meriator, who was more provoked by this Outrage 
than erieved at the Lofs, diſdained to reply; and be- 
Heving that he had now moſt Reaſon to be offended, 
could not be perfuaded to ſolicit a Reconciliation. 

He hired 2 genteel Apartment for his Wife of an 
er, who, with a View to lett Lodgings, had 


and in about two Months left her to make another 


7185 had received Viſits of Congratulation from her 
numerous Acquaintance, and had returned them as 
a Pl of his Defire that they ſhould be repeated. 


Bat a Remembrance of the 2 Mukitude, which, 
ttered his Vanity, as 


while he was at Home, had 
foon as he was abſent alarmed his icion: He had, 
indeed, no particular Cauſe of ufy ; but his 
Anxiety aroſe | ions 
to which ſhe was expoſed, 
his ſuperintending her Conduct. 
In the mean Time Flavilla continued bs tte nid 
the — age bom {dog ſhe had ſhone ſo long: 
her Viſitants were rather encreaſed than 
—— the Gentlemen attended her with greater 
Affiduity, and ſhe continued to encourage their Civili- 
ties by the fame indecent Familiarity: She was one 
Night at the Maſ e, and another at the Opera; 
ſometimes at a Rout, and ſometimes rambling 1 


| * 
of Pleaſure in ſhort Excurfions from Town ; fhe 


came Home ſometimes at Midnight, fometimes in the 
— and ſometimes ſhe was abſent ſeveral * 
t er 

is Conduct was the Cauſe of much 
and Uneaſineſs to the good Man and Woman of the 
Houſe. At firſt they fuſpected that Flavilla was no 
better than a Woman of Pleafure; and that thePerſon 
who had ns the Hodgings for her as his Wife, and 
had difappea ence of a Voyage to Sea, 
had been r impoſe upon them, by con- 


cealing 


en and furnifhed a large Houſe near Leiceſter Fields, 


ion 
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cealing her Character, in order to obtain fuch Accome 
modations for her as ſhe could not ſo ealily have pro- 

cured had it been known: But as theſe Suſpicions 
made them watchful and inquiſitive, they ſoon dif- 
covered, that many Ladies by. whom ſhe was.. viſited 
were of good Character and Faſhion. Her C. e 
however,. | bag her to be a Wife, Was ſtill inex · 
cuſable, and ſtill endangered her Credit and Sub- 
ſiſtence: Hints were often dropped by the Neighbours 
to the Diſadvantage of her Character; and an elderly 
Maiden Lady, who lodged in the ſecond Floor, had 
given Warning; the Family was diſturbed at all Hours 
in the Night, and the Door was crawded all Day with 
Mel, and Viſitants to Hauilla. | | 
One Day, therefore, the good, Woman took an Op- 
partunity to remonſtrate, though in the moſt diſtant 
and reſpectful Terms, and with the utmoſt Difſidence 
and Caution. She told Haudla, That ſhe was a fine 
. young Lady; that her Huſband was abroad; that 
„ the kept a great Deal of Company; and that the 
< World was cenſorious: She wiſhed that leſs Occa- 
«« fion for Scandal was given; and hoped to be ex- 
« culed. the Liberty ſhe had taken, as ſhe might be 
+: ruined by thoſe Slanders which could have no In- 
© fluence on the Great, and which, therefore, they 
* were not ſolicitous to avoid. 
This Addreſs, however ambiguous, and however 
gentle, was eaſily underſtood, and fiercely reſented. 
Hlavilla, proud of her Virtue, and impatient of Con- 
troul, would have deſpiſed the Counſel of a Philoſo- 
pher, if he had implied an Impeachment of her Con- 
duct: Before a Perſon ſo much her Interior, therefore, 
ſhe was under na Reſtraint ; ſhe anſwered with a Mix- 
ture af Contempt and Indignation, That thoſe only 
Who did not know her, would dare to take any 
„Liberty with her Character; and warned her to 
« propagate no ſcandalous Report, at her Peril. '— 
Hauilla immediately roſe from her Seat, and the Wo- 
: man 


| ay | 

f — — told bim, that Madam 
. 6 — t. | i 
— a E 


for he inferred from it job 
as he believed it to be leſs. Aſter ſome Moments of 


: | | hich. 
already faid too much. She then  allued him, — 
© That he had no Reaſon to be alarmed ; for that ſhe 
+ had no Exception to his Lady, but thoſe Gaieties 
« which her Station and the Eaſbion ſufficiently au- 
« thoriſt = Mercator s Su however, were 
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to his Homer and hi Peme to re- 
« ſolve: — —ꝛ com inue in 
4 the 232 Year; that; —— 
again leave t Kingdom in 2 ſhort ne, 

«« nul falcr . —— —— £, 
„ therhis Homes orb Gears 46 her Notice in 
£6 + bis — — — ſhe would 
him fuck ar Account as-woutd at leaſt deliver 
from the "Torment - Xen, and deter- 
— — a 


His — — indeed,” in — "they er 


forgotten. Her Manter of Life he begin 


, in which was blended with a high 
„ he would not embitter the Plezfure of a ſhort 
Stay by Altercation, and Tears: But when 
her Mind was melted i enderneſs at his Depar- 
ture, he her — — of Fondneſs to his 
Bofom, and entreated her to behave with Referve and 
eddie: «© Becauſe, faid he, I know that my 
keeps 2 watchful Eye upon your Conduct, 
« which may y. — — or remove his Diſ- 
eaſure, and either intercept or beſtow ſuch an 
ncreaſe in our Fortune, as will prevent the Pangs 
9 * Separation, which muſt otherwiſe ſo often re- 
„tum, and in ſhort Time unite us to part no 
2 parted wit — 
td and t rote 
of unalterable LOVE. * 


* 


1 — —  —— — — — * — — — 
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The STORY if FLAVILLA concluded. 


LAVILLA, ſoon after ſhe was thus left in a 

Kind of Widowhoud 2 fecond Time, found 
herſelf with Child: and, within fornewhat lefs than 
eight Months after Wercator's Return from his firſt 


Voyage, ſhe happened to ſtumble as the was going 
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up St:irs, and being immediately taken ill, ſhe was 
brought to Bed before the next Morning. The Child, 
thougn its Birth had been precipitated more than a 
M: nth, was not remarkably ſmall, nor.had any Iufir- 
mity which endangered its —_ | 
It was now neceſſary. that the Vigils of Whiſt and 
the Tumults of Balls and Vilits ſhould, for a While, 
be ſuſpended ; and in this Iuterval of Languor and 
Retirement Flavitla firſt became. thoughtful. She of- 
ten reflected upon Mercatur's Caution when they laſt 
arted, which had made an indelible Impreſſion upon 
bo Mind, though it had produced no- Alteration in 
her Conduct: Notwithſtanding the Manner in which 
it was expreſſed, and the ; Rea'on upon which it was 


founded, (he began to fear that it might have been ſe- 


cretly prompted by Jealouſy.— The Birth, therefore, 
of her firſt Child in his Ablence, at a Time when, if 
it had not been premature, it could not peſſibly have 
been his, was an Accident which greatly alarmed her: 
But there was yet another, ior which it was ſtill leſs 
in her Power to account, and which, therefore, alazm- 
ed her ſtill more. TIS. 1 9. 

It happened that ſome Civilities which ſhe received 
from a Lady who ſat next her at an Opera, and 
whom ſhe had never ſeen before, introduced a Con- 


verſation which fo greatly delighted her, that ſhe 


gave her a preſſing Invitation to viſit her: This Invi- 
tation was accepted, and in a few Days the Viſit was 
paid. lav illa was not leſs pleated at the ſecond In- 
terview, than ſhe had been at the firſt; and without 
making any other Enquiry concerning the Lady, than 
where ſhe lived, took the firſt Opportunity to wait 
upon her. The Apartment in which ſhe was received 
was the Ground- floor of an elegant Houſe, at a imall 
Diſtance from St James's. It happened that Havilla 
was placed nezr the Window ; and a Party of the 
Horſe-Guards riding tarough t Street, ſhe ex- 
pected to fee ſome of the Royal Family, and haſtily 
threw up the Saſh, A Gentlemen who was paſling 


by 
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by at the ſame Inſtant, turned about at the Noiſe of 
the Window, and Flavilia no ſooner faw his Face, 
than ſhe knew him to be the Father of Mercator. 
Alter looking firſt ſtedfaſtly at her, and then glancing. 
his Eye at the Lady whom ſhe was viſiting, he affected 
a contemptuous Sneer, and went on. Flavia, who 
had been thrown into ſome Confuſton, by the ſuddert 
and nnexpected Sight of a Perſon whom ſhe knew 
confidered her as the Diſgrace of his Family, and the 
Ruin of his Child, now chanced Countenance, and 
haſtily retired to another Part -»1 the Room: She was 
touched both with Grief and Anger at this ſitent In- 
fult, of which, however, the did nut then fulpett the 
Cauſe. It is, indeed, probable, that the Father of 
Mercator would no where have looked upon her with 
Complacericy ; but as ſoon as he faw her Companion, 
he recollected that ſhe was the favourite Miſtreſs of an 
old Courtier, and that this was the Houle in which he 
kept her in great Splendour, though ſhe had been by 
Turns a Proftitute to many others. It happened that 


Hlauilla, foon after this Accident, difcovered the Cha- 


racter of her new Acquaintance ; and never remem- 
bered by whom ſhe had been ſeen in her Company, 
without the utmoſt Regret and Apprehenſion. 

She no reſolved to move in a leis Circle, and 


with more Circumſpection. In the mean Time her 


little Buy, whom ſhe ſuckled, grew very faſt ; and 
it could no longer be known by his Appearance, that 
he had been born too ſoon. His Mother frequently 
gazed on him till her Eyes overflowed with Tears; 
and, though her Plealures were now become domeſtic, 
yet ſhe feared, left that which had produced ſhould 
deſtroy them. After much Deliberation, ſhe deter- 
mined that the would conceal the Child's Age from 
its Father, believing it prudent to prevent a Sut- 
picion, which, however ill-founded, it might be 
ditticult to remove, as her Juſtification would depend 
wholly upon the teitimony of her Dependents ; and 
| Bb 2 her 
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her Mothet's arid her 'own would neceflarily become 
doubtful,” when every one would have Reaſon to con- 
clude, that it would ſtill have been the lame, ſuppoſ- 
ing the contrary: to have been true. 
Such was the State of Flavilla's Mind, and her lit- 
tle Boy was fix Months old, when Mercator returned. 
Sbe received him with Joy indeed, but it was mixed 
with a viſible Conſufon; their Meeting was more 
tender, but on her Part it was leſs. chearful ; ſhe 
fmiled with inexpreſſible Complacency, but at the 
fune Time the Tears guſhed from her Eyes, and ſhe 
was felzed with an univerſal Tremor. Mecator caught 
the Inſection; and careſſed firſt his Hauilla, and then 
kis Boy, with an Exceſs of Fondneſs and Delight that 
before he had never experienced. The Sight of the 
Child made him more than ever wiſh a Reconciliation 
with his Father; and having heard at his firſt Land- 
ing, that he was dangerouſly ill, he determined to go 
immediately, and attempt to fee him, promiſing that 
be would return to Supper. He had, in the Midft 
of his Careſſes, more than once enquired the Age of 
his Sen, but the Queſtion had been always evaded ; 
of which, however, he took no Notice, nor did it 
produce any Suſpicion. BI 
He was now haſtening to enquire after his Father; 
but, as he paſſed through the Hall, he was officiouſly 
laid hold of by the Landlady. He was not much dit- 
poſed to enquire how ſhe had fulfilled his Charge ; but 
perceiving by her Looks that ſhe had fomething ta 
communicate, which was, at leaſt in her own Opi- 
nion, of Importance, he ſuffered her to take him into 
her Parlour. She immediately ſhut the Door, and 
reminded him, that ſhe had undertaken an Office with 


Reluctance, which he had preſſed upon her; and 
that ſne had done nothing in it to which he had not 


bound her by a Promiſe; that ſhe was exceedingly 
ſorry to communicate her Diſcoveries ; but that he 
was a worthy Gentleman, and, indeed, ought to know 
them. She then told him, That the Child was 
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4 born within leſs tha eight Months aſten bus laſt 
«© Return from Abroad; that (at) was + faid ta have 
„ come before its Time; bu that having :preiſed to 
« ſee it, ſhe was refuſed.“ ! This, indeed, was true, 
and confirmed the good Woman in her Suſpicien; 
for Havilla, who had ſtill reſented thd Freedom which 
ſhe had taken in her Remotiſtrance, had kept her at 
a great Diſtance; and the Servants, to gratify their 
Miſtreſs, treated her with the utmoſt Inſolence and 
Contempt. FVV 

At this Relation Mercator turned pale. He now 
recollected that his Queſtions concerning the Child's 
Birth had been evaded ; and conchided, that he had. 
been ſhedding Tears of Tendernels: and Joy over a 
Strumpet and a Baſtard, who had robbed him of his 
Patrimony, his Honour, and his Peace. He ſtarted 
up with the furious Wildneſs of fudden Phrenzy; but 
ſhe with great Difficulty prevailed upon him not to 
leave the Room. He lat down, and remained fome 
Time motionle's, with his Eyes fixed on the Ground, 
and his Hands locked in each other. In Proportion as 
he believed his Wife to be guilty, his Tenderneſs for 
his Father revived ; and he refolved, with yet greater 
Zeal, to profecute his Purpole of immediately at- 
tempting a Reconciliation. - 

In this State of Confuſion and Diſtreſs, he went to 
the Houſe ; where he learned that his. Father had died 
early in the Morning, and that his Relations were 
then affembled to read his Will. Fulvius, a Brother 
of Mercator's Mother, with whom he had always been 
a Favourite, happening to paſs from one Room to an- 
other, heard his Voice. He accoſted him with great 
Ardour and Friendſhip; and ſoothing him with Ex- 
preſſions of Condolence and Afiection, inſiſted to in- 
troduce him to the Company. Mercator tacitly con- 
ſented: He was received at leaſt with Civility by his 
Brothers, and, fitting down among them, the Will 
was read. He ſeemed to liſten like the Reſt; but 

IDES. 8 B b 3 8 was, 


Terror was at length mingled with Regret, 


— —— — 8 
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was, indeed, mufing over the Story which he had juſt 

| heard, and Joſt in the Speculations of his own Wretch- 

edneſs. He awaked as from a Dream, when the Voice 

of the Perſon who had been reading was fulpended ; 

and. finding that he could no mr — himſelf, 
le 


he — and would have left the Company. 
Of the WHl which had been read before him, he 
knew nothine : But his Uncle believing that he was 
moved with Grief and Reſentment at the Manner in 
which he had been mentioned in it, and the Bequeſt 
only of a Shilling, took him into amother Room; 


and, to apolbgize tor his Father Unkindnefs, told 


him, That the Reſentment which he expreſſed at 
++ his Marriage, was every Day increaſed by the Con- 
% duct of his Wiſe, Character was now become 
% notoriouſly infamous; for. that ſhe had been ſeen 
at the Lodgings of a known Proftitute, with whom 
++ the appeared to be well acquainted.” This Account 
threw Mercator into another Agony ; from which he 
was, however, at length recovered by his Uncle, who, 
as the only expedient by which he could retrieve his 
Misfortune, and ſoothe his Diſtreſs, propofed that he 
fhould no more return to his ings, but go Home 
with him; that he would himfelf take fach Meaſures 
with his Wife, as would ſcarce fail of inducing her to 


accept a ſeparate Maintenance, aſſume another Name, 


and trouble him no more. Mercator, in the Bitterneſs 
of his Affliction, contented to his Propofal, and they 


went away together. 


Mercator, in the mean Time, was expected by Na- 
villa with the moſt tender Impatience. She had put 
her little Boy to Bed, and decorated a fmall Room in 
which they had been uſed to fup by themſelves, and 
which ſhe had ſhut up in his Abſence ; ſhe counted 
the Moments as they paſſed, and liſtened to every 
Carriage and every Step that ſhe heard gu 
was now ready: Her. Impatience was increaſed ; 
and her 
Fondneſs 
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Fondneſs was only buſied to affli her; ſhe wiſhed, 
ſhe feared, ſhe accuſed, ſhe apologized, and the wepr. 
In the Height of thele eager Expectations and this 
tender Diſtreſs,. ſhe received a Billet, which Mercator 
had been perſuaded by his Uncle to write, in which 
he upbraided ber in the ſtrongeſt Terms with .. 
his Confidence; and diſhonouring his Bed :—<©* Of 
«© this, he ſaid, he had now obtained ſufficient Proof 
to do Juſtice to himſelf, and that he was deter- 
«« mined to ſee her no more. | irt 
To thoſe, whoſe Hearts have not already acquaint - 
ed them with the Agony which feized Flaviila upon 
the Sight of the Billet, all Attempts to deſcribe it 
would not only be ineffectual but abſurd. Having 
paſſed the Night without Sleep, and the next Day 
without Food; diſappointed in every Attempt to 
diſcover what was become of Mercator, and doubting, 
if ſhe could have found him, whether it would be 
fible to convince him of her Innocence: the vio- 
_ lent Agitation of her Mind produced a flow Fever, 
which, before ſhe conſidered it as a Diſeaſe ſhe com- 
municated to the Child while ſhe cheriſhed it at her 
Boſom, and wept over it as an Orphan whoſe Life ſhe 
was fuſtaining with her own. pi 
After Mercator had been abſent about ten Days, 
his Uncle, having perſuaded him to accompany ſome 
Friends to a Country Seat at the Diſtance of near 
ſixty Miles, went to his ings in order to diſ- 
charge the Rent, and try what Terms he could 
make with Faviila, whom he hoped. to intimidate 
with Threats of a. Prefecution and Divorce; but 
when he came, he found that Navilla was ſinking 
very faſt under her Diſeaſe, and that the Child was 
already dead. — The Woman of the Houſe, into 
whoſe Hands ſhe had juſt put her repeating Watch 
and ſome other Ornaments as a Security for her 
Rent, was ſo touched with her Diftrefs, and fo firm- 
ly perſuaded of her Innecence the Manner in 
which ſhe had addreſſed her, and the calm Solemnity 
N with 
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with which ſhe abſolved thoſe by whom ſhe had been 
traduced, that as ſoon as ſhe had diſcovered Fulvius's 
Buſineſs, ſhe threw herfelf on her Knees, and in- 
treated, that if he knew where Mercator was to be 
found, he would urge him to return; that, it poſſible, 
the Life of Favilla might be preſerved, and the Hap- 
pineſs of both be reftored by her Juſtification. —— 
Fuluius, who ftill ſuſpected Appearances, or at leaſt 
was in Doubt of the Cauſe that had produced them, 
would not diſcover his Nephew ; but atter much En- 
treaty. and Expoſtulation, at laſt engaged upon his 
Honour . for the Conveyance of a Letter. The Wo- 
man, as ſoon as ſhe obtained his Promiſe, ran up and 
communicated it ta-Flavilta ; who, when ſhe had reco- 
vered from the Surprize and Tumult which it occa- 
ſioned, was ſupported in her Bed, and in about Half 
an Hour, after many Efforts and many Intervals, 
wrote a ſhort Billet, which was ſealed and put into 
the Hands of Fulvius. 


' 
| 


Fuluius immediately incloſed and difpatched it by 


the Poſt, reſolving, that in a Queſtion fo doubtful, 


and of ſuch Importance, he would no tarther inter- 


poſe.— Mercator, who, the Moment he caft his Eye 
upon the Letter, knew both the Hand and Seal, after 
pauſing a few Moments in Suſpence, at length tore it 
open, and read theſe Words: 
Such has been my Folly, that, perhaps, I ſhould 
* not be acquitted of Guilt in any Circumſtances, 
«© but thoſe in which I write. I do not, therefore, 
„ but for your Sake, wiſh them otherwiſe than they 


„now lies dead at my Side, a Victim to my Indiſ- 


<< and ſeal our Reconciliation on my Lips, while they 
are yet ſenſible of the Impreſſion.” 


— — —— — — ˙ tt —ꝛ— x .. —u— — 9 _—_—_—_—_— 


„% are. The dear Infant, whoſe Birth has undone me, 


cretion and your Relentment. I am ſcarcely able 
eto guide my Pen, but I moſt earneſtly entreat to ſee. 
* you, that you at leaſt may have the Satisfaction to 
« hear me atteſt my Innocence with the laſt Sigh, 


Mercator, whom an Earthquake would leſs have 
TORY | affected 
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affected than this Letter, felt all his Tenderneſs re- 
vive in a Moment, and reflected with unutterable An- 
guiſh upon the Raſhnels of his Reſentment. At the 
Thought of his Diſtance from London, he ſtarted as if 
he had felt 2 Dagger in his Heart: He lifted up his 
Eyes to Heaven, with a Look that expreſſed at once 
an Accuſation of himſelf and a Petition for her; and 
then ruſhing out of the Houſe without taking Leave 


. 


of any, ar ordering a Servant to attend bim, he took 


| Poſt-horſes at a neighbouring Inn, and in leſs than 


ſix Hours was in Leicefter-Fields. But, notwithſtand- 
ing his Speed, he arrived too late; Flavilla had ſuffer- 
ed the laſt Agony, and her Eyes could behold him no 
more. Grief and Diſappointment, .Remorſe and De- 
ſpair, now totally ſubverted his Reafon. It became 
neceſſary to remove him by Ferce from the Body ; 
and, after a Confinement of two Years in a Mad- 
heae, he ns... | 3 

May every Lady, on whoſe Memory Compaſſion 
ſhall record theſe Events, tremble to atfume the Le- 
vity of Havitla; for, perhaps, it is not in the Fower 
of any Man in Mercator's Circumſtances, to be leſs 
jealous than Aexcator. 


1 


„— 


—— — 


MIRTH and FALSEHOOD inconfiſtent. 


Whe, for the poor Renown of being fmart, 
IWould flick a Dagger to his Brother's Heart ? 


YouNG. 


URING the laſt War, a fea-faring Man courted | 


a young Woman at Lime-houſe, whom he got 
with Child; ſoon after which he went to Sea and left 
her: He ſaved ſome Money in the W:/t-Indies, where 
he ſtayed about two Years, but could not be eaſy in 
his Mind on Account of ruining the young Woman. 
He left the Ship and ſome Wages that were due to 
him, and came Home, with a Delign to marry her: 


| Going into a Public-houfe at Limehouſe, which he had 


formerly frequented, and enquiring after the young 


Woman, 
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Woman, the Landlord faid ſhe was alive and well, 
and had a charming Boy ; but (by Way of Hum, as 
"tis called) told him alſo, that ſhe was married. — Im- 
mediately on this, the poor Seaman left the Houle, 
ramEling about he. knew nor cared not whither, and 
was picked up by a Preſs-gang, and lent on board a 
Tender, where he hanged him ſelf the very next Night. 
—The News of this affected the young Woman ſo 
much, that ſhe died ſoon after, and the poor Child 
was left on the Pariſh; nor did the Landlord, who 
was in Reality a good-natured Man, ever enjoy a Mo- 
ment's Peace of Mind during the few Years he lived. 


. 


Den i. n * — 
— — — 


On DISINGENUITY. 
With ſoothing Wiles he won my eaſy Heart ; | 
He fighd and wow'd—but, ah! he teign'd the Smart» 
Sure, of all Fiends, the blackeft we can find, 
are thoſe Ingrates who flab our Peace of Mind. R. 


IF Penitence can lay Claim to Pardon, and to con- 
1 feſs our Crimes is any Kind of Atonement for 
them, the following true Narrative may plead in m 
\ Behalf to an injured Woman, reconcile me to myfelt, 
and reſtore that Tranquillity of Mind which I have ſo 

lately forfeited by my own Folly and Indiſcretion. 
You muſt know, that I am the Son of an honeſt 
Tradeſman, was by him brought up at a public School, 
and from thence went to the Univerſity. Soon after 
my Arrival there, a Gentleman came down with his 
Family to enter his Son, who had been my School- 
fellow at one of the Colleges: They ſent for me, 
and defired I would ſhew them the Univerlity ; a 
Requeſt which I readily complied with, as it grati- 
fied my Vanity of being ſeen with his Daughter, a 
young Lady of great Beauty and Fortune ; Advantages 
which often ſupply the Want of every other real 
Good, but ſerved in her only to adorn the ſuperior 
Qualities of the Mind, and let off the Charms of 
Virtue. 255 
I ſtrove 
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I trove to make their Time as agreeable as poſlible, 
by that Afﬀduity, which never fails to pleaſe, and 
all thoſe little Services which are ſure to conciliate 
Affection; I waited on my fair Viſitor, as you ma 
imagine, with more than ordinary Diligence, grati- 
fied her Curioſity by the Sight of every Thing that 
I- thought worthy of her Attention, and endeavour- 
ed, by being uleful, to make mylelf agreeable. I. 
ſucceeded ſo well, in ſhort, with the whole Family, 
that when they left the Place, I received a preſſing 
Invitation from the Father to ſpend a Week with them 
in London. Accordingly I waited on them, and was 
received with great Politeneſs- The Morning we 
chiefly ſpent in Diverſions within. Doors, and in the 
Evening went to the Play. This gave me an Oppor- 
tunity of frequent Interviews with the young Lady, 
in which I could not help paying that Tribute of 
Praiſe to her Accompliſhuents which I knew ſhe 
deſerved, and which I imagined ſhe expected; I ſpuke 
the Language of Love, without feeling the Power of 
it, aud inſenſibly raiſed a Paſſion in her Breaſt, which 
was as yet a Stranger to my own. Little did I indeed 
at that Time imagine, that with an Intention merely 

to amule, I was laying Snares to deceive; and that 

whilſt I thought myicit only playing the innocent Part 

of a fine Gentleman, I was Loy Jos. ur the Peace of 

an amiable Woman, and deſtroying the future Hap- 
inels of a whole innocent Family. 

When I took my Leave, my Friends told me they 
would not conſent to part with me fo ſoon, unleſs I 
would promile on the firſt Leiſure I had to return; 
with which Propoſal I readily acquieſced. As I had 
no great Deſire to change a Scene of Gaiety and Plea- 

fare for the Gloom of a College, the Reflection on it 
threw a Melancholy on my Features, which the Lady 
attributed to' a difterent Cauſe. I fetched a deep 
Sigh at parting, and retired from her with a fett 
Sorrow, which I afterwards found had left a ſtrunger 
| Impreſ- 


— 
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N on. her Heart than all the fine Things 
T had aid; and confirmed fer in the Opinion ſhe 
had conceived. r to her. 


1 returned to the U CE 
Levin: off to her View 


lint] en Dee of ee rr 

re 1. haps, . gere e 80, have calied to 
1115 1 tten Fair Que, had not a Letter, 
which I zeceived her about three Mbath after- 
wards, greatly. f and diſturbed me. She 


would not, ſhe che informed me, have broken, thro' 


own. 
herfer 25 bound in Honour to Jet me know that it 
wauld be acceptable to her ; that it would appear like 
Affectation in her to ſuppaſe I had meant merely to 
flatter and amuſe ber; and as ſhe had {pared me the 
Confuſion of firſt mentioning this, ſhe hoped I would 
ſoon come to a more clear Explanation,” lu a Poſt- 
ſcript ſhe added, That her Father was a Man who 
— what we call, ſeen the World, was determined to 
marry her at all Events, up to her Rank ; and choſe 
rather to ſee her ſple y miſerable, than obſcurely 
2 That unleſs I faved her, ſhe was ruined ; and 
that a ſhort Time muſt determine her Fate.” 

I need not tell you how I was confounded, to find 
myſelf involved in an Intrigue, before I had fo much 
as once thought ſeriouſly upon it: I therefore an- 
ſwered her in the moſt ſubin ĩſſive Manner I could; 
repreſented to her, that it would be the higheſt In- 
gratitude in me tu marry the Daughter of a Man who 
had ſhewn me ſuch uncommon Civilities, without his 
Canſent ; belides, that the Dif G of our Fortunes 
muſt be an unſurmountable bſtacle to 3 thinking 
Perſon; that ſhe might one Day or other reproach me 
with Breach of. Truſt herſelf, — inſult me on Ac- 
count of * laequality which ſhe now ſeemed 
| to 
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to difregatd: that in ſuch a Caſe, the Vifire of þ caſing 
muſt fi kuf into the, Fear of offending, aud thus put an 


End to all her viſio nary Schemes of hi ng apps” 8: 


2 the Had fb miſtaken 
to attributt a e e which 7 bi Effet of 
Carr, 1 th kd to ket of a 'Prieft and Mar- 
riage in Q of Lithatio'; ud Concluded } 
7 bs, fort for del our Baked, to think no more 


JVIOUT as 


Handl wrote it, my Heart v ſeverely re- 
. = þ ＋ | 4 4 
BD that parti 


mined, whether ſhould not make 2 little ſerious Love 
to her the very next Opportunity ; "when, in the 
Midſt of theſe Reflections, I received the following 


Letter, which beſt can tell the Story of her Misfor- 


tune, and expoſe the Weakneſs of my paſt Conduct. 
t is over, and I am a Slave! yet, the only Hour 

that I can call my own, I * to you; the only one 

that a Hufband's Authority has not a Right to inter- 


rupt. To ſum up all my Miſeries in a Word, know, 


my Father has this Morning given me up to Sorrow 
and Mr. 


l - Alas! what delufive Vifions of Feli- 
city did not r flattering Tongue once give me 
Lake to fem? Such as * Turn of Fortune can 
again recal.—I tremble to think what a Hniband's 
Rage may not inflict, when he finds, inſtead of the 

s he expected, ſo poor an Entertainment as 


Love — will afford him. It is impoſſible for 


different Maſters to ſhare one poor Heart: With me 
he 8 enjoy as much as the unwilling Victim to 

iolence, and have as warm a Return of Fond - 
neſs from the ſheeted Dead. But what am I ſaying, 
and to whom ? To him that has robbed me of wy 


Peace! Can he now up thoſe Tears which him- 


lelf alone could bid to we Or, can he heal thoſe 
Cc Wounds 


ne, was mn Anſwer, which, | 


7 could riot but tacitly Blame my- 


Regard and Attachment to her, 
which I had formerly expreffed, and was not deter- 


” „ - : , LY” 


ä——— — ͤĩ— — 
——— —7'v 


30 Tie PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 
Wounds which himſelf has made; but the worſt is 


paſt ; all the Paſſions that have racked me fince I re- 


_ ceived your laſt, are huſhed ; and what little Spirit 


remains will ſoon give Way to the ſilent eating Sor- 
row that muſt follow this. Think that you have 
robbed me of what not all my Fortune can purchaſe 


for me, nor the whole World beſide hath Power to 
beſtow. Ever fince I was taught to form a Wiſh, it 


was that of being a happy Mother and a tender Wife. 
I. may now have a Child whom its Father's Vices will 
exclude from that Exceſs of Fondneſs which I would 
otherwiſe have poured over it; and you know too 
well his Character to _ any Alteration in him 
And yet this Man my Religion henceforward binds 


me to be true to, and obey. Farewel ! and know, 


however I condemn your Conduct, that would my 
Brother, jealous of his Honour as he is, this Moment 
revenge me, I had rather forgive than reſent it. Live 
then, and be happy ; and may that Happineſs. never 
be ſuſpended a Moment by the Remembrance of her 
whom your Falſhood has made for ever miſerable.” 
If your Heart has not already informed you what 
I felt on this, it will be needlels to tell you how ſe- 
verely I now accuſe my own weak Conduct; nor can 
I ſoon forgive myſelf the wanton Sacrifice of Youth, 


Innocence, Beauty, and Virtue, to faſhionable Levity, 
and polite Perfidiouſneſs. It is I that have given the 


Wound inflicted by her Father a deeper Smart, though 
it is himſelf that has made that Milery laſting. I can 


only wiſh this may be an uleful Lefion, to warn all 


oung Gentlemen, 'my Fellow-profligates, never. to 
— a particular Regard where they — not ſe- 


rious Thoughts of Love; and to teach Parents whom 


Heaven has bleſt with dutiful Children, rather to 1 
make them happy than great; or by their Authority | 


never to violate thoſe Hearts which they have only 2 
Right to guide. | e 
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"On the JUSTICE of PROVIDENCE. | 
| All Nature is but Art unknown to thee, 
All Chance Direction which thou canſft not ſee ;- 
All Diſtord Harmony not underflood, © 
All partial Evil univerſal Good» 
Aud, Spite of Pride, in erring Reaſon's Spite, 
One Truth is clear — whatever is, is right. Pop E. 


B ZALD A, Caliph of Egypt, had dwelt ſecurely 
for many Years in the filken Pavilions of Plea- 
fare, and had every morning anointed his Head wit}: 
the Oil of Gladnefſs, when his only Son 4boram, tor 


whom he had crowded his Treaſures with Gold, ex- 


tended his Dominions with Conqueſts, and ſecure: 
them with impregnable Fortreiles, was ſuddenly 


wounded, as he was hunting, with an Arrow from an 


unknown Hand, and expired in the. Field. 
Bozaldab, in the Diſtraction of Grief and Deſpair, 


refuſed to teturn to his Palace, and retired to the 


gloomieſt Grotto in the neighbouring Mountains : 
He there rolled himſelf in the Duſt, tore away the 


Hairs of his hoary Head, and daſhed the Cup of Con- 


ſolation, that Patience offered him, to the Ground. 


He ſuffered not his Minſtrels to approach his Pre- 


fence ; but liſtened to the S:reams of the melancho 

Birds of Midnight, that flit thro” the ſolitary Vauits 
and echoing Chambers of the Pyramids. Can 
that God be benevolent, he cried, who thus wounds 
the Soul, as from an Ambulh, with unexpected 
Sorrows, and cruſhes his Creatures in a Moment 
with irremediable Calamity ? Ye lying Imans, prate 
to us no more of the ] -.tnefs and Kindneſs of an 
all-directing and all-loving Providence! He, whom 
ye pretend reigns in Heaven, is ſo far from protect- 
ing the miſerable Sons of Men, that he perpetually 
delights to blaſt the ſweeteſt Flowerets in the Gar- 
den of Hope ; and, like a malignant ' Giant, to beat 
down the ſtrongeſt Towers of Happinels with the 


Iron Mace of Anger. If this Being poſſeſſed the 


Cc 2 Goodneſs 
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Goodneſs and. the Pewer with which flattering Prieſts 
.. have. inveſted him, he would doubtleſs be iniclined 
and enabled to, baniſh thole Evils which render tlie 
World a Dungeon of Diſtrefs, a Vale of Vanity and 
Wo. I. vill continue in it no longer?” — 

At this Moment he furiouſly raiſed his Hand, 
_ which Deſbair had armed with 2 Dagger, to ſtrike 
deep into his Bolom ; when ſuddenly thick Flaſhes 
. of Lightning ſhot through the Cavern, and a Being 
cf more than human Beauty and Magnitude, arrayed 
in azure Robes, crowned with Amaranth, and waving 


On 


a Branch of Palm in his Right-hand, arreſted the 


Arm of the trembling and aſtoniſhed Caliph, and faid 
with à majeſtiic Smile, Follow me to the Top of 
this Mountain.” Bs 3 5 
Look from hence, ſaid the awful Conductor: 
I am Caloc, the Angel of Peace; look from hence in- 
„ r.4- e ee 
Bozaldab opened his Eyes, and beheld a barren, 
fultry, and ſolitary Iſland, in the Midft of which fat 
A —_ meagre, and ghaſtly Figure: It was a Merchant 
juſt periſhing with Famine, and lamenting that he 
could find neither wild Berries nor a fingle Sprig in 
this forlorn uninhabited Defart ; and begging the 
Protection of Heaven againſt the Tigers that would 
now certainly deſtroy him, fince he had confumed the 
laſt Fuel he had collected to make nightly Fires to af- 
fright them. He then caſt a Call et of Jewels on the 
Sind, as Trifes of no Uſe ; and crept, feeble and 
trembling, to an Eminence, where he was accuſtomed 
to fit every evening to watch the fetting Sun, and to 
give 2 Signal to any Ship t!at might happily approach 
the Illand. | 
AInhabitant of Heaven, cried Bozal lab, ſuffer not 
this Wretch to periſh by the Fury of wild Beaſts.” 
« Peace, ſaid the Angel, and obſerve.” _ 
le looked again, and beheld a Veſſel arrived at 
the deſolate Iſle. What Words can paint the Rap- | 
ture of, the ſtarving Merchant, when the 3 ö 
| offered | 


42 
> ? 

1 els 

"3 


| 


17 : rr 


Ivory Doors of which, turning on 
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offered to tranſport him to his native Country, if he 
would reward him with Half the Jewels of his Caſ- 
ket. No ſooner had this pitiful . received 
the ſtipulated Sum, than he held a Confultation with 
the Crew, and they agreed to feize the remaining 

Jewels, and leave the unhappy Exile in the fame 
helpleſs and lamentable Condition in which they diſ- 
covered him. He wept and trembled, intreatec and 
implored in vain. 

4% Will Heaven permit fuch Injuſtice to be — 9 

tiſed!” exclaimed Bozaldab. ** Look again, fai 


Angel, and behold the very Ship, in which, ſhort- 


Gehied as thou art, thou wiſhedſt the Merchant might 
embark, daſhed in Pieces on a Rock: Doſt thou not 
hear the Cries of the ſinking Sailors? Preſume not to 
direct the Governor of the Univerſe in the Dif) _ of 
Events. The Man whom thou haſt pitied ſhall be ta- 
ken from this dreary Solitude, but 1 by the Method 
thou wouldeſt preſcribe. His Vice was Avarice, by 
which he became not only abominable, but wretched ; 

he fancied ſome mighty Charm in Wealth, which, like 
the Wand of Abdi, would gratify every Wiſh, arid 
obviate every Fear. This Wealth he has now been 
taught not only to defpiſe but abhor: He caſt his Jew- 
the Sand, and confeſſed them to be uſeleſs; 
he offered Part of thein to the Mariners, and perceived 
them to be pernicious; he has now learned that they 
are rendered uſeful or vain, good or evil, only by the 
Situation and Temper of the Poſſeſſor. Happy is he 


whom Diſtreſs has taught Wiſdom! But turn. thine 


Eyes to another and more intereſtin Scene.” —The 
Caliph inſtantly beheld 2 t > adorned 
in. Jaſper; the 


with Statues of his Anceſtors 
Hinges of the Gold 


of Golconda, difcovered 2 Throne of Diamonds, ſur- 
rounded by the Rajas of Fifty Nations, and with Ambaſ- 
ſadors in various Habits and of different Complexions ; 
on which ſat Aboram, the much-lamented Son of Buzal-. 
dab, and by his Side a Princeſs fairer than a Houri. 
4 e Gracious 
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© Gracious Alla k-It is my Son! cried the Catiph, 
Oh! let me hold him ta my Heart!” © Thou canſt 
not graſp. an unſubſtantial Vifion, replied the Angel: 
I am: now ſhewing thee what would have been the 
Deſtiny: of thy Son, had he continued longer on 
the Earth.“ “And why, returned Bozaldab, why 
was he not permitted to continue? Why was he not 
ſuffered to be a Witneſs of ſo much Felicity and 
Power?“ Confider the Sequel,” replied he that 
dwells in the fifth Heaven. Bozeldab looked earneſtly, 
and ſaw the Countenance of his Son, on which he had 
been ufed to behold the placid Smile of Simplicity, 
and the vivid Bluſhes of Health, now diſtorted with 


Rage, and now fixed in the Inſenſibility of Drunken- | 


nels: It was again animated with Diſdain, it became 


pale with Apprehenſion, and appeared to be withered | 


with Intemperance ; his Hands were ſtained with 
Blood, and he trembled by Turns with Fury and Ter- 


ror, The Palace, fo lately 82 n ö 


Pomp, changed ſuddenly into the Cell of a Dungeon, 


gagged. bound, and his Eyes put out. Soon after 
e perceived the favourite Sultana, who before was 
ſeated by his Side, enter with a Bowl of Poiſon, which 


ſhe compelled Aboram to drink, and afterwards mar- 


_ ried the Succeſſor to his Throne. [ 
„Happy, faid Calc, is he whom Providence has | 


the Angel of Death fnatched from Guilt! From 


whom that Power is withheld, which, if he had poſ- | 


ſeſſed, would have accumulated upon himſelf yet 
er Miſery than it could make 


n others.” 


„It is enough, enied Bozaldab; I adore the in- 
{crutable Schemes of Omniſcience From what 
dreadful Evil has my Son been refcued, by a Death 
which I raſhly bewailed as unfortunate and premature! 
A Death of Innocence and Peace, which has blefſed ' 
his Memory on Earth, and tranſmitted his Spirit to | 


« Caſt | 


the Skies 


* 


where his Son lay ſtretched out on a cold Pavement, | 


an ee wh V09£m « R TI] << = EE 


1 


Cataract. 


kill their Comrade, as ſoon as he ſhould return with 


= O0O raw} ot 1 
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% Caſt away the Dagger, replied. the heavenly 
Meſſenger, which thou waſt prepariag to plunge into 
thine own Heart. Exchange Complaint for Silence, 
and Doubt for Adoration.  -Can a Mortal look down; 
without Giddineſs and Stupeſaction, into the vaſt 
Abyſs of eternal Wiſdom? Cana Mind that ſees not 
infinitely, perfectly comprehend any Thing amorig an 
Infinity of Objects, mutually relative? Can the Chan- 
nels, which thou commandeſt to be cut 'to receive 
the annual Inundation of the Nile, contain the Waters 
of the Ocean? Remember, that perfect Happineſs 
cannot be conferred on a Creature; for perfect Hap- 
2 is an Attribute, as incommunicable as perfect 

ower and Eternity.“ | . KS 

The Angel, while he was {| 


peakir thus, ſtretched 
out his Pinions to N to the pyreum, and 


the Flutter of his Wings was like the Ruſhing of a 


1 


No FRIENDSHIP among the WICKED. 
Tie Bliſs of Friendfhip Vice car never hnow ; | | 
From Virtue's Fount alone that Stream can flow. R. 

T HREE Villains having made a conſiderable 

Booty at a ſmall Diſtance from a Country 
Town, agreed (as it was not expedient for all three to 
enter the Town together) that one of them only ſhould 
70 and buy Proviſions, and bring them to a Place of 
| toc had in a Wood. Whilſt he was gone, the 
Two who were left confulted together, and, in Order 
to enlarge their Share of the N determined to 


their Food. This was executed; but their murdered 
Companion, who had formed preciſely the ſame De- 
fign againſt them, had, after ſatisfying his own 
tite, Lr the Food he br 


ovght them. Thus 
they all died by the Treachery of each otber. 


SELECT 


2 
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SELECT THOUGHTS. 


* take Care to live well, but many to live long, 


though it is in Every-body's Power to do the: for- 
mer, but in no Man's Power to do the latter. | 
The firſt Requilite in Converſation is Truth ; the 
ſecond Senſe ; the third Good- humour; and the 
fourth, Wit. 
Slanderers are like Flies ; they paſs over the good | 
Parts of a Man, and indulge on his Sores. 


Keen Glances of Cenfure proceed generall from | 


2 dark involved Temper, like Fl Flaſhes of * 
from a gloomy Sky. 
Thoſe who blow the Coals of others Strike, may 


. to have the Sparks fly in their own faces. 
Words are like Arrows, and ſhould not be ſhot at 
Random. 
The Paor are ſeldomer fick for Want of Food, than | 
the Rich are by the Exceſs of it. 


Er roo meters nn 
A Liar i » Conand to Man, and a Bravo to his 

i Hey the Fourth of France, (to recommend | 
ility and Good-nature) uſed to ſay, that one 
8 Utraſted more Flies, than a Spoonful | 


It is eaker to praiſe People into Virtue, than rail 
A Way is fe in Company, is to 
RK. 


Politeneſs confiſts * n. and mak- 


2. 


We 
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We may be as good aß we pleaſe, if we pleaſe to be 


00 
r None are lo ert empty, as thoſe who are full of them- 
g. ſelves. 
Te Deſpiſe not Advice ever of the memeſt: The 
Cackling of Geeſe preſerved the Roman State. 
III Habits are eaſier conquered To-day than To- 
ae morrow. 

A Knave may gain more than an honeſt Man for a 
d | Day; but the honeſt Man will gain more than the 
Kn2ve in the Year. 

m. If a Coat be ever o ine that a Fool wears, it is Rill 
S but à Fool's Coat. 

2 Deſpile not an Enemy 8 ever ſo weak; but 
7 n chat the Lion may periſh by the puncture of 
nl an a | 
at Ja Cotints and Cities we are entertained with the 
| W orks of Men, in the Country with the Works of 
God: One is the Province ct Art, the other of Na- 

ture. | 
They worſhip God beſt, who reſemble him moſt... 

- Paſſions are the Gales of Life ; and it 1s our Part to 
take Care they do not riſe into a Tempeſt. 
= To he angry, is to revenge the Faults of others up- 
on Qurſelves. 

Point not at the Faults of others with a foul Fin- 


- 8 — 8 


— • —üEmäUäœ 
8 T nnn 
P ; 


er. 
| : If the Devil catches a Man idle, he generally ſets 
4 him to work. 
If we did not flatter ourſelves, Flattery from others 
would have no Effect. 
When Men grow virtuous in their old Age, they 
only make a Sacrifice to God of the Devil's Leavings. 
| he CareTes of bad Men reſemble the Fawning of 
a Greyhound, which, while he ſhews his Love, fouls 
you with his Paws. | 
Envy is a certain Acknowledgment of Su moxity 
in the Perſon envied :—Of all Vices, tis the baſe 
and meaneft :—And the Breaſt of the envious Man 
ever contains a Hell. We 


— 


TV 


Ye 
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We: ſhould never deſpiſe for Want of Na .! 
tural Parts, but for making a wrong Uſe of them; Co 
Thus, if a Man walls lame, Ke'is do be patios 3 if he F 
dances lame, he is to be laughed „ Ino 
Some Perfons are fo very oblig ing that ny never} is 


oblige.  - 
t- Praiſe hav abenys/been the moſt ſuc- v 


7 


ceſsful Vehicle to infinuate Slander, as Poifon is ne- I 
ver more artfully conveyed than in Perfume. co 
Fare of an Epitaph.) What I poffeſfed is left to 
others; what I gave to the Poor is left with me. Tall 


- Wiſdom's beſt School is Advcrſity: Proſperity was 45 
painted by the Ancients like a Harlot, quite lind, 907 
on the Brink of a frightful Precipice. 

The voluptuous Man ſtands in the Market to de da 


bought and ſold. A to 
Procraſtination is the Thief of Time. 1. 
Induſtry is the True Philoſopher's Stone. in 


He chat injures one, threatens an hundred. 
Tongues are like Race- horſes, which run the faſter | ne 


the leſs Weight they carry. 
When Socrates was told that his Judges had ſen- © 


tenced him to Death :—And hath not Nature (ſaid t! 
he) paſſed the fame Sentence upon them? * 


Every Perion has juſt as much Pride as he wants 
Senſe. 


He who ſwears, tells us his bare Word is not to beſ P 
<redited. 


1 
Trus Modeſiy is aſhamed of every Thing that is cri- r 
-minal - falſe Modeſty of every Thing that is unfaſkionable. I 
When Compliments were leſs in ion, Sincerity wi f 


\more- eſteemed. 
furniſhed us with two Ears and 


Nature has 
but one Tongue; "a mold uſeful Leſſon, if rightly at. | 7 
tended to. 7 
Thoſe who fear God the moſt, feat Men the leaſt. | 
""_ high brings Men low. 
re of appearing witty is the moſt certain Me- 
Mod of preventing it. 1 ; 
ef 


1 
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He keeps the beſt Table who has the moſt valuable 

i Corn ny at it. 

| lead. ws a Houſe, when crammed too full, and 

no — er oblerved in the placing what is in it, 

is only littered, inſtead of being — 

The ancient Grecians uſed to puniſh with double Se- 

1c-{} verity. Crimes done in Drunkenneſs:; firſt, for de- 

e- baſing themſelves below the Brute Creation; and ſe- 

4 condly, for the Crime committed. 

to It is remarkable, that the moſt docile and ſenſible of 
fall Animals (the Elephant) i is the moſt temperate and 

vas Jabſtemious ; as, on the contrary, the moſt ſtupid and 

id, | forbidding the Swine) is the moſt gluttonous and voracious. 
| Thole who boaſt of the Light within, are generally 


be | dark and gloomy without; and juſtly be compared 
to dark Lanthorns. mY 


There is a great Difference between praying and fay- 

Jing one's Prayers. 

I never knew a proud Man that was not ill-natured, 
ter nor an W-natured Man that was not proud. 

3 Bigots of all Kinds, whether Profeſſors of the 
en- Chrijtian, Jewiſh, or Malometan Religion, differ in no- 
aid thing but the Name; for though at firſt ſetting out, 

they ſeem to take quite different Ways; yet, like Tra- 
ats 3 vellers in a Circle, notwithſtanding they ſet forward 

Back to Back, they ſoon meet and join in the oppoſite 
beſt Part of the Circle. 

I lt is uſual in Turkey, by Way of Reproach, to 
i- blacken the Front of thoſe. Perſons Houſes who are 
le. notorious for Tale-bearing, or propagating Falſkood : 
vis It that were the Caſe with us, what a x Figure 

vould moſt of the Towns in England make? | 
nd Nothing can be honourable that is not virtuous : 
at- Among the Romans, the Entrance to the Temple of 

Honour abways lay thro — the — of Virtue. 
HM Exanaple 52 | | 

No Man can ed 0 he fddenly who bas lived 

long. | jo 
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If we do not r 
our Paſfions will govern us. 
— who are given to tell all they know, gene- 


tell more than t 
| JR lr th gy KP, will ſcarce do any' 


Thing to deſerve it 
AF ſhoul — det ite pleaſphourſelie, but thſc + 


Obſtinate People are never fo much * as wher 
or; in Fuer. =< . 


Brutes. 


To pleaſe, we muſt reſemble. the Willow, ; and not 
the Oa t.. e gs 3 K D 


He-who is o of gfomg Advice, wants it dimpulf.” 
Advice ſhould fall as the Dow, . overwhelly 25 2. 


We feel. what ne ſew, woch more than what 1 


really „ ufer. n A 1 #4} 44). ' 
Hard to be pleaſed, and ealy. to bs di Mate, is an 
odious Character. Ser M x. 


The meaneſt W of ebe leu, fue 
Fault with ah rs. | 


The Man who is aſhamed of being poor, would be 
proud if he were rick. | 
When we ſpeak of the Dead, we ſhould tread toltly 


on Ka + Graves. © ? | | 

e Children for being prey, ane they will en- 
deavour to be : - Praiſe them ſor 3 good. 
and they will — to be virtuous. 

Avarice is of all Characters the moſt oppofite w_ that 
of the Cm whe alencit is tor give, and not to 
receine. 

Thoſe who de Mo-body : * en bend deſerve 
No-body's good Won. | 

is ke 2 


An affected Gravity- that covers Folly, 
waſhed Shilling, — it comes 
to be tried. | | 3 1 IJ 
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F in a Wild, unknown to public View, 

1 From Youth ts Age a rev'rend Hermit = 
The Moſs his Bed, the Cave his humble Cell, 
His Food the Fruits, his Drink the cryftal Well. 
Remote from Man, with God he paſs'd his Days, 
Pray'r all his Buſineſs, all his Pleaſure Praife. 


A Life ſo facred, ſuch ferene Repoſe, 
Seem d Heav'n itfelf, till one Suggeſtion roſe ; 
That Vice ſhould triumph, Virtue Vice obey ; 
This ſprung ſome Doubt of Providence's Sway. 
His Hopes no more a certain Proſpe& boaſt, 
And all the Tenor of his Soul is loſt. 
So, when a ſmooth Expanſe receives, impreſs d. 
Cum Nature's Image on its wat'ry Breaſt, 
Down bend the Banks, the Trees impending grow, 
And Skies beneath with anſwering Colours glow, 
But if a Stone the gentle Sea divide, 
Swift ruffling Circles curl on ev'ry Side; 
And glimm'ring Fragments of a broken Sun ; 
Banks, Trees, and Skies, in thick Diforder run. 


To clear this Doubt, to know the World by Sight, 
To find if Books or Swains report it right, 
(For yet by Swains alone the World he knew, | 
Whoſe Feet came * o'er the nightly Dew) 1 


© 


—— — — 
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| Then led to Reſt, the Day's long Toil they drown, 
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He quits his Cell ; the Pilgrim's Staff he bore, | 
And itz'd the Scallop in his Hat before; | 
Then with the rifing Sun a Journey went, 5 
Sedate to think, and watching each Event. 


The Morn was waſted in the pathleſs Graſs, 
And long and loneſome was the Wild to pats: 
But when the ſouthern Sun had warm'd the Day, 
A Youth came poſting o'er a croſſing Way; 
His Raiment decent, his Complexion fair, 
And ſoft, in graceful Ringlets, wav'd his Hair. 
Then near approaching, Father, hail! he cry'd; 
And hail, my Son! the rev'rend Sire I. 
Words follow'd Words, from Queſtion Anſwer flow'd, 
And Talk of various Kinds deceiv'd the Road ; 
Till each with other pleas d, and loth to part. 
While in their Age they differ, join in Heart: 
Thus ſtands an aged Elm in Ivy bound, 
Thus youthtul Ivy claſps an Elm around. _— 
But here the Youth enjoin'd the eager Sire, 
Who into hidden Truths did much enquire, 
If he'd in Silence ezch Event behold, 
He wou'd to him ſome wond'rous Things unfold. 
Agreed ; —and now the cloſing Hour of Day 
Came onward, mantled o'er with ſober Grey; 9 


Nature in Silence bids the World repoſe ; 


When near the Road a . Palace roſe: To 
There, by the Maon, thro' Ranks of Trees they paſs, f 
Whole Verdure crown'd their ſloping Sides of Graſs. '! 
It chanc'd, the noble Maiter of the Dome 3 
Still made his Houle the wand'ring Stranger's Home, & 
Yet ſtill, his Kindneſs, from a Thirſt of Praile, + 
Prov'd the vain flouriſh of expenſive Eaſe. 

The Pair arrive, the livery'd Servants wait ; 
Their Lord receives them at the pompous Gate ; 
The Table groans with coſtly Pil-s of Food, 
And all is more than hofpitably cod. 


Deep ſunk in Sleep, and Silk, and Heaps of Down, |} 
5 At 


[ 
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At length 'tis Morn, and it the Dawn of Day 
Along the wide Canals tile Lephyrs play; 
Freſh o'er the gay Parterres the Breenes creep, 
And thake the ne! ighbouring Wood to baniſh * 
Up Tife the Gueſts, ol, edicnt to the Call; 
An carly Banquet geck'd the ſplendid Hall; 
Rich, Juicions Wine, a 800. Jen O * let gruc'd. 
Which the king &. itter 5 bre his Gneſts to taſte: 
Then ple 2800 and thankful from the Porch they vo, 
And, but the Landiord, none hoy Cutie ck U CC 3 
lis C: up Was vaniſh'd; for- in fe-rct Guile, 
The younger r fi purloin' ? the glittéering 

i th 128 W en, fr upon the Nad, 

The Woait: | il Es WHY Fartnc E „ et d. 


- 


43 one $29 * ies a Serpent in his Way, 
Gliſt nin 5 and banking in the Summer! Ry, 
Lilorder'd frops, to ſhun the Danger 1027, 
Tuen walks with Faintnels on, and looks with Fear: 
So leem'd the Sire, he walk'd with tremoling Heart: : 
And much he wiſh'd, but durſt not aik to part: 
Murm'ring, he liſts his Eyes, and thinks it oe 
That gen rous Actions mect a bale Reward. 


While thus they pats, t he Sun his glory ſhrouds, 
The changing Skies Rang ont their ſable Clouds; 
A Sound in Air pre ſag'd apmroacning Rain, 
And Beaſts to Coverts feud acroſe the Plain, 
Wares by the Signs, the wand'ring Pair retreat, 
To ſeek for ſhelter at a neighb'ring Scat: 
Tas built by Turrets on a riſing Ground, 
And ſtrong, and large, and unimprov'd around: 
Its Owner's Temper, im'rous and ſevere, 
Unkind and griping, caus'd a Deſart there. 


As near the Miſer's. heavy Door they drew, 
Fierce riſing Guits with ſudden Fury blew ; | 
The nimble Licht'ning, mix'd with Show'rs began, 
And v'er their Heads loud rolling Thunder ran. 


On Account of the Promiſe at fiſt ſetting out. 


Dd 2 Here 
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Here long, the knock? but knock or call in vain. 
Driv'n b ind, and batter'd b the Vin. 

At lengt — Pity warm'd the Maſter's Breaſt : 
(Twas then his Fhreſhold firft-receiv'd a Gueſt. * 
Slow creaking turns tie Door, with jealous Care,. - 
And half he welcomes in the fhiv'ring. Pair: | 
One fruea} Faggot Tights the naked Walls, 
And Nature's Fervour thro their Eimbs recalls - 
read of the coarſeſt Sort, with dead we wake | 
(Eich hardly granted) {erv'd them bath for Cheer; 
And when the Tempe firſt appear d jo ceaſe, 

A ready Warning bid them part in Peace. 


With Rill Remark the pondering Heat + view va, 
In one ſo rich, a Life fo poor and rude; 
And why ſhould ſuch (within himſelf he cry 4) 
J. ock the loſt Wealth a Thouſand want beſide ? 
ut whet new Marks of Wonder ſoon took. place 
In every ſetting Feature of his Face 
When, from his Veſt, the Young Companion bore . 
That Cup, the gen'rous Landlord own d before; 
And paid protulely, with the precious Bowl, 
The ſtinted Kindneſs of his churliſh Soul: 
Juſt funk to Earth, the Miſer in ize, 
Receive the glitt'ring Gift with ſtartled Eyes; 
But, ere he could recover from his Fright, 
The g generous Gueſts were gone quite out of Sight. 


No the briſk Clouds in airy Tumults fly, | 
Tlie Sm 3 opes another Sky; 
eee ihe ſmelling Leaves diſplay, 
fon! alirt Ting es s they tremble, chear the Day. 
* 50 * walk, the Pilgrim's boſom — 
Vun al the Travail of uncertain Thought; 
His Partner's Acts without their Cauſe appear, 
Tuas there a Yew, but ſeem d a Madneks here. 


Det eſting 7 


* To ſteal the Cap from the generous Man, and give it to a 
Wretch that would ſcarce admit them within bis Gate. 


Ti se ande ron. 25 
Deteſting that, and pitz Pes, nel 


Loft and confounded w th ie wh Show, 2 

III * Mm! of 274 bf js 

Now Night's dim Shades \ avolne ahbe Sky; 3 

Again the. Wand'ters want a Place tus lie: 21 wolee 
Again they ſearch and bnd a Manßem night; :.; %% 


The Soil improv d around, the Manhoft pat, 3 
And neither y low, nor idly great : lf | 

It ſeem d to ſpeak its Maſters Turn of Mind, 
Content, and (not for Praiſe, but: Virtue} kind. 


Hither the Walkers turn their weary Feet, 
Then bleſs the Manfion, àndk the Maſter vieet'; 30S 
Their Greeting fair, beſtow'd with modeſt 8225 
The courteous Maſter hears, and tlius replies: 
Without a vain, without a grudg ng ett, 

To him who gives us all, I yield a 

From him you come, from him accept it W 
A frank and ſober, more than coſtly Cheer. 

He ſpoke, and bid the welcome I able ſpread, 
Then talk'd of Virtue 'till the Time of Bed ; 
When the grave Houfhold round the Hall repair, 
Warn'd by a Bell, and cloſe the Hour with Pray 'r. 


At length the World, renew'd by calm Repoſe, 
Was ſtrong for Toil, the dapple Morn arole ; 
Betore the Pilgrims part, the Younger crept, 

Near the clos'd Cradle, where an Infant ſlept, 

And writh'd his Neck; the Landlord's little Pride, 
O ſtrange Return! grew black, and gaip'd, and dy'd. 
Horror of Horrors? what! his only Son? | 
How look'd our Hermit when the Fact was done? 
Not Hell, tho“ Hell's black Jaws in ſunder part, 
And breathe blue Fire; could more aſſail his Heart, 


Confugd and firuck with Silence at the Deed, 
He flies, —but trembling fails to fywith Speed. 
His Steps the Youth purſues ; the Country lay 
Perplex'd with Roads, a Servant ſhew's the Way; 
A River croſs'd the Path; the Paſſage o'er — 
Wa nice ts © End. the Servant went before ; : 
2 943 Long 
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Long Arms of Oak an open re fupply'd; ' - 
And deep the Waves beneath them bending gude: : 
The Youth, who ſeem d to watch a Time to hin, 
Approach. d the careleſs Guide, and thruſt him in: 
Plunging he falls, and riſimg liſts his Head, f 


Then flaſhing turns, and finks among the Dead. 


Wild f parkling Rage inflames the Hermit's Eyes, 
He burſts th the 23. 8 Fear, and wildly cries, _ 
Deteſted Wretch !—but ſcarce his Speech began 
When the ſtrange Partner ſeem'd no longer Man; 
His youthful Face grew more ſerenely fweet, 

His Robes turn'd = and flow'd about bis Feet: 
Fair Rounds of radiant Points inveſt his Hair; 
Celeſtial Qdours breathe, in purpled Air: 

And Wings, whoſe Colours glitter d like the Days | | 
Wide at his Rack their dazzling Plumes diſplay. 

The Form etherial burſts upon ny Sight, 
And moves in all the Majeſty of Light. 


: *Fho' loud at firſt the Pilexim's Paſſion grew: 
Sudden he gaz'd, Rt the Figinty Falbon gar: * 


Surprize in ſecret Chains his Words ſuff 
And in a Calm his ſettling Temper -: 


But Silence here the beauteous Angel broke, 
(The Voice of Muſic raviſh's as he ſpoke.) 


Thy 
In ſweet Memorial riſe before the Throne ; 
Their Charms Succeſs in our bright Region find, 


And forc'd an Angel down to calm th Mind ; 
For this commiſſion'd, I ſorſook the 


Nay, ceaſe to kneel, —thy Fellow-ſervant, 1. | 


Then know the Truth of Government divine, 
And bet the Trapples be no longer thine. | 


The Maſter juſtly claims that World he a ; 
In this the Right of Providence is laid ; Foe 


Its 


r, thy Praiſe, thy Life to Vice unknown, 


It 


1 
_ 
f 
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Its ſacred Ma through all depends. 

On uſing — — 'to work: his Ends: = jo 

'Tis thus, withdrawn in State from Human Eye, 

The Pow'r exerts: its Attribut es un bigh ; - 

Your Actions uſes, nor controuls your Will, 

And bids — Men be ſtill. 


What e Events can 2 with more du wy 
Than thoſe w ich lately ftruck thy  wand'riy 5 ves? 

ny taught by theſe, confeſs th! Bl mighty Jo juſt 

here you, cart unriddle, learn to triift 


vain Mai; wh fry n co . 
k tod lux det 16 he gad * 


Who made his IVry Stands with tony mine, LA 
And forc'd his Guefts to Motning Draughts of Weed 
Has with the Cup, the graceleſs Cuſtom loſt, 

And ſtill he welcomes, t with lefs of Coſt. 


The mean fi Wretch, whole er Doc 
Ne er mov d in ity, to the wand'ring For; 
With him 1 left the Cup, to teach his Mind 

That Heav'n' can 'blefs, if Mortals will be kind; < 
Conſcious of wanting Worth, he views the. Bowl,. 
And feels Compaſſian touch his grateful Soul. 
Thus Artifts melt the ſullen Oar of Lead, 
With heaping Coals of Fire ypon its Head. = 
In the kind Warmth the Metal learns to glow, 
And loofe from Drofs the Silver runs below. 


Long did hue pin Friend in Views tad... 
But now the Child balf-wean' d his Soul from God; 
(Child of his Age) for him he livd in ac 


And meaſur'd back r to-Earth. * 


* 


10 
* Second et often 8 vicked and hs 
Wretches to be his Inſtruments of Juſtice upag others, for fome 


Ends tending to public Good, though uppercevedby haman Byes. 


41 Child of his arme Child born to him when in Tears, on 
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To what Exceſſes had his en 
But God, to fave the Father, | took the Son. 

To all but thee, in Fits be fetm'd to go, 

(And 'twas my Mimiſtiy to deal the Blow.) ain 
The poor fond Parent, humbled in the Duſt, 

Now owns in' Tears the Puniſhment was juſt, 


But how had all his Fortune fell a Wreck, 

Had the falle Servant ſped in Safety back? 
This very Night, (by ſecret Plot "comtriv'd) ; 
Of Life and Wealth his Maſter he'd deprivd; 
Had he in this Conſpiracy prevail d.,, 
What Funds of Charity would then have fag? 2» 


Thus Heav'n inſtructs thy Mind : "This Trial 0 er, 
Depart in Peace, reſign, and m no more, 


On ſounding Pinions here the Youth dd 
The Sage ſtood worid'ring as the Seraph EW. --- 


Thus look'd Eliſha, when to mount on hi h, 
His Maſter took the Chariot of the Sk yz: 
The fiery Pomp aſcending,” left the View; 
The Prophet gazd, and with'd to follow too. 


The bending Hermit t here 2 fle egy 

40 1 in Heavy, on Earth t y Wal be done 
Then gladly turning, bt his ancient 

And ſpent à Life of Piety and Peace. 5 


* He gave largely to the Poor. 


TRUTH and AL s HOOD. 
4 FABLE. 


OON as.the Iron on Earth began, 3 
And Vice foumd ea 
While from his tow'ri 
Fierce on the 


Tobe directly ſh one, 


Forth from her Cave infernal Falſhaod came 


Miho the Hate of Gods, of Men the Shame. 
; "WW 


Ae nce into we: a _ 
ht t he faming, 5 an, A 
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A ſilken Robe ſhe wore, af various Hue, Te 
Its Colour changing with — — "ihe ; ol 
Studious to cheat, and eager . 5 0 
She mimick d Fruth, and 12p'd he valy ſmile 4 
But mimick u — in mire The varying Velt 

To ev'ry ſearching. Eye the Fiend c ft. 

At 2 ſhe ſaw — — Truth appear, | 
Serene her Brow,: and chearſul wis her Air: 

Her Silver Locks with ſhining Fillets bound. 
With Laurel Wreaths her peaceful Temples cromn'd ;; 5 
A Lily Robe was girded round her Waiſt, 

And 0 'er her Arms a radiant Mantle caſt; 

With decent Negligence it hung behind, 

And loaſely flowing, wanton'd in the Wind.: 

Thus Truth advancd, unknowing of Deceit, 

And Falſhood, bowing low, began the Cheat. 


Hail, ming Maid, bright as the Morning Star, 
8 " Jove, and Heaven's peculiar Care; 
Tis thine to weigh the World in equal Scales, 
And chide the conſcious Soul when Vice prevails; 
Diſpenſing Juſtice with impartial Hand. 

The mightieſt Pow'rs ſubmit to thy Command: 
E'en Gods themſelves, tho' in their Actions free, 
Conſult, reſolve, and a&as you decree. 

Great Sovereign Jove, the firſt etherial Name, 
Advis'd with ſhes to form the heawnly Frame: 
As Truth approv'd, he bid the Fabric riſe, 

land ſpread the azure Mantle of the Skies ; 

Flac d every Planet in its. proper Sphere, 

Nor rolls this Orb toa wide, nor that too near: 
But why thus walk we, mindleſs of our Eaſe, 
Expos'd beneath the Sun's meridian Blaze ? 
* retire, _ ſhun, the Cooching Ray, 

Till fanning Zephyrs cool pur Evenin 

Hear how oa limpid Streams run — 2 by, 
And tuneful Bixds their ſylvan Notes apply: 
See fragrant Shrubs along the Border grow, 

And waving Shades beneath the Poptar-bough, 
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All. theſe invite us to the River Side, 

To bathe the Limbs, and ſport within the Tide: 

So cool the Stream, the flow'ry Banks ſo ſweet, 
Diana's Self might covet the Retreat; 

Nor can a ſhort Diverſion check your Haſte ; 

Freſh Strength will ſoon ſucceed ſuch welcome Peſt ; 
As rapid Currents, held a While at Bay, 

With ſwifter Force purlue their liquid Way. 


So ſpake the Fantom, and with friendly Look 
Supporting what ſhe ſaid, 2pproach'd the Brook: 
Truth follow'd, artleſs, unſuſpicious Maid, 
And, in an evil Hour, the Voice obeys : 

Both at the cryſtal Stream arriv'd, unbound 
Their different Robes ; both caſt them on the Ground: 
The Fiend upon the Margin ling'ring ſtood, 

The naked Goddeſs way 5 into the Flood; 

Sporting ſhe ſwims the liquid Surface o'er, 
Unmindful of the matchleſs Robe ſhe wore. 

Not Falſhood ſo—ſhe, haſty, ſeiz'd the Veſt, 
And with the beauteous Spoils herſelf ſhe dreſt ; 
Then, wing'd with Joy, outflew the ſwifteſt Wind, 
Her own infernal Robe far left behind. 
Straight ſhe aſpires above her former State, 

And gains Admiſſion to the Rich and Great; 

Nay, fuch her daring Pride, that ſome report, 
When thus equipp'd, ſhe boldly went to Court; 
There ſpoke and look'd with fuch a graceful Air, 
Miſtaken Fame pronounc'd her wiſe and fair. 

She fill'd the Wanton's Tongue with ſpecious Names, 
To deal in Wounds and Deaths, in Darts and Flames; 
She prefac'd all her lewd Attempts with Love, 

And Fraud prevail d where Reaſon could not move: 
At length ſhe mingled with the learned Throng, 
And tun'd the Muſes' mercenary Song. 
In all the Labyrinths-of Logic ikill'd, 
She taught the ſubtle Reaſoner not to yield : 
Inſtrutted how to puzzle each Diſpute, 
And boldly battle Men — the' not confute: 


Nod IE 
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Now at the Bar ſhe play'd the Lawyer's Part, 
And ſhap'd out Wrong and Right by Rules of Art; 
Now in the Senate rais'd her pompous Tone, 
Talk'd much of public Good, but meant her own. 
Oft to the Olympian Field ſhe turn'd her Eyes, | 
And taught the Racers how to gain the Prize. 
In Schools and Temples too, ſhe claim'd a Share, 
While Falſhood's Self admir d her Influence there. 


Deluded Truth obſerv'd the Fraud too late, 
Nor knew ſhe to repair the Loſs fo great: 
In vain her heav'nly Robes ſhe ſighing ſeeks, 
In vain the humid Pearls bedew her Cheeks ; 
In vein ſhe tears the Laurel from her Hair, 
While Nature feems to fympathize her Care: 

d The glowing Flow'rs, that crown the enamell'd Meads, 
Weep fragrant Deus, and bang their drooping Heads: 
The iylvan Choirs, as conſcious of her Pains, | 
Deplore the Loſs in melancholy r 
Thus penfive and uncloth'd, upon the Shore 
She ſtands, and ſees the Robe which Falſhood wore : ; 
Deteſted Sight! no longer now ſhe mourns, 

| But, Grief” to Rage transform'd, with Anger burns ; 
Into the Stream the helliſh Robe ſhe toſs d, 
And ſcorud a Habit lo unlike the loſt. 


Hence Truth now naked roves, as in Diferace ; ; 
None but the Wile and Virtuous ſee her Face: 
F rom Cities far ſhe modeſtly retreats, 
From bufy Scenes of Life to peaceful Seats ; 
© Is chiefly found in lonely Field ds and Cells, 
Where Cilence reigns, . Contemplation dwells. 
Hence Falſhood cheats us in the fair 8 
And ſeems Truth's Self to all un es; 
Thrives and triumphs, in Pow'r, a eld, and Fame, 
And builds her Glory on her Rival's Name: 
With Safety dares to flatter, fawn, and ſoothe; 
For who knows Falſhood when array'd like Truth? 


ow + 


— 
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| LUXURY — WANT. 4 ne. 


'Preſs' 
ESE e 
Records no Story but its. 


enter d—Crouds, who bluſh'to be deſtry' 

| 1 pede ow Seed «."" ah 
us d: curious, as gad arou 

Pope Tn BIG ihe Ground ; 

Round either ns 

Her Shame 59 („ * 5 N pang ws Hee ; 

A Cloth her ceo OR II her Le ſo were 

And foul and clotted was her grizzled 


* ur and what art thou, Wretch?” furpris d, 


Want is — * well known, the Wretch reply'd; 
The Work of Luxury, this lofty Dome, 

So righteous Jove oxdains, is now my Home. 

Time was, this Roof returrꝭd the dulcet Voice 

Of Mufic, blended with a Critic's Choice. 
Dependent thence a thouſand Tapers glow'd, 

The Vine's rich Juice from Silver —— flow d; 
An hundred Drinties oer the Baurd — 
And all Arabia's — F ace thed. 


| Swell'd high wi 
And Femate — ſiniltng 
Mead Joy around, of — 2 — 


Br © WV 4 
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Relief | 7 
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And © oa 2 5 | LUC "forms wy Thain; : 
Hee A ER me ther driv'a, 
keen Nece the Scout ge of Heav'h -: 

\ heſe are the Sms me — 


To me the Lawyer, Stateſman, Prieſt, belong.” 


She ceas d; her Words ſuch ſirotg? tics beed, 
They wak'd me = and the Vific 


* 


* 
we 


Save me from Lux xy, gractous'Heay'n, I prayd, 
That Want s drear Haunts * ** may eee 
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And when with Seed I ſtrew the Earth, 

To Thee all Praiſes let me give, 
Whoſe Hand prepar'd me tor the Birth, 

Whoſe Breath inform'd, and bade me live. 
Pleas'd I behold the ſtately Stem 

Support its bearded Honour's Load: 
Thus, Lord, fuſtain'd by thee, I came 1 
IO Manhood, thro' Youth's dangerous Road. LI 
Purging from noxious Herbs the Grain, 


Oh! may I learn to purge my Mind | - 
From Sin, rank Weed of deepeſt Stain, ' 
Nor leave one baneful Root behind. | 
When Blaſt deſtroys the opening Ear, ] 

Life, thus replete with various Woe, 
Warns me to ſhun, with ſtudious Care, i 

Pride, my moſt deadly, latent Foe. | MW: 


When Harveſt comes, the yellow Crop 
Prone to the Reaper's Sickle yields; | 
And I beneath Death's Scythe muſt drop, | 
And ſoon or late forfake theſe Fields. 
When future Crops, in filent Hoards, 
Sleep for 2 While, to Service dead, 
Thy Emblem this, Oh Grave! affords; 
e Path of Lite, which all muſt tread. 
| ODE o SPRING. 
7 OUTH of the Year, delightful Spring! 
Thy bleſt Return, on genial Wing, 
Inſpires my languid Lays: 
No more I {leep in Sloth ſupine, 
When all Creation at thy Shrine 
Its annual Tribute pays. 
Eſcap'd from Winter's freezing Pow'r, 
Each Bloſſom greets thee. and ea h Flow'r; 
And, foremoſt of the Train, | 
1 Nature - (artleſs Handmaid) Areſt 
Ihe Snowdrop comes in lihyd Veſt, 
Prophetic of thy Reign, - _ 
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The Lark now ſtrains her tuneful Throat, 
And ev'ry loud and ſprightly Note 
| Calls echo from her Cell ; 
Be warn'd, ye Maids, that liſten round, 
A beauteous Nymph became a Sound, 
The Nymph, who lov'd too well. 


The bright-hair'd Sun, with Warmth benign, 
Bids Tree, and Shrub, and ſwelling Vine, 
Their infant Buds diſplay: 
Again the Streams refreſh the Plains, 
Which Winter bound in Icy Chains, 
And ſparkling bleſs his Ray. 


Life-giving Zephyrs breathe around, 
And inſtant glows th' enamell'd Ground 
With Nature's varied Hue; 
Not fo returns our Youth decay'd, 
Alas! nor Air, nor Sun, nor Shade, 
The Springs of Life renew. 
The Sun's too quick. revolving Beam 
Apace diſſolves the human Dream, 
And brings th' appointed Hour; 
Too late we catch his mtg Raye | 
And mourn the idly-waſted Day 


No longer in our Power. 

Taen happieſt he, whole lengthen'd Sight 
Purſues, by Virtue's conſtant Light, 

A Hope beyond the ſkies ; 
Where trokning Winter ne'er ſhall come, 
But rofy Spring for ever bloom, 

And Suns eternal rile. 


1. 


No Children run to 
Or climb his Knees, the envy'd Kiſs to ſhare. 
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4n EL ESY, written in a Country Church-yard. 
HE Cnrfew tolls the Knell of parting L. 
The lowing Herd winds — o'er th 


The Plowman homeward plods his weary Way, 
And leaves the World te Darkneſs and to me. 


Now fades the glimmering Landſkip on the Sight, 


And all the Air a folemn Stillneſs holds; 


Save where the Beetle wheels his dronin ng Flight, 


Or drowfy Tinkling lulls the diſtant Fol 

Save that from youder ivy-mantled Tower, 
The moping Owl does to the Moon complain 
Of ſuch, as, wand'ring near her ſecret Bower. 
Moleſt her ancient—lolitary Reign. 

Beneath theſe rugged Elms—that Yew-tree' s Shade, 
Where heaves the Tutf in many a mould'ring Heap, 
Fach in his narrow Cell for ever laid, 


The rude Forefathers of the Hamlet fleep. 


The breezy Call of Incenſe-breathing Morn, 
The Swallow twitt'ring from her Straw-built Shed, 
The Cock's ſhrill Clarion, or the echoing Horn, _ 
No more ſhall rouſe them from their lowly Bed. 

For them no more the blazing Hearth ſhall . 
Or buiy Houſewife ply her Evening Care, 

Vi their Sire's Retuan, 


Oft did the Harveſt to the Sickle yield, 


| Their Harrow oft the ſtubborn Glebe had broke, | 
How jocund did they drive their Team a-field ! | 


How bow'd the Woods beneath their ſturdy Stroke ! 


Let not Ambition mock their uſeful Toi, 
Their homely Joys, and Deſtiny obſcure, 
Nor Grandeur hear, with a diſdainful Smile, 
The ſhort and ſimple Annals of the Poor. 


The Boaſt of Heraldry, the Pomp of Pow'r, 
And all that Beauty—all that Wealth cer gave, 
Awake alike th' inevitable Hour; 

The Paths of Glory lead but to the Grave. 


Nor 


1 | 
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Nor vou, ye Proud. impute to thoſe the Fault, 
Ik Memry over ti:cir Tombs no Trophies raiſe, 


Where thro' the long-drawn Iſle and fretted Vault, 
The peeling Anthem fwells the Note of. Praile. 


Can ſtory d Urn, or animated Buſt, 
Back to its Manfion call the fleeting Breath? 
Can Honour's Voice provoke the ſilent Duſt, 
Or Flatt'ry ſoothe the dull cold Ear of Death? 

Perhaps in this neglected Spot is lad, 
Some Heart once pregnant with celeſtial Fire; , 
Hands that the Reins of Empite might have inay 4. 
Or wak'd to Extafy the living Lyre. 

But Knowledge to their Eyes her: ample Pages. 
Rich with the Spoils of Time, did ne er unrol; 
Chill Penury repreſs'd their noble Rage, | 
And froze the genial Current of the Sul. 

Full many a Gem of pureſt Ray ſerene, 

The dark unfathom'd Caves of * bear; 
Full many a Flower is barn to bluſh unſeen, 
And waſte its Sweetnels on the Deſart Air. 


Some Village Hampden, that with dauntleſs. Breaſt, 
The little Tyrant of his Fields withſtood ; 
Some mute, inglorious Milton here may reſt ; 

| Some Cromwell, guiltleſs of his Country's Blood. 


Th' Applauſe of liſt' ning Senates to command, 
The Threats of Pain and Ruin to defpife, 
To ſcatter Plenty o'er a ſmiling Land, 

And read their Hiſt'ry in a Nation s Eyes, 

Their Lot „ Not circumſcrib'd alone 
Their growing Virtues, but their Crimes confin'd, 
Forbade to wade thro' Slaughter to a Throne, 
And ſhut wy Gates of Mercy on Mankind. 

The ſtrugg ruggling Pangs of conſcious Truth to hide, 
To quench the Bluſhes of ingenuous Shame, 

Or heap: the Shrine of Luxury and Pride, 
With Facenfe kindled at the Muſe's Flame. 


Far from the madding Crowd's ignoble Strite,. 
Their ſober Wiſhes e learn d to ſtray; 
e 3 
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Along the cool ſequeſter'd Vale of Life, 


They kept the noifeteſs Tenor of their Way. 


Yet cen theſe Bones from Infult to protect, 
Some frail Memorial ſtill erected nigh, 


With uncouth Rhymes and ſhapelels Sculpture deck 4 


Implores the paſſing ig Tribute of a Sigh. 


Their Name, their Years, ſpelt byth' anterterd Muſe, 


The Place of Fame and Elegy Supply, 
And many a holy Text — the ſtrews, 
To teach the ruſtic Moraliſt to die. 

For who to dumb Forget fulneſs a N 


This pleafing anxious Bejn eber reſign 
Left the warm Precincts of the cherttel Da 


Nor caſt one longing, ling ring Look hf | 

On ſome fond Breaſt the parting Soul relies, 
Some pious Drop the cloſing Eye requires; 
Evin from the Tomb the Voice of Nature cries, 
_ Ev'n in our Aſhes live their wonted Fires. 


For thee, who mindful of the unhonour'd Dead, 
Doſt in theſe Lines their artleſs Tale relate, 


If Chance by lonely Contemplation. led, 
Some kindred Spirk ſhall enquire thy — 7 


Haply ſome hoary-headed Swain 

f OK have we ſeen him at the Peep 2 
ruſhing wit the Dews away, 

gon. ran rs, fares» Seger” 4 
There at the Foot of yonder nodding Beach, 

That wreaths its odd fantaſtic Roots ſo high, 

His liſtteſs Length at Noon-tide: would he ſtretch, 

And pore upon the Rrook that babbles by: 

Hard by yon Wood, now ſmiling as in Scorn, 
Mutt'ring his wayward Fancies he would rove, 
Now drooping, woeful, wan, like ene ſorlorn, 
Or craz'd with Care, or croſs d in hopeleſs Love. 

One Morn I miſs'd him on th aceuſtom d Hill, 
Along the Heath, and near his fawrite Tree; 
Another came, nor yet beſide the Rill, - 

Nor up the Laun, nor at the Wood was he: 


1 


Tie PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 28. 


The next, with Dirges due, in fad Array 
Slow thro' the Church-way Path we law bw: 13 7 
Approach and read (for thou canſt read the Lay) 
| Grav'd on the Stone beneath yon aged Thorn. 


There fcatter'd oft, the earlieſt of the Year, 
By Hands unſeen are Showers of Violets found; 
Ihe Redbreaſt loves to build and warble there, 
And little F e lightly Print the Ground. 


The EPI TAP E. 


H* RE reſts kis Head upon the Lap of Earth, 

A Youth. to Fortune and to Tame unknown: _ . 
Fair Science frown'd. not on his humble Birth, 
And Melancholy mari'd him for ler own. 


Large was his Bounty, and his Soul ſteve; 
Hecav'n did a Recompence as largely ſend ; 
He gave to Mifery fall he had) a 2 3 
He gain'd from Heav n ( tas all he w Mg a 2. 


No farther ſeek his Merits to di iſcloſe, 
Or draw his Frailties from their drear Aboe, 
(There they alike in trembling Hope repeſe ) 
Tze Boſom of his Father and his God. 


— 2 3 


JO I 


— ö 3 — 


Tie PANTHER; the HORSE, « and other * 


4 FABLE 


HE Man who ſeeks to win the Fair, 

(So Cuſtom ſays) muſt' Truth forbear ; | 
Muſt fawn and futter, cringe and * ; 
And. raiſe the Goddeſs to the Sky; 
For Truth is hateful to her Ear, 
A Rudeneſs which ſhe cannot 5e 
A Rudeneſs ?—Yes—l fpeak my Thoughts; 
* Truth upbraids her with her Faults 


| How 


Ho wretched, Cloe, then am I, 
Who love you, and yet cannat lie? 
And ſtill to make you leſs my Friend, 
1 itrive your Errors to amend. 

But ſhall the ſenſeleſs Fep impart 
'Fhe ſofteſt Paſhon to your Heart, 
While he who tells you honeſt Truth, 
And points to Happineſs your Youth, 
Determines, by his Care, his Lot, 


And lives neglected and forgot? 


Truſt me, my Girl, with greater Eiſe, 
Your Taſte for Flatt'ry I could pleaſe, 
And Similies in each dull Line, 

Like Glow-worms in the Dark, ſhould ſhine :. 
What if I as your Lips diſcloſe 

The Freſhnets of the op'ning Roſe ; | 
Or that your Cheeks are Beds of Flow'rs, 
Enripen'd by refreſhing Show'rs; _ 
Yet certain as theſe Flow'rs ſhalt fade, 
Time ev'ry Beauty will invade. 

The Butterfly, of various Hue, 

More than the Flow'r reſembles you: 
Fair, flutt'ring, fickle, buſy Thing, 

To Pleaſure ever on the Wing, 

Gaily coquetting for an Hour, 
To die, and ne er be thought of more. 


Would you the Bloom of Youth ſhould laſt? 


2 that muſt — <oOpp ; 

\n rriage, wholl 1 
From 2 Reſerve, or Leuey; 
Good-natur'd Mirth, an open Heart, 
And Looks unſkill d in any Art; 
Humility enough to oon 
The Frailties which a Friend makes known ; 


And decent Pride, to know, 
The Worth that Virtue can beſtow. 
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Theſe 
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Theſe are the Charms which ne'er decay, 
Tho' Youth and Beauty fade away; 
And Time, which all Things elle removes, 
Still heightens Virtue, and improves.” © - 


You'll frown, and alk to what Intent 
This blunt Addreſs to you is ſent? $11 
Til ſpare the Queſtion, and confeſs 
I'd praife you, if I lov'd you lefs; 
But rail, be angry, or complain, 

I will be rude when you are vain. 


Beneath a Lion's peaceful Reign. 4 ; 
When Beaſts met friendly on the Plain, 2 g 
A Panther of majeſtic Port, Wy 
(The vaineſt Female of the Court) 

With ſpotted Skin and Eyes of Fire, 
Fill'd ev'ry Boſom with Deſire ; 
Where'er ſhe mov'd, a ſervile Crowd 
Of fawning Creatures cring'd and bow'd ; 
Aſſemblies ev'ry Week ſhe held, 
(Like modern Belles, with Coxcombs fill'd) 3 
Where Noiſe, and Nonſenſe, and Grimace, bj 
And Scandal, echo'd round the Place. 
Behold the gay, fantaſtic Thing, 
Encircled by the ſpacious Ring: 
Low-bowing, with important Look, 
As firſt in Rank, the Monkey ſpoke. 
* Gid take me, Madam, but I ſwear, 
„No Angel ever look'd fo fair — 
Forgive my Rudeneſs, but I row, 
© You were not quite divine till now; 
„ Thoſe Limbs ! that Shape! and then thoſe Eyes, 
«© O, cloſe them, or the Gazer dies! 


Nay, gentle Pug, for Goodne( huſh, 
I vww and [wear you make me blu! 


1 hall 
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I ſhall be angry at this Rate—— 
"Tis ſo like Flattery—which I hate. 


'The Fox, in deeper Cunning vers'd, 
The Beauties of her Mind rehears'd, 
And talk'd of Knowledge, Taſte, and Senſe, 
To which the Fair have vaſt Pretence ; 
Yet well he knew them always vain, 
Of what they ſtrive not to attain ; 
And play'd fo cunningly his Part, 
That Pug was rival'd in his Art. 


The Goat avow'd his am'rous Flame, 
And burnt—for what he durſt not name: 
Yet hop'd a Meeting in the Wood 
Might make his Meaning underſtood. 
Half angry at the- bold Addreſs, | 
She frown'd ; but yet, ſhe muſt confeſs, 
Such Beauties might inflame his Blood, 
But ftill his Phrafe was fomewhat rude. 


The Hog her neatnefs much admir'd, 
The fo Aſs her Sweetnefs fir d; 
Thus all to feed her Folly ftrove, as 
And by their Prailes ſhar'd her Love. 


The Horſe, whoſe gen'rous Heart difdain'd 
Applauſe, by ſervile Flatt'ry gain'd, 
With graceful Courage, Silence broke, 
And thus with Indignation ſpoke :. 
When flatt'ring Monkies fawn and prate, 


They juſtly raiſe Contempt or Hate; 
For Merit's turn'd to Ridicule, 
Applauded by the grinning Foot. 


The artful Fox your Wit commends, 
To lure you to his ſelfiſh Ends; 
From the vile Flatt'rer turn awa 


For Knaves make Friendſhip to Letra. 


Diſmiſs 
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Diſmiſs the Train of Fops and Fools, 
And learn to follow Wiſdom's Rules; 
Such Beauties might the Lion warm, 
Did not your Folly break the Charm; 
For who would court that lovely Shape, 
To be the Rival of an Ape? 


He ſaid; and, ſnorting in Diſdain, 
Spurn'd the Crowd, and fought the Plain. 


— 


— 


— 


The SPIDER and the BEE. 4 Fans. 


T HE Nymph who walks the public Streets, 
And lets her Cap at all ſhe meets, 
May catch the Fool who turns to ſtare ; 
But Men of Senſe avoid the Snare. 


As on the Margin of the Flood, 
With ſilken Line my Lydia ſtood, 
I fmil'd to fee the Pains you took, 
To cover o'er the fraudful Hook. 
Along the Foreſt as we ſtray'd, 
You ſaw the Boy his Lime-twig ſpread ; 
 Gueſs'd you the Reaſon of his Fear, 
Leſt, heedleſs, we approach too near; 
For, as behind the Buſh we lay, 
The Linnet flutter'd on the Spray. 


Needs there ſuch Caution to delude 

The ſcaly Fry, and feather d Brood? 
And think you with inferior Art 
Io captivate the human Heart? 


The Maid who modeſtly conceals 
Her Beauties. while ſhe hides reveals: 
Give but a Glimpſe, and Fancy draws 

Whate'er the Grecian Fenus was. 
From Eve's firſt Fig-leaf to Brocade, 
All Dreſs was meant for Fancy's Aid, 
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Which evermore delighted dwells | 
Orr what the baſhful Nymph conceals. 


When Celia iruts in Mary's Attire, 
She ſhews too _ to ratfe mo, 50 
But, from the 's bewitching Round. 
Her very ſhoe has Pow'r to wound. k 


The roving Eye, the Boſom bare, 
The forward Laugh, the wanton Air, 
May catch the Fop ; for eons ſtribe 
At the bare Hook and Bait ali - Als 

While. Salmon play regardleſs by; 
Tis Art, like Nature, forms the Fly. 


Beneath a Peaſant's homely Thatch, 
A Spider long had laid her Watch ; 

From Morn to Night, with reſtlefs-Care, 

She ſpun her Web, and wove her Snare ; 

Within the Limits of her Reign, 

Lay many heedlefs Captives flain, 

Or, tlutt'ring. ſtruggled in the Toils, 

To burſt the Chains and ſhun her Wiles. 


A ſtraying Bee, that d hard by, 
Beheld her with diſdainful Eye, 
And thus began: Mean Thing, give o'er, 
And lay thy ſlender Threads no more; 
A thoughtleſs Fly or two, at moſt, 
Is all the Conqueſt thou canſt boaft ; 
For Bees of Senſe thy Arts evade, 
We ſee fo plain the Nets are laid. 


Ihe gaudy Tulip that diſplays 

Her ſpreading Foliage to the Gaze; 
That points her Charms at all ſhe ſees, 
And yields to wanton Breeze; 


Attracts me not. Where ing 2 
Guarded with Thorns, he mode Role, 
Enamour'd, round and round | fly, 


| Reluttar 


a 
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Reluctant ſhe my Atdoux meets eb 
And, bathful, zendess up her Sweets: | * 


To wifer Heads Attention lend, 
And learn this Lan from a. end: 
She who with Modeſty 
Adds Fuel. to her 2 ies; 
While ſuch incautious Jilts 25 you, 
wed _ * undo. 


. 


* + Shs — * 3 83 — — n 1 i 
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ADVIER * BE LINDA. 


HE l Belinda, hear. 
Too roughly kind to pleaſe z Lady's Ear; 


| Unlike the Raine af 2 Lover's Pen, 


Such Truths as Women ſeldom learn from Men. 
Nor think I praiſe you ill, when thus I ſhew, 
What Female Vanity might fear to know; 

Some Merit's mine, to dare to be fincere, 

But greater your's Sincerity to bear. 


Hard is the Fortune that your Sex attends ; 


Women, like Princes, find no real Friends: 
All who approach them their own Ends purſue, 
Lovers and Miniſters are never true. 


Hence oft from Reafon heedleſs Beauty ſtrays, 


And the moſt truſted Guide the moſt betrays : 


Hence by fond Dreams of 


d Pow'r amus'd, 


When moſt you've tyranniz d, you're moſt abus d. 


What is your Sex's earlieſt, lateſt Care, 
Your Heart's ſupreme Ambition? To be fair. 


For this the Toilet ev'ry Thought employs, 
Hence all the Toils of Dreſs, and all the Joys: 
For this Hands, Lips, and Eyes are put tv Schoo!, 


And each inſtructed Feature has its Rule: 

And yet how few have leara'd, when this is gin, 
Not to dilgrace the partial Boon of Heav'n ? 

How few with all their Pride of Form can move 
How few are lovely 178 ram d for Love? 


STD... 


<- Jvc, 
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Do you, my Fair, endeavour to poſſeſs 

An Elegance of Mind, as well as Dreſs; 

Be that your Ornament, and know to pleaſe 
By graceful Nature's unaffected Eaſe. 


Nor make to dang'rous Wit a vain Pretence, 
But wiſely reſt content with modeſt Senſe; 
For Wit, like Wine, intoxicates the Brain, 
Too ſtrong for feeble Woman to ſuſtain ; 
Of thoſe who claim it, more than Half have none, 
And Half of thoſe who have it, are undone. 


Be ſtill ſuperior to your Sex's Arts, 
Nor think Diſhoneſty a Proof of Parts: 
For you, the plaineſt is the wifeſt Rule; 
A cunning Woman is a knaviſh Fool. 


Be good yourſelf, nor think another's Shame 
Can raiſe your Merit, or adorn your Fame ; 
Prudes rail at Whores, as Stateſmen in Diſgrace 
At Miniſters, becaule they wiſh their Place. 


Virtue is amiable. mild, ſerene, 
Without all Beauty, aid all Peace within: 
The Honour of a Prude is Rage and Storia, 
Tis Uglineſs in its moſt frighttut Form: 
Fiercely it ſtands defying Gods and Men, 
As fiery Monſters guard a Giant's Den. 


Seek to be good, but aim not to be great, 
A Woman's nobleſt Station is Retreat; 
Her faireſt Virtues fly from public Sight, 
Domeſtic Worth till ſhuns too ſtrong a Ligut. 


Jo rougher Man Ambition's Taſk reſign ; 
'Tis ours in Senates or in Courts to ſhine ; 
To labour for a funk, corrupted State, 
Or dare the Rage of Envy, and be great. 
One only Cale your gentle Breuts {hould move, 
Th' important Buſineſs of your Lite is Love: 
To this great Point direct your conftant Aim, 


This makes your Happinels, and this your Fame. 4 


— —-—᷑ 
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Be never cool Reſerve with Paſſion join'd ; 
Love not at all, or elle be fondly kind ; 

In this, Extremes alone can truly bleſs, 
The Virtue of a Lover is Exceſs. 


Contemn the little Pride of giving Pain, 
Nor think that Conqueſt juſtifies Difdain ; 
Short is the Period of inſulting Pow'r ; 
Offended Cupid finds his vengeful Hour, 
Soon will relume the Empire which he gave, 
And toon the Tyrant ſhall become the Slave. 


Bleſt is the Maid, and worthy to be bleſt. 
Whote Soul's entire by him the loves polſeſt; 
Feels ev'ry Vanity in Fondnels loſt, 

And aſks no Pow'r but that of pleaſing moſt : 
Her's is the'Blils in ſweet Return to prove, 
The honeſt Warmth of undiſſembled Love; 
For her inconſtant Man might ceaſe to range, 
And Gratitude forbid Delire to change. 


Thus I, Bzlinda, would your Charms improve, 
Aud form your Heart to all the Arts of Love. 
The Taſk were harder to fecure my own, 
Againſt the Pow'r of thoſe already known ; 
For well you twiſt the ſecret Chains that bind 
With gentle Force the captivated Mind; 
Skill'd ev'ry foft Attraction to employ, 
Fach flatt'ring Hope, .and each alluring Joy ; 
I own your Genius, and from you receive 
The Rules of pleaſing, which to you I give. 


FEES | The 
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| The Su- PALEMON and LAVINIA.. 


THE lovely young Lavinia once had Friends, 
And Fortune ſmil'd deceitful on her Birth; 
For in her helpleſs Years depriv'd of all, R 
Of every Stay, fave Innocence and Heav'n, 
She with her widow'd Mother, feeble, old, 
And poor, liv'd in a Cottage, far retir'd 
Among the windings of a woody Vale; 
By Solitude and deep ſurrounding Shades, 
But more by baſhful Modeſty conceal d. 
Together thus they ſhunmm d the cruel Scorn 
Which Virtue, ſunk to Poverty, would meet 
From giddy Faſhion and low-minded Pride: 
Alinoſt on Nature's common Bounty fed, 
Like the gay Birds that ſung them to Repoſe, 
Content, and careleſs of To-morrow's Fare. 


Her Form was freſhier-than the Morning Roſe 


When the Dew wets its Leaves; unſtain'd and pure 


As iz the Lilv, or the Mountain Snow, 
The modeſt Virtues mingled in her Eyes; 

till on the Ground dejected, darting all 

"heir humid Beams into the blooming Flowers: 
Or when the mournful Tale her Mother told, 
Of what her faithleſs Fortune promis d once, 
Thrill'd in her Thought, they like the dewy Star 
Of Evening, ſhone in Tears. A native Grace 
Sat fair-proportion'd on her poliſh'd Limbs, ; 
Veil'd in a — Robe their beſt Attire, 
Beyond the Pomp of Dreſs; for Lovelineſs 
Needs not the foreign Aid of Ornament, 
But is, when unadorn'd, adorn'd the moſt: 
Thoughtleſs of Beauty, ſhe was Beauty's Self, 
Reclute amid the cloſe-embowering Woods; 
As in the hollow Breaſt of Appenine, 
Beneath the Shelter of encircling Hills, 
A Myrtle rifes far from human Eyes, 
And breathes its balmy Fragrance o'er the Wild ; 


80 
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So flouriſh'd, blooming, and unſeen by all, 

The ſweet Lavinia; till at! , compelt'd 

By ſtrong Neceflity's ſupreme Command, 

With ſmiling Patience in her Looks, ſhe went 

To glean Palemon's Fields: The Pride of Swains 

Falemon was, —the Gen'rous, and the Rich, 

Who led the rural Lite in all ts Joy 

And Elegance; fuch as Arcadian Song 

Tranſmits from ancient, uncorrupted Times, 

When Tyrant Cuſtom had not ſhackled Man, 

But free to follow Nature was the Mode. | 

He then, his Fancy with autumnal Scenes 

Amuſing, chanc'd belide his Reaper-train 

To walk, when poor Lavinia drew his Eye 

Unconſcious of her Pow'r ; and turning quick 

With unaffected Bluſhes from his Gaze, 

He ſaw het charming, but he faw not Half 

The Charms her downcait Modeſty conceal'd. 

That very Moment, Love and chaſte Deſire 

Sprung in his Boſom, to himſelf unknoun; 

For ſtill the World prevail'd, and its dread Laugh, 

Which ſcarce the firm Philoſopher can ſcorn, 

Should his Heart own a Gleaner in the Field: 
And thus in ſecret to his Soul he ſigh'd: 

| © What Pity ! that ſo delicate a Form, 

By Beauty kindled, where enliv'ning Senfe, 

„And more than vulgar Goodneis ſeem to dwell, 

Should be devoted to the rude Embrace 

Of ſome indecent Clown ! She looks, methinks, 

«© Of old Acafto's Line; and to my Mind 

„ Recals that Patron of my happy Lite, 

© From whom my liberal Fortune took its Riſe, 

+ Now to the Duſt gone down; his Houſes, Lands, 

And once fair ſpreading Family dillolv'd. 

* "Tis ſaid that in fome lone obicure Retreat. 
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«© Whom yet my fruitleſs Search could never find: 
Romantic With, would this the Daughter were !* 


When, firia enquiring, from' herſelf he ſound 
She was the fame, the Daughter of his Friend, 
Of bountiful Hcaflo ;/ who can ſpeak © 
The mingled Paſſions that ſurpriz'd his Heart, 
And thre” his Nerves' in ſhiv'ring Traniports ran? 
Then blaz'd his Imother'd Flame, avow'd and bold ; 
And as he view'd her, ardent, o'er and o'er, 
Love, Gratitude, and Pity, wept at once. 
Confus'd and frighten'd at his ſudden; Tears, 

Her riſing Beauties flufh'd a higher Bloom; 
And thus Palemon,” paſſionate and juſt, 
Pour'd out the pious Rapture of his Soul: 


«© And art thou then Acaſto's dear Remains? 

„ She, whom my reſtleſs Gratitude has fought- 

„ So long in vain ? Oh yes! the very fame, 
„The ſoften'd Image of my noble Friend; 

« Alive _— | W ened' —_ BS 
« More ntly touch'd. Sweeter than Spring! 
«© Thou ſole fortiving Bloffom from the — 

% That nouriſh'd up my Fortune, fay, ah! where, 
« In what ſequeſter d Deſart haſt thou drann 
% The kindeft Aſpect of delighted Heav'n; © 
Into ſuch Beauty fpread, and blown fo fair, 

© Tho' Poverty's cold Winds, and cruſhing Rain, 
«© Beat keen and heavy on thy tender Years ? 

O let me now, into a richer Soik 
« Tranſplant thee ſafe? where vernal Suns and Show'rs 
„D Diffuſe their warmeſt, largeſt Influence ; 

+ And of my Garden be the Pride and Joy! 

4% Tt ill befits thee ; oh! it ill befits 

«© Acaſto's Daughter; his, whoſe open ſtores, 

„ Tho' vaſt, were little to his ample Heart, 
The Father of a Country, thus to pick 

« The very Refuſe of thoſe Harveſt Fields, 

* Which'from his bounteous Friendſhip I enjoy. 


% Then] 
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Then throw that ſhameful Pittance from thy. Hand, 

HBut ill applied te ſuch a rugged Faſk ; 

Theſe Fields, the Maſter, all, my Fair, are thine; 

| © If, to the various Bleſſings jr Por thy Houte _ 

% Has on me laviſh'd, theu wilt add that Bliſs, 

The deareſt Bliſs, the Power of bleſing;thee ! 337 


lere ceas'd the Youth ; yet ill his ſpeaking Eye e 
Ex preſs'd the ſacred Triumph of his Soul, 
With conſcious Virtue, Gratitude and Lov e, 
Above the vulgar Joy divinely rais'd ; 8 
Nor waited he Reply. Won bythe Charm N 
Of Goodneſs irreſiſtible, and all | 
In ſweet Diſorder loſt; ſhe bluſh'd Conſent. 
The News immediate to her Mother brovglit, 
While, pierc'd with anxious Thought, ſhe pita away 
The lonely Moments for Lavinia's Fate: 
| Amaz'd, and ſcarce believing what ſhe heard, 
r d her wither d Veins, and one bright Gleam 
| of ſetting Life ſhone on her Evening Hours, 
Not leſs 4 d than the happy Pair; 
Wbo flouriſh'd long in tender Bliis, and rear d 
| A numerous Offspring, lovely like themſelves 
And good, * — of . * r round. 


* 
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Tie LADY's LOOKING- GLASS 


ELIA and 1 the other | 
| Walk'd o'er the Sand-hills to Ra : 

The ſetting Sun adorn d the Coaſt, 
His Beams entire, his Fiercenels loſt ; 

And on the Surface of the Deer 
The 8 . only not aſleep ; .. HS ee 
The nh like the Scene appears. "Ig | 
Serene 2 calmly fair ; TN" | 

flew th the Arr. 


Soft fell 2 as 


With 
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With ſecret Joy I heard her ſay, 
That ſhe would never mils one. Day 
A Walk fo fine, a Sight to gay. | 


But, oh the Change 2 the Winds grew high ; 
Unpending Tempeſts charge the Sky: 
The Light ning flies, the Thunder roars, 
And big Waves laſh the frighten d Shores; 
Struck with the Horror of the Sight, 
She turns her Head and wings her Flight: 
And trembling vows, ſhe'll ne'er again 
Approach the Shore, or view the Main. 


Once more at leaſt look back, ſaid I; 
Thyſelf in that la e Glaſs deſcry : : 
When thou art in -humour dreſt, 
When gentle Reaſon rules thy Breaſt, 
The Sun upon the calmeſt Sea 
Appears not Half ſo bright as thee : 
bs then that with Delight I rove 

on the boundleſs Depth of Love ; 

leſs my Chain, I hand my Oar, 
Nor think on all I leit on Shore. 


But when vain Doubts and groundleſs Fear 
Do Celia's love 1 tear; E 
When the big Lip, and wat'ry Eye 
Tell me the riſing Storm is ni migh ; 
'Tis then thou art yon angry Main, 
Deform'd by Winds, and daſh'd by Rain; 
And the poor Sailor, that muſt wp 
Its Fury, labours leſs than I. | 


Shipwreck'd, in vain to Land I make, 
While Love and Fate ftill drive me back ; 
Forc'd to doat on in thy own Way, 
I chide thee firſt, and obey. 4 
Wretched when from thee, vext when nigh, At 
1 vith thee, or without thee, die. | 1 
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Ti G A R L A N D. 


HE Pride of every Grove I chofe 
The Violets ſweet, and Lily fair, 
The dappled Pink, and bluſhing ole, 
Io deck my Charming Clos Hair, 


At Morn the Nymph vouchſaſ d to. place 

Upon her Brow the various Wreath; 
The Flow'rs leſs bluoming than her Face, 

The Scent leſs fragrant | than her Breath. 


The Flow'rs ſhe wore along the Day; 
And ev'ry Nymph and Shepherd fad, 
That in her Hair they look d more gay 
Than glowing in their native Bed. 


Undrefs's at Evening when ſhe found 
Their Odours loſt, their Colour paſt, 
She chang'd her Look; and on the Ground 
Her Garland and her Eyes ſhe caſt. | 


{| The Eye dropt Senſe diftin& and clear, 
As any Muſe's Tongue could ſpeak ; 
When from its Lid a pearly Tear 
Ran trickling down her beauteous Cheek. 


Diſfembling what I knew too well, 8 
My Love, my Life, ſaid I, explain Hy 

This Change of Humour: Prythee tell, 
The falling Tear— what does it mean? 


She ſigh'd; ſhe ſmil'd; and tothe Flow'r rs 
Pointing, the lovely Mor ift fad: 

See! Friend, in ſome few fleeting Hours, | 
See yonder, what a Change is made. | 


Ah me! the blooming Pride of May 

And that of beauty are but one; 

At Morn both foarith bright. and gar. 
Both fade at Evening, pale, andgune. 


U 


At 
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At Dawn poor Stella danc'd and ſung! 
The am'rous Youth around her bew'd ; 

At Night her fital Knell was rung ; 1 
I faw and ki!s'd her in her Shroud. 


Such as ſhe is, who died To-day, 
Such I, alas! may be 'To-morrow ; 

Go, Damon, bid thy Mule diſplay 
The Juſtice of thy Chloe s Sorrow. 


— n 5 py MF > CO r r * 4 * LY 2” 1 1 1 


— 


Tie MERRY ANDREW. 


IJ (At Bartho!''mew he did not much appear, 
So peeviſh was the Edict of the Mayor :) 

At Southwark, therefore, as his Tricks he ſhew'd, 
To pleaſe our Maſters, and his Friends, the Crowd, 
A huge Neat's-tongue he in his Right-hand held, 

His Left was with a good Black-pudding fil1'd ; 
With a grave Look, in this odd Equipage, 

The clowniſh Mimic traverſes the Stage: | 
Why, how now, Andrew, cries his Brother Droll, 


LY Merry Andrew, the laſt Southwark Fair g 


To-day's Conceit, methinks, is ſomething dull : 


Come on, Sir, to our worthy Friends explain, 
What does your emblematic Worſhip mean? 
Quoth Andrew, honeſt Englifh let us ſpeak, 
Your Emble— (what do you call't) is Heathen Greet. 
To Tongue or Pudding thou haſt no Pretence, 
Learning thy Talent is ; but mine is Senſe. 

That buſy Fool I was which thou art now, 


Deſirous to correct, not knowing how ; 
With very good Deſign, but little Wit, 
Blaming or praiſing Things as I thought fit. 


I for this Conduct had what I deferv'd : 
And dealing honeſtly, was almoſt ſtarv'd. 
But, Thanks to my indulgent Stars, I eat, 
Since I have found the Sectet to be great. 


O deareſt 
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O deareſt 4ndrew, ſays the humble Droll, 
Henceforth may I 7 and thou control, 
Provided thou impart'ſt thy ufeful kill; 
Bow then, ſays Andrew, and for once I will.— 
Be of your Patron's Mind, whate'er he fays ; 
Sleep very much, think little, and talk leſs; 
Mind neither Good nor Bad, nor Right nor Wrong; 
| But cat your Pudding, Slave, and hold your Tongue, 


A rev'rend Prelate ſtopp'd his Coach and Six, 
To laugh a little at our Andrew's Tricks ; 
But when he heard him give this golden Rule, 
Drive on, he cry'd, this Fellow is no Fool. 


— 
= 4 di 4 1 


— 


— 9 ** 8 —_— 


AMBITION and CONTENT. 4 FazLs. 
| WIIX yet the World was young, and Men 


| were few, 
Nor lurking Fraud nor tyrant Rapine knew ; 


In Virtue rude, the gaudy Arts they ſcorn'd, 


Which, Virtue loſt, degenerate Times adorn'd : 
No {ſumptuous Fabrics yet were ſeen to riſe, 

Nor guſhing Fountains taught to invade the Skies ; 
With Nature Art had not begun the Strife, 

Nor ſwelling Marble roſe to mimic Life: 

No Pencil yet had learn'd t' expreſs the Fair: 

The bounteous Earth was all their homely Care. 


Then did Content exert her genial Sway, 

And taught the peaceful World her Pow'r t' obey ; 
Content, a Female of celeſtial Race, 

Bright and complete in each celeſtial Grace; 
Serenely fair the was, as riſing Day, 

And brighter than the Sun's meridian Ray: 
Joy of all Hearts, Delight of ev'ry Eye, 
Nor Grief nor Pain appear'd when fhe was by; 

Her Preſence from the Wretched baniſh'd Care, 
Diſpers'd the ſwelling Sigh, and ſtopt the falling Tear. 
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were pe bench þer = 
Till ng My mbition, helliſh jend! arole, 
To lee I 
A Moniter DE MIQUE 
Which Fire | 
Reiolyds 
On all er togs 1 
Fond of the 1 FO. 
In ro * 


And the weak, 


It chanc'd, as n ring gifs FeFetd the ay, 
V of al an deb How Sid 
pon ar 8 How e 
A - RSA roof d Wr 
If 


| by a gloemy, ve 
Of ſtiady — n 


Around, 2 vario 

Here waving 2 OY the Ft ie 
Here a rough ſhaggy dS. al 
Erom which a Torrent Paſir with Fa 7 £Q 
Here Mountain Woods diffus'd.a dulky * 
Here Flocks and Herds in flow xy Valleys 1 pd, 
While o'er the matted Grals the quid Cryſtal Fa) 


* 4322 


te fr: 


In this. ſweet Place there. dwelt Alt, 
Tho, ben henewth the eight. of, Fre Tear: 
Who wiſel lic Noiſe and 1 

In this obſcure Retreat had paſs d their Life ; j 
The Huſband Induſtry was called, 108 > al Wife. 
With tendereſt Friendſhip e their 

No Houſbold Eggs the ir Ref. 

A num'rous e their h "Board 


n 
That ſtill with Nat > Gifts * * 
The Father rural 5 s on | _ pans 
The Sons the me deat 8 » 
An only Dau . as a Goditeſs 


was the fond Weder Care: ak 


_ Above the 


This 
The Gods, Th 


Io the tall Mountain where the Cottage 


— ä——HU Jd— 3 — 
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— the brighteſt Nymph of all the Plain, 
BY ch Heart's Delight, ard by every Swain. 


R heaping Sette Uhy'S; , 

Nan pr 8 — Hen doth if 
my eart ratite, 

will grant me gentler Days ; 
my Life was bleſt, 

aſe Nee been 2 welcome Gueſt: 

1 may Protedtion find, 

Mind : 

1 thi dA be, 

If fuch » Refoge ——— 


Thus ſpoke the Fair, and firaight ſhe bent her Way 


When with 
In yonder H 


Arrivd, ſhe makes her chang d Condition | own * 
Tells how the Redels drove her from the Throne $ 
What painful Wilds ſhe'd wander d o'er, 
Tyrant doth implore. 


The * 1 Pair at once were ſeiz d | 
With Joy aud Grief, at once were pain'd and pleas'd: 


rief for their baniſh's Queen their Hearts poſſeſt, 


And Joy ſucceeded for their future Gueſt : 4 

And if af gens + deign, þ Goddeſs, here to dwell, 

And our hunble Cell 
. — 


Whateer n with bounteous Hand, 
Our Harveſts, Fields, Hos our All, command. 


Meanwhile 4nbition, on his Rival's Flicht 
Sole Lord of Man, attain'd his Wiſh's Height; 
Of all Dependence on his Sub K eas d. 

He rang d without a Curb, and — whate' er he pleas d; 
As ſome wild Flame, driv2 1 furious Winds, 
Wide ſpreads Deſtruion, 1 ef tance finds; 
So ruſh'd the Fiend, Jeftraftive, o'er the Plain, 
Defac'd the Labours of 1 * nen, Swain; 


i 
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Polluted every Stream with human Gore, | 
And ſcatter'd Plagues and Death from Shore to Shore. 


Great Jove beheld it from thi Olympian, Tow'rs, : 
Where Fate aſſembled all the beav'nly. Pow rs; i 
Then with a Nod that ſhook th -— - v4 hene, 

Thus the Saturnian Thunderer 6 

Vou ſee, immortal Inmates of the Skies . 
How this vile Wretch almighty Pow'r defies: ä 
His darling Crimes, the Blood which he bas * 


Demand a Torment equal to his Guilt: 
Then, Cyprian Goddets, let thy mighty Boy, "Wi 
Swift to the Tyrant's guilty Palace tly ; .- | 5 25 
There let him chuſe his ſharpeſt, hotteſt Dart, {77h 
And with his förmer Rival'wound his Heart. ; 
And thou, my Son, (the God to Hermes faid) - 
Snatch up thy Wand, and plume thy Heels-and Head ; 
Dart thro' the yielding Air with all thy Force, 
And down to Pluto's Realms direct thy Courſe; 
There rouſe Oblivion from her ſable Care, 
Where dull ſhe fits by Lethe's fluggiſh Wave; 
Command her to ſecure the facred Bound, 
Where lives Content retir'd ; and all — 
Diffuſe the deepeſt Glooms of Siyg ian Night, 
And ſcreen the Virgin from the Tyrant's Sight : 2 
That the vain Purpoſe of his Life may try 
Still to explore, what ſtill eludes his Eye. 
He ſpoke ; loud Praiſes ſhake the bright Abode, . 
And all applaud the Juſtice of the God... 


- 24-45 
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n HYMN. 1 


Tes as they change, Almighty Father! 1 

Are biit the nr ty Gov. - The rolling Year © | 

Is full of Thee. Forth in the pleaſing Spring 

Thy Beauty walks, t thy Fendernets and Love. | 

Wide fluſh the Fields, the-foft'ning Air is Balm:, 

Echo the Mountains round ; the Foyeſt mnites ; .. 

And every Senſe, and every Heart is Joy. 

Then comes thy. Glory in the Summer Months, 

With Light and Heat refulgent. Tben % Sun 

Shoots full Perfection thro! the ſwelling Near: 

And oft my Voice in'Uzeadfu} Thunder. ſpeaks ; 

—＋ oft at Dawn, deep Noon.” or falling Eve, 

Yo Brooks'and Groves in hollow-whiſpering Gales. 
Bounty ſhines in Autumn unconfin'd, 

Aue ſpreads a common Feaſt for all that live. 

In Winter, awful Thou! with Clouds and Storms 

Around Thee thrown, Tempeſt o'er Tempeſt roll'd. 

M3jeſtic Darkneſs? on the Whirlwind's Wings, 

Riding ſublime, Thou bidſt the World adore, 

And humbleſt Natuse with thy northern Blaſt, 


Myfterious Rontd! what Skill, what Force divine, 

| felt in theſe appear! a {imple Train, 

Yet ſo delightful mix'd, with ſuch kind Art, 

Such Bewuty and Beneficence combin'd, 

Shade unperceiv'd ſo ſoft'ning into Shade, 

And all fo forming an harmonious Whole, 

That as they ſtill iucceed, they raviſh ſtill. 

But wand'ring oft, with brute unconſcious Gaze, 
Man marks not Thee, marks not the mighty Hand, 
That, ever buly, wheels the filent 2 ; 
Works in the ſecret Deep; ſhoots, ſtreaming, thence, 
The fair Profufion that o erſpreads the Spring: 

Flings from the Sun direct the fliming Day; 
Feeds every Creature, hurls the Tempeſt forth; 


G 3 2 Aud, 
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And, as on Tarth this grateful Change revolves, - 
With Trartpdrt:tyuches all the Spripgs, of * 
Nature, attend E on every Hing Soul 

Beneatts the Temple of the "So oY 

In. Adbration joint ; and, ardent, raife * o 

One general Jong 1. To ſhim, ye. yooah * 6 
| Breathe loft, whole, Spirit iv your Freſhnels. brealis 5 

Oh tt Ul of 1 „ — Kar ter 

Where, Wer the Rock ſcarcely, waving Fine . 

Fills the brown:Shade: with religious Ae. 

And ye, whoſe bolder Note is heard afar, 

Who ſhake tl aſtaniſhed y way it high to Hen n 

Th' impetuous Song, and ſay. from whom. ye, Age. 
His Praiſe ye Biboks, attune, n 21 ls. 5: - 

And let me-catech-it.as I muſe along... 

Ye headlong Torrents, rapid and profuund ; 

Ye ſciter Floods that lead the humid Maze 
Along the Vale; and thou majeſtic Nin, 

— 1 World — 1 in 1 — : 1 Va! 

ound his ous le; hole gr. 5 i 

Or bids — or bids your-Roarings mer as 

Soft roll your Incenſe, H Herbs, -and 4 leere 

In mingled Clouds to him, whoſe Sun exalts, 

Whoſe Breath A you, and whole Pencil paints, 
Ye Foreſts bend ;.ye.Harveſts, wave to him 
Breathe your ſtill into the Reaper's. Heart, .. 4 
As home he goes beneath the joyous Moon... 
Ye that keep watch in Heavn, 25. Earth aſleep 
Unconſcious lies, eſſuſe your mildeſt — 
Ve Conſtellations, while your Angels ſtrike, 
Amid the ſpangled Sky, the lilver Ly re: 
Great Source of Day! beſt — hexe below 


Of thy Creator, ev Le 
he. Shea] TOY 


From World to Wor 
On Nature write — ev ry r t 


r 


Retain 


— 
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Retain the Sound: The broad reſponſwe Low, 

Ye Valleys. raiſe; for the Great Shepherd: Den: ; 

And his uff ring Kingdom et will come. 

Ye Woodlands'all, awake: A boundleſs "RAR | 
Burſt from the Groves; and when the reſtlets Day, | | 
Expirin 2 * the warbling World aſleep, 

Se of Bitds! ſweet Aena, charm 

The liſtening Shades, and teach the Night his Praiſe. 

Ye Chief, for whom the whole Creation miles, 

At once the Head, the Heart, and Tongue of all, 

Crown the great Hymn ! in farming Cities vaſt, 

Aﬀembled Men, to the deep Organ jon 

The long reſounding Voice; "of breaking clear, 

At ſolemn Pauſes, thro the ſwelling Baie; 

And, as each mingling Flame increates each, 

In one united Ardour ve viſe to Heavin: 

Or, if you rather chuſe the rural Shade, 

And find a Fane in every ſacred Grove, 

There let the Shepherd's Flute, the dy 94 s Lay, 

The prompting Seraph, and the Poet's Lyre, 

Still ting the God o * Seafof\s as they roll. 

For me, when I forget the darling Theme, 

Whether the Blofſoras blow, the Summer Ray 

Ruſſets the Plain, inſpiring Autumn gleams, 

= 9 riſes in the black ning Eaſt, 

e my Tongue mute, my Fa int no more, 

And 2 Joy, 2 m 12 ts beat? 

Should Fate «bin. me Ar the fartheſt Verge 

Of the green Earth; to-diſtant barb'rous Climes, 

Rivers unknown to Song; where firſt the Sun 

Gilds Indian Mountains, or his ſetting Beam 

Flames on th' Atantic Iſles; tis nought to me > 

Since God is ever preſent, ever felt, 

In the void Waſte, as in the City full ; 8 
And where he vital breathes, there — be how, 

When even at laſt the ſolemn Hour ſhall-come, 

And wing 2 Flight to future Worlds, 

I chearful hrs foe, obe here, with new Powers, 

Will * Wonders ſing : I cannot go 5 

Gg3 Where 
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Were Univerſal Love not ſmiles around; ; 
Suſtaining all yon Qrbs and all their "oo 
From ſeeing Evii ſtill degucing r 
And Better thence again and Bester ill. 
In infinite Progreſſion. — But I loſe 


Mylelf in Hin, in Lieur IxxT Ta! 
Come _ e 1 W his Praie, 


| $a: 
— A. 1 1 3 1 2 2 2 n 4 
oo LEY © 2.44 — — 


7 Ko . 


MIND ale, to. /DODY. 


[HAT is. the blooming Tin&ture of as Shi, 
To Peace of Mind and Harmony within? 
What the bright ſparkling of the fineſt _— 
To the ſoft Sqothing of a calm 8 1 
Can Comelineſs of Form, ov Shape, or Air, 6-548 
With Comelineſs of Words or Deeds compare? 
No ;—thoſe at firſt th unwary Heart may gain ; 8 
But theſe, —theſe * can rn TK retain. gat 57 


— - — 
* 


"A s 1 
— -2.4 — _ * * — — _ 
4 4 1 - . * 
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O* Moorlands and Mountains, rude, barren, 
_and bare 


— —.— ede ſees Deb 

A gentle yo e 
nd lea 4. nel fees oy Dep 

Yellow Sheaves from rich Czazs her Cottage bad 
crown d, 

Green Ruſhes were ſtrew'd on her Floor, 
Her Caſement ſweet Woodbines crept — — 

And deck d the Sofd-ſeats at: her Door. | 


We fat ourſelves down to 3-cooling R. 
PFrefh Fruits ! and ſhe culłd me the v5 
While thrown from my Guard fome Glance ſhecaft, 
Love te ſtole into my Br 3 
to! 


1 
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I told my foft Wiſhes ; ſhe fweetly d, 
(Ye Virgins her Voice was divine!) Hide 


I've rich Ones reje&ed, and great Oe 8 deny, 
But take me, ond Shepberd—I'm thine. 


Her Air was ſo niedeſt, her Aſpect ſo RY 1 
So fimple, yet fweet were her Charms; * 
1 kifs'd the ripe Roles that glow'd on her Cheek, 
And lock'd the lov'd Maid in my Arms. 
Now jocund together we tend a ſew Sheep, 
And if, by yon Pratler, the Stream, | 
Reclin'd on her Boſom, I fink into Sleep 
Her — 1 in 


Together we rare o'er the flow-rifing Hills, 
Delighted with paſtoral Views, | 
Or ws on the ele hence the Streamlet diklle, 
And point out new Themes for my Muſe. 
To Pomp or proud Titles ſhe ne'er did aſpire, 
The Damſel's of humble Deſcent ; 
The Cottager, Pxacx, is well known for her Sire, 
And Shepherds have named her Cox rENr. 


The FOX and the CAT: 4 Fx. 


HE Fox and the Cat, as they travelP'd one Day, 
With moral Diſcourſes cut er the Way: 

* 'Tis great, ſays the Fox, to make Juſtice our Guide!“ 
„How godlike is Mercy, Grimalkin reply d. 


While thus t proceeded, a Wolf from the Wocd, 
Impatient of they and thirſting for Blood, 
Ruſh'd forth—as he ſaw the dull Shepherd alleep, 
And ſeiz'd for his Supper an-innocent 
In vain, wretched Victim, for 
When Mutton's at Hand, fays the 


bleat, 
» I muſt eat. 


 Grimalkin's 


r 
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Grimalkin's aſtoniſh'd, —the Fox ſtood aghaſt, 

To ſee the fell BeafF at his Repaſt. 

What a Wretch, ſays the C ,— tis the vileſt of "SIR 

Does he feed Arg there's Herbage —— 
„and Roots? 


Cries the Fox—* Wune Sonde us Acorns ſo 


good, 
* What a Tyrant is this, to ſpill innocent Blood ? ; 
Well, onward they march'd, and they moraliz'd till, 
Till 1 ſome Poultry * Chaff by a 


Sly Reynard ſurvey'd them with ttonous Eyes, 
And —— (ſpite of Morals) a 1 his pris 
A Mouſe too, that chanc'd from her Coyert to ſtray, 


The greedy Grimalkin ſecur d as her Prey, 


A Spider that fat in her Web on the Wall, 
Perceiv'd the Victims, and pity'd their Fall; 
She cry d- Of ſuch Murders how guiltleſs am 1! y 
So ran to regale on a new-taken Fly. RY =1: 


MORAL. | 
The Faults of our Neighbours with 3 we 


But tax not ourſelves, tho' we practiſe the fame. 


. # * 


'On TAKING of BIRD-NESTS. 


F HAVE found out a Gift for my Fair, 

I have found where the Wood-pigeons breed, 
But let me that Plunder forbear, 
She will ſay tis a barbarous Deed. 


He ne'er can be true, ſhe azverr d, 

Who can ba poor Bird of its Young ; 

And 1 lovd her the iter-whan-3 heard 
Such Tenderneſs drop from her Tongue. 


— — 


r ü — 


— — —ͤ—yñ— — — 


ase akon. =s 
nee leert, 

1E ene : 
Hp 8 1558 e e 


Ke fl S * 
4 meltin F Horn: x | 
And cling rom u Ar Anda rc ou —_ 1 


"Twas thetii aroidfd; theirefhed Thiowg,t:r ry} | * $64 8 + 
'WhomiNaturewalies — Rove,”.+_ Q u 

A Br aturier tis d his amarons: NES 1 HT" 
And thus it echo d thro' the Ry . . 


01 faireſt öf the fo Pre et. TRA wie. 

For 1 85 dann gol +5 wg bu A 
*- Attend with” to ty Said, ON el A 
And granit my ore Find Return. 1 1050 K 


See, ſee — Winter Storms are Gown, | 4 % af K. 
And Zep e- Le 

8 gon Infmence own ! 
Let us the vernal Paſtune ſhare. 


a The Raven plumes his Jetty Wine, 
_ © To pleaſe his croaking Paraniour ; 
* The Larks reſpenive Love-tales fing, 

* And tell their Paſſion as they ſoar. 


« But truſt me, Love, the Raven 's Wing e 
Is not to be cumpar d with mine | 
Nor can the Lark; lo ſweethy ſing | 
As I. who Se with Sweetnels join. | 


+ With thee PI the Sweets of Love, 
With thee divide the rr 
No fonder Huſband in the Grove, 
Nor none than thee'z happter Wife. 


c ol lead thee to the cleareſt Rilk : PoE 
© Whole Streams among the Pebbles fray; "oo 
There will we tit and. ſip aur fill, | bei 

Or on the tlow'ry Border play. 5 


5 


* * « Dy „ 
311 
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IT guide thee o the thicket Brakes. 

_ * Imperviousto the Scheel-bey's Eee 

For ther the glaſter d Neſt Fit mar 4 
And on th gowny Pinions Be 

* To get thee Food III range the Fields 144 
0 D Sd ati N 2 5 

* Whatever Nature's Bounty yields, |. 
Or Love's aſſidudas Care can find. | 

And when my lovehy Mate would ſta . 141 
* To — nes —8 e 

0 At Home Fl wait the ve - lung Day, 22 e 1 
And tend at Home our infant Charge. 


__ * Thy Warmth ſhall form th imprifon'd Young, 
* WE the Talk III fondly — A 
Or chear thy Labours with my Song.“ 
He ceas d his Song, the n_ —_— | 
With tender Pity beard his Stain f 
She felt, ſhe own'd, a mutual Flame. 3 
And haſten d to relieve his Pais. | 
He led her to the nuptial Bow'r, _ 3 b 
And neſtled cloſely by her Side. = _ 
The happieſt Bridegroom in that Hour. | 
And ſhe the enamour'd Bride. 
Next Morn he wak'd her with a Song— 
_ © Ariſe! behold the new-born Day! 
The Lark his mattin peal has rung; 
Aue, my Love, and come away.” 
Together thro' the Fields th ſtra d. Fs a 
And to the verdant Riv' 4-4 1 
Renew'd their Vows, and hopp d and play d. 
But Oh! my Muſe with Pain relates, | 
The mournful Sequel of my Tale ; 


Sent by an Order of the Fates, 
A Conner wget them in the Vale. 


Alarni'd, 


Alarm'd, the Lover cry 


— — 


— — —— 
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b 
g e, e away! ange * 5 

Here, Gunner, turn thy — herel- 
O! ſpare my Love, andꝭ let me die > -::; © 
At him the Gunner took his Aim: 753 of * 
The Aim he tenk vas mack the-trus ; > ba * 


O! had he choſe ſome other 2 read 


Or ſhot as he had us d to da!?! 
Divided Pair? forgive the Mr e 
While I with Tears your EY 
I'll join the Widow vpamtive Soug, F am ole +& 
And ſave the Lover in my Verſe. : K 


1 en n Wiles nn . — 


& 


** 8 


The Humour was, it ſeems, to know, 


3 N Grin was fown ; good Fruit was growing 


— 


N 
1 
3 - * 4. * 
— — 88 
- = 8 
237 wm 2 ® 1 
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WO Gods I Gnce came from above, 
One — tl e e 


19898 


If all the Favours they beſtow, Ty ans = 
Cou'd from our own Perverſeneſs caſe us, * 
And, if our Wiſh enjoy d. would pleaſe us. 


Diſcourſing large ely on this Theme, 
O'er Hills and Dales their Godſhips came: 
Till well nizh tird; at almoff Night, - | 
They thought it | proper to alight. „ 
Note here. and tis as true as odd is, 


That, in Diſguiſe, a God or Goddeſs 
Exerts no ſupernat ral Powers ; 


But acts on Maxims juſt ke ours. 


They ſpyd at laſt a Count bg. 
Where all heb, ug, and ner and 


For Woods de aud Hills behind, 
Secur d it both from Rain arid Wind: 
Large Oxen in the Field were 8 EA 


uA Ot 


Of laſt Year's Cn in Baznis-grent Stoke ; 
Fat Turkies | at the Door : | 


And Wealth, in ſhort, ith Peace conſented, = 


That People bu and hve. contented : | 

But did e 3 

Have Patience, Friend, and thou ſbak tn. 
The honek Farmer and his Win, | 

To Years declin'd, from Prime of. Life, 

Had led with the the Mg: Noo, | 

We oy as 

etimes m » | 
Kiſſing to-day, 1 — my 
ointly ſubmitting to endure 

hat Evil which admits no Cure. „ 
Our Gods the outward Gate unbarr'd ; 

Our Farmer met them in the Tard: 

Thought they were Folks bad loſt — rr. 

And all*d them civilly to a 

Told them, for Supper, or : Bed, 

They might go on, and be worſe ſped. 

So faid, fo done ; the Gods conſent, 

All three into the Parlour went: | 

They- compliment, they fit, they chat, 

Fight o'er the Wars, reſetm the State; 

A thouſand knotty Points they clear, 


Till Supper and my Wike appear. 
Well then. Thi were ferv', 
My Miftreſs for the 2 


How ſtrong the Beer; —.— the Meat, 

How loud they laugh d, e ext, 

In Epic ſumptuous wauld appear, 

Yet thall be pa{s'd- in Silence here: 

For 1 ſhould grieve to he it laid, 

That by a tine Deſcription led, 

I made my Epiſade too lang: 

Or 2 
The — — 


Jouve thought it 
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Landlord and he eryd, 
5 rolly and . oy ae, 

hat 
And ans with zood — receive, 


Is mighty grateful to your Betters, 

And makes ev Seis — your Debtors 
To give this Theſis Proof, 

You have To-night beneath your Roof 

A Pair of Gods; nay, never: Sadr, , 


This Youth can fly, and I can thunder. 
I'm Jupiter, and bie Meurs, © 

My Page, my Son indeed, but ſpurious 

Form then 1 Wiſhes, Vou and Madam, 
And ſure as you alzeady had em, oy 
The Things defir'd, in Half an Hour, 

Shall all be here, and in your Power. 


Thank ye, great Gods, the Woman ſays, 
O may your Altars ever Blaze ; 
A Ladle for our Silver Diſh 
Is what I want—is what I wih. | 

A Ladle! cries the Man,—a Ladle, 
Odzooks, Coriſca, you have pray d ill; 
What ſhould be great you turn to Farce, 
I wiſh the Ladle in your A—e. 


With equal Grief and Shame, my Muſe 
'Fhe Sequel of the Tale ——__ BH 
The Ladle fell inte the Room, 
And {tuck in old Corijea's Bum; 
Our Couple weep two Wiſhes 
And kindly join to form the 
To eaſe the Woman's mkward Py, | 
And wiſh the Ladle out- Aga. 


"Is MORAL. 


„ Commoner has Worth, and Parts 
Is prai-'d for Arms, or lov'd for Arts; 
His Head aches 3 a Coronet; 
And who is bleis's, that 1 i net great? 
. Som 
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Some Senſe, and more Eſtate, kind Heaven, 
To this well-lottcd Peer has giv'n : 

What then? He muſt have Rule and Sway; 
And all is wrong, till he's in Play. 
The Miſer muſt take up his Plumb; 

And &:res not touch the hoarded Sum. 

The ſickly Dotard wants a Wife, 

To draw oft his laſt Dregs of Life. 

Againit our Peace, we arm our Will, 

Amidſt our Plenty Something ſtill 


For Horles, Houtes, Pictures, Planting, 


To thee, to me, to him is wanting. 
The cruel Something unpoſſeſs d 
Corrodes, and leavens all the Reſt. 
That Something if we could obtain, 
Would ſoon create a future Pain: 
And to the Coftin, from the Cradle, 
"Tis all a H, and all a Ladle. 


___. 


The EXPERIMENT: A TALE. 
X/ [RT UE and Vice, two mighty Pow'rs, 
Y Who ͤ rule this motley World of ours, 
Difputed once which govern'd beſt, 
And vrhoſe Dependants molt were bleſt; 
They pealorrd, rally'd, crack'd their Jokes, 
Succeeding much like other Folks ; 
Their Logic waſted, and their Wit, 
Nor one nor tother would ſubmit; 
But both the doubtful Point conſent 
To clear by fair Experiment : 
For this ſome Mortal, they declare, 
By Turns ſhall both their Bounties ſhare : 
And, either's Pow'r to bleſs him try'd, 
Shall then the long Diſpute decide. 
On Hodge they fix, a Country Boor, 
As yet rough, ign'rant, careleſs, poor: 
ice firſt exerts her Power to bleſs, 
And gives him Riches to Exceſs: 


With 


E d 
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With Gold ſhe taught him to ſupply 

Each riling Wiſh of Luxury: 

Hodge grew at length polite and great, 

And liv'd like Miniſter of State: 

He ſwore with Grace, got nobly drunk, 

And kept in Pomp his twentieth Punk. 
One Morning, as in euly Chair, 

Flodge lat with ruminiting Air, 

Fice, like a Lady fair and gay, | 

Approach'd, and thus wis neard to fy, 

(Behind her Virtue all the While 

Stood flily liſ'ning with a Smile) 

know, tLivourd Mortal, know, that I 

The Plealures of thy Life iunoly 7 

{ rais'd thee from the clay-built Cell, 

Where ant, Contempt. and Slauery dwell; 

* And (as each Joy on Earth is fold) 

To purchaſe all, I gave thee Gold; 

This made the Charms of Beauty thine, 

This bic!s'd thee with the Joys of Wine; 

This cave thee, in the rich Repaſt, 

* Wahatceer can pleaſe the tutor'd Taſte ! 

* Confeſs the Bleſſings I beſtovr, 

And pay the grateiul Thanks you owe. 

My Name is Vice” —Cry'd Hodge, and leer'd, 

Long be your mighty Name reverd! !“! 

Forbid it, Heav'n! thus Þlefs'd by you, 

That 1 ſhould rob you of your Due ; 

Vo Health, 'twas you that made me Heir, 

* And gave, for which I thank you, Care; 

* tVealth brought me Wane, 'tis paſt a Doubt, 

* And Wine—lee here's a Leg! —the Cout: 

10 Wealth my French Ragout I owe, 

* VWnence Scurvy, Pains, and Aſthmas flow; 

And now to ſhew how much TI prize 

The Joys which from your Bounties riſe; 

Each coupled with fo dear 2 Brother, 

l give you one to take the other. 

Avaunt, depart from whence you came, 

And thank your Sturs that I am lame.” En- 


1 ˙ 1» 
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Enrag'd and griev'd, away ſke flew, 
And with her Gifts from Hodge withdrew. 

| Now in this fad repentant Hour, 
Ccteſtial Virtue try d her Pow'r ; 

For Wealth ConTtexnT the Goddeſs gave, 
Th' unenvy'd Treaſure of the Slave! 
From wid Deſires ſhe let him free, 
And fiil'd his Breaſt with CHARITY! 
No more loud 'Frumpets Riot breeds, 
And TxMyv ANCE Gluitony ſucceeds, 
Hodge, in his native Cot at Reſt, 
Now PFirtue found, and thus addreis'd : 
Say, for tis yours by Proof to know, 
Can Firtue give thee Bliſs below 7 
Content my Gift, and Terp rancemine, 
And Charity, tho' meek, divine! 
With blaſting Cheeks, and kindling Eyes, 
The Man traniported thus replies : 
My Goddets! on this favour d Head, 
* The Life of Life, thy Bleſſings ſhed! 

My annual Thouſands when I told, 

Infatiate till I Fgh'd for Gold; 

You gave Content, 2 bour:dleſs Store, 
And, rich indeed! I igh'd no more. 

With Temp'rance came, delightful Guell ! 
Health, taſeful Food, and balmy Reji ; 

With Chariy's {craphic Flame, 

Fach ger rous /ortal Pleature came; 
Pleafure which in Poeſſeſſion rite, 

And retroſpective Thoughts ſupplies! 
Long to atteſt it may I live, 

That, all Vice premiſes, you give.” 

Fice heard, and {wore that Hodge for Hire, 
Had given his Verdict like a Lawyer; 
and J irtue, turning with Diidain, 

Vew'd neer to ſpeak to Vice again, 


F . » 3 on We 


The 
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— 
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Tie ATHEIST ard ACORN. . 


M Cthinks the TWo2ID ſeems oddly made, 
and every Thing amiſs, | 


Adult complatning atheiſt lad. 
24s ſtretch'd he lay beneath a Shade, 
And inſtanced in this. 


Behold, qu ith he, that mighty Ching, 
A Bumpkin large and 20unv, 
Is held but by a little String 
 CUhica upwards cannot make it Spzing,. 
Noz bear it from the Cꝛound. 


While on this Oak an Ac92n ſna'll, 
So diſpꝛopoꝛztton'd grows; 
That v hoſoeve? ſur ves this ali, 


| This univerſal caſual Ball, 


Its ill Contrivance knows. 


y bette» Judgment would have hung 
Che Pumpkin on the Tree; 

And left the Acorn flixhtiy ſtrung 

Hong things that on the Surface ſpring, 
And weak and feevle be. 


No maze the Cavilieꝛ could ſay, 
N fitrthe? Faults decꝛzp; 
For upwa?ds gazing as he lay, 
An Acorn. looten d kzom its Sprap, 
Pell dawn upon his Epe. 


The wounded aꝛt — 8 ran o'er, 
48 puniſh'd fo? the © 

F aol ' hab that Bough a Pumputn boꝛe, 

Thy KUhimſies muſt have wok J no moe, 
9201 Skull have kept 'em in. 


1.CON- 
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A CONTEMPLATION en NIGHT. 
* IE TIIER amid' the Gloom of Night I ſtray, 
Or my glad Eye es enjoy revolving Day, 
8:11] Nture s various Face informs my Serie, 
Of an all-wite, all-powerfal Providence. 

When the gay Sun firſt breaks the Shades of Night, 
And ſtrikes the diſtant eaſtern Hills with Licht, 
Colour returns, the Plains their Liv ry wear, 

And bright Verdure clothes the ſmiling Lear; 
Tone blooming Flow rs with opening Beauties glow, 
And grazing Flocks their milky Fleeces ſhew; 

Tie barren CHAS with chalky Fronts arife, 

And 1 Loa re e arches o 4 the 8 

But when the gloomy Reign of Night returns, 
Strippd 1 her * ding Pride, 211 Nat ure mou E 
ine Trees no more their wonted Verdure boatt, 
But weep in dewy Tears their Beauty loſt; 

No diſtant Landl (Capes draw our curious Ey es, 
Wrappd in Night's Robe the whole Creation lies. 
Yet till, een now, while Darkneſs clothes the Land, 
We view the Traces of an Almighty Hand; 
Millions of Stars in Heaven's wide — appear, 
And with new Glories hang the boundleſs Sphere : 
Ihe filver Moon her eaſtern Couch forſakes, 

And o'er the Skies her nightly Circle makes, 

Ter ſolid Globe beats back the funny Rays, 

and to the World her borrow'd Light repays. 

Whether thoſe Stars that twinkling Luſtre fend, 
Are Suns, and rolling Worlds thoſe Suns attend, 
Mz may conjecture, and new Schemes declare, 
Yet all his Syſtems but Conjectures ; 

Eat this wo Cho, thut Heaven's eternal King, 
Wii bid this Univerſe from Nothi ns ſpring, 

Can at bis Word bid numerous Worlds appear, 
nd ring Worlds tht all-powerful Word ſhal! hear. 
Wuen to the weſtern Main the Sun delcends, 
To other Lands a rifing Day he lends, 

Tae Tpreading Dawn another Shepherd IÞies, 

The waxcful Flocks from their warm Folds ariſe: 


Relreſh'd 
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Refreſh'd, the Peafant feels his early Toil, 

And bids the Plough correct the fallow Soil ; 

While we in Sleep's Embraces waſte the Night, 
The Climes oppos'd enjoy meridian Light ; 

And when thoſe Lands the buiy Sun forſakes, 

With us again the roſy Morning wakes. 

In lazy Sleep the Night rolls ſwyft away, 

And neither Clime laments his abſent Ray. 

When the pure Soul 1s from the Body flown, 

No more ſhall Night's alternate Reign be known: 

The Sun no more ſhall rolling Light beſtow, 

But from th” Almighty Streams of Glory flow. 

Oh, may ſome nobler Thought my Soul employ 

Than empty, tranſient, ſublunary Joy! 

The Stars ſhall drop, the Sun ſhall loſe his Flame, 

But thou, O God, for ever ſhin'ſt the ſame. 


— 


The UNIVERSAL PRAYER. 
1 of All! in ev'ryAge, 
. In ev'ry Clime ador'd, 
By Saint by Savage, and by Sage, 
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord. 
Thou Great Firſt Cauſe, leaſt underſtood, 
Who all my Senſe confin'd, 
To know but this, that thou art Good, 
And that myſelf am Blind. 
Yet gave me in this dark Eſtate, 
To lee the Good from III; 
And binding Nature faſt in Fate, 
Leſt free the human Will. 
What Conſcience dictates to be done, 
Or warns me not to do, 
This teach me more than Hell to ſhun, 
That, more than He:v'u purſue. 
What Bleſſings hy free Bounty gives, 
Let me not caſt away; 


For 


P 
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For God is paid wien Nan receives, 
T' enjoy is to obey. 


Vet not to Earth's contracted Span 
Ta Goodnels lat me hs 

Cr think thee Land ; alone of Man, 
When thouſand YVorids are round. 


Let not this weak unknowing Hind. 
Prefume thy Bolts to throw, 

Or deal Damnation round the Land, 
On each I judge thy Foe. 


If 1 am right, O teach my Heart 
in the Right to ſtay ; 
15 am rod, thy Grace unpart, 


To hud the better Way. 


Save ine 2 ar ke from fooliſh Pride, 
Or 1 np! ious Ditconterit, 

At ought thy Wildum has deny'd, 
Or ought thy Goudnels lent. 


Tech me to feel ancther's Wee, 
To hide the Fault I fee; 

That Mercy I to others 3 
That VIurcy ſhew to me 


Mean tho! I ain, not w bolly o, 
Since quicken'd by thy Breath: 
O lead me whereſoe'er I go, 


Thro' this Day's Lite or Deati:. 


This Dy be Bread and Peace my Lot ; 
All elle beneath the Sun 

Thou {now'f if beſt beſtow'd, or not, 
And let thy Will be done. 


To thee, w hoſe Temple is all Space, 
Whole Altar, Earth, Sea, Skies ; 
Ore Chorus let all Beings raite! 


17 
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